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Our picture shows the Holywell Hill
memorial dedicated to those men of
the area who gave their lives in the
First World War.  Throughout the
Abbey parish  there are ten such
tablets. No other parish in the
United Kingdom has an equivalent
group of memorials.

In 1987 SAHAAS published a book by
Alice Goodman listing the location
of each memorial and the names
inscribed upon them.  The book has
been substantially edited and much
more detail regarding the lives,
deaths and final resting places of the
110 of those recorded.  This updated
book published in the SAHAAS series
of “People and Places” is now on
sale and details can be found on
pages 3 and 14 of this newsletter.
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Whilst every care has been taken in the preparation of this newsletter the publishers cannot be held responsible for
the accuracy of the information herein or any consequence arising from it

Erratum. The following errors have occurred on the
2015/2016 Membership Card you have recently received.

Friday 16 Feb        (should read Tuesday 16 Feb)
Tuesday 18 Mar    (should read Friday 18 March)
Friday 10 May       (should read Tuesday 10 May)
Tuesday 14 May    (should read Friday 20 May)

A replacement card will be sent to all members with the November
Newsletter.

Editor
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It is pleasing to be able to report that
the Society is a hive of activity, pursu-
ing its own projects and fully involved
in the heritage developments of our
beautiful city. Several publications
have come, or are currently coming,
to fruition as the result of dedication
and hard work by the Society’s mem-
bers.

The revision of Alice Goodman’s book
about the unique street memorials of
the Abbey Parish has now been pub-
lished and is being sold. The great
strength of this update is, in my view,
the additional information brought to
light about the men on the memorials,
an interesting addition to the original
for those who knew it and a most
interesting and very personal picture
of the St Albans’ war for those to
whom it is new. Many congratulations
and thanks to John Cox and Ann Dean
for all the hard work this entailed. It
is excellent to note that the Abbey
parish street memorials have very
recently been Grade II listed by His-
toric England, after application by St
Albans District Council (SADC).

Having finished the research element
of  their First World War Home front

project, the
group members
are now writing
up their find-
ings on St
Albans in the
Great War. In
p a r t n e r s h i p
with the University of Hertfordshire,
they hope to produce their book next
year. Having been involved in this
project in a small way, I am excited by
the prospect of reading fascinating
and so far unpublished information
about St Albans in the war years.

The long task of digitising the Society’s
Transactions between 1883 and 1961
and other early publications has finally
been completed and will be accessible
to all. Thanks are due to Christine
McDermott, Jon Mein, Janet Lang and
Judith Massey for all their work on this
and also to the Mercers’ Company,
whose generous grant of £2,000 made
this project possible.

The state of the Roman wall in Veru-
lamium Park has been a concern to
many of us for some time.  The Civic
Society and ourselves have met with
the District Archaeologist (Simon
West) and members of  SADC over the
past few months and I am pleased to

Continued on Page 4
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report that on 28��  July we had a very
positive meeting with senior repre-
sentatives of both English Heritage
and Historic England who confirmed
that both organisations share our
concerns.  We are waiting for formal
notification of agreed and proposed
actions that will be taken to preserve
the Wall and Roger Miles will provide
an update in the next newsletter.

We continue to support  ‘Look!    St
Albans’ in maintaining the principle
that the voice of the community
should be heard in any future devel-
opment in the city. The design
“charette” that was held last autumn,
to produce community ideas about
the development of the Hatfield Road
site when the Museum of St Albans
closes has been widely recognised in
other parts of the country as a model
for planners and developers to work
together rather than against each
other. I would encourage any SAHAAS
members who are interested in the
future development of their city to
look at the Look! St Albans website
and go along to meetings.

The second round application for
Heritage Lottery funds to develop a
new museum and art gallery for St

Albans has gone in and we hope that
the Old Town Hall can be transformed
into a multi-purpose building of which
we can all feel proud. The designs are
exciting, the best possible case is
being presented. The Museums and
Galleries Trust continues to use every
means to raise the necessary funds
and we continue to support them.  I
am glad to report that our very enjoy-
able quiz night in June raised
£1,279.59. Also in June, the owner of
Freddie’s Restaurant generously
donated food and hospitality for a
supper which was attended by a good
crowd of SAHAAS members and raised
a similar amount. The work continues
and our next project will be a book
sale at the Old Town Hall Assembly
Room on 24��  October. Notice of this
has already been given so that people
can save their books (see page 33).
Details of collection will be given later.
As always the success of the event
depends on having enough members
and friends and family, strong in spirit
and limb, who will put a shoulder to
the wheel. Children and grandchildren
are welcome. I have already had many
offers of help and I would be pleased
to hear from anyone else who wishes
to be involved.

Continued from Page  3
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SAHAAS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of
St Albans & Hertfordshire Architectural & Archaeological Society

will be held at
 Verulamium Museum on Tuesday 15�� September 2015 at 7.45pm.

Agenda

1)    Apologies for absence

2)    President's comments

3)    To adopt the minutes of the AGM held on 16/9/14
(enclosed  with November 2014 Newsletter)

4)    To receive the accounts for the year ended 31/5/15
 (enclosed  with August 2015 Newsletter)

5)    To receive reports from our various Groups (circulated in the August
  2015 Newsletter)

6)    To elect the following members to serve on Council (with their
  responsibilities) until the next AGM:

  Bryan Hanlon   Secretary
 David Moore    Treasurer

 Doreen Bratby      Lecture Secretary
 Roy Bratby    Chairman, Programme Development Ctte

 Mike Carey      Clock Tower (jointly)
 John Cox    Publicity Officer
        Maggy Douglas    Minutes Secretary

Roderick Douglas                   Website

Continued on Page   6
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  Pat Howe        17�� Century Research Group
  Caroline Howkins           Clock Tower (jointly)

 John Humphreys          Newsletter Editor
 Frank Iddiols            Technical

 Christine McDermott         Herts Archaeology and History
 Jon Mein First World War Project Group.
 Roger Miles          Archaeology Group

Donald Munro            Library
       David Smith            Membership Secretary

7) To elect Kate Morris as an honorary member of the Society

8)     To elect Chris Hall as Independent Examiner of the accounts

Kate Morris

Our constitution tells us that the Society can elect as an
honorary member someone who has undertaken distin-
guished work in relevant fields or valuable work for the
Society. Our existing honorary members certainly reflect this
level of achievement, some for their professional contribu-
tions to our understanding of the district’s history, others
who have found time outside of their careers to support the Society and its
objectives. Kate Morris falls into the latter category. She is a dedicated local
historian who has shared her discoveries with us through several publications
and many lectures. What is equally important is her encouragement of others
to learn about our history particularly when she was Mayor and this includes
her founding of the Mayor’s Prize. In addition Kate has always promoted links
to our historic twin city of Worms. Your Council feels that these contributions
over many years make her worthy of honorary membership of this Society.

Helen Bishop
President

Continued from Page  5

Photo: Frank Iddiols
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ACCOUNTS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31ST MAY 2015

Enclosed with this newsletter are the accounts for the financial year ended 31��
May 2015 which were signed by the independent  examiner on 1st August 2015
and were approved by  Council on 10th August 2015.  As in previous years the
accounts are presented in the format required by the Charity Commission's
Accounting and Reporting by Charities  - Statement of Recommended Practice
(SORP2005).  They also contain a report from the independent examiner, even
though the Charity Commission does not require such a report for Charities
with income below £25,000.  I am more comfortable, however, to present to
you accounts which have been subject to independent examination.

The results for the year are split as usual between the restricted and unre-
stricted funds.

Dealing first with the Unrestricted Funds, the activities of the year resulted in
a small deficit of £400 against a surplus last year of £952.

Whilst Income from unrestricted funds  was up on last year by £866,  Expenses
of unrestricted funds were also up on last year by £2,219.

Factors affecting both Income and Expenditure include:

● A decrease in the Clock Tower donation of £1,250.
● A surplus of £1,248  was generated by the WW1 Conference held in

September 2014 however expenditure incurred in earlier financial years of
£587 when taken into account reflecting the true cost of the event reduced
the surplus to £661

● Membership has continued to rise reflected by the increase in subs-
criptions.

● The increase in printing and stationery of £945 is due  to additional mailings
to all members regarding the subscription increase and including printing
of new direct debit mandates following the change of Treasurer, coupled
with an overall increase in general printing costs.

● Post and Telephone up by £256, again reflecting the increased membership
mailing.

● Newsletter costs up £266.

Continued on Page 8
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Turning to the Restricted Funds:

● Two donations, £150 & £200 were received for the Mayor's Prize. The prize
was not awarded this year.

● A donation of £500 was received from J Broderick.

With regard to the Balance sheet I would comment as follows:

● Debtors and prepayments are down reflecting the Gift Aid claim still to be
made.

● Creditors up, includes ticket sales for events to be held in the next financial
year.

● The cash resources of the Society  are £25,386 an increase on last year of
£455 although the unrestricted cash resource is down £400.

● Bearing in mind the Gift Aid claim is still to be submitted and that the
increase in annual subscriptions will be reflected in next year's figures,
whilst a commitment to the publishing of a revised edition of The  Street
Memorials of St Albans Abbey Parish at  £6,180, to be offset by subsequent
book sales, will need to be funded, overall the finances of the Society
remain healthy.

● Administration costs up by £572, although this is offset by a reduction of
£373 in AGM/EGM costs reflecting a change in apportionment of meeting
costs and expenses.

● A claim has still to be submitted for Gift Aid due on the 2014/2015
subscriptions which based on previous years claims should bring  in excess
of £1,100 in the coming year. The small negative figure for Gift Aid in the
accounts is the difference between what was claimed last financial year
and what was actually received.

David Moore
Treasurer
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LIBRARY REPORT

The Library over the past year has
continued to be a lively hub for crea-
tive SAHAAS activity. The two morning
openings usually attract a number of
visitors who present, and are assisted
with, a remarkable range of interest-
ing queries. Visitors may be strangers
or SAHAAS members, several of whom
are engaged on Society research
projects. Anyone seeking a sense of
the vigorous research energy cur-
rently abroad in the Society will nor-
mally find it on a visit to our  Library.

The Library Team mounted a success-
ful exhibition of maps in the Abbey
north transept over Residents First
Weekend in January 2015. We also
organised SAHAAS participation in a
“Hidden Gems Day” in March - a day
of publicity and talks by local historical
groups at the Central Library. Thanks
principally to Jon Mein.  Tony Cooper,
and Frank Iddiols.

Progress with Library housekeeping
and planning has been hampered and
delayed over the past nine months by
a combination of computer instability
and staff illness. Digitisation of slides
and maps has been the main areas of

progress. One volunteer, Di Dunn, has
joined the Library Team and, in order
to strengthen it further, we are now
following up other volunteers from
the Membership Survey.

The major area of uncertainty has
been the future location of the
SAHAAS Library in the event of the
Town Hall Museum project going
ahead. Constructive talks have been
held with SADC about alternative loca-
tions, and the likelihood is that the
Library will move to a nearby central
location in French Row.  We have also
been in friendly constructive talks
with other local historical libraries and
resources with a view to greater co-
operation and exchange of informa-
tion. These have been fully reported
in our Newsletters.

Donald Munro, Librarian

Library Notes
The mystery of the missing Egyptian
antiquities

It is unlikely that many people would
associate the Arc and Arc with ancient
Egyptian antiquities, but there is a
link. A few months ago we had an
enquiry from the curator of the Petrie

Continued on Page 10
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Museum of Egyptian Archaeology at
University College London. She had
seen a note in our Transactions of a
meeting in 1887 at which some antiq-
uities from the Egypt Exploration Fund
were exhibited, and asked if anyone
knows what happened to them after-
wards. The Transactions records that
at the end of a meeting on non-Egyp-
tian topics, when the meeting “had
fallen into conversational mode” that
“Egyptian antiquities presented by the
Egyptian Exploration Fund through Dr
Griffiths and Mr Frank L Griffiths were
examined”. “Mr Frank L Griffiths read
a paper on Egyptian exploration...and
the work of the Egyptian Exploration
Fund... a vote of thanks to F L Griffiths,
and to the Fund for the presentation
of antiquities”. The manuscript record
of the meeting says that Frank Grif-
fiths described some antiquities disin-
terred by him at Defenneh and other
localities in the Delta of the Nile.

Dr John Griffiths was the Vicar of
Sandridge and a prominent member
of the Arc and Arc. Frank L Griffiths
was his son, who had been Flinders
Petrie’s assistant in Egypt in the
1880s. This family link probably
explains how the antiquities came to
St Albans. The Petrie Museum curator

says that some material was distrib-
uted in return for grants made to the
Egypt Exploration Fund for excava-
tions there and perhaps the Arc and
Arc made such a contribution, but we
have found no such evidence. Vivian
Nutton’s recent  pamphlet on “Rum-
bustious John” Griffiths notes (p.13)
that Frank had dug in Egypt, and sent
some of his finds back to Sandridge
and St Albans. There the trail stops, it
seems. We wondered if some of the
exhibits might have found their way
into the St Albans Museum (which did
not exist at that time, but they might
have been acquired later), but the
Museum helpfully checked their
records and found no such items in
their collection.

If anyone reading this note can throw
any light on this mystery, we would
be very interested hear about it, and
happy to relay the information to the
Petrie Museum.

Recent Acquisitions

Records of the Manor of Norton in the
Liberty of St Albans, 1244-1539. Trans-
lated by Peter Foden. Edited and with
an introduction by the Norton Com-
munity Archaeology Group. (Hertford-

Continued from Page  9

Continued on Page 11
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shire Record Society Publications no.
29). Hertford: the Society, 2014.
360pp, bibliog. Norton now lies in
Letchworth Garden City. The court
records are a prime source for recon-
struction of a rural society. The Abbot
of St Albans managed his estates very
conservatively; the court kept the
language and trappings of villeinage
well into the fifteenth century.

The street memorials of St Albans
Abbey Parish. Second edition by John
G.E. Cox and Ann  Dean. (People and
Places series No 1.) St Albans: St
Albans & Hertfordshire Architectural
& Archaeological Society, 2015.
132pp, illus.   This new edition draws
on information not available to Alice
Goodman, author of the first edition,
published in 1987. It offers different
perspectives, and explains some
anomalies concerning names omitted
from these unique memorials.

Journal Articles

Two substantial articles of local inter-
est appeared in successive back issues
of The Local Historian, recently
received.

May 2013, pp 138-158 “Pollards in
early modern south-east Hertford-
shire”, and

July 2014, pp 180-200 “Coppice man-
agement in south-east Hertfordshire
1550-1910”. Both by Peter Austin.

These articles are concerned with
techniques of woodland management
and the economic importance of
wood yielded by them, used for fire-
wood, charcoal and hedging, as well
as building timber. The studies draw
on records of the Hatfield House
estate, which extended east to the
Essex border.

In The Local Historian, vol 45, no. 1,
January 2015 pp 2-18. “Researching
medieval wall paintings; a guide to
archival resources in England and
Wales”, by Ellie Pridgeon.   The author
aims to provide the first comprehen-
sive guide for researchers and local
historians. No sources specific to Hert-
fordshire are cited among the 92
references, but the article provides a
broad view of the sorts of sources
available.

Continued from Page  8

Continued on Page 12
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In British Archaeology, May/June 2015
Pp 14-21 “A grave at Kelshall: recreat-
ing the glory of a wealthy Roman
citizen”, by Keith Fitzpatrick
Matthews and Julian Watters. Kelshall
lies south-west of Royston, where in
October 2014 a metal detectorist led
to the discovery of a Roman grave.
Dating from AD 150-200, it contained
high-quality grave goods, suggesting
its occupant was a person of some
importance.

In London Archaeologist, Summer
2015 Pp 132-139  “Barnet: the
ongoing search for Greater London’s
only medieval battlefield”, by Bruce
Watson.  A detailed article concerned
with locating the site of the battle in
1471, drawing on an archaeological
investigation by the Battlefields Trust
and Hendon & District Archaeological
Society. It includes maps and plans,
and bibliographical references.

Tony Cooper, Library Team

Continued from Page  11

at the  University’s de Havilland
Campus starting at 9.45am and finish-
ing at 3.00pm and will be  looking at
the challenges faced by the Tribunals set
up to hear the appeals of those men
who wished to be exempted from mili-
tary service.

Traditionally these tribunals have been
viewed through the lens of conscien-
tious objection, but this workshop will
explore their broader context and the
value of the surviving records and
accounts within the local press for those
researching the impact of the war on
their own communities.

Patricia Broad and Jon Mien will be
presenting on behalf of the Society’s
First World War Home Front group, and
the program also includes contributions
from military historians and James
McDermott, whose work on Northamp-
tonshire’s  tribunals has been so helpful
in our  Society’s research.

The full programme will shortly be on
our Society’s website. If you would like
to come along please email firstworld
war@herts.ac.uk to register your inter-
est. If you do not have access to email
then please write to Julie Moore,
History Department, School of Humani-
ties,   University of Hertfordshire, Hat-
field, AL10 9AB.

Julie Moore

MILITARY SERVICE TRIBUNALS
WORKSHOP

2016 will see the centenary of the Mili-
tary Service Act in Great Britain.  In
anticipation of a heightened interest in
conscription, we will be holding  a  free
workshop   on  Saturday  19��  September,
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TRANSACTIONS PROJECT

The project to digitise the SAHAAS
Transactions and other early publica-
tions, which was started by our former
president, Professor Michael Cooper,
in 2010, has now been completed.
Thanks to the hard work and diligence
of a small team, led initially by
Michael and including Jon Mein, Janet
Lang, Judith Massey and me, some
4,200 pages of our Transactions are
now accessible to all through our
website: www.stalbanshistory.org.
Do have a look and browse through
some of these, many are quite fasci-
nating.

The Transactions are scholarly articles
written by SAHAAS members and
other expert   authors   over the years,

with the earliest dating from 1883 to
1961.  For example there are some by
Sir Mortimer and Tessa Wheeler,
about the excavations and discoveries
made at Verulamium, (e.g. 1930, 31,
33), and a very interesting one about
the Devil’s Dyke, Wheathampstead
(1937).   In 1897-8 there is an enter-
taining piece about Lady Cathcart and
Her Husbands!   These documents
cover a wide range of subjects, includ-
ing details of various archaeological
digs and finds, the history of our
Abbey and other churches, various
prominent families in the area and
many interesting buildings and estates
amongst them. I am sure you will find
a great deal to interest you in those
4,200 pages.   Do please contact us
through the website and let us know
which you particularly enjoy.

Christine McDermott

The Transactions
Team from left to
right:

Judith Massey,
Jon Mein,
Christine McDermott
and
Janet Lang,

Photo: John Humphreys
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PUBLICITY AND PUBLICATIONS

Opportunities to publish material for
publicity purposes have been few in
the past year, as so much time has had
to be spent on the creation of the first
in the series of publications “People
and Places” - the idea for the series
was conceived in 2011-12 during the
presidency of Professor Michael
Cooper and at the time when the late
Gillian Harvey was the Society’s
Librarian.

The new edition of The Street Memo-
rials of the St Albans Abbey Parish was
finally published on Thursday, 9th
June 2015 (and copies are now avail-
able, price £8 (to members) in the
SAHAAS Library which is open on
Wednesday and Friday mornings from
10 am – 12 noon. Copies are also
available at full price £9 at St. Albans
Cathedral Bookshop, the Tourist
Centre in the Market Place and at
Waterstones (ISBN 978-0-901194-09-
1).   This group of ten  street mem-
orials is unique and we do not know
who was responsible for their erection
or who paid for the stones or the
inscription of the names. Eight of the
memorials have now been listed by
the Government (via the Department

of Culture Media and Sport), alhough
two memorials have been left out:
the memorial in Fishpool Street and
that in Orchard Street. The latter  was
reinstated in 2002 following an appeal
for funds by the former Secretary of
SAHAAS, Brian Moody

Chris Green’s History of the Old Town
Hall is expected to be published later
in the year  (2015). Work is progress-
ing on a pamphlet by Brian Adams
featuring a walking tour of the houses
and offices built in St Albans and
Harpenden by local  architect, Percival
Blow, who died in 1940.

This coming season it is hoped to find
individuals willing to write 5,000
to 5,500 words, plus four pages of
illustrations, on aspects of St. Albans’
history involving both “People” and
“Places”. The Publications Committee
will be looking at commissioning
unpublished titles for the new series
later in the year.

John G E Cox
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CLOCK TOWER REPORT

The Clock Tower
joined in the fun of
the St Albans Film
Festival by opening
for an evening of
“Star Gazing From
The Clock Tower”
on Sunday, 3�� May
between 8pm and
10pm. The theme
this year was space
and aliens so Frank

Iddiols very kindly brought along (and
carried up to the top of the tower!)
his telescope, binoculars and star
charts. Although we only had about
30 visitors their interest and enthusi-
asm made it worthwhile opening.

The various representatives of the
local St Albans attractions discussed
the new 3D map at the Attractions
Meetings, held on 30�� April and 9��
July. The Clock Tower has been given
50 maps to be sold at £2 each. As we
donated £100 at the start of the
project all the money we receive from
the sale of the maps can go directly to
our funds. One of the maps has been
framed and hung on the Clock Tower
reception wall (on an existing nail!) so

visitors can easily see where other St
Albans attractions are.

Thanks to Helen, we also have a
supply of the new 2015 St Albans
Choose Your Story Visitor Guide
booklet from the Tourist Information
Office to have available for visitors to
take away. These guides are now
displayed on our new “display table”
(kindly made for the Clock Tower by
Andy Lawrence from a wardrobe – it
looks much better than it sounds!)
along with our new “Get Smart”
leaflet display. “Get Smart” is a private
company that distributes leaflets and
provides free leaflet displays for local
attractions.

If you happened to walk past the Clock
Tower from the evening of Friday, 8��
May to the morning of Monday, 11��
May you would have noticed that the
lights had been left on. This was at the
request of SADC to commemorate the
70�� Anniversary of V. E. Day. We also
had a request from the Charity,
Crohn’s and Colitis UK, to take part in
World IBD day (Inflammatory Bowel
Disease) by lighting up the Clock
Tower in purple on Tuesday, 19�� May.
We covered the inside windows with
purple gauze, hung some purple fairy

Continued on Page 16

Photo: Andy Lawrence
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lights up and left the Tower lights on.
Hopefully, it gave a purple glow and
attracted passers-by to read the
explanatory leaflets and so raised
awareness for the charity.

The Clock Tower is often opened up
during the week by SADC for various
pre-booked tours for groups such as,
schools, guides, scouts etc. In June an
Old Albanians member contacted
SAHAAS to see if it was possible for a
group to take a nostalgic climb up the
Tower. So Mike Carey very kindly
volunteered to open up the Clock
Tower for an hour or so and let the
small group of about 8 climb the 93
steps to reminisce over the magnifi-
cent views. The Tower will, however,
soon be open every Wednesday to the
public. When MoSTA finally closes at
the end of this year the SADC wish to
open the Tower up on Wednesdays to
the public. They will be staffing the
Tower themselves and it will probably
be only for a couple of years, until the
New Museum and Gallery is up and
running.

The next event that the Clock Tower
will be joining in is the upcoming
Heritage Open Days, from Thursday
the 10�� to Sunday the 13�� of Septem-

ber. The Tower will be open from
10.30am to 5pm for all four days so if
you are passing the Tower over the
coming weekends do pop in and sign
up for a Clockateer slot as there are
many sessions still to be filled. Over
the Heritage Open Days the Clock
Tower will be screening various
archive footage of Old St Albans and
a film montage of old St Albans post-
cards morphing into current day
photos. Subject to SADC approval, on
the Saturday at 10am the Clock Tower
will host a Grand Balloon Race
whereby 100 environmentally friendly
balloons will be released from the top
of the tower. Each balloon will have a
detachable recyclable tag so the
finder can send it back to the Tower
and the person who sent in the tag
from the balloon that travelled the
furthest will win a prize.

We are always looking for new volun-
teers to join the roster of Clockateers.
Manning the Clock Tower for one of
the sessions over Saturday or Sunday
with another Clockateer is a fun and
interesting way to help keep our
iconic Clock Tower open to the public.
If you would like to volunteer please
do contact Mike Carey or Caroline
Howkins via the email:

Continued from Page  15

Continued on Page 17
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clocktower@stalbanshistory.org.

As always, Mike and I would like to
thank all the Clockateers for giving
their time to keep the Clock Tower
open for the public to enjoy.

Caroline Howkins & Mike Carey.

THE FIRST WORLD WAR HOME
FRONT PROJECT

This has been another busy twelve
months for the twenty-two members
of the project group. We started it
with a bang, welcoming over 160
people to the Society’s successful
Home Front conference in Dagnall
Street Baptist Church. We made con-
tributions to the commemoration of
the centenary of the outbreak of the
war in with a series of articles in the
Herts Advertiser, by supporting exhi-
bitions in several venues including the
Abbey and the Abbey Theatre as well
as responding to invitations to give
talks about our research. All this
visible endeavour largely came to an
end at the turn of the year as we
focused instead on the quiet contem-
plation of finishing our research.

As you may remember, our goal is to
publish a book next year about our
findings. An important highlight late
in 2014 was finding a publisher for the
book: in November we received the
green light from the University of
Hertfordshire Press that they would
produce it for us under their Hertford-
shire Publications imprint. Our
research now complete, the hard
work is underway to collate the fruits
of thirty months labour into a book of
eight chapters supported by good
maps and photographs. With a fair
wind we expect to hand over the
manuscript to the publishers towards
the end of this year and see the book
on the shelves next summer. Fingers
crossed.

We could tease you at this point with
some of the fascinating material the
group has uncovered. But you will
have to wait for the book!

Anne Wares, Sue Mann & Jon Mein
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HERTFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY
AND HISTORY

Very good progress is being made
towards publication of volume 17 of
the Hertfordshire Archaeology History
series.  We now have quotations from
three printers and are preparing to
discuss this with the editorial commit-
tee in order that we can make a
selection.  The formatting of the arti-
cles and images is almost finished
now.   Once these two activities are
completed we will, in discussion with
our chosen printer, have a much
clearer idea of the publication date for
this volume.

Christine McDermott

D���� D��� - H��� ��������� 2015

The annual HALH symposium is to be
held on Saturday 21�� November 2015
in the Wheathampstead Memorial
Hall.  Subject: Railways in Hertford-
shire and their effect on the County.
Further details from:
http://www.halh.org.uk/symposium

17TH CENTURY RESEARCH

The Group continues to transcribe
surviving probate documents in prep-
aration for publication by the Hert-
fordshire Record Society.   We had a
very helpful working lunch with Sue
Flood, General Editor, and Heather
Falvey, Secretary, in August last year.
We showed them the data base and
they were very impressed with the
level of detail and volume of work we
have undertaken, particularly the
copious biographical details we have
collected for our 17�� century ‘friends’.
It was decided at our meeting that the
number of documents is so great that
the first volume would cover only the
years 1600 to 1625 and in the last year
we have been concentrating on this
period.

To date we have 150 wills and 85
inventories in the format required for
publication.   More inventories are in
the pipeline, distributed between the
team of seven transcribers.

Pat Howe
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ST ALBANS AND DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY NETWORK

AUTUMN           CONFERENCE                                                   2015 PROGRAMME
Saturday 17th October 2015 at Verulamium Museum

10.00 Registration, displays and networking
10.30      Welcome by Catherine Newley, Curator, St Albans’ Museums

Morning session chairman - Brian Adams

10.35 PRESENTATION 1: Elanor Cowland: Smallpox in St Albans:

 Investigating the Local Story
11.05 PRESENTATION 2: Peter Burley: Agincourt Veterans in St Albans?
11.35 Panel Questions
11.45 Coffee break
12.10 PRESENTATION 3:  Elizabeth Adey: Medieval Lives and Liberties
12.30 PRESENTATION 4:  Catherine Newley: “Look what we’ve found!”
12.45 Panel Questions
1.00         Lunch.  A light lunch will be provided

Afternoon session chairman - Mike Neighbour
1.55  Afternoon session begins
2.00 PRESENTATION 5: Patrick McNeill: School log books: a rich

                           resource for local historians
2.15 PRESENTATION 6: Brian Adams: Archaeology and Town Twinning
2.30 PRESENTATION 7: James Brown: Vickers Experimental Tank
2.45 PRESENTATION 8: Mike Neighbour: Flicks in Fleetville
3.00  Panel Questions
3.15 Tea break
3.35  SOAPBOXES: Five-minute pop-up sessions
4.30  Close

The organisers are are asking for £5 from each delegate as a contribution towards
conference expenses. This is payable at the Conference Registration table on
arrival.
To book, please contact Mike Neighbour via email to sanetwork@me.com
or call him on 01992 468259.
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COACH OUTING TO
SAFFRON WALDEN AND
AUDLEY END HOUSE

On Saturday 4�� July 2015 thirty-one
Society members gathered in Saffron
Walden Market Square for an excellent
guided tour of the town centre.

Now a commuter belt town (pop. 15,000),
we learned about the small Roman and
Saxon settlements and the Norman land-
owners, the Earls of Essex. Prosperity
came in the 12��  century with the building
of a castle 1130-1140 of which only the
ruined Keep remains, establishing the
Tuesday and Saturday Market in 1141 and
the founding of a Benedictine Priory,
Walden Abbey in 1190, which is now the
site of Audley End House. The introduc-
tion of saffron growing in the late 1300s
eventually led to the town becoming the
centre of the saffron industry in this
country by the early 1500s.

Its central streets still follow the grid
established in the Middle Ages and in
Castle Street there are fine examples of
Grade II* listed hall houses and a number
of unusual Wealden houses. We were
fascinated by the sliding sash windows.

Many buildings exhibited fine examples
of elaborate pargetting as seen in Church

Street on Grade I listed ‘The Old Sun Inn’.
Are these figures Tom Hickathrift and The
Wisbech Giant or Gog and Magog?
Throughout the town there are fine exam-
ples of late Georgian and Victorian houses.

Many Quaker families, notably the
Gibsons and Braybrooke’s, were impor-
tant businessmen in the town and
brewing was a major industry with 33
Maltings in the 1830’s.

Quaker influence was strong, noted by the
foundation of the Meeting House (1676)
and Friends’ School which re-located from
Croyden in 1879.

Continued on Page  21
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We visited the parish Church of St Mary
the Virgin built, in the Perpendicular style,
between 1470 and 1540. The spire was
added in 1832. With wonderful  internal
stonework by ‘the top man’ - architect
and stonemason John Westell, fine
stained glass windows, spectacular
Trompete Real pipes on the Organ and the
Belgian slate tomb of Thomas Audley, the
200 ft. long church is considered one of
the finest in Essex. Tour over and lunch in
one of the many eating places in the town.
So much history and interest here that
many members are planning a return
visit.

Audley End House

A short coach ride and arrival at Audley
End House. It is maintained by English
Heritage and stands on the site of Walden
Abbey which was granted to the Lord
Chancellor, Sir Thomas Audley,  in 1538
by Henry VIII. His grandson, Thomas
Howard 1st Earl of Suffolk and Lord Treas-
urer to James I built a much grander
mansion which over the centuries was
reduced to its current size. It retains much
of the original character and contains fine
Robert Adam and Jacobean revival interi-
ors with impressive plasterwork ceilings
and a fine collection of paintings and
furniture.

Complementing the house are gardens
and Capability Brown landscaping which
reflect the many changes in English
garden fashion. Across from the front
lawn a cricket match was in progress.

We visited the famous organic nine acre
Walled Garden. There were re-enact-
ments taking place at the Stable Block and
in the Kitchen.  Who will forget the formi-
dable lady acting out the part of ‘Cook’?
We asked about hierarchy – Housekeeper
v Cook and were told ‘Nobody notices
dust but they do an empty stomach. Who
is the most important?’ A raised eyebrow!

Our hot and interesting day ended.

Thank you to Pat Howe for organising the
trip and Helen Bishop for ‘standing in’ for
an indisposed Pat.

Christine Aitken

Continued from Page  20
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SELL-OUT QUIZ RAISES CASH FOR
NEW MUSEUM

The twelfth night of June was a
perfect summer evening and what
better place to enjoy a great night of
fun and entertainment than the
atmospheric medieval Kingsbury Barn
in Branch Road owned by Jill and
Adam Singer who kindly made the
wonderful building available for a
SAHAAS quiz night in aid of the new
museum project.

The quizmaster, Alan Hobson, pro-
vided a challenging and entertaining
series of questions, which kept the full
house of 105 quizzers fully engaged.
Anne Hobson did an excellent job in
keeping score, assisted by Simoné.
The entire evening was organised by
our President Helen Bishop with help
from members of the SAHAAS St
Albans Home Front Project and our
Secretary Bryan Hanlon who acted as
Master of Ceremonies on the night.

The evening would not have been
possible without the help of the
museum in lending chairs and tables
– with special thanks to Phil Hum-
phrey and his staff for delivering and
collecting, and also Andy Lawrence

and Caroline Howkins who brought
tables very kindly lent by St Mary’s,
Marshalswick.

Special thanks go to the Music Depart-
ment on London Road who very kindly
loaned the PA system free of charge
and all the organisations and individ-
uals who contributed raffle prizes. In
particular, SAHAAS would like to thank
Marks & Spencer, Waterstones,
Gorhambury House, Carpenters Nurs-
ery, Dylans at the Kings Arms (George
St), The Odyssey and various individu-
als for their very generous support in
donating prizes.

The quiz evening was kept refreshed
by the bar, ably run by Chris Argue and
Alan McGlynn with help from others
on the night, and the welcome
supper, with choice of fish and chips
or curry – collected and delivered in
the case of the former by Bryan
Hanlon - kept everyone’s energy levels
up for the later rounds of the quiz. The
meals came from The Ridgeway Fish
Bar and the India Garden.

Councillor Annie Brewster, Portfolio
Holder for Sport, Leisure and Heritage,
took part in the quiz and also thanked

Continued on Page   23
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everyone for their support for the
museum project.

Finally, the winners were the Six
Belles team who each went away
with a bottle of wine courtesy of
Morrisons Supermarket. The organ-
isers were especially pleased to have
so much support from SAHAAS
members, family and friends for this
event, which raised £1,280 for the
new museum fund. The Quizmas-
ter’s timing was perfect. He kept the
evening running exactly to time,
finishing on the dot of 10pm.

Organiser Helen Bishop said: “A
wonderful team effort and an enjoy-
able night which many have asked
us to repeat in the future. Thank you
to everyone who took part.”

Sue Mann

THE LIFE & TIMES OF ST
ALBANS' INNS AND PUBS

Ann Dean and Jonathan Mein are
giving two talks about the inns and
public houses in the town in the 18th
and 19th centuries. The cost is £10
per ticket per talk and, if you wish to
join the speakers for a drink after-
wards at the Six Bells, the landlord

has generously offered a reduced
price of £2.50 for the first beer, small
wine or spirit and mixer on produc-
tion of your ticket. (Don't lose your
ticket!)

All profits go to the renaissance: St
Albans museums & galleries fund.

Thursday 8th October, 7.45pm - The
Life & Death of St Albans' Inns, Ann
Dean
Thursday 15th October, 7.45pm -
The Rise & Fall of the Public House in
Victorian St Albans, Jonathan Mein

To book your tickets (cash, cheques
& credit cards), visit or call Veru-
lamium Museum on 01727 751810.
Tickets will also be on sale at Society
lectures in September (cash or
cheques only). Cheques should be
made payable to  "St Albans
Museums and Galleries Trust. "

Continued from Page  22
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THE SANDRIDGE PARISH MAP,
1726

As part of our plan to ensure we have
copies of significant local maps in our
library, the Society has recently pur-
chased a digital copy of the Sandridge
parish map of 1726 from the British
Library. The map is part of the Althorp
collection deposited at the Library by
the Earls Spencer who, through their
ancestor, Sarah Duchess of Marlbor-
ough, then owned much of the parish.
Its title is An exact survey of all the
demesnes, copyholds and freeholds in
the manner of Sandridge…and the
surveyor was John Peter Desmaretz.

At 13” to the mile this large colour
map emphasizes the size of the parish
at the time with Bernards Heath in the
south and Bride Hall near Ayot St
Lawrence in the north. Partly as a
result of its scale, the detail is superb
and, at first glance, accurate. Conse-
quently we have some of the earliest
depictions of Bernards Heath with its
three windmills, brick kiln and ‘inhab-
ited’ gibbet, Beech Bottom and Devil’s
Dyke, the church, housing and one
alehouse in the village itself as well as
the houses and gardens at Marshals-
wick, Bride Hall and Water End.

Details of owners and occupiers are
listed on the map together with acre-
ages of the enclosures. Land use is
also described.

At some point in the past and proba-
bly for reasons of storage, the original
map was cut into six sections. The
British Library has sent us high resolu-
tion digital copies of each section and
we have commissioned work to digit-
ally stitch the six pieces together.

When this is complete, probably
towards the end of August, we will be
able to present the map as it was
originally intended on both computer
screen and an A0 colour print so ena-
bling researchers to take a more holis-
tic view of the landscape depicted.

For a more detailed analysis of the
map see Reconstruction and Measure-
ment of Landscape Change: a study of
six parishes in the St Albans area,
Jonathan R Hunn (1994), pg.124, a
copy of which is in the Society’s library.
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LOCAL LINKS TO THE SLAVE
COMPENSATION SCHEME

If you saw the recent TV programmes*
about slavery and in particular the com-
pensation scheme for slave-owners estab-
lished by the Abolition of Slavery Act of
1833, you may be interested in the links
that our area has to this subject. Perhaps
the most obvious is the Sopwell House
Hotel and gardens which were owned for
much of the 1800s as part of their New
Barnes estate by Joseph Timperon and his
family. His daughter, Isabella Worley,
inherited the estate from Timperon and
it is interesting to juxtapose her much-
admired local beneficence with his claim
for 2,040 slaves and compensation of
£37,290.

We have a copy of Anne Wares’ essay
about Worley in our library: The quiet
philanthropist: a life of Isabella Worley.
There is a short article also by Anne on the
Society’s website about Worley’s resi-
dence - Sopwell House – from Tudor Shed
to Luxury Hotel.

Our area has other links too, for example
George Hibbert who owned the Munden
estate at Bricket Wood and claimed for
3,453 slaves in Jamaica and received
£63,050.

This detailed information about Tim-
peron, Hibbert and a further 46,000
others is available on the website of the
academic group that analysed the records
of the compensation scheme:
www.ucl.ac.uk/lbs.

Jonathan Mein

* Britain’s Forgotten Slave Owners on BBC 2, July

2015.

ALBAN WAY: 150TH ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

Supported by Heritage Lottery
Funding, the Smallford Residents
Association has recently under-
taken a project investigating the
history of the former Smallford
station on the railway line between
the London Road station in St
Albans and Hatfield. To commem-
orate the opening of the line in
1865, members of the group are
combining with other local associ-
ations including the Sopwell Resi-
dents Association for a varied
programme of activities on Friday
16�� October and Sunday 18��
October. See www.smallford.org
for further details.
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REPORT FROM THE PROGRAMME
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

The Programme Development Com-
mittee consists of Roy Bratby, Chair-
man, Doreen Bratby, Pat Howe and
Roger Miles.

The Committee held a number of
meetings throughout the year and
was responsible for fifteen Tuesday
lectures, four of which were pre-
sented by our own members; Dr Peter
Burley, Bryan Hanlon, Chris Green,
Maggy Douglas and Patricia Broad.,
We are extremely grateful to them for
their contribution to the life of the
Society.

Pat Howe arranged a very successful
day outing to Layer Marney and Pay-
cocks in April which was thoroughly
enjoyed by all those who participated.
Plans have been made for a further
day outing to visit  Saffron Walden and
Audley End.

We continue to be indebted to those
members, namely Roderick Douglas
and Frank Iddiols, who give of their
time to assist with the IT/AV in con-
nection with the lectures and our
thanks go to them.   Once again I make

a plea for additional help in this impor-
tant area and would welcome volun-
teers to come forward to spread the
load.

I have been encouraged by the attend-
ances at the lectures and as always
your suggestions for lecture topics,
possible speakers and future visits are
always welcome.

Roy Bratby
Chairman

Programme Development Committee

FRIDAY LECTURE REPORT

Looking back over some of the Friday
lectures of the past year . . . Dido Belle
growing up at Kenwood . . . Robert
Hunter co-founder of the National
Trust . . . and Thos Hollis V 18c Repub-
lican Eccentric with St Albans connec-
tions, I am mindful of two changes
that had to be made at the last
minute.   To those speakers who stood
in at short notice I am truly grateful,
as indeed I am, to all who lectured
throughout the Friday programme.

There was a good track record of
members attending and showing
enthusiasm by the quality of question

Continued on Page   27
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and answer sessions, often com-
mented on to me by encouraged
speakers.
Thank you members for the part you
play.

Doreen Bratby
Lecture Secretary.

LECTURE PROGRAMME

SEPTEMBER TO NOVEMBER 2015

Tuesday 15 September 2015
After AGM
The Sandridge Hoard
David Thorold

The Sandridge coin hoard discovered
in 2012 by a local first time metal
detectorist is the largest hoard com-
posed solely of solidi in the country.
Buried at the very end of the official
rule of Rome over the province of
Britannia, this lecture looks at the
hoard’s discovery and exhibition, the
makeup of the coins and what this
tells us about the use of high value
coins within the Roman Empire as well
as considering the reasons behind
their burial.
David Thorold is the Curator of Prehistory
to Medieval at Verulamium Museum,
specialising in numismatics. He has

worked for the museum service since 1993
and worked on the recovery, excavation
and identification of the hoard. He works
with local archaeology and detector
groups and the Finds Liaison Officer in
encouraging the reporting and recording
of archaeological material and is currently
preparing a museum publication on the
coin hoard.

Friday 25 September 2015
The Battle of Waterloo 2015 – New
Perspectives
John Morewood

2015 is the 200th anniversary of the
Battle of Waterloo which led to the
final downfall of Napoleon. In a small
area of Belgian countryside on 18 June
1815, 200,000 men, 60,000 horses
and 537 guns were deployed. At the
end of the day 70,000 men were
killed, wounded or missing. The
history of the battle was written very
much from an English perspective.
Now with more foreign language
sources available we are challenging
many of our previously accepted
beliefs. The events have relevance to
our lives today and many business
leaders study the battle to see what
they can learn. We will debunk some

Continued from Page  26
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of the myths, look at the constraints
that the troops fought under and
examine the relevance of the battle
to us today.

John Morewood is Secretary to the 500
strong Waterloo Association who are
dedicated to increasing knowledge of the
period and helping to preserve the battle-
field. John read Modern History at Oxford
University. He is a specialist in the Royal
Navy of the period and the English cavalry.
He lectures widely and has just returned
from guiding a tour to Waterloo. He co-
authored ‘HMS Vanguard at the Battle of
the Nile’ and has written the soon to be
published ‘Waterloo General, the Life,
Letters and mysterious death of Sir
William Ponsonby 1772-1815’.

Tuesday 6 October 2015
Will the Real John Carrington
stand up!
Sue Flood

In 1760 John Carrington became
tenant of Bacons Farm, Bramfield
Hertfordshire.  Shortly after the death
of his wife in 1798, he began to keep
a diary, and continued it until twelve
days before his death in 1810.  This
forms an almost daily record of the
last twelve years of his life, years

which saw great change and often
hardship during the Napoleonic wars.
A man of apparently no formal educa-
tion, he exhibits a shrewd intelligence,
a reputation for honest dealing and a
generous heart for those in his local
community less fortunate than him-
self.

Sue began her professional career as an
archivist working in London.  After three
years at the Greater London Record Office,
in 1978, she joined the Hertfordshire
Record Office (now HALS).  In 2001 she
became County Archivist, a post she held
until her retirement in 2013.  In 1997 she
obtained a Master of Studies in Local
History from the University of Cambridge.
Sue has served as General Editor of the
Hertfordshire Record Society since 2000.
She is treasurer of the East of England
Regional Archive Council and sits on com-
mittees for both the British Records Asso-
ciation and the Diocese of St Albans.

Tuesday 13 October 2015
Piers of the Realm
Anthony Wills

For 200 years seaside piers have
offered the pleasure of walking over
the water without getting wet. From
basic landing stages they quickly

Continued from Page  27
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developed into fully fledged seafront
attractions. Of the 100 or so built
during the Victorian era some 60
remain. Anthony who has co-au-
thored British Seaside Piers (published
by English Heritage in July 2014), will
present an illustrated history of these
coastal icons, from Blackpool to
Bournemouth and Clevedon to
Cromer, along with a few which
haven’t survived.
Anthony Wills was educated at Kings
College London and Leeds College of
Music. After a varied career in theatre and
the overseas holiday industry he joined the
BBC in 1979 and spent 20 years as a radio
producer. He was Chairman of the
National Piers Society from 2003 to 2007
and now works as its Media Relations
Officer, with many newspaper articles and
radio & TV appearances to his name.

Tuesday 20 October
Gardens fit for a Queen – The New
Gardens of Kensington Palace
Todd Longstaffe-Gowan

Todd Longstaffe-Gowan will discuss
his re-presentation of the pleasure
grounds at Kensington Palace to mark
the Diamond Jubilee of HM The
Queen in spring 2012—the largest
new garden to be laid out at a British
Royal Palace for over a century.

Kensington Palace – part of which is
now open to the public – was built in
the late 17th century for William III
and Mary II, and has been a favourite
place of residence for various
members of the royal family and more
recently the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge. The palace has emerged
in all its glory, and the new gardens
are designed wonderfully to offset the
main avenue. The whole quarter has
been refreshed and repopulated.

Todd Longstaffe-Gowan is a landscape
architect and landscape historian with an
international design practice based in
London. He is Gardens Adviser to Historic
Royal Palaces (with responsibilities at six
palaces), Landscape Adviser to the Crown
Estate Paving Commission in Regent's
Park and President of the London Parks &
Gardens Trust. He is the author of several
books including The London Square:
Gardens in the Midst of Town (Yale, 2012),
and The London Town Garden 1700-1840
(Yale, 2001).

Friday 30 October 2015
Pocket Rome - Chiswick House, Lord
Burlington & William Kent
Laurence Rich

Touchstone of Neo-Palladian design
in England, Chiswick House (1729) will
be shown to be as much homage to
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Andrea Palladio’s Venetian villas as it
is an evocation of the spirit of ancient
Rome. Chiswick House was the brain-
child of Lord Burlington, an architect,
antiquarian and patron of the arts.
Two Grand Tours and avid collecting
of architectural drawings and treatises
prepared him to design, in collabora-
tion with William Kent, a villa and
landscape at Chiswick to encapsulate
his fascination with Italian archaeolog-
ical and Renaissance precedents. This
diminutive and didactic building has
been beguiling enthusiasts of architec-
ture and archaeology for nearly three
centuries.

Laurence Rich has a First Class Master of
Arts Degree with Honours in Architectural
History from the University of Edinburgh.
Working for English Heritage since 2008,
he is the principal house guide and organ-
iser of group visits at Chiswick House,
where he specialises in designing and
delivering bespoke tours and seated pres-
entations on the architecture, interior
design, art collection and landscape at this
famous site. His other interests include
Modernist architecture (having also
worked for the Twentieth Century Soci-
ety), and the work of William Hogarth.

Tuesday 10 November 2015
The German Cruiser ‘Emden’ – The
Story of the great WW1 Sea Raider

Ian Thompson

The ‘Emden’ was a small cruiser
attached to the German Far East
Squadron in the 1914-18 War. On the
outbreak of war she was sent to the
Indian Ocean, virtually a British lake,
where she was surrounded and
hunted by vastly superior forces. Com-
pletely cut off from her own source of
supplies, she captured those that she
needed from her enemies. The
‘Emden’ made world headline news
and even the British could not with-
hold their admiration for the daring,
gallantry and chivalry of this small
ship. Ian’s talk concentrates on her
last war cruise and her incredible
adventure and achievements.

Ian is a retired Government employee.
Since his youth he has always had an
interest in military history, especially that
of Germany in WW2. He was a volunteer
guide at Bletchley Park for 8 years. Now
he continues to give talks to various
groups and societies on Bletchley Park and
code breaking,  U–Boats,  spies    and
double-agents, the ‘Emden’ and numerous
other military related subjects.

Tuesday 17 November 2015
Geoffrey de Havilland, Two Old
Houses and Freeman’s Folly
Mike Garrick
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This talk will contain a brief history of
Salisbury Hall and Astwick Manor and
describe Salisbury Hall and de Havi-
land’s Design Centre. Included will be
a description of the development of
the Mosquito and Horsa glider includ-
ing a short film clip illustrating how
wood was used to make aircraft, and
the importance of construction tech-
niques, and the importance of both
aircraft to victory in WW2. The devel-
opment of apprentice training at both
Salisbury Hall and Astwick Manor and
its progression to present day appren-
tice training at the University of Hert-
fordshire will also feature.

John was born and grew up in America
and subsequently gained a BSc in Biologi-
cal Science followed by an MA in Science
Education at Kings College, London.
He was a Commander in the US Navy with
3,700 pilot hours to his name and more
recently after qualifying as a Teacher in
1994 he taught all science subjects to
GCSE standard and biology to A-level
standard and was Head of Science at
Chesham Park Community College.

Friday 27 November 2015
Those Wild Wyndhams
Three Sisters at the Heart of Power
Claudia Renton

Mary, Madeline and Pamela – the
three Wyndham sisters – were
painted by John Singer Sergeant in
1899. For The Times it was ‘the great-
est picture of modern times’. These
beautiful, rich, fin de siècle women,
clad in white, came to epitomize a
vanishing world: the leisured, gilded,
existence of the late Victorian aristoc-
racy that was to be dealt a deathblow
by the First World War.

Yet their lives were far more turbulent
than their air of calm suggests.
Brought up in artistic and liberal cir-
cles, their childhood was freedom-
loving and filled with medieval fanta-
sies. Their parents were intimate
friends with the Pre-Raphaelites, and
the sisters, with Mary as a leader,
became involved in ‘the Souls’ – an
accidental grouping of brilliant,
sincere and loyal friends with liber-
ated morals and shocking beliefs
about sexual equality. Bowing to con
vention, all three made excellent mar-
riages, but only one was happy. All
found emotional support from others
– Mary with Arthur Balfour and the
poet Wilfrid Scawen Blunt; Pamela
with the Liberal statesman and orni-
thologist Edward Grey.

Continued from Page  30
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Their first biography,‘Those Wild Wyn-
dhams’ charts these enchanting and
markedly different lives until the First
World War brought devastation to
their milieu.
Claudia Renton gained a First at Oxford
and was awarded the Gibbs Book Prize for
Modern History. Now a practising barris-
ter, she has also enjoyed a career as an
actress, appearing with the RSC and at the
National Theatre. She is co-author of
‘Heroes’ with Simon Sebag Montefiore
and was identified as one of the Guardi-
an’s ‘new history girls’ and one of Vogue’s
'Bright Stars' of the next decade. She lives
in London.

Roy Bratby
Programme Development

THE MAYOR’S PRIZE 2016

‘The Mayor’s Prize’ is worth £100
to the winner of this annual
SAHAAS competition. Details of
the competition are listed on the
Society’s website.

The competition  is open to
amateur historians, who are
invited to submit an essay of
between 5,000 and 10,000 words
on a topic relating to the history
of St. Albans and/or Hertford-
shire. The closing date is the 30��
April 2016 leaving entrants good
time to research a topic for sub-
mission.

Contributions are judged by a
panel of experts, gathered for the
purpose by the President of the
Society.

Note: The Mayor’s Prize was
begun by Hon. Alderman Kate
Morris when Mayor of St. Albans
in 2007-08 who put together a
capital sum for this annual prize.

Two members of the SAHAAS
LIbrary team – Jon Mein and Ann
Wares are past winners. You could
be the winner of the 2016 Prize!

Helen Bishop
President

Continued from Page  31

MEMBERSHIP

The Society welcomes the follow-
ing new members:

Mrs Beryl Ann Scruton,
Hemel Hempstead
Miss Rosemary Boateng,
Hemel Hempstead

Membership cards for 2015-16
have been posted to members
with this Newsletter

David Smith
Membership Secretary
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TOO MANY BOOKS YOU NO LONGER NEED?
PLEASE DONATE THEM TO SUPPORT THE

BOOK SALE

Saturday 24�� October 2015  from 10am to 4pm
Assembly Room, Old Town Hall

The event will offer books in all categories and include an auction of
specialist, signed copies and first editions

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP?

Contact Maggy Douglas with any offers for:
donating books and/or collecting books from donors
Tel: 01727 840779 - email: minutes@stalbanshistory.org

Contact Val Argue with any offers for:
cake, scone and biscuit etc baking

 Tel: 01727 853083 - email: cv@argue.eclipse.co.uk

Contact any SAHAAS Council member with any offers to assist with:
selling and/or clearing up

This book sale, in partnership with the St Albans Civic Society , is part of the
public fund raising In aid of “renaissance St Albans”

the New Museum and Gallery Project


