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HE founder of the Church
of St. Peter at St. Albans
was Ulsinus or, to give him
his Saxon name, Ulsig.
He was the sixth Abbot
of the great Monastery of
St. Albans, and governed
here in the reign of
King Etheldred, A.D. 950.
Ulsinus built a church
upon each of the main
OLD ARMOUK, ST. PETER' S.
roads to his Monastery,
St. Michael's to the West, St. Stephen's to the South,
and St. Peter's to the North. This Abbot and founder
of churches appears to have been a strong as well as a
good man, securing from his sovereign confirmations of
all former grants and privileges, and exercising his great
resources and influence for the benefit of the town and
district.
No record exists affecting St. Peter's for nearly 200
years after its foundation.
During this period ten
Abbots reigned and passed, but between A.D. 11191146, Geoffrey de Gorham, the 16th Abbot, according to
Matthew Paris, " gave the Church of St. Peter to the
Infirmary of the Monastery for medicines for the sick."
I take it that the effect of the Abbot's gift was simply
an appropriation by him to the infirmary of the great
tithes. Clutterbuck states that the advowson of the
Vicarage continued in the Abbot and Convent until the
dissolution, upon which it came to the crown, and was
granted to Sir Nicholas Bacon and Thomas Skipworth
in 1544,* and came in the time of Queen Elizabeth to
* Pat. Roll, 36. Hen. V I I I . , p. 27.
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appropriated these oblations. It is unfortunate that,
during the rebellion headed by Wat Tyler, 1380, the
books of the Vicar of St. Peter's, were burnt by the
rioters. Richard II., attended by Judge Tresilian and
1,000 soldiers, visited the town to try the delinquents,
and many of the townsmen were executed.
As early as the beginning of the 15th century, and
probably very much earlier, there existed in the churchyard of St. Peter's, besides the cross of Roger de Stoke,
two small chapels and probably a small hermitage for an
anchoress. One of the chapels known as the Charnel
Chapel dedicated to All Saints, and which appears to
have been under the special protection of a local guild,
known as the " Guild of All Saints of the Charnell," was
situated in the south-west corner of the churchyard.
The site of this chapel has been identified by Mr. Gibbs
and by Mr. Page, who have found in the western
boundary wall of the churchyard clear indications of the
return wall which formed the northern side of the
chapel ; the width of the chapel seems to have been about
11 feet. It has not been possible at present to determine
the length of it, but probably it extended in an easterly
direction, almost to the present south gates of the
churchyard.
The other chapel was known as Cornwall's Chapel,
and was dedicated to the Holy Cross, and probably
adjoined Roger de Stoke's Cross. Cornwall was no
doubt the name of the founder of the Chapel, but I
have not been able to find any record of him. It is
impossible to fix the precise site of this chapel, but in
some references to it, it is called the " West Cross "
instead of the " Holy Cross," and this appears to indicate
a site to the west of the church. It was apparently
re-built in 1488 (Archdeacon of St. Alban's Wills,
Wallingford, fol. 54).
During the 15th century, numerous parishioners whose
wills may still be read at Somerset House, gave legacies
to both these chapels.
Thus we find that John
Reykyndon by his will in 1416, gives a legacy to
" the fabric of the Chapel of the Charnel."
John West
in 1424, gives a legacy to " the Chaplains of the
Charnel and the fabric thereof." During the following
years, Mr. Page has traced no fewer than eleven
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wills containing legacies to the fabric and priests of
the Charnel Chapel.
Richard Herryer in 1466 is
very specific in his description.
He gives a legacy
" to the repairs of the Chapel of All Saints, called
the Charnel Chapel of St. Peter's churchyard." By his
will dated 1448, John Wagstaff desired that his body
might be buried in St. Peter's churchyard " at the
first entry thereof by the Chapel of the Charnel there,"
which gives a clue to the position of this Chapel ; and in
the Church warden's account s, to which further allusion
will be made later, there is a reference under date of
1586 to a desperate—or as we should now say a doubtful
—debt due to the Church by the executors of one John
Nunnye, who had bequeathed 11 s. 8d. " u n t o the
maintenance of the Corner Chapel," and in 1495,
Robert Stodeley directs in his will that he should be
buried opposite the " C o r n e r " Chapel in St. Peter's
churchyard. In 1517 John Green bequeathed a legacy
to the new building of the Charnel Chapel. I find that
in a vestry order dated 7th August, 1751, the churchwardens were directed " to have the wall from the
church gate to the corner by the highway taken down to
a proper height, and to fix on it such pallasades as
Jasper Borradale Esquire hath offered to give for the
same." The wall to which this order relates would be
in the precise position occupied by the south wall of the
Charnel Chapel, and it may well be that the wall so
taken down or lowered at this time was the last remaining
wall of the Chapel on that side.
As r e g a r d s Cornwall's Chapel, Johanna More, in 1440,
gave a legacy " for repairs of the Chapel called
Cornwayle Chapel." By his will dated 14th February,
1458, William Datis directed that he should be buried
in St. Peter's Churchyard " by the cross of Cornwayle,
otherwise called the West Cross." John Purchas in
1459 directed that he should be buried " near the Chapel
of the Cross, called the Rood of Cornwaile." Edward
Westby (no doubt the same Edward Westby who gave
shelter in his house* to King Henry VI. at the time of
the second battle of St. Albans), in 1471 gave a legacy
to the lights of the Holy Cross, and Edward Bensted
two years later gave a legacy " for the repairs of the
* Hall Place, now occupied by Miss Lydekker.
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Chapel of the Holy Cross of Cornwaylle " as well as to
the Chapel of the Charnel, and in 1488 John Tanner
left money for the new building of "Cornwelle Chapel."
In the Churchwarden's accounts under date 1588, there
is a note that it is " agreed that William Moore, Vicar of
St. Peter's towards the repair of the vicarage house,
shall take down the stone house now standing in the
churchyard so as he do sufficiently repair and amend the
churchyard wall where it is now decayed." It seems
not improbable that the stone house so removed was
what then remained of Cornwall's Chapel.
As early as the time of Abbot John de Hertford
(1235-1260) there was an Anchoress in St. Peter's Church.
In 1258, the lady occupying this position, we are told,
had a vision in which she saw an old man with a long
beard climb to the top of the tower, and heard him cry
out u Woe ! W o e ! Woe ! to all the inhabitants of the
earth ! " Consequent upon this unpleasing communication
from the unseen world, it is said there was a great
famine in the land, in which 15,000 persons died in
London alone.*
In 1410, Alice, Anchoress of St.
Peter's, was received into the fraternity of St. Alban's
Abbey # and in 1458, Henry VI., while staying with all
his Court at the Abbey, paid a visit to the Anchoress
here.# The Wills of the Archdeaconry of St. Albans to
the end of the l5th century show that there continued
to be an Anchoress residing within the church precincts,
and bequests are constantly made to her. It is difficult
to understand what could have been the attraction for
this position of Anchoress. The inmates of an Anchorage
were usually admitted by the Bishop, but at St. Peter's
the Anchoress was admitted by the Abbot of St. Alban's.
Some of the Anchoresses appear to have lived by a rule
called the Ancressc Rule, but they fully retained their
civil rights. It is evident, however, that the position was
one much sought after, as we find that in 1479 or 1480,
King Edward IV., Queen Elizabeth his consort, and
many of the Peers of the Realm petitioned Abbot
Wallingford to admit Elizabeth Katherine Holsted as
Anchoress, which he did.$
* Gesta Abbatum S. Albani, I., 388.
#Cott. MSS., Ñero, D. 7.
$
II., 202.
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What was the precise position of the Anchoress'
residence, we do not. know, but in the will of Robert
Growle, dated 18th August, 1456, it is described as
within the precincts of St. Peter's churchyard, which
would lead one to suppose she had a small house in the
churchyard, probably not attached to the church, within
which house was probably an oratory ; and I think it
exceedingly likely that this was the small Chapel of St.
Appollonia, constructed in St. Peter's churchyard,
towards the repair of which Ralph Tremylyn, in 1479,
left a legacy of 2 d . , and to which William Hawse left
a like sum in 1524.
With regard to
the fabric of the
Church, it may be
said that of the
Saxon Church built
by Abbot Ulsinus
in the latter half of
of the l0th Century
we have no knowledge, but that this
Church, or the principal part of it, was
re-built in less than
200 years is clear
from the quantity
of
late
Norman
moulded
stones
which were found
during Lord Grimthorpe's
recent
alterations.
We
W E S T E R N D O O R W A Y O F S T . PETER, S C H U R C I I
have hardly more
B E F O R E T H E A L T E R A T I O N S OF
1893.
information about the Norman Church than we have of
the Saxon, although it seems likely, judging from the
evidence of the 13th Century Western door, which
existed up to the time of Lord Grimthorpe's alterations,
that a part of the Western end was re-built during the
13th Century. It is difficult from the old sketches we have
of the tower and Eastern portion of the Church, to
arrive at any very definite conclusion as to the date of
these parts of the Church before they were re-built at
the beginning of the present Century.
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The wills of persons dying in the parish during the
15th century, show by the bequests of sums to the fabric,
that repairs were then in hand, and from the architectural
indications, it seems clear that the nave was entirely
re-built from the foundations, excepting the west and
south doors, at the end of that century. It will be
noticed that the bases of the north and south nave
arcades differ slightly, the southern side being probably
the older. The nave arcade is a good specimen of its
period, the clerestory windows, which have been re-built
of a larger size by Lord Grimthorpe, were peculiarly
low, and each light appeared to be cut out of one piece of
stone.
The church, down to the beginning of the
present century, consisted of a nave with north and
south aisles, transepts and chancel, the entrances being
on the north, west and south sides.
The vaulting
shafts on the north and south aisles indicate an intention
to have erected a groined roof. The south transept
probably formed the Lady Chapel, and among the
bequests in the wills of the early part of the 15th
century, before mentioned, are several items referring to
a painting to be executed in this Chapel, and we find
from the Churchwarden's accounts that the Chapel was
repaired in 1624 under the name of " the South Chapel."
In the north transept was probably the altar of St.
John the Baptist, where services were held of the guild of
that name which existed in the church during the 14th
century, but which was dissolved at the time of the
Wat Tyler rebellion. There are references in the wills
for the Archdeaconry of St. Albans to the pulpitum, or
rood loft which crossed the chancel arch, and to lights
before the images of the Rood or crucifix, and the
figures of the Virgin and St. John, which were placed
on either side of it. Besides the high altar, of course
dedicated to St. Peter, and near to which was probably
the picture of St. Peter mentioned in the will of Richard
Boydekyn, we have mention of the altars of the Holy
Trinity and St. Giles, but the position of these, cannot,
from our present information, be fixed. There were in
the Church many images, a term used both for paintings
and sculptured figures. Of these we have St. Christopher,
which was probably a painting in the nave where it
would be easily seen, for according to the legend,
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whoever set eyes on St. Christopher need fear no ill for
the remainder of the day, and Mr. Keyser tells us there
was hardly a church in Èngland that had not a painting
of this saint. There were also images of St. Thomas of
Canterbury, a painting of whom was most popular in
this country, St. Nicholas the bishop, St. James, St.
Clement the pope, St. Mary Magdalene, St. Osyth the
Virgin, St. Ursula the Virgin, the Blessed Mary of Pity,
St. John the Baptist, St. Erasmus the bishop, St. Giles
the Abbot, the Blessed Henry, king and martyr, (i.e.
Henry VI.), and St. Catherine.* There are still the
remains of some fifteenth century mural decorations of
single oak leaves in red, on the vaulting shafts in the
south aisle.
The windows of the North aisle contain what remains
of the ancient coloured glass, with which formerly the
Church seems to have been well endowed. The only
figure, however, still intact, is the head and half the
body of an Ecclesiastic of probably the 15th century.
This will now be found in the 3rd window from the
West. The glass in the remaining windows, has, during
past and recent restorations been so hopelessly mixed
and jumbled, that it is impossible to trace any design
whatever in it. Heads, legs, buildings, armorial bearings
and helmets are intermingled in hopeless confusion. It
is much to be regretted that some attempt was not
made, while the Church was recently in the hands of
contractors, to preserve and restore these very interesting
relics. Possibly even now, a skilled hand might restore
the fragments to some sort of order.
In the year 1888, the Rev. H. Fowler read a paper to
this Society recording an examination which he had
recently made of this ancient glass. The paper was
never permanently recorded, and I therefore give the
following extracts from it.
Speaking of the most Eastern window, Mr. Fowler
says—" in the cusped head of the light, is a small figure
of an Ecclesiastic, holding in his left hand a model of a
church ; his right hand is raised in an attitude of
benediction. This no doubt represents the Saxon Abbot
Wulsin or Ulsinus, the founder of the Church. This
picture lias a border checky charged with horseshoes.
* Those are taken from the s of the Archdeaconry of St. Albans.
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This is heraldic. The horseshoe border denotes, I
believe, that the glass was given by a person bearing the
surname of Ferrers. A family of that name possessed
land in the parish at. an early period. The Book of
Benefactors of the Abbey records that John Ferrers,
seneschal to Henry, Earl of Warwick, was admitted to
the fraternity, and gave 10s. of annual rent, arising out
of four tofts, situate in New-lane, in St. Peter's parish.
The entry, however, is undated. His wife, Agatha, was
a daughter of Adrian Brekespere, of Langley. In 1487,
William Victor, by his will directs that his body be
buried in St. Peter's Church before St. Christopher, near
the grave of Edward Ferrers, his wife's brother, and a
Thomas Ferrers, bailiff of St. Albans, was admitted to
the monastic fraternity in 1493. It is highly probable
that a member of this family was the doner of the glass.
The interesting fact that the shield of Edmund de
Langley exists in one window, has been pointed out by
Mr. K. Tarte. These interesting relies of ancient glass
are well worth examination."
The figure of Abbot Wulsin, I regret to say, I cannot
now trace in any of the windows.
In the later years of last Century the old glass was
examined by Salmon and also by Pridmore. The MS.
and sketches of the latter, in the possession of Baroness
Dimsdale, show that at that period there was old
coloured glass in the windows both North and South
aisles.
Pridmore mentions that one window of the North
aisle contained the head of Abbot John Wheathampstead,
and the MS. contains a sketch of the head which
exactly corresponds with the head of the Ecclesiastic,
which, as I have already mentioned, is the only complete
figure still intact. In a MS. note to the sketch is the
following remark—" Painted glass in one of the windows
of St. Peter's, by tradition said to be the portrait of
John de Wheathampstead, the 33rd Abbot—the initial
letter J with a crown over it, repeated upon his garment,
gives some probability to the account."
The Pridmore MS. describes some of the old glass
in the window of the South aisle as follows : — " The
most Eastern window has some figures partly broken,
but it seems a distribution of bread. One figure seems

From a Sketch io Jones* " Illustrations ot Hertfordshirein
M.S. Department, British Museum.
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coming with a basket of loaves on his shoulder, some of
the others have them in their hands. In the next
window is what Salmon describes as the murder of the
King of the East Angles, but if he had inspected closer
he would have found it to be that of Amphibalus. The
other window on the South side represents burning a
heretick and heretical books, but the particulars of none
of the representations but that of Amphibalus is clear."
Since this portion of my paper was read to the Society,
it has come to my knowledge that sketches of three of
the old glass windows are to be found in the MS.
department of the British Museum, in a MS. collection
known as Jones' Illustrations of Hertfordshire.
The
subjects depicted in these sketches are somewhat
gruesome, and as they do not contain details of the
leading of the original windows, the sketches are perhaps
not so valuable to the Archaeologist as they would
otherwise have been. There can however, be no doubt
that as mere sketches they are fairly accurate. I have
succeeded in tracing distinctly in the fragmentary glass
now remaining in the windows, many portions of the
sketches, and I cannot help thinking that with their aid,
the glass of two at least of the old windows might be
restored to something like its original state.
The church and parish records consist mainly of
churchwardens' accounts from the year 1572 to the
present time, vestry order books between 1711 and 1802,
and between 1852 and the present time, registers of
marriages, baptisms and burials, commencing in 1558,
and extending almost continuously from that year until
the present time.
The churchwardens' accounts and the vestry order
books contain a mass of interesting information.
The first item of interest in the accounts is dated in
1573, the 15th year of Queen Elizabeth, and is as
follows: " P a i d to the ringers at coming of the Queen
through the town . . . . unto Gorhambury."
In the year 1577 occurs the following entry : " T o
the ringers when the Queen's Majesty came to the Bull,
9s." " For ringing two days at the Queen's Majesty
last being here, 5s. 4d."
Upon the occasions of these visits the Queen was the
guest of her trusted Lord Keeper, Sir Nicholas Bacon,
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at the house, of which the ruins still exist, in Gorhambury
Park.
The next entry consists of an interesting inventory of
goods remaining in the church at the same period, The
inventory may be valuable to the student of the history
of the Ornaments of the rubric, and I therefore note the
existence of it for his benefit. In the earlier years of
the reign of Edward VI., inventories were made by
royal command of Church goods throughout the kingdom,
and the inventory taken of the goods at St. Peter's
church still exists.
It is printed at length in Mr.
u
Cussan's book on Church Goods in Hertfordshire." A
comparison of this list with the list in the church Wardens'
accounts shows that St. Peter's parish did not, during
Edward VI.'s reign, escape what Dr. Jessop calls " the
great plunder," of that period.
The accounts contain many interesting items in
connection with church literature and furniture.
In 1583 occurs a charge of 35s. 6d. for a Bible, and
the Injunctions ; also 2s. 6d. for bosses and a chain and
hook and silk for the Bible. The practice of chaining
the Bible to the desk was continued well on into the
following Century, for in 1625 we find a charge of 8d.
" for mending the clasp of the book and chain."
Through the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries there
are many charges for hour glasses for the pulpit.
In 1586 the books in use in the church appear to have
consisted of " 2 new Bybles bossed and clasped, one a
folio the other a quarto, a Communion Book, a new
Psalter, the psalmes pricked (that is, set out for music),
in four parts, two volumes of Homilies," and last, but by
no means least, " The Paraphase of Erasmus upon the
Gospels."
In 1628 the sum of 2s. 4d. was paid at the time of the
Visitation of the ordinary for two books, one of prayer
for the Queen, and the other an order for the people to
put off their hats in time of divine service.
In 1618 the Ten Commandments and the King's Arms
were, by order of the vestry, " set up at the east end of
the church in a frame of timber covered with canvas."
The King's Arms were, as appears from the accounts,
carefully painted out in the days of the great rebellion,
and as carefully painted in again at the Restoration.

r \! \»
From a Sketch in Jones' " Wustrations of Hertfordsblre," in tbe
M.S. Department, British Museum.
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In 1685 a payment was made " for a frame for the
King's order (which was posted up in the church)
touching the time for his healing the evill." As is well
known, from the time of Edward the Confessor down to
that of Queen Anne, the English kings and queens
claimed the power of curing scrofula by Royal touch.
The practice is said to have reached its greatest height
in the time of Charles II., and upwards of 90,000
persons are said to have been touched between 1660 and
1682. The strong good sense of William III. stopped
the practice in his time, but Queen Anne revived it, and
amongst others touched Dr. Samuel Johnson, without,
however, effecting any cure in his case at least. The
prayer books of her reign contain a special service for
regulating the ceremony.
There are a number of entries in the church warden's
accounts, which carry one in thought to many a
memorable event in the historv of the last three
centuries. These entries mainly record payments for
ringing the bells, or for the purchase of books of special
prayers.
Amongst other events thus recorded is THE
EARTHQUAKE OF 1580, when part, of St. Paul's and of
the Temple Church fell in. The churchwardens have a
charge for " four books for the earthquake." These
were no doubt special forms published by ecclesiastical
authority for a national humiliation in connection with
this calamity. The arrest of the notorious ANTHONY
BABBINGTON
and his associates (who conspired the
assassination of Queen Elizabeth and the establishment
of Mary Queen of Scots as Queen of England) was the
occasion of a joyous peal of bells in 1587. The defeat
of the SPANISH A R M A D A finds a record in 1589, by payments made to the bellringers, and to " W. Grimsell,
the paritor, for a note by him brought to ring for our
good success against the Spaniards." " Paid to ringers
at that time, 4s. 8d."
Again in 1593 and 1597 occur charges for what
appear to have been special forms of prayer " for the
navy " and " for the good success of Her Majesty's
Navy."
The bells were rung and faggots were lighted at the
parish expense in 1658 upon the PROCLAMATION OF THE
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This was the unambitious Richard
Cromwell (son of Oliver) who resigned a few months
after his proclamation.
A peal was rung in 1659 when General Monk came
into the town immediately before the RESTORATION of
Charles II., and in 1660 the ringers were again rewarded
on the day the " King's Majesty was crowned."
In 1666 there was a peal for " t w o victories against
the Dutch."
In 1683 there is an item of money paid for "a book
of thanksgiving for deliverance from the late plot."
This refers to the R Y E HOUSE PLOT for the assassination
of Charles II. on his way to Newmarket.
In 1685 the ringers were pealing the bells for
u victory in the West against the Rebels."
This refers
to Monmouth's rebellion and King James II.'s victory at

L O R D PROTECTOR.

SEDGEMOOR.

In 1690 the bells were celebrating the victory of THE
BOYNE, and again in 1 7 0 6 Marlborough's victory at
RAMILLIES.
His earlier and more famous victory at
Blenheim is, however, unrecorded in the church annals.
In 1739 the nation went mad over the SPANISH W A R .
The declaration of war was wildly greeted from a
thousand steeples, including St. Peter's—a war, it will
be remembered, to which the great minister Sir Robert
Walpole was forced by popular pressure to consent
against his better judgment. " They may ring their
bells n o w " the great minister said bitterly, " b u t tliey
will soon be ringing their hands,"—a prophecy which was
fulfilled.
The descent upon the country from Scotland by the
Young Pretender in 1745, apparently found no favour
in the parish, for the church bells rang in j o y for his
defeat at CULLODEN, and again on the day appointed for
a public thanksgiving for " the defeat of the rebels."
In 1695 a payment was made for " a book of thanksgiving for the King's safe delivery from assassination."
This refers to SIr JOHN FENWICK'S JACOBITE PLOT for
assassinating King William III. at Richmond.
On the 3rd October, 1 7 9 8 , we find THE BATTLE OF
THE N I L E recognised thus: " Paid ringers for Lord
Nelson's victory over the French." The date is worth
noting—3rd October—the date of the battle was 1st
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August. It took upwards of two months for the news
to travel home from a locality from which in these days,
even without the aid of the telegraph, news would reach
us in a few days only.
The bells rang for the proclamation of PEACE IN 1814,
when the allied armies were in Paris, and Napoléon was
in banishment at Elba, but it is noticeable that the two
greatest victories of all, Trafalgar and Waterloo, find no
reflection in the churchwardens' accounts. This may be
accounted for in the case of Trafalgar by the sorrow of
the country for the death of its hero outweighing the
j o y in his victory. In the case of Waterloo may we
not believe that the ringers scorned to take fees from
their churchwardens for the crowning mercy of this
victory ?

The Church records are again very interesting during
the period of the conflict between Charles I. and the
Parliament, and reveal the dominant Puritan spirit of
the parish at that period. On this part of my subject,
I hâve taken the liberty of making very free use of Mr.
A. E. Gribbs' notes.
In 1634 a payment is recorded " for a book of liberty
that was read in the church." I have been a good deal
puzzled what this u Book of Liberty " could have been,
and have come to the conclusion that it was the " Book
of Sports," which was issued by King James I., in 1617,
for the régulation of Sunday amusements. While
prohibiting bull and bear-baiting and bowls, it expressly
gave liberty (hence the name u Book of Liberty " )
for dancing, archery, leaping, maypoles, and other
recreations. James ordered this book to be read in
church by the clergy, but there was an outcry, and the
order was withdrawn. His son, Charles, in 16-33, not
only directed the re-publication of his father's declaration,
but, with the help of Laud, insisted on its being read by
the clergy. As the entry in question occurs in the
following year, 1634, it can hardly, I think, be doubted
that the " Book of Liberty" which the churchwardens
paid for, to be read in the church was the same book as
that which has come down to us under the title of the
Book of Sports."
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In 1628, Anthony Smith was appointed Vicar of St.
Peter's, and he held the living for some years. He was
a pluralist, and one of the " scandalous ministers " who
were ejected by the committee appointed by the Long
Parliament. He seems to have been the cause of
unpleasant.ness in the parish in 1635, for the accounts
show that there was some trouble about the Communion
Table, which entailed an outlay of 2l 16s.
There is also an item of expenditure for a " b o o k
which had been issued by Royal authority about the
plague, which Mr. Smith would have "—an expression
which indicates that that Churchwarden was making up
his accounts in a decidedly irritable frame of mind.
Mr. Smith, ate his Visitation dinner regularly at the
expense of the parish, and the feeling against him grew
stronger as time went on. One of the first entries in a
book of accounts, commencing 1640, is a copy of a
petition which the parishoners sent to both Houses of
Parliament. They state that the Vicar is a pluralist, a
non-resident, and stands charged with divers crimes, and
that the Bill against pluralists having been passed, he is
compelled to resign one of his benefices. They learn
that he is about to give up the living of St. Peter's, of
which Matthew Wren, Bishop of Ely, a supporter of
Archbishop Laud, was the patron. They are afraid that
the Bishop will put in another unpopular Vicar, and
they therefore met on Sunday afternoon, on the 1st
May, 1642, and signed these petitions, asking the
protection of the two Houses.
Fifty-seven of the
parishoners, including the three churchwardens, attached
their names, and they appointed Colonel Alban Coxe, of
Beaumonts (who was afterwards a friend and strong
supporter of Oliver Cromwell), and Philip Oxton, of
Nast Hyde, to represent them. The Parliament was at
this time beginning to feel its power and was setting the
king and his advisers at defiance. They at once granted
the request of the parishoners.
A copy of an order is entered, in which the Lords in
Parliament direct the Bishop of Ely not to " put in any
minister into the vicarage of St. Peter's aforesaid, but
such as this House shall approve and like of." There is
also entered a resolution directing that the cost of the
petition should be borne by the parish. We find that
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counsel was paid 1ls. for drawing the petition against
Mr. Smith to the committee for Scandalous Ministers,
and 3s. for the petition to the two Houses, and " Master
Cox " received 15s. 6d. for the order of Parliament above
referred to. So Mr. Anthony Smith was ejected, and at
a vestry held on the 25th of February, 1643, " Mr.
Rathborne, who hath sometimes taught in this parish "
was desired to officiate as Vicar, it being stipulated that
he should reside amongst his flock. The Covenant was
at this time engrossed on a parchment roll, at a cost of
2s. 6d. The extremes to which men rushed in this time
of excitement are shown by the wanton destruction of
works of art which were supposed to contain Papistical
allusions. This is illustrated by the payment of 5s. " to
the man that came to take off the Popish sentiments
from the graves and windows." A man was sent
throughout the country to cut off such words as " Pray
for the soul of " from tombstones, and any allusions to
the Blessed Virgin, or indeed anything else that displeased his sour Puritanism. This wretch is responsible
for a great deal of terrible iconoclasm. Coloured
windows were smashed, brasses were mutilated, grave
stones were defaced, and all manner of irreparable
mischief was done.
Anthony Smith, referred to above, was not the only
Vicar of the parish whom the parishoners endeavoured
to remove. There was an earlier Vicar in 1592-3—one
William Moore —who incurred their resentment, as the
following entries show : —
u For churchWardens' exps. to London to remove the
Vicar, 12s. 10 d.
" For 2 horses to Hertford, to learn the truth of the
Vicar's decease of Gavision, his surgeon, 2 s.
u For charges unpaid in the suit in the Consistory
Court, against Vicar Moore, 38s."
T o return, however, to the Commonwealth period, the
accounts further show that the ringers were paid a
special fee for pealing the bells " when the Bishops were
put beside their votes in the House of Lords." It will
be remembercd that the Long Parliament, in the early
period of its existence, deprived the Bishops of their
votes in temporal matters. The rejoicings on that
occasion did not, however, prevent the parish authorities
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from ringing for the King when he subsequently visited
the town in the same year, from which it is to be feared
that circumstances forced upon the parishioners at that
period, a system of judicious trimming.
The acute stage of the dispute between king and
Parliament (which in 1643 had broken out into open
hostilities) is reflected in the following entry: " Given
to a soldier that came from Edge Hill, 5s."
On the 14th of June, 1645, the first period of the
Great Civil War was ended by the decisive victory of
Fairfax, Cromwell, and Ireton against the king and
Prince Rupert, at Naseby. Five hundred officers and
5,000 men fell prisoners to the victorious generals. The
prisoners were brought straight up to London, and in
the following week were paraded (3,000 of them)
through the streets of London, thronged with a
triumphant multitude. St. Albans lies in the direct line
between Naseby and London, and that some of these
prisoners on their miserable march passed one or more
days and nights in safe custody within St. Peter's Church,
is shown by an entry in the accounts for that year, of a
payment " for making clean the church when the
Cavaliers lay there."
But the fight at Naseby, decisive for a time as it was,
did not end the Civil War. The Royal party, though
staggered by that blow, at length found themselves—or
thought themselves—again strong enough to try conclusions with the victorious Parliament, and it was
not until Colchester had been besieged and taken by
Fairfax, after an obstinate and prolonged defence, that
Charles' cause was hopelessly crushed. Then for the
second time a multitude of prisoners fell into the hands
of Fairfax. The minds of the victorious Commanders
were inflamed—to an extent which history condemns —
against their prisoners, and numbers of them, after
having been plundered even to their shirts, were marched
west ward to Bristol, and there the survivors of the
march were sold as slaves for the West Indies, or for
service in Continental armies. The direct line from
Colchester to Bristol runs through St. Albans, and there
is no doubt that a considerable number of these wretched
prisoners were, in the course of their weary journey,
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confined within St Peter's Church. The fact is recorded
by the churchwardens in hard, matter-of-fact words :—
u Paid for taking down the windows and removing
the things out of the church when the Colchester
prisoners lay there, 4s."
" Paid to a man for making clean the church after the
prisoners were gone, 7s. 6d
" Paid for nailing up the church door when the
prisoners were there, 6d."
" Paid a tax for bread and cheese for the prisoners,

The O R G A N which now stands under the tower, and
which, until the recent restoration stood in a gallery at
the west end, was presented to the church by Dr. Packe,
in the year 1723. It had formerly belonged to the
Chapel Royal, at Windsor, and the crown which still
rests upon the instrument attests its royal origin. The
parish determined to build a gallery to receive their
costly gift, and we find that on the 7th November, 1723,
a general vestry assembled and ordered that " a gallery
now erecting in ye said church, by voluntary subscriptions, be compleated and finish'd ; to stand at ye west
end of ye church, upon eight pillars, with a pair of
stairs at each end. And also that an organ, giv'n to ye
said church by Christopher Packe, M.D , with the new
case now in making to it, to render ye said organ more
usefull and ornamental, (which when finished will be
about twenty feet in height, about ten feet in breadth,
and about five feet in depth), be erected, and fix'd upon
ye said gallery, built for that purpose, and be dedicated
to ye honour of God and ye service of ye church for
ever."
It is evident that the parish were very pleased with
themselves and their gallery ; probably their satisfaction
would not have been diminished even had they known
that in less than five generations the taste of their
successors would condemn their western gallery as no
longer tending either to the honour of God or the
service of the Church.
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The B E L L S of St. Peter's yield as beautiful a peal as
exists in the county, and there is every reason to believe
that the metal of which they are chiefly composed is the
same metal as that of which the bells of the church were
composed during the middle ages and previoualy.
In the year 1573, a payment was made by the
churchwardens to one Samuel Taylor for repairing the
great bell, and there are items for hanging and mending
the clapper of the same bell. In 1605 a new treble bell
was cast at a cost of 7l. 6s. 8d., and its arrival was
celebrated by the expenditure by the church Wardens of
12d. in beer.
In the year 1628 the parish bells which up to that
date had been four in number, were re-cast into five
bells, at a cost of 26l. 13s. 4d. They appear to have
been re-cast on the spot, a pit being dug for that purpose.
In a similar way one of them was re-cast three years
later, and soon afterwards a sixth bell was added.
On the 4th of June, 1728, at a general vestry of the
parishioners, it was ordered that " the six bells in their
steple, being all (except one) broken, crack'd, or otherwise maim'd, spoil'd, or useless, shall for the honour and
ornament of God's house and the reputation and pleasure
of the said parish, be now cast into eight bells, and have
a propper quantity of new metal add'd to make them a
compleat and musical sett."
Nothing appears to have been done under this order,
for on the same day of the following year we find this
order made by the vestry : — " That their six bells, being
by frequent use and length of time become spoiled, and
broke, or untuneable, shall be forthwith taken down and
now cast into six new musical bells of the same weight
as these aro or as near as may be." The order proceeds
to levy a rate for meeting this expense and to appoint a
committee to make the necessary arrangements and enter
into the necessary contracts.
At the same vestry a further order seeins to have been
submitted, but as (unlike all the other orders) no
signatures are appended, I in fer that it was not carried.
This was the order proposed : — u The inhabitants and
land-holders of the parish, out of due regard to the
honour and ornament of God's house, and the reputation
and pleasure of the said parishoners, being desirous of
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having two new bells added to the six now ordered to be
re-cast, and many of them being willing to contribute
towards defraying that additional charge, we, whose
names are hereunder written, do agree and order that
two new bells be forthwith added to the six to he hung
up in our steeple with them to make a tuneable set of
eight bells."
This matter of the bells appears to have lain very
near the heart of Dr. Robert Rumney (who for the long
period of 28 years was vicar of the parish) for all the
three orders are written out in his own neat and scholarly
handwriting, and it is evident he took immense interest
in the matter. That ultimately he got his way as
regards the two new bells appears from " a peal of Bob
Major" having been rung in December, 1729, by the
Ancient Society of College Youths " on the augmentation
of the bells from six to eight."
Of the eight bells thus re-cast or added in 1720, three
are in the same state now as they were then, namely,
the bells now numbered 3, 6 and 10.
No. 3 carries the following inscription in raised letters
round its rim : " Purchased by subscription obtained
by the Rev. Robert Rumney, D.D., vicar. R. Phelps
made me, 1729."
No. 6 is inscribed, " R. Phelps fecit 1729."
No. 10, which is the big tenor bell, is inscribed:
" R. Phelps made me in 1729. The Revd. Robert
Rumney, Vicar, Wm. Kentish, Geo. Caufield, Wm.
Esam, churchwardens. For casting these six bells
Pierce Griffiths, Esq., Wm. Willis, and Samuel Dagnall
were trustees and assistants to the said vicar and churchwardens for casting these six bells."
So much for the three old bells of 1729, now No. 3,
6 and 10.
Bell No, 5 was recast bv John Warner and Sons, of
London, in 1887, but the old legend on the bell of 1729
was repeated as follows : — " Intactum sileo percute dulce
cano. R. Phelps Londinii me fecit 1729."
Bell No. 4 bears an inscription showing that it was
re-cast by J. Bryant, of Hertford in 1812.
Bell No. 7 bears an inscription commemorative of the
rebuilding of the tower in 1805, and gives the names of
the Vicar and churchwardens, and the words, u J. Briant,
Hertford, Fecit."

156

s. a l b a n s a n d h e r t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l a n d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l

society.

Two new bells, now Nos. 1 and 2, bringing the number
up to ten, were added in 1787, apparently to celebrate
the 24th year of the churchwardenship of Mr. Cornelius
Nichols. The inscriptions on the bells state that they
were raised by voluntary subscription, and also contain
the legend, " J. Briant, Hertford, fecit, 1787." The
first peal (of Treble Bob Royal) on the ten bells was
rung in December, 1788, by the Ancient Society of
College Youths.
Mr. Cornelius Nichols figures largely for a quarter of
a century in the vestry books and accounts, and his
large firm handwriting and signature attest a man of
strong character and individuality.
Two more new bells, bringing up the number to 12,
were added in 1868. These last were presented by Mr.
John Lewis, whose services were acknowledged by a
slab affixed to the belfry wall, and inscribed as follows :—
u John Lewis, of this parish, Nonconformist, added two
bells to complete the peal of 12, and rang them on
Tuesday, Mav 19th, 1868. He died on Wednesday,
May 27th, 1868. H. N. Dudding, Vicar."
In the year 1883, the two bells last mentioned, and
two of the 1729 bells, were removed by Messrs. J.
Taylor and Co.. of Loughborough, who in exchange
for them erected two new bells, which are now in use
and numbered 8 and 9, thus reducing the number from
12 to 10, at which number they still remain.

There appears to have been a dispute as to the
boundaries between St. Peter's and St. Andrew's parishes
in 1467, when the Vicar of St. Andrew seems to have
done something akin to BEATING THE BOUNDS. (Wheathampstead II., 74).
I do not know when the general practice originated
of making an annual perambulation of the parish
boundaries, but the first references in the churchwardens'
accounts to such perambulations occur towards the
end of the 17th century. These perambulations—or
processionings as they were called—seem to have been
occasions of much rough joviality, as the following
entries show :—
u 1685.—Beer for those that went in procession on
Ascension Day, 5s. 6d."
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" F o r beer when we went in procession to Colney
Heath,6s.4d.
"
parish, 2l. 8s. 9d."
" 1743.—Paid at the Bell, when we went a processioning, 17s. 8d."
T h a t real business was occasionally done upon these
processionings appears from the following entries : —
" 1768. — Paid expenses on going a processioning with
St. Michael's parish on a dispute, 17s. 5d.
" Paid on settling the dispute with St. Michael's parish
about Gombard's, at thè Angel, 10s. 6d." A very genial
way of settling the dispute !
In the fly-sheet of the Vestry Order Book, commencing
in 1762, I find a formal agreement between St. Peter's
Parish and the Abbey parish regarding their common
boundaries. The document is dated in 1764. Less
than 150 years have elapsed since the bounds of the
parishes were ascertained—as the document recites—
" for ever," but who would now undertake with certainty
to trace the line laid down in it ? T h e agreement is as
follows :—" Whereas the meets and bounds of the parish
of St. Alban and the parish of St. Peter, have by
length of time, neglect of processioning, and other
causes, of late not been sufficiently ascertained, from
whence strife and discord may arise, now to settle and
compose all dissentions, it is this day, being Monday in
Whitsun week, agreed that the meets and bounds be
henceforth and for over deemed to be as follows : —viz.,
from the third post in Matthew Iremonger, Esq's. garden
fence to a post at the corner of the Quaker's Burying
Ground, then to a hawthorn bush in the hedge of a f ì e l d
called Jones Field, frome thence along the middle of
the said hedge, to the place where an old pollard ash
tree stood, and where a post is to be erected and from
thence at an angle to the corner of lower Gombard."
The document I have just read recites that the
disputes about the bounds had been caused in part by
" neglect of processioning," but this neglect is certainly
not reflected in the accounts. At London Colney, at
least, the work seems to have been done thoroughly, if
possibly after a somewhat roystering fashion. In that
part of the parish the river Colne is the boundary, and
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it seems to have been the practice to send a man into the
stream to walk the boundary with the utmost exactness
" in medio filo fluminis." Such services as these were
extremely arduous, and accordingly we find the following
entry in May, 1773. " Paid at the Swan at Colney, on
going a processioning, 10s. ; paid for a bottle of gin and
a man going into the water, 3s. 6d. ; paid for the dinner
at the White Horse, 3l 4s. 10d."
With the eighteenth Century the good old phrase
" processioning" passes out of use, and a new and less
picturesque term, " perambulating " takes its place, and
the practice itself soon afterwards disappears.

T h e vestry orders relating to the poor throw interesting
light upon the almost savage character of much of the
P O O R L A W administration of former days.
An order
(lated 8th February, 1775, appointing one Brown to be
governor of the poor of this parish, after enumerating
other emoluments, runs as follows: " T h a t he (i.e.
Brown) be further allowed for his trouble all the profits
of the labour of all and every poor person within the
said workhouse, and that a building be erected within
the yard of the workhouse in order for the poor to work
in—and be fenced—in order that the poor should not
go or get out of the said yard." So the wretched
creatures were not only to be slaves, but prisoners !
An order, dated 2nd December, 1795, directs that the
poor of this parish be immediately advertised to be let
for one year ; that Mr. Hill, the late contractor, do
maintain and look after the poor on behalf of the parish
till they are let ; that he be allowed one guinea per
week and the labour of those poor in the workhouse who
spin yarn, for his trouble. So the poor were not only
prisoners and slaves, but as such were practically bought
and sold !
At an earlier period of the same Century —in 1712 the vestry made an order that " all such boys as shall be
taken breaking hedges and are under the parish care
(kindly fostering care !) be forthwith sent to sea."
The vestry entries for 1712 and 1713 contain evidence
of the terms upon which the parish provided medical
aid for the poor. Here are specimens—"Whereas
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William Brace's wife being very ill, Mr. Page hath
undertaken to cure her, and if he does make a cure to
have one guinea, if not, nothing." " That Dr. Ruth be
paid for a cure on John Nickols and Anthony Findall's
daughter, two pounds." Some may regret that this
excellent method of medical remuneration has in these
days fallen into disuse.
For many years past, it has been felt in the parish
that the condition of the C H U R C H Y A R D of St. Peter's has
been far from creditable and strenuous efforts are now
being made—and with considerable success—to alter
this state of things, and to make the churchyard orderly
and beautiful.
I fear that during last century, too, the care of God's
acre left much to be desired, for I find that in 1787 the
vestry passed this order :—" That the present churchwardens are desired to inform the Rev. Mr. Doyley (the
vicar) that the parishoners are dissatisfied with his cows
running over the part of the churchyard where the
graves are." F i f t y years previously the churchwardens
had made this entry in their accounts : " Paid for
minding ye churchyard hog, ls." There would, therefore, seem to be some evidence that the churchyard was
in those days put to uses which would not now be
tolerated.
Earlier still, in the middle of the 17th century, the
churchwardens paid 8d. " for a bar to keep the horses
out of the church porch." Horses may have been
allowed to graze in the churchyard, but it is perhaps
more probable that these were horses which had brought
worshippers from distant parts of this very extensive
parish, and which during divine service were grouped
about the entrance to the church.

At a general vestry, held on the 20th April, 1802,
John Emmett and others were elected churchwardens,
but in the minutes of the succeeding vestry, held a week
afterwards, we find the following entry : " A letter was
received from John Emmett, Esq., desiring to decline
the office of churchwarden, which he has a right to do,
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having PROSECUTED A FELON TO CONVICTION within the
parish," and another churchwarden was accordingly
elected in his place. T h e entry is interesting as
illustrating one of the methods adopted last century for
promoting criminal justice. The connection between
the office of churchwarden and the prosecution of a
felon to conviction seems at first sight to be remote, but
an explanation is afforded by an Act passed in the reign
of William III. (10 and 11 William III., c 23). The
Act recited that housebreaking was on the increase, and
after enacting that all housebreakers should be deprived
of benefit of clergy, proceeds further to enact "for the
encouragement of those who vigorously endeavour the
apprehending of such malefactors" that any person
actually apprehending a housebreaker and prosecuting
him to conviction shall receive from the judge a
certificate exempting him from service in parish offices,
and also enabling him to make an assignment to a third
person of such right of exemption.
Some time ago, in searching old family papers, I
found such an assignment to my great grandfather. I
do not know what the office was the burden of which he
desired to escape, but in his need he discovered someone
who had captured a felon and who was willing to part
with his immunities for the modest sum of 10l. I have
brought to this meeting the certificate granted by the
judge, and the assignment thereof to my great grandfather, for the inspection of those who are interested in
such matters.
It seems clear, judging from our parish records and
from the assignment referred to, that the good old
practical act of William I I I . was no dead letter.

In the year 1756, the vestry determined that the then
existing belfry should be taken down, and that a new
and higher belfry should be erected. It appears that
the floor of the original belfry was so low as to obstruct
the perspective view of the church, and it was thought
that if a new belfry was constructed with a higher floor,
a full view would be obtained. Now, the original belfry
floor rested against the four great piers which supported
T H E T O W E R , and which were of solid masonry, but the
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original builders had not carried the solid work so high
as the place upon which it was now determined that the
new floor should be fixed, but had built the upper
portions with outside casings only, filling in the centre
with rubble. The alteration was effected, with the
result that the whole tower, by the violation of the
principles upon which it had originally been constructed,
was weakened.
In May, 1785, the liberties which had been taken
thirty years previously with the tower and belfry
produced their natural fruit. The main piers of the
tower were seen to be getting into a dangerous state.
The vestry accordingly directed " that the same be
forthwith substantially repaired and amended, with a
wall of underpinning, so far as the same are bad, and
that estimates be given in by any of the bricklayers of
St. Albans for doing the same."
From this period there commenced a struggle of some
years' duration between the Vicar, the Archdeacon, and
the better classes in the parish, who desired progress
and safety, and those stubborn elements of passive
obstruction within the parish which are common to all
such communities.
The struggle is so typical and so human that I am
tempted even at the risk of being tedious to tell the
story at some length, as gathered from the vestry orders
of the time.
In June, 1785, the vestry directed that the estimate
for the underpinning of the tower was to include 16
pairs of " bond timber,"
feet by 4 feet, and a cross
side to every other pair."
The estimate of one William Agglinton was accepted,
being the lowest. He seems to have been a working
carpenter or bricklayer, and with him was associated a
friend of his, one Daily, as an expert.
These fit associates having undermined the piers of
the tower, prepared to set it on wooden legs. T h e y
dragged from London some huge baulks of memel pine
(being the " b o n d timber " referred to in the Vestry
order) and placed 9 upright timbers in each pier, and
then surrounded them with brickwork separately, and
afterwards walled round and covered with plaster these
four piers, so as to make them look strong, massive
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columns. No less a sum than 2,790l was wasted by
these men, which the churchwardens raised by the sale
of annuities charged upon the rates.
It goes without saying that a masonry tower supported
on wooden legs could not have a long life. Accordingly
we are not surprised to find that at a vestry meeting,
held in 1790, the Vicar, the Rev. Thomas Doyley, called
attention to the matter. On his motion it was ordered
that a great London expert, Mr. Norris, surveyor to
Christ's Hospital, be asked to inspect the four pillars of
the tower and report thereon.
On the 3rd May, 1790, the great man delivered
himself of the following oracular opinion, which rather
reminds one of the opinion of Dr. Owl, recorded in the
rhymes of our childhood, touching the death of Jenny
Wren—" Dr. Owl then declared that the cause of her
death, he really believed was the want of more breath"—
Mr. Norris said : " I am of opinion that so long as the
timbers used in the body of the piers remain sound and
good, the tower may be safe, but should they decay, I
doubt the tower's standing ; am sorry to say from the
appearance of some of the timbers that were exposed to
view should fear they are proceeding to that state."
The vestry had just spent nearly 3,000l, and were as
yet quite satisfied with their own performances, and
those of Messrs. Daily and Agglington, their expert and
contractor. Accordingly it is not surprising that when
Mr. Norris's opinion was read (great man, as he
undoubtedly was), the vestry found it " not sufficientlv
explicit or decisive," and they accordingly propounded
questions to the great London expert. These are the
questions and the replies—still oracular—which they
elicited.
(1) How long may the timbers which support the
tower continue sound enough to prevent it falling ?—It
is impossible to say for a certainty, but from the
appearance of some parts that were visible in my survey,
they appeared in a state of decay.
(2) Is the fall likely to be sudden ?—I am of opinion
not, as the timbers cannot decay with that equal exactness
as to lose all their effect at one particular time.
(3) Is it safe for the parishoners to continue attending
divine service ?—I am of opinion that settlements will
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continue to appear as the timbers decay, and when
(they) continue to spread (it) may then not be safe for
the parishoners to attend divine service.
T h e views expressed by Mr. Norris were quite enough
for the vicar. H e waited a week, and then recorded
the following vigorous protest—based upon Mr. Norris's
replies to the third question—
" T h e Vicar is sorry to be under the disagreeable
necessity of informing the parishoners that the settlement
in Saint Peter's tower piers, etc., are much spread and
are spreading since Mr. Norris's last report, that a
gradual decay is apparent, that several parishoners will
not in future attend divine service in the said church
till it is deem'd in a state of safety. Under these
circumstances he thinks himself obliged, though most
reluctantly, to discontinue the performance of divine
service in the church, till he receives notice from the
churchwardens it is in a proper state for the same. H e
recommends it to the vestry immediately to take into
consideration the securing the body of the church, the
aisles, and chancel, by taking down the bells, the top of
the tower, etc., before it is too late ; he likewise sincerely
recommends unanimity."
The vestry—after the inevitable adjournment from
the church to the White Horse, an ancient hostelry still
to be seen in St. Peter's Street near the Town Hall—
passed, under the genial influence perhaps of the fare
provided there, the following useful orders.
" That the defective parts of the piers in the church
be immediately plaistered.
T h a t proper levels be taken
of the tower, and in case from that it should appear that
the same is actually in a state of danger, proper steps
will be taken at a future vestry.
This vestry are
likewise of opinion that the towers and piers of the
church are not in a worse state now than when Mr.
Norris first surveyed it. And Mr. Daily, the surveyor
under whose directions the church was repaired, is of
opinion that it is now in as safe a state as when finished
by him. T h a t the bells be not rang till the tower is
judged to be in a safe state, but the ringers be paid for
the regular ringing days as though they had actually
rung."
T h e spirit of the vestry comes out clearly in the above
K
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order—resistence to authority—an obstinate clinging to
foregone conclusions :—setting up the opinions of Mr.
Daily, who, with Agglington, had produced a great part
of the mischief - and the determination that though the
bells were stopped the ringers should be paid. All is
characteristic of a populär body presenting passive
resistance to improvement.
During the week which followed, an effort seems to
have been made to induce the parishioners to follow
their vicar's lead ; the Orders passed at the next meeting
—held this time at the Bell and Crown, instead of the
White Horse—were practically a repetition of those
passed at the previous meeting.
It is recorded that on the 14th June, 1790, " the
officers and parishioners did attend and inspect the
taking down of the defective part of the plastering of
the piers of the tower, and that they were of opinion
and fully persuaded that the same is in a safe state, and
it was ordered that the churchwardens do deliver the
Rev. Mr. Doyley a copy of this order."
It is further recorded that on the 5th July, 1790, " the
levels of the tower showed no change, and that the
piers showed no change, and it was ordered that the
Rev. Mr. Doyley be informed accordingly."
T h e Vicar, however, returned to the charge with a
formal letter, which the vestry took into consideration,
and determined to ask the London expert, Mr. Norris,
and one Mr. Hopcraft, to make a further inspection, and
also ordered Mr. Daily and the workmen on the former
repairs to attend to be examined on oath.
At a vestry meeting held on the 4th August, 1790,
Messrs. Norris and Hopcraft's report was read, condemning the tower.
The report was pretty definite, but the vestry would
not yield. T h e y could not, or would not, believe that
their church could be otherwise than safe, and all that
could be wrung from them was an order " that the
churchwardens do write immediately to Messrs. Norris
and Hopcraft to know if it will be safe to attend divine
service, and whether chiming the bells for that purpose
will be any detriment to the tower."
I have not found the reply to these enquiries, but
apparently they did not encourage the parishioners in
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their opposition, for on the 12th August, 1790, the
vestry ordered " that application should be made for an
Act to borrow money to pay for taking down, rebuilding, or repairing the parish church, or any part
thereof."
This looked very like submission, but two months
later the parish was back again in its old form, utterly
refusing to believe that there was danger of any kind.
In this frame of mind, on 6th October, 1790, they
ordered " that the ringers be not paid for the usual
ringing days unless the bells be rung by them, and that
they ring the same as has heretofore been customary."
The Vicar's answer to his incredulous parishioners
seems to have been a discontinuance of divine service,
for on the 27th October, 1790, at his Visitation, Archdeacon Pott recommended the church Wardens " to put
the church into decent repair, that divine service might
be performed therein," and the vestry thereupon requested the church Wardens, "with any of the parishioners
who choose to attend, to put the church into decent
repair, agreeable to Mr. Archdeacon's recommendation,
which when done to inform Mr. Doyley, our vicar, of
the same, and that they do request him to perform
divine service therein."
The vestry shrink from meeting the recommendation
of so high a dignitary as the Archdeacon with a blank
refusal, but the sullen and obstinate tone of the
order clearly reveals the spirit that possessed them ;
accordingly when shortly afterwards Mr. Pembroke, the
attorney who had charge of the bill, wrote to the vestry
suggesting that he should be paid £200 on account of
the expenses of the Act, the vestry ordered their clerk
to write Mr. Pembroke " that they have considered of
the same, and do desire him to stop all proceedings in
obtaining the said Act until further directions."
Some months now passed, and the Archdeacon appears
again to have pressed his views, but the parish remained
defiant and unconvinced, for on 2nd February, 1791, it is
recorded " that according to a letter laid before the
vestry from the Rev. Mr. Pott, Archdeacon of St.
Albans, to the Rev. Mr. Doyley, our vicar, on the state
of our parish church, it is ordered that a letter be
immediately wrote to Mr. Archdeacon acquainting him
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that we have put the said church into safe and substantial
repair, fit for divine service to be performed therein,
and are willing to attend our vicar, whenever he pleases
to p e r f o r m divine service therein."
Mr. Archdeacon, however, nothing daunted, still tried
persuasive measures, for on the 21st February, 1791, in
consequence of a further letter from him, the vestry
directed " the churchwardens to apply to an able
architect to immediately inspect and report."
This time, however, the crafty parishioners seem to
have secured an able architect after their own hearts.
This was the report, signed by Messrs. Carr and Fisher,
two London experts, which the vestry was able to
submit to the Archdeacon :—
" We have carefully examined the four piers which
support the tower of the church, and having laid before
us the plan of the shores and manner of the oak ties
and bases, fixed in the piers at the time of re-building
them, and enquired of the workmen that fixed the same,
the manner of their executing the said work, and have
at the parts near the ground had holes cut in the piers,
and holes bored into several of the shores, and find them
perfectly sound. And we have no doubt but they will
be capable of supporting the said tower, for at least.
seven years to come. We are also of opinion that at
the period when the tower may fail that it will not be a
hasty failure, but that many cracks and large caverns
will first appear, and that for a considerable time before
there will be any danger. We recommend holes to be
cut near the ground and a hole bored through the shores
with an inch augur, and that the wainscot be pierced
full of holes with a small bitt to admit air to the said
shores."
I t must be confessed that the parishioners scored by
this report. Mr. Archdeacon seems to have felt this, as
he now practically retired from the battle, firing as his
last shot the following diplomatic and sensible letter :—
u
Having received the surveyors' report concerning the
state of St. Peter's Church, it appears to me that no
immediate danger is to be apprehended. I am willing
therefore to wait, more particularly as the late repair has
been very
expensive.....
I
am desirous that the
Church should be opened for Divine Service, and have
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given directions to the Vicar to order the bells to be chimed
for that purpose, the prudent and commendable concern
which the Rev. Mr. D'Oyly has shown for the safety of
his parishioners deserves their most grateful acknowledgments, the very alarming appearances which took place
fully justified his apprehensions. T h e most strict regard
must still be paid to the levels on the tower, to prepare
for the period of decay, which from the nature of fir
timber cannot be very distant."

Mr. Carr's forecast of the life of the tower—seven
years—was justified by events. In February, 1799, Mr.
Carr was again asked to report on the tower, in company
with Mr. James Lewis, surveyor to Christ's Hospital.
They reported that the piers that supported the tower
were in a dangerous state, and the timbers inserted
therein greatly decayed, and that the tower ought to be
taken down.
Upon the above report being laid before the vestry,
they, on the 14th March, 1799, resolved " that this
vestry agree with the surveyors' report on the dangerous
state of the church tower, and that the same be taken
down. Further, that the vestry taking into their consideration the heavy weight of the bells in the tower,
resolved that the same be sold, except the two least, with
the consent of the ordinary."
This resolution brought the vigilant Archdeacon
promptly back into the battle, and good service he did
for future generations in preserving for the parish its
beautiful peal of bells. He wrote :—" It gives me much
concern to find the sale of the bells proposed. I am
aware that the goods of the church may be alienated, but I
think very strong necessity should be shown for it. T h e
motive alleged in the present case is not such as to
incline me to signify m y approbation, though my wish
is to concur in anything which may promote the interests
of the parishioners of Saint Peters."
On J u l y 24th, 1799, the vestry resolved that the tower
of the church be taken down to the top of the arches as
soon as possible. T h e vestry further appointed a
committee to carry this out, and afterwards directed
that one of the bells be erected on the south turret of
the west end of the church.
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On October 21st, 1799, the committee reported that the
purpose for which they were appointed was nearly
executed, and the vestry resolved " t h a t the opening
caused by taking down the tower be covered over with
feather-edged boards, and hip'd on the sides with flashes
of lead, and that a screen be erected from the northwest to the south-west pillar, with a door in the centre
to form an avenue to the chancel."
On December 4th, 1799, it was resolved that in
consequence of the last-mentioned resolutions having
been carried into effect, " it is the opinion of this vestry
that the church is fit for the performance of divine
service, and that the churchwardens are directed to
inform the Archdeacon of the same."
Notwithstanding this expression of the views of the
vestry, the vicar was still unsatisfied as to the safety of
the remains of the tower, and refused to open the church
for divine service, and so matters continued for seven
long months, when yet another survey was held by an
Essendon carpenter and a Berkhamstead bricklayer, who
reported 2 that divine service might at all times be
performed with the most perfect safety, without the
smallest apprehension of danger, and that they had no
doubt but it would continue in the same state for several
years to come."
There is nothing in the books to show what took place
upon this report ; apparently the church was re-opened
for divine service, but nothing was done towards further
dismantling the tower or re-building it. It has been
stated that on the 21st of November, 1801, the whole
floor of the belfry feil down into the church, but what I
suppose really fell was the upper portion of the remains
of the tower, bringing down in its fall the temporary
feather-edge board roof and screen which had been put
up by the vestry. This final catastrope at length aroused
the parishioners to move seriously in the matter, and
they again instructed a solicitor to apply for an Act of
Parliament to enable them to raise the necessary funds
for the work.
From this point, it is difficult, in consequence of the
loss of the vestry order book of the period, to follow
the narrative of the restoration of 1801 to 1803.
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We know that during these years an Act was passed,
that the raising and expenditure of the necessary funds
were, by the Act, put into the hands of special trustees,
appointed for the purpose, that serious quarrels ensued
between the parish and the trustees, that many thousands
of pounds were expended, that the new tower, substantially of the height and appearance which it now
presents, was erected, and that the transepts were
removed and the chancel shortened, almost out of
existence, but that in other respects the earlier work was
left practically untouched. It was during this period
that Pridmore visited the church. He mentions that
many fragments of old gravestones, stone coffins, and
pieces of carved mouldings, the relics of a former church,
were found worked into the solid walls. He gives some
sketches (which I have reproduced) of old stones thus
found. They appear to be the lids of stone coffins.
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found in the fabric of the Tower on the Restoration of
From a sketch in the Pridmore Collection in the possession of
Baroness Dimsdale, of Essendon.

STONE COFFIN L I D S

1802-4.

In 1898, the church being in a dilapidated condition,
Lord Grimthorpe generously undertook its restoration.
He made considerable alterations in the fabric, as is well
known, probably, to the members of this society. He
lengthened the church by one bay westward, and
carried the north aisle out four feet, inserting a rose—in
place of a perpendicular—window at the west end, and
putting in the present decorated—in place of the
perpendicular—windows on the north side. He also
lengthened the chancel, and did away with the old
vestry on the north side, building new vestries against
the tower and chancel on the south side, and he re-built
the porch. Of the internal fittings he took down the
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western gallery and removed the organ to the east end
of the church. He strengthened the tower at the angles,
and erected the present stone work in place of battlements.
A helmet* and some shackles are now hanging in the
vestry of the church. These were dug up some years
ago, on the north side of the church. The helmet
belongs to the middle of the 16th century, and although
originally intended for defensive use, has evidently been
made up for mortuary purposes. There is every
probability that it hung over the tomb of Sir Richard
Lee, of Sopwell, who was a famous soldier in Henry
VIII.'s reign, and received a large share of the spoils of
the monasteries, especially those in this neighbourhood.
He died in 1580, and was buried in the church. As to
the shackles, nothing is known.
The length to which this paper has already extended
precludes my dealing as fully as the subject deserves
with the mural tablets, brasses, and gravestones,
belonging or which have belonged, to the church.
These must form the subject of a future paper. It is
painful to think of the havoc wrought in the fine old
gravestones formerly within the chancel and two
transepts, which, when these portions of the old church
were destroyed in 1803, were either broken up and
used as building material, or ruthlessly thrown into the
churchyard, and left exposed to the ravages of the
weather and rough treatment. Amongst them is a fine
old stone, inscribed in 1672, to Robert Robotham (one
of the benefactors of the church), and bearing his arms,
a stone inscribed in 1709 to William Dobyn, and
bearing his arms, a stone of 1743, in memory of Dr.
Robert Rumney, vicar of the parish, and a stone
inscribed in 1656 to Anne Jenyns, the daughter of Sir
John Jenyns, of Holywell, and kinswoman of Sarah, the
great Duchess of Marlborough. There is a monument
in the churchyard to Richard Hale (another benefactor
of the church), who died in 1716. The monument
bears his arms, and he is described as Clerk of the
Cheyke to William and Mary.
* See Sketch at the beginning of this paper.
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Of the old brasses, three only (known as the Pemberton
Brasses) now remain, and these have long been severed
from their gravestones. They represent the figures of
Roger and Elizabeth Pemberton, their three sons and
three daughters. Roger Pemberton was the founder of
the almshouses bearing his name in St. Peter's. He
died in 1627. These three brasses were formerly
accompanied by another brass bearing an inscription to
the memory of Roger Pemberton.
B y the munificence of Mr. Busick Pemberton, of
Lincoln's Inn Fields, the Pemberton Brasses have
recently been restored, and a new brass, bearing the old
inscription, has been added, and all four brasses may
now be seen upon the south wall of the church.
The monument and bust of Edward Strong, on the
east wall of the north aisle, is worth special attention.
Edward Strong was the master mason to whom next to
Sir Christopher Wren, belongs the honour of erecting
St. Paul's Cathedral. He resided at New Barns, and
the monument is a beautiful specimen of the mason's
art.
Every self-respecting church should boast at least one
good epitaph, and such may be deciphered on the gravestone of Colonel Thomson, of the First Dragoon Guards,
who died at New Barns in 1768 : —
" Here Thomson lies, and in the silent tomb,
With humble hope awaits his final doom ;
And sure, if honesty be heaven's care,
Well may he hope to find admittance there."
In the porch of the church is a stone, which was
formerly in the north transept of the church, inscribed
as follows : —
" Under this stone where now your eye you fix, Ann
Arris lies, who died in 66, aet 9 ;
John Arris, after her his exit made
In 82, and here is with her laid. Aged 8 years.
The subject of the brasses, gravestones, and monuments of the church has been very fully dealt with in
both Chauncy's and Clutterbuck's works, and also in the
MS. collections of Baskerfield and Jones, now in the
British Muséum, and of Pridmore, now in the possession
of Baroness Dimsdale.
These MS. collections contain
a large number of original drawings and sketches of
brasses and monuments.

B u s t on the Monument

of Edward

Strong.

S. PETER'S CHURCH, S. ALBANS.

173

In concluding my long -I fear too long paper,—I
desire to express the obligations which I am under to
Mr. Wm. Page for his unfailing help and encouragement,
and also to Mr. A. E. Gibbs and Mr. Kinneir Tarte, for
the use of their valuable notes, and to Mr. F . G. Kitton
for the use of several blocks prepared by him for
illustrating the article referred to above in the Hertford-

shire Illustrated Review.

The photographs of the church, and of Edward
Strong's monument, from which my illustrations are
taken, were supplied by Mr. H. W. Lane, of St. Peter's
Street, and I am indebted to him for kind permission to
make this use of them.
I am also indebted to Messrs.
Orford Smith, Ltd., of Campfield Works, for their
beautiful reproduction of these and other photographs.

