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FIGURE 1 



Neolithic Site at Oxhey, near Watford. 
B Y N O R M A N D A V E Y , B . S C . , A . M . I n s t . C . E . 

IT is not always easy to c lass i fy flint implements found 
near the surface of the ground. We occasionally 
find implements dating from the Palaeolithic period 

in close proximity to implements assigned to the 
Neolithic period. General ly , however, implements of 
Palaeolithic origin can be identified and attributed 
to a definite culture with a fair degree of certainty. 
T h e grouping in chronological order, of implements 
normally assigned to the more recent and somewhat 
obscure Neolithic period, is by no means an easy 
matter, since the separate cultures are not clearly 
def ined; the disturbance of the upper layers of 
the ground by cultivation and other processes, having 
usually resulted in an intermingling of the various types 
of tools. 

T h e occurrence of many hundreds of flint tools in an 
area as small as the site at Oxhey, near Wat ford , is note-
worthy and the information gained by the careful group-
ing of the types from such a site, according, for example, 
to technique and patination may result in an addition to 
our very scanty knowledge of this nebulous Neolithic 
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period. 
The site in question at Oxhey is situated, as shown in 

F i g u r e 1, about three quarters of a mile from Bushey 
( L . M . S . ) Station and is bounded on the North-West by 
Eastbury R o a d and on the North-East by Woodwaye. 
T h e area over which the author has found the implements 
is about one acre in extent. 

Particularly interesting, are the "microlithic '' or 
"pigmy " implements that have been found, some of 

which are illustrated in F i g u r e 2. A number of these 
were forwarded to the Department of British and 
Mediaeval Antiquities at the British Museum for examin-
ation and it was stated that the implements were certainly 
of the accepted microlithic class assigned to the end of 
the Palaeolithic period and after . Further, of the two 
groups chiefly recognised, they evidently belonged to the 
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broad-blade industry associated with the " Tardenois" 
industry of Belgium, and not to the narrow-blade 
industry associated with the " Azil " industry of France, 
which is supposed to be the earlier. As well as the 
shouldered point, the triangular, crescentic and trape-
zoidal forms were recognised. On the whole the group 
submitted was stated to be probably somewhat late in the 
series, which is supposed to cover one or two thousand 
years beginning about 10,000 B . C . 1 

It appears that during this period there was a con-
tinuous migration from the Continent of Europe 
especially from around the Mediterranean region. The 
carriers of the Neolithic culture were in the main Iberians 
and were responsible for the introduction of the Azilian 
and Tardenoisian cultures into West Europe and 
Britian. 

Of the purpose of the tiny implements which are 
characteristic of the Azilo-Tardenoisian cultures little 
can be said and that purely conjecturally. They are 
predominantly geometrical in form, rhombs, trapeses, 
triangles, segments of circles and tiny round scrapers. 
It has been suggested that they were mounted with some 
form of cement on wood to form the sawlike teeth of 
a harpoon. Or it may be that they were used as arrow 
points for the hunting of birds and small game for 
which they would be better adapted than the small sized 
arrowhead. 

T h e implements of this class are generally less than 
three-quarters of an inch in length and are normally 
found on a particular kind of terrain, or sandy heath, 
and one not likely to encourage vegetation. In the West 
of Europe, Azilian stations with Tardenoisian pygmy 
flints occur in Portugal, Southern Spain, the South of 
Eng land , the North, especially the Pennines and in 
Belgium. T h e y have been found around the shores of 
the Mediterranean at Mentone, Sicily, Tunis, E g y p t and 
Phoenicia and further east in the Crimea, Poland, India 
and Japan. They have been found in East Afr ica and 
in the Mongolian Desert. It is not easy to account for 
this very wide distribution and it has been suggested 

1 " A Gu i de to Ant iqu i t ies of the Stone Age Bri t ish M u s e u m , 1926, 

pp. 89-92. 
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that if only the various centres of the Tardenoisian 
industry could be dated with certainty, there would be 
little doubt that definite lines of migration of the Tar-
denoisian peoples would be marked out. 

An interesting discovery was made by Mr. Francis 
Buckley 2 a few years back of a series of thirty-five of 
these tiny implements, all of one triangular pattern, 
arranged in a line at intervals of one and a half to two 
inches under an inch of sand and below six inches of 
peat, on White Hi l l close to the watershed of the 
Southern Pennines. T h e suggestion is that they were 
the teeth of a saw or the barbs of a large harpoon, set 
originally in a grooved piece of wood of which no trace 
had remained. 

T h e impression conveyed by the remains of the Tar-
denoisian period is that of an impoverished culture. T h e 
scarcity of game consequent upon the retreat of the cold 
fauna with the incoming of the warmer climate had 
driven these people to rely more and more upon a diet 
of shell fish. It is interesting in this connection to call 
attention to the many shell remains that have been found 
on the site at Oxhey. T h e remains of at least five types 
of shell fish have been found of which four have been 
identified as, Ostrea edulis, Mytilus edulis, Pecten 
maximus, Buccinium undatum. 

T h e fact that shell fragments have been found on the 
site is, of course, no proof of man's occupation there, 
especially since all the types have ranged from Pliocene 
times to the present day. 

Vegetable food became more and more an important 
element and remains of all kinds of nuts and seeds, 
acorns, sloes, hazels, chestnuts and cherries have been 
found on some of their sites. During this period we 
find the beginnings of agriculture, the domestication of 
animals, and the tendency to settle in small communities 
close to a river, in sites similar to that of Oxhey. 

E x a m p l e s of other types of implements from Oxhey 
are illustrated in Figures 3, 4 and 5. In Figure 5 three 
implements of careful workmanship are shown. T h e 
specimen at the bottom left hand corner is a portion of 

2 44 A Gu i d e to An t iqu i t i es of the Stone Age " — B r i t i s h M u s e u m , 1926, 

page 89. 
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a thin butted celt, a type of implement usually associated 
with the dolmen period of approximately 2000 to 3000 
B .C . T h e two small specimens adjacent are apparently, 
one a harpoon barb, the other a leaf-shaped arrowhead, 
of delicate workmanship, and are of a type generally 
associated with the long barrow period dating from 
about 1700 or 1800 B . C . to 1300 to 1400 B .C . Copper 
and bronze were in use at this time and it is interesting 
to note that the implements were found at a depth of 
about two feet at the same level as the bed of the crude 
hearth shown in F igure 6 in which many fragments of 
pottery assigned to the Bronze or Ear ly Iron age were 
excavated. Only about one quarter of the hearth is 
shown in the photograph. Upon a bed of clay was a 
layer of about three to four inches of flints, the 
greater percentage of which had been subjected to 
considerable heat. Upon this bed of burnt flints 
was found a large number of pieces of very friable 
pottery. There is little doubt that the pieces are frag-
ments of broken food vessels apparently, from measure-
ments made, about 10 to 12 inches in diameter, and that 
they were broken in use probably when resting upon the 
large flint nodules which were embedded in the hearth. 
So friable were the pieces that great difficulty was 
experienced in extracting them, and very gradual drying 
was necessary to prevent them fal l ing to pieces on 
exposure to the atmosphere. When dry the pieces were 
impregnated with cellulose. 



F i g u r e 2 





F I G u R E 3 . 
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F i g u r e 5 
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