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A Late Fifteenth-Century House in George 
Street, St Albans 

BY MARGARET WOOD, M.A. 

TH E old houses of St. Albans are worthy of more 
attention than has been given them,1 especially 
now that modern " development " is rapid and 

devastating. One of the oldest and most attractive 
lies at the east2 end of George Street on the north 
side. Here the timber-framing is still exposed in the 
upper storey, which projects some 2' 6" over modern 
shop-fronts. Mayle's Antique Store occupies the main 
portion of the building, with the Penn Studios in the 
western bay. The house stands near the junction with 
Verulam Road and, on this side, behind low modern 
buildings, can be seen the plastered wall of the hall, 
contemporary with the front on George Street and at 
right angles to it. The late sixteenth-century windows 
should be noted. Both parts have old tiled roofs, 
probably of seventeenth century date, reset. 

The main house seems to date from c. 1500, and 
consists of the hall (3 1 ' x 22') of three bays, running 
north and south, and originally one storey in height, 
with the cross-wing at the south end lying east and 
west along George Street. This is 56' 6" in length, 
and projects west of the hall block. However, in the 
re-entrant angle thus formed there was apparently an 
annexe, possibly slightly later and perhaps containing 
the Elizabethan stair3 But this portion has been 
considerably altered with modern work added to west 
and north; this continues the line of the north wall 
of the hall, which wall has been rebuilt in brick. 
Projecting north from the modern block is a three-bayed 

1 The king-posts in this house are not even mentioned in the description 
in the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments (Herts.), p. 188, with 
photograph : however, this is an early volume (1910). 

- The house really faces south-west, but for convenience the single cardinal 
points are used throughout this article. Thus, N. stands for N'.E. ; E . for 
S .E. ; S. for S . W . ; and W . for N . W . 

3 Yet an old staircase is said to have existed on the east wall of the hall. 
Our " staircase annexe " contains a remnant of t imber-framing on the north, 
and the back of a brace on the east, concealed from the hall by modern 
boarding. 
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annexe of doubtful date. The walls are weather-
boarded, where exposed, and relatively modern, but 
some of the posts may be older; the two tie-beams 
and collars are crudely cut and suggest some antiquity, 
but they may have been re-used. 

In the second half of the sixteenth century the house, 
in common with others, was altered to provide increased 
accommodation. A floor was inserted into the hall, 
and the north bay partitioned off and ceiled separately. 
Windows were added at first-floor level on the east, 
and a great chimney-stack on the west wall ; windows 
were also added on the street front at this time and 
at the end of the seventeenth century several were 
enlarged. Modern alterations have transformed the 
ground floor, but the first-floor rooms provide sufficient 
evidence for their condition in the fifteenth and 
especially the later sixteenth century. 

The south or George Street elevation provides the 
chief external interest. It is five unequal bays in length. 
The first floor is timber-framed in studs 1 0 " wide, with 
narrow lath-and-plaster panels covered with rough-cast. 
The original fascia remains exposed in the two western 
bays, masking the ends of the projecting floor-joists; 
it is elaborated with bowtell and cavetto mouldings. 
The ten windows are of three periods. One remains 
of late fifteenth-century date, of two pointed lights in 
a square frame with pierced spandrels, the jambs and 
mullion having cavetto and ogee mouldings; the 
positions of others may be traced, for the head of the 
frame remains in some cases. However, most have 
been altered in the second half of the sixteenth century, 
and have inserted two-lights with the filleted-roll head, 
jambs and mullion typical of the Elizabethan and 
Jacobean periods. Still later are some larger casement 
windows, with white painted mullions and frame, 
probably added in the late seventeenth century, and 
there is a modern casement on the extreme west. 

From east to west the windows are as follows :— 

(1) Bay I . An Elizabethan two-light. 
(2) A late seventeenth-century three-light, 

with a good catch. 
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(3) An Elizabethan two-light. 
Bay I I . A space marking the position of another 

window. 
(4) A late seventeenth-century two-light. 
(5) Bay I I I . An Elizabethan two-light. 
(6) A late seventeenth-century three-light, 

with delicate ogee moulding on the 
jamb, and narrower altered studding 
beneath. The head of an original 
two-light shows above the two western 
casements. 

(7) Bay IV . An Elizabethan two-light. 
(8) The late fifteenth-century window 

remaining. 
(9) Bay V. An Elizabethan two-light with the 

mediaeval head above. 
(10) A large modern casement, probably in the 

position of an original window. 
The whole building is modernised at ground level, 

and the old partition between the hall and street range 
has been removed.4 Practically the only marks of any 
antiquity are the ceiling-beams, and in two bays chevron 
patterning remains on the south one of the east-west 
series. In the east bay, also in the antique shop, 
the south beam is one foot further south, and from 
its leaf stop-chamfer appears an Elizabethan replace-
ment. There is an old half-timber partition between 
the shop and storage yard, that is between the second 
and third bays from the west, but the beams in the 
yard are all modern. In the Penn Studios (the western 
bay) a chamfered beam should be noticed. 

The hall contains, at first-floor level, some interesting 
features of c. 1500 and 1550-70. The most striking 
are two fine tie-beams, about one foot square, with 
king-posts and struts, dividing the three bays. The 
northern king-post has a moulded cap, in which the 
ovolo suggests Renaissance influence : however, the 
base has the usual bell-like slope of the fifteenth 
century; the annulet of the capital has gone but its 
position can be traced. The southern king-post is 

4 T w o g r e a t posts remain, the eastern with modern casing. 



1 0 2 ST. ALBANS AND HERTS ARCHITECTURAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

plainer and may be a later replacement, crudely cut 
on the same lines as a rough match; there seems to 
be a slight difference in the wood, which would con-
tradict the theory that it was rude work awaiting 
completion. Another view would be that here the 
mouldings were applied and have fallen off. Certainly 
the tie-beam under it is some three inches larger than 
the other, and slightly higher; here the posts retain 
their braces. 

These king-posts and their north-south struts support 
a collar purlin or cat-beam on which the roof is balanced; 
the collars rest on this and on east-west struts from 
the king-post. The south rooms are roofed at right 
angles to the hall, from which their rafters are visible, 
with wind-braces. 

In the later sixteenth century the north bay was 
divided off by a timber-framed partition, and this part 
has a separate ceiling. The wall was inserted under 
the northern tie-beam, with a space of about a foot 
between.5 The sixteenth-century chimney-stack on the 
west projects north of this partition, and may be slightly 
earlier. The fireplace contains some old brick, but has 
been repaired in part; it retains a flat four-centred 
lintel with a shallow roll-moulding above, leaf-stops 
to the chamfer, and stone jambs with ogee, bowtell 
and cavetto mouldings, and rather high plain stops. 
The chimney has gone, but its position can be seen 
by a cut in the earlier rafters. The ground-floor fire-
place fell in and has been built up. There was certainly 
no second fireplace backing on the first, but the position 
of the latter, placed as it is towards the south end 
of the stack, does suggest a bread oven, now gone, 
at ground-floor level. North of the fireplace is the 
contemporary painted scroll-work to be described later. 

The original windows to the hall have disappeared 
with the alteration of the ground storey, but when the 
floor was inserted with the fireplace, windows were 
added on the east to what was now a smaller first-floor 
hall, and in the room north of it. The hall, in its 
restricted sense, has a seven-light window with filleted-

5 Slots for the braces can be seen in the under-side of the tie-beam. The 
braces were removed when the partition w a s set up. 



N o . 2 8 , GEORGE STREET, S T . A L B A N S 

H A L L ROOF TO NORTH. 





N O R T H KING-POST IN HALL. 



institute OF 
HISTORICAL research 



A LATE 1 5 T H CENTURY HOUSE IN GEORGE STREET, ST. ALBANS. 1 0 3 

roll mullions; the central light has diagonal lattice-work, 
and the others iron stanchions and bars diagonally set. 
The glass may be in part of sixteenth or seventeenth-
century date. The room in the north bay has a similar 
window of three lights and a contemporary catch. All 
the east wall is timber-framed at this level, and the 
floors have wide baulks, some 1 1 " wide, of the second 
half of the sixteenth century. 

The rooms overlooking George Street were two-
storeyed from the first. The South-East Room (perhaps 
the parlour) has an original close-studded partition on 
the north, and two modern doors in the Elizabethan 
positions. It is of two unequal bays ( 12 ' 6" east and 
8' 3 " west x 15 ' 6") separated by a beam, now con-
cealed, resting on braces and wide posts on the north 
and south walls. This room is chiefly interesting for 
the painted panelling and inscription of c. 1600, now 
almost illegible, on the east wall (see later). 

The partition from the next room west is probably 
original, having close studding visible on the western 
side. The South Room is also of two bays, again with 
the east one larger ( 1 1 ' 9"), but it extended 4 ' 6" further 
north; on the north wall some timber-framing remains to 
the west, and this was probably an outside wall on to a 
courtyard. The rest of the northwall has modern board-
ing, and between them is a large brace, of a different 
pattern from those in the hall and south-east room and 
probably later. The west wall is studded but may date 
from the later sixteenth century, this being suggested by 
a large brace at its southern end. The ceiling is again 
modern, except for a north-south beam dividing the 
bays. The South-West Room (the Penn Studio) may 
have been partitioned off in the later sixteenth century; 
to-day little is visible of any antiquity except for an 
east-west beam, and the Elizabethan window mentioned 
above. It was extended northwards in the eighteenth 
century. The east wall is timber-framed to beyond 
the modern staircase, and there seems to have been 
a small court between it and the sixteenth-century 
annexe west of the hall. The latter, possibly a stair-
case room, has a filleted-roll moulded window on the 
west, and this would look on to the courtyard, of which 
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the present area, with a modern block to north and 
south, is probably the remnant. 

My thanks are due to Mr. and Mrs. F . Mayle and 
their family for kind permission to measure their 
premises, and the same to Mr. and Mrs. Bolte of the 
Penn Studios, and Mr. Paskells. I should also like 
to thank Mr. J . C. Rogers, A . R . I . B . A . , and Mr. Hugh 
Braun, A . R . I . B . A . , whom I consulted on the problems 
of the building, and Mr. E . W. Turner and Mr. J . 
Broad for valuable assistance in a difficult survey. Last 
but not least come my thanks to Mr. C. E . Jones, 
F . S . A . , for a kindness and help which never fail. 


