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Foreword 

S the only member of the Committee who was acting in an 
official capacity prior to the outbreak of war I have been 
asked to write a few words regarding the resumption of our 

Society's activities. 
In 1939 the Society sustained a heavy blow by the resignation 

of our friend and Honorary Secretary, Mr. Charles E. Jones, F.S.A., 
who was moving to Somerset. He had acted in that capacity ever 
since 1927 and was the mainstay of our Society. His retirement 
was very keenly felt, and his death in June, 1948, was deeply 
regretted by all who knew him. 

When war came in 1939 the Council decided, in view of the 
general uncertainty, to discontinue" the Society's activities until 
the cessation of hostilities. But after the war it was found that in 
the interval, for various reasons, very few of the Council were 
available to resume their duties, and despite the efforts of the 
remaining Councillors it was not possible to find suitable occupants 
for the offices of President and Honorary Secretary. 

However, in 1950 we were fortunate to prevail upon Mr. Paul K . 
Baillie Reynolds, O.B.E., T.D., F.S.A., M.A., to act as our President 
and Mr. Rowland J. Mainstone as Honorary Secretary. A new 
Committee was appointed at the end of that year and the Society's 
activities were resumed in 1951. Since that time our membership 
has gradually increased, and we hope in due course to regain 
our pre-war numbers. 

It is with the greatest regret we have to record the death in 1947 
of our late President, the Rev. G. A. Guest, M.A., B.C.L., LL.D. 
He had acted in that office, with distinction, for several years. 

The Council are very glad to be able to resume the publication 
of the Society's Transactions, and the present issue—the first since 
1938—will, I hope, be the fore-runner of many more in the years 
to come. The cost of these publications, under present conditions, 
is almost prohibitive, and this issue is only made possible by a 
grant-in-aid made to our Society by The Council for British 
Archaeology to whom our warmest thanks are extended for their 
assistance. 

March, 1953. 
N. J. AUSTIN, 

Honorary Treasurer. 
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R E P O R T F O R T H E Y E A R S 1951 T O 1953 

Since activities were resumed the following lectures have been 
delivered to the Society: 

15th Jan., 1951.—Mr. P. K. Baillie Reynolds, O.B.E., T.D., 
F.S.A., M.A., Presidential Address. 

19th Feb., 1951—Professor Sir Mortimer Wheeler, C.I.E., M.C., 
F.S.A., M.A., D.Lit., "Verulamium 1949." 

19th Mar., 1951.—Col. William le Hardy, M.C., F.S.A., "Local 
Archives." 

10th Oct., 1951—The Reverend Jocelyn Perkins, C.V.O., F.S.A., 
D.C.L., "Westminster Abbey." 

14th Nov., 1951.—E. Clive Rouse, Esq., M.B.E., F.S.A., "The 
Meaning and Purpose of English Medieval 
Wall Painting." 

12th Dec., 1951.—W. F. Grimes, Esq., F.S.A., M.A., "Roman 
London." 

9th Jan., 1952.—W. G. Hoskins, Esq., M.A., "The Study of 
Local History." 

20th Feb., 1952.—Nicholas Thomas, Esq., M.A., "Archaeological 
Field Work." 

19th Mar., 1952.—Hugh Schonfield, Esq., "Treasure in Earthen-
ware Jars." 

15th Oct., 1952.—R. J. Schaffer, Esq., B.A., B.Sc., "Building 
Stones and Stone Buildings of London and 
the South Eastern Counties." 

20th Nov., 1952.—Lionel M. Munby, Esq., M.A., "Sir Thomas 
Meautys of Gorhambury." 

21st Jan., 1953.—Basil Spence, Esq., O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., "The 
New Coventry Cathedral." 

25th Feb., 1953.—Rowland J. Mainstone, Esq., M.Eng., "Solomon's 
Temple and St. Alban's Abbey." 

18th Mar., 1953.—Cregoe D. P. Nicholson, Esq., F.S.A., "Evidence 
of Christian Worship in the Lullingstone 
Roman Villa." 

During the summer months excursions have been made to Audley 
End, Ham House, Sulgrave Manor, Lullingstone, Knebworth 
House, Flamstead and Dunstable Churches, and to St. Albans 
Abbey. These have been arranged by Mrs. M. C. Austin and 
Mrs. B. I. Rogers. 

Through the courtesy of Mrs. Williams and the City Museums 
Committee the Society's library was moved to the Verulamium 
Museum early in 1952. Books may now be consulted at any time 
the Museum is open on production of a current membership card or 
by prior arrangement with Mrs. Brett (tel. St. Albans 1650). Certain 
books may be borrowed against a signature. 

R. J. MAINSTONE, 
March, 1953. Honorary Secretary. 
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Address by the President 

P . K . BA ILL IE REYNOLDS , O . B . E . , T . D . , F . S . A . 

I5TH JANUARY, I 9 51 . 

I MUST begin by thanking you for electing me to 
be the President of this Society. I count it a great 
honour, and that is no empty or merely conventional 

phrase, for this Society has a long history, being one 
of the earliest of the County Archaeological Societies, 
and many far more distinguished archaeologists than 
myself have been your Presidents. And if it is an 
honour at all to occupy this chair, it is doubly so to 
sit in it at the beginning of what we all hope is to be 
a new era in the life of the Society after a period of 
inanition of twelve years. 

The object of a County Architectural and Archaeo-
logical Society ought not nowadays to be merely to 
give pleasure to its members by providing them with 
interesting lectures and agreeable excursions. If we 
are members of such a society we have a duty to our 
county, to research into its history, both written and 
buried, to re-examine its architecture, to observe and 
record its customs, its names, its topography, its handi-
crafts, and above all to make known the results of our 
researches by publication. Because our duty does not 
stop short at the county boundary: we are not isolation-
ists: Hertfordshire is part of England, and anything 
that we may discover about it is part of the history and 
archaeology of England, and should be made known 
to all who are engaged in similar studies. The value 
of the county societies, it is fair to say, is measured by 
their publications. In the past this Society has 
produced a series of printed TRANSACTIONS which are 
worthy to rank with any in the country, and if we are 
to be worthy of our predecessors we must endeavour 
to continue that series. It is by our published TRANS-

ACTIONS that we make our contribution to the sum 
total of historical knowledge of our land, and it is 
on our TRANSACTIONS that in the eyes of the learned 
world the reputation of this Society will depend. 



2 ST. ALBANS AND HERTS ARCHITECTURAL AND ARCH.EOLO GICAL SOCIETY 

So much, for the moment, for the future of our 
Society: I will now turn to the past, the proper study 
of an archaeologist. My purpose to-night however is 
not to view in retrospect the activity of this Society 
since its foundation in 1845; my concern is rather with 
archaeology in general than with that of Hertfordshire 
in particular. I want to put before you, if I can, 
very briefly, first how the development of antiquarian 
interests led to the foundation of this and other such 
societies, and secondly what very profound changes 
have taken place in archaeological study during the 
hundred years of this Society's existence. 

It is generally said that the earliest known English 
Archaeologist was the Venerable Bede. He certainly 
observed the remains of Hadrian's Wall and made 
some attempt to correlate the remains he saw with 
the oral traditions about it which he had heard. But 
throughout the Middle Ages there was very little 
interest in archaeology. There was, it is true, abundant 
interest in history (or what passed for history) and 
numerous chronicles were compiled by monastic writers, 
amongst whom the monks of Saint Alban's held perhaps 
the first place. In the thirteenth century the name of 
Matthew Paris (1195-1259) holds a most honourable 
place among historians. But the history of the earliest 
centuries of Britain was vitiated from the early twelfth 
century onwards by the fantastic writings of that 
charlatan Geoffrey of Monmouth, which were more or 
less blindly accepted by his successors. The general 
attitude of the Middle Ages to the relics of the past is 
well illustrated by the tendency to ascribe prehistoric 
earthworks, or stone circles, to the workmanship of 
the Devil, or one of his henchmen, such as Grim. We 
do not have to go very far from St. Alban's to find a 
Devil's Dyke or a Grim's Ditch. That tendency was 
fostered also by the mediaeval Church, which was 
inclined to consider anything pre-Christian as of 
necessity evil. 

In the other branch of this Society's study, archi-
tecture, the Middle Ages were, I need not say, magnifi-
cent producers. I will not enlarge upon that. But 
they were also, to our way of thinking, utter Vandals, 
with no respect for the past. We know how 
Verulamium was pillaged to build the Abbey: at 
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observed the remains of Hadrian's Wall and made 
some attempt to correlate the remains he saw with 
before tne end. ot the sixth century, was ruthlessly 

swept away by the first Norman Abbot after the 
Conquest, to make room for his new Abbey: at West-
minister Henry III, most pious of Kings, deliberately 
pulled down Edward the Confessor's church to build 
a better one of his own. Countless other examples 
could be quoted from our cathedrals and parish churches 
of the wholesale destruction of the old to give place 
to the new. But that was the outcome of a perfectly 
consistent attitude. Men had no respect for the past 
as such, but they had great respect for God, and for 
Him only the newest and best was good enough. If 
you could do better than your predecessors, you 
acquired greater merit with God. 

It was not until the Renaissance, when the earlier 
civilisation of Europe was re-discovered, that men 
began to take an intelligent interest in the relics of 
the past, and to enquire what their significance might 
be. In England this revived interest in the remains 
of the past was well demonstrated in the sixteenth 
century when Henry VIII commissioned his chaplain, 
John Leland (1506-52) to examine and report on the 
libraries and antiquities of England. Leland's is a 
great name among antiquarians, for he recorded 
faithfully and in detail what he saw, and his work is 
of inestimable value to present-day students of archae-
ology. Unfortunately his researches proved too much 
for him, and he died insane in 1552. 

The reign of Elizabeth I produced several antiquaries 
of repute, and even saw the foundation, in 1572, of 
the first Society of Antiquaries by Archbishop Parker. 
The Society, however, came to grief owing to the 
opposition of the Universities. Among the members 
of that Society the greatest name is that of William 
Camden (1551-1623) whose monumental work 
"Britannia," an historical and topographical account 
of England and Wales, continued to be more or less 
the standard text-book on British antiquities for two 
centuries. It was brought up to date and re-published 
two or three times up to the latter part of the eighteenth 
century. 

B y the eighteenth century the interest in antiquities 
had become widespread among the nobility and gentry, 
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but it was mainly an interest in Greek and Roman 
antiquities. The taste of the age was classical, and is 
of course reflected in its architecture, and in the lay-out 
of its gardens, with their temples and statuary, and 
to a great extent the interest in the classics was 
directed, among the wealthy, to the acquisition of 
classical objects. It was fashionable to have classical 
statues in your grounds, and a couple of Grecian urns 
in your library. Large numbers of the gentry formed 
collections of antiques, and such collections included, 
indiscriminately, objects bought abroad and brought 
home from the Grand Tour, and coins and pottery dug 
up by the tenants on the Estate, and brought up to 
His Lordship in the hope of reward. Their owners 
attached little or no significance to these objects save 
as units in a collection. 

But if the main interest of the eighteenth century 
was classical, it produced one outstanding antiquarian 
with a keen interest in the pre-historic remains in 
this country, and that was Rev. William Stukeley 
(1687-1765). He was a man of keen perception, and 
in his earlier life he meticulously recorded what he saw. 
He had, however, a vivid, in fact a too vivid, imagina-
tion, and he formed theories and leaped to conclusions 
which went far beyond the evidence which he had 
seen, and in his later years he was sometimes guilty 
of the unforgiveable sins (archaeologically speaking) of 
only recording such evidence as agreed with his theories 
(suppressio veri) or of misrepresenting what he saw to 
make it agree (suggestio falsi). And he will always 
carry a very black mark against his name for dragging 
the red-herring of the Druids across the trail of pre-
historic studies, studies which he himself had really 
initiated. If the Middle Ages ascribed all earthworks 
and stone circles to the Devil, Stukeley ascribed them 
all to the Druids. And the theory became at once 
immensely popular, and was swallowed in toto by all 
who were at all interested in the matter. It became 
almost a matter of faith that stone circles were built 
by the Druids, and the theory is to this day to be 
found in local guide-books, and it is only in the latest 
editions of the Ordnance Survey's work that the words 
"Druidical Circle" have disappeared from the maps. 

Stukeley also in his last years dropped another 
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archaeological brick when he was taken in by an 
elaborate hoax perpetrated by a school-master called 
Bertram, about the Roman roads of Britain, and the 
names of the Roman towns on them. It shows the 
astounding influence of the man that the fact that 
Stukeley swallowed this hoax gave it universal credence, 
and it was firmly believed in and generally adopted. 
It was accepted by the Ordnance Survey, and it was 
not until the fifth edition of the one-inch maps was 
being prepared in the 193o's that these spurious names 
were removed, more than a century and a half after 
Stukeley's death. 

Stukeley was an exceptional individual, but he was, 
so to speak, only an exaggeration and a caricature of 
the tendencies of his time. Men were taking a keen and 
intelligent interest in the past, and if the nobleman 
was often content with his collection of classical 
curiosities, the squire and the parson were noting the 
antiquities of their neighbourhood, and speculating 
about them, and even digging them up from time to 
time, and making notes about them. 

All this interest found expression in the re-formation 
of a Society of Antiquaries, now known as the Society 
of Antiquaries of London, which will celebrate its 
official bi-centenary this year. For in 1751 this 
Society was incorporated under a Royal Charter of 
George II, but it had in fact been in existence for 
some 35 years before that date, having been formally 
founded in 1717, and having existed informally for 
ten years before that. This former existence is in-
dicated in the wording of the Royal Charter of 1751. 
The opening words of this charter are worth repeating 
as giving the mid-eighteenth-century reasons for the 
study of archaeology:— 

"Whereas the study of Antiquity and the history of 
"former times has ever been esteemed highly 
"commendable and useful not only to improve the 
"Minds of Men but also to incite them to Virtuous 
"and Noble Actions and such as may hereafter 
"render them famous and worthy examples to late 
"posterity . . . 

The first Secretary of the Society of 1717 was William 
Stukeley, and it is indicative of the Society's wide 
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range of activities that the first President was Peter 
le Neve, who was Norroy King of Arms, and whose 
interests were in Heraldry and Records. This shows 
that in an age of which the feeling was predominantly 
classical, mediaeval studies were not entirely neglected. 
There was, of course, in the latter part of the eighteenth 
century a noted Gothick Revival, which is usually 
associated with the name of Horace Walpole, and 
which led not only to a revived appreciation of 
mediaeval architecture vis a vis the classical, but also 
to such things as a fashion for Gothick ruins in one's 
park instead of classical temples, and to such extrava-
ganzas as Beckford's Fonthill Abbey. In fact archae-
ology was widening its range to include all aspects of 
the past, and although it was primarily the study of 
the leisured class and conducted by private individuals 
at their own expense, the State was not altogether 
blind to it, as witness the Royal Charter of the Society 
of Antiquaries of 1751 and the opening of the British 
Museum to the public in 1759. 

In the latter part of the eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries numerous discoveries were made 
all up and down the country. The thorough re-
construction of the roads and the digging of numerous 
canals brought much archaeological material to light, 
which was mostly destroyed, but a great deal of which 
was recorded. The Society of Antiquaries of London 
began its annual publication "Archaeologia" in 1770, 
and many finds were recorded therein and in the 
"Gentlemen's Magazine." But it began to be felt 
that there was too much material for the one Society 
to cope with, and in 1812 the first of the provincial 
archaeological societies was founded, the Society of 
Antiquaries of Newcastle upon Tyne. Others soon 
followed, that of Devon being among the earliest. 

From 1830 onwards there was a fresh outburst of 
activity owing to the construction of the railways 
all over the country, and it is to that epoch that the 
foundation of our own Society belongs. The formation 
of local archaeological societies having once begun 
went on apace, and by 1870 most of the counties had 
their own societies, all of which published some sort 
of record of their proceedings under varied titles. 
The mainstays of these societies were the local gentry 
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and especially the clergy, and to some extent the 
nobility. In very many cases the Society liked to 
have a noble President, or else, as in our own case, to 
have noble Patrons, and I will say here again how very 
pleased I am that this hundred-year-old tradition has 
been maintained in the revival of our Society, and that 
the present Marquess of Salisbury, the Earl of Verulam 
and the Bishop of the Diocese have kindly consented 
to be our Patrons as their predecessors were before 
them. 

The support of the nobility for archaeological studies 
was highly valued in the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries, not out of mere snobbery, and 
not entirely for the financial backing which it might 
mean, but rather because it guaranteed the place of 
archaeology in the scheme of society and demonstrated 
that antiquaries were not merely a lot of cranks. 

The county societies continued throughout the 
nineteenth century their very praiseworthy work of 
investigating and recording local antiquities, all of it 
being amateur work in the strictest sense of that 
word, a labour of love for no reward, and all of it done 
by private enterprise. But there was one most notable 
contribution made to archaeolgical study by the State: 
I refer to the Ordnance Survey. This was founded in 
1791, largely for military reasons, but from the very 
first it marked antiquities on its maps, the first edition 
of which began to be issued in 1797. The instructions 
to the Ordnance Survey officers were, and indeed still 
are, to consult with local antiquaries as to the sites 
and natures of the ancient monuments marked on 
the maps. Thus early the State recognised the value 
of the county societies and called upon their aid in 
recording the antiquities of the country. 

The industrial development of the nineteenth century, 
the construction of the railways, the building of 
factories, the inordinate growth of the towns, and so 
forth, led to an enormous amount of destruction of 
antiquities. This, of course, the local societies were 
powerless to prevent, save by attempts at persuasion. 
The state of affairs, however, led to a memorable step 
in the history of British Archaeology, the State took 

* Since this paper was read the Lord Lieutenant of the County has also 
kindly consented to become a Patron. 
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action to save antiquities. In 1882 the first Ancient 
Monuments Act was passed. This was very limited in 
scope, referring only to prehistoric monuments (save 
for Old Sarum), and it named in the schedule attached 
26 monuments in England, three in Wales and a small 
number in Scotland and Ireland. But it established 
the principle which has prevailed ever since, that the 
State may take guardianship of Ancient Monuments 
the owners of which are willing to transfer them. It 
made provision for adding other monuments to the 
schedule by Order in Council, and it appointed an 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments. But it was an 
entirely voluntary affair: there was no element of 
compulsion, and no sanctions. But it is a landmark: 
it is the first official recognition that the State has 
some duty in preserving antiquities on the ground— 
moveable antiquities had, of course, been preserved in 
the British Museum for more than 100 years. 

Another landmark in the history of archaeology was 
reached two years later, when the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science recognised Archaeology 
as a Science. The Association had been formed in 
1831 and had seven sections, A to G: in 1884 an eighth 
section H was added for Anthropology and Archaeology. 
The study of antiquity was thus no longer regarded as 
a pastime of the idle rich, or the hobby of the elderly 
clergy, or the enthusiasm of a set of cranks, but as 
an exact science. And truly it had made vast strides. 
Men no longer excavated merely for curiosity, nor for 
loot, to find coins, pots, jewelry or mosaics which they 
could add to their collections: they excavated to 
determine the history of the site. And the technique 
was being well developed, all by private enterprise, 
and mainly on the initiative of the county societies. 
The State did no more to safeguard antiquities during 
the nineteenth century, save that in 1900 the original 
Ancient Monuments Act was extended to include 
mediaeval as well as pre-historic monuments. 

With the advent of the twentieth century however 
there was more talk of the State's duty to protect 
antiquities, and as a first step it was decided to prepare 
an inventory of the Ancient Monuments of the whole 
country. In 1908 the Royal Commissions for Historical 
Monuments were formed, one each for England, 
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Scotland and Wales. These Commissions have been at 
work ever since compiling the most valuable inventories, 
county by county: Hertfordshire was one of the first 
volumes to be published. But it was soon realised 
that it was easier to say "Let us make an inventory 
of Ancient Monuments" than to do it. (So far in 40 
years the Royal Commission has completed ten, I think, 
of the English counties.) Action was therefore taken 
without waiting for the inventories. In 1913 a new 
Ancient Monuments Act was passed, which, with its 
amplifying act of 1931 is the basis of the present 
system of the State supervision of archaeological sites. 

This Act retained and extended the system introduced 
in 1882 of State Guardianship of Ancient Monuments, 
but it went a great deal further by introducing an 
element of compulsion with penalties. It empowered 
the Commissioners of Works to draw up a schedule of 
Ancient Monuments, and prescribed that no monument 
included in that schedule may be touched by its 
owner or anyone else without his giving three months' 
notice to the Ministry of Works, under pain of a fine 
or imprisonment. Unfortunately the Act omitted 
from its scope two very important classes of monu-
ments, churches in use, and inhabited houses. 

The State thus became the Protector of Antiquities, 
and the compiling of the schedule has gone on since 
1913. In 1882 there were 26 monuments on the 
schedule in England: at the end of 1950 there were 
3,800. The staff provided for the compilation of this 
schedule was totally inadequate, but the authorities 
knew well that in the work of protecting antiquities 
they could rely on the voluntary co-operation of the 
County Archaeological Societies, just as the Ordnance 
Survey had done. And they were not disappointed. 
In each county the Ancient Monuments Department 
of the Ministry of Works has a Chief Correspondent, 
whose work is completely voluntary and unpaid. In 
1920, however, the State did appoint a paid official 
of some importance to archaeology, namely an Archaeo-
logical Officer for the Ordnance Survey, who became 
responsible for all archaeological information on the 
maps; and it was under his direction that Stukeley's 
Druidism and Bertram's spurious Roman names 
were removed. 
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Just before and during the war of 1939-45 the State 
undertook yet another archaeological duty to a limited 
degree, that of excavation. Numerous aerodromes 
were being constructed and factories built for the 
war effort, and a great many barrows were swept away, 
earthworks levelled and ditches filled in. The Ministry 
of Works undertook to excavate all these before their 
destruction so as to extract the historical information 
from them before they disappeared. Most of these 
activities were on Crown property, but the practice 
has now been extended to private property due to be 
engulfed by industrial activities, such as opencast 
coal-workings, or road widening. 

Now that Planning of the whole country is the order 
of the day: the State has begun to interfere more and 
more with most civic activities, and it has acquired 
in the process further powers to protect antiquities. 
The anomaly of the Ancient Monuments Acts that 
churches and inhabited houses are omitted from their 
authority was made good by the hurried inclusion of 
a clause in the Town and Country Planning Act of 
1944, giving the Minister of Town and Country Planning 
power to draw up lists of historic buildings which must 
not be interfered with. This was confirmed by the 
more recent act of 1947. There is thus the curious 
situation of two authorities, the Ministers of Works 
and of Town and Country Planning, both preparing 
lists of antiquities to which the State accords protection, 
the Minister of Works with his schedule of Ancient 
Monuments, and the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning with his lists of historic buildings. There is 
inevitably some overlapping, and it is likely that the 
present situation may be altered before very long. 
Indeed some solution was proposed in the report of 
the Gowers' Committee. That Committee itself was 
yet another instance of the State's concern for our 
architectural and historic treasures, the great country 
houses. Whether the State will take any action, and 
if so in what form, is not yet known. One may guess 
that there will emerge eventually one single State 
authority responsible for ancient monuments, ecclesi-
astical and secular, inhabited or ruined. 

Amidst all this increasing State intervention in 
archaeological affairs there is one great voluntary 
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the National Trust, which figures largely in the Gowers 
Committee's Report. The National Trust was founded 
in 1895, and its primary concern was not with archaeo-
logical sites as such, but with the preservation of the 
beauties of the countryside, and its custody of many 
archaeological sites is really incidental to that objective. 
It is not financially equipped to do the work of 
archaeological preservation up to the standard set by 
the State through the Ministry of Works, and it has 
recognised that fact recently by handing over to the 
Ministry of Works several of its archaeological sites. 
But it devised a scheme for the preservation of the 
great Country Houses by which the National Trust 
assumed some liability for them whilst the families 
continued to reside in them, a scheme which the 
Ministry of Works was precluded from following by 
the terms of the Ancient Monuments Acts, but which 
the Gowers' Committee recommended as the best 
means of preserving these great national treasures. 

The increasing "Nationalisation" of archaeology 
does not at all mean that the days of the County 
Archaeological Societies are numbered. In order to 
keep abreast with the times they have themselves 
taken a step to co-ordinate their activities by the 
formation of the Council for British Archaeology. 
Archaeology having become a national concern, the 
County Societies cannot be isolationist; they must be 
aware of what is going on in other parts of the country, 
even though their first duty remains that to their own 
county, and it is within its boundaries that they can 
render the service to archaeology which only they 
are fitted to give. I have said already that the national 
archaeological services depend upon the local societies 
for help, research and information: for example, the 
Ministry of Works wants to know what monuments 
ought to be scheduled, and why, and to learn quickly 
of any damage to monuments already scheduled, and 
to know if any finds are revealed and which ought to 
be followed up by such things as digging gravel-pits 
or laying the drains for a new housing-estate. This 
information can only come from the people on the 
spot; the State has the power to protect, but it has 
not the staff to do the investigation, observation and 
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research; it relies on the local societies. 
Finally I would invite your attention to one last 

point, which is the vast change that has come over the 
methods of excavation during the life of this Society. 
Imagine the top-hatted squire of 1851, with perhaps 
the Vicar in attendance, watching a few men (easily 
hired at low wages) dig up a Roman mosaic in his 
park, and then recall the Verulamium Excavations 
of twenty years ago, or the excavation at St. Michael's 
in 1949. This last is a particularly instructive example 
to take of a modern excavation, for it was organised 
primarily to train students, mostly from the Univer-
sities, in the science of excavation. Excavation is 
now a scientific calling for which a thorough training 
is required, and the State will not allow it to take place 
on a scheduled site unless it is satisfied that it is going 
to be under the direction of a fully trained and com-
petent person, man or woman, who will extract all the 
information that there is to be had from the site. 

We, as a Society, have then a wide sphere of useful-
ness still before us, and I hope that from our activities 
we shall derive the true pleasure of the amateur from 
his labour of love. 

I have tried to give you a general conspectus of 
the great changes which have come over archaeological 
study in the century since this Society was founded, 
and I may sum them up in one phrase, the Inter-
vention of the State in the Protection of Antiquities. 
Whilst a hundred years ago the voluntary Societies, 
whether national or County, were alone in the field, now 
their actions are over-ruled to some extent by that 
of the State. But the State's actions were only made 
possible by the work which the voluntary societies 
had already done, and they can only be carried on 
effectively if the County Societies continue to carry 
on their own activities. 

I take it as a happy augury for the future co-
operation of these bodies here in Hertfordshire that 
you have elected me, who am a State archaeological 
officer, to be President of this, one of the oldest of 
the County Societies. 


