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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome everyone to our first Newsletter of 2014, in its new
A5 format with parts in colour. We do hope you like and
enjoy it. The change is partly an attempt to give the
Newsletter a more “contemporary” look, but it is also due to
increasing postal charges which are heavy on larger formats.
Our thanks go to our editor for so enthusiastically effecting
this transformation.

The year 2013 closed sadly with the unfortunate passing of
SAHAAS Librarian Gill Harvey who ably and energetically led
the Library Team for the past 7 years. In a relatively short
period in the city Gill became a considerable expert on St Albans’ history.
Appreciations of her contributions to the work of the Society appear on pages 5 and
10.  She will be sorely missed.

Bright start to the New Year
Despite the weather, 2014 has started very well for the Society, with a convivial New
Year Party, more splendid lectures, and a fine exhibition in the Cathedral’s North
Transept. Our principal guest the Mayor, Cllr. Annie Brewster, contributed greatly to
the party’s friendly relaxed atmosphere; she and a number of others have remarked
several times since on how enjoyable an evening it was. Two excellent and very well
attended talks delivered by Society members in January have seen Jon Mein and Julie
Moore showcasing the Society’s First World War Research Group – we look forward to
the September Conference; and Brenda Bolton giving us a fascinating account of the
intricacies of St Albans Abbey‘s ecclesiastical relations with Europe, particularly with
the Papacy, in medieval times.

Notable forthcoming events are the Society’s outing to Northampton on Thursday
15th  May, and the E. R. Hughes (The Last Pre-Raphaelite?) exhibition in St Albans
Abbey, 23rd April to 6th May 2014. You will find further notes on most of the above
and numerous other activities elsewhere in the Newsletter.

Continued on Page 4
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Mayor’s Prize 2014
As you will know, we did not make an award in 2013, but it would be very good to have
entries for 2014, and ensure the continuity of the Prize. Do please consider submitting
an entry if you are in a position to do so, or encourage a friend or colleague who you
know is likely to have work suitable for consideration. 30th April 2014 is the deadline.
Details on p.27.

Treasurer
At the time of writing we still have not been able to find a Treasurer to replace John
Thomson who is standing down before the AGM. If any of you would care to consider
taking on this role, or know someone with appropriate experience who might be
approached, please do get in touch with me or with our Secretary Bryan Hanlon (See
page 25 for more details).

Membership
The encouraging growth in membership continues steadily (almost apace!). This
underlines the need for us to get out to you the Membership Survey questionnaire,
which is now in its final stages of construction and testing. It will be posted to all
members shortly in hard copy form. It will also be available to complete online. For
ease of administration and analysis, it would greatly help the Society if those of you
with Internet access would complete the survey on-line.  Whichever you prefer, please
do complete and submit the questionnaire.

Weather notwithstanding, 2014 has started very well. The events and audiences have
been buzzy and vital, and SAHAAS is beginning 2014 in very positive and energetic
shape. It promises to be another very interesting and active year. I trust you feel
involved and find it so yourselves. Do let us know what you think of the new format
Newsletter.

President welcomes SADC Mayor
Cllr Annie Brewster
to the New Year Party

Continued from Page 3

Photo: Frank Iddiols

Donald Munro
President

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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GILLIAN HARVEY

Gillian Harvey
(née Drew) was a
very active
member of our
Society: leader  of
the library team,
active researcher
and attendee at
most events. It is

difficult to imagine that that presence
was short-lived and has so cruelly been
curtailed by the illness of which she
spoke little and fought so bravely.

Gill Drew attended a librarianship
course at the then North Western Poly-
technic , London, way back in the 60s
along with a certain Richard Harvey.
Both followed long careers in their
chosen profession – Richard at the
Guildhall Library and Gill first at Guild-
ford   College and then at St Paul’s School.

Both having widowed mothers,
Richard and Gill remained most of their
lives in their respective family homes.
One of Gill’s local interests was as
Honorary Librarian at  the   Surrey
Archaeological Society. On his retire-
ment from Guildhall, Richard   invited
some longstanding colleagues to the
party – one Gill Drew, and also Kate
Morris, sometime librarian in the City.

Finally both alone and freer, Richard and
Gill teamed up on a holiday on the
Norfolk Broads.  Sometime later, I

received a phone call from Richard. ‘You
remember Gill Drew? Well we are
thinking of getting married’. The
chosen venue for the happy event was
St Michael’s Manor in St Albans. Soon
they had both sold up their original
homes and relocated to St Albans,
embracing life here in every way. They
instantly joined the Society and Gill
threw herself into helping establish the
new library in the Old Town Hall; she
joined the 17th century group, actively
researching and publishing – Lord
Grimthorpe and other Dragons – the
career of Walter Lawrance (SAHAAS,
2011). She became an Abbey guide and
helped in the library there, joined St
Leonard’s church, Sandridge, helping at
Toddlers’ Church, and organised the
Watford Dance Festival.

Now both Richard and Gill could also
pursue their mutual interests and to
support each other’s, and they lost no
time doing so. Trips on the great rail-
ways of Europe, theatres, concerts, you
name it they were there. All since only
2005.

In that time, Gill became a vigorous and
influential Society member, for which
we are most grateful.  She will indeed be
very greatly missed.

Kate Morris

(A tribute to Gill from our Library Team is
on Page 10.  Ed)

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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NEW YEAR PARTY

Held on 10th January in the Verulamium Museum the SAHAAS New Year Party was
attended by  over 80 members and guests.  The Hon. Secretary, Bryan Hanlon,
acted as Master of Ceremonies. Interesting quizzes challenged the imagination
and knowledge of all those who took part.

Doreen Bratby has asked that her grateful thanks be passed to our members for
their generous donations of food.  “The variety of spread on the table looked
delightful and was thoroughly enjoyed by all”. Wine and mulled wine as well as
some original non-alcoholic fruit drinks were served throughout the evening  by
Carole Oldknow and Robin Green.

St Albans and District Mayor, Cllr. Annie Brewster, was our principal guest and she
and her son, George, were met by our President and introduced to members. In
a short address she spoke of the things which have and continue to make her year
in office so interesting and worthwhile, including Heritage and Tourism, and
highlighted the things that in the future will make our city a venue of choice for
many.  She compared St Albans with one of our twin towns, Worms, where the
historic parts are totally divorced from the rest of the city while our own medieval
roots are so compact. She spoke highly of the Society and the work it undertakes
in the City and took the time to talk to and listen to many of our members and
guests.

In all a very happy and successful evening.

Kate Warren and the Museum’s
mystery objects

Bryan Hanlon discloses quiz results
to the  Mayor and SAHAAS

Members

Photo: Frank Iddiols Photo: John Humphreys

John Cox

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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FIRST WORLD WAR HOME FRONT RESEARCH GROUP

Some of the results of our first year’s labours are now public: in January. Julie
Moore and Jon gave the first extended talk about our findings to the Society. We
are glad to note that there was ‘standing-room only’. Trying to distil well over
1,000 hours of research by 20 researchers into a 50 minute talk was a challenge
but the response we received was very positive. While work continues on the
themes we explored at the talk, we also break new ground. Research on topics as
diverse as rifle ranges, food rationing and the evolution of Ryder’s seed business
are just three of many that members of the group are currently engaged upon.

Later in the year we will be marking the centenary of the outbreak of the war with
a Home Front conference. This will be on Saturday 20th September, 2014, at the
Dagnall Street Baptist Church. Our keynote speaker will be Dr John Bourne, now
retired but formerly of the Centre for First World War Studies at the University of
Birmingham. Other members of our group will speak about how life in St Albans
was affected by the war in its early stages. More detailed information about the
event will follow in the Spring.

In the last newsletter we noted the start of the project to transcribe into spread-
sheets the names and details of over 24,000 people recorded as living in St Albans
in the 1911 census. This was phase one, with phase two being to code each entry
by occupation and also social status. As forecast, we will complete this mammoth
task by the end of February. In the next newsletter we’ll provide some interesting
analysis of this data for you to mull over.

Jon Mein and Anne Wares

Postcard reproduced by permission of St Albans Museums

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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 ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP
Understanding the Hillforts of the Chilterns

Organised by the Chilterns Conservation Board in association with the Atlas of Hillforts
in Britain and Ireland Project, this conference (29th November) had a full and
fascinating programme on the subject.

There are 20 known hillforts in the Chilterns, along the escarpment/Ridgeway and on
the dip slope. They are in varying states of preservation and many are covered by
woodland. Only three hillforts have been studied in any detail by professional bodies
including Ivinghoe Beacon and Ravensburgh (near Hitchin). Other hillforts have been
studied by voluntary organisations:  for example,  Whelpey Hill recently excavated by
the Chess Valley Archaeology and History Society.

The conference programme began by setting the scene with Stewart Bryant, Head of
Historic Environment for Herts County Council providing some thoughts on the later
prehistoric context of the Chiltern Hillforts and Gary Marshall, the Regional Archaeolo-
gist for the National Trust discussing the setting and context of Ivinghoe Beacon. It then
moved on to the recent work at Whelpey Hill (Yvonne Edwards, Institute of Archae-
ology, UCL/ John Gover, Chess Valley Archaeology and History Society) and at Ravens-
burgh (Ian Brown, University of Oxford). Information was then provided on the work
done by Chiltern Society volunteers to clear and conserve Boddington Camp and by
Sandy Kidd, Principal Archaeologist, English Heritage, on understanding and conserving
the significance of the forts. The keynote address was given by Professor Gary Lock of
the University of Oxford and Director of the Atlas of Hillforts Project and outlined the
proposed work of the project to collect, collate and present data on hillforts across the
UK and Ireland providing an integrated resource to serve research into this important
monument type (an initial challenge is to decide ‘what is a hillfort?’.

In conclusion, it was noted that these hillforts dated back further than previously
thought; were not primarily defensive, had a range of functions and that different forts
served different purposes. Furthermore, a potential 21st fort had been identified.

After lunch, those of us with the stamina (and suitable attire) were taken on a tour of
West Wycombe Hillfort which is roughly circular in plan with substantial defensive
earthworks on all sides, the nature of which vary depending on the topology of the site.

Continued on Page 9

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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This prehistoric site has been much used since. It currently houses the Grade I listed
church of St Lawrence and had all traces of its original earthworks in the south-east
quadrant obliterated during the construction, in the 18th century, of a mausoleum by
Sir Francis Dashwood, co-founder of the notorious Hell-Fire Club. It was well worth the
visit and we enjoyed some spectacular views of the Chiltern landscape from the top.

Gill Tarrant and Susan Bellamy

Continued from Page 8

Map reproduced  from The Atlas of Hillforts Project delegates pack

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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LIBRARY REPORT

The Library continues as a very lively centre of Society activity, with a steady stream of
visitors bringing requests for information and wishing to consult materials. For
example: a new recruit to the Society (working on a history of the New England Field
area) and a non-member (researching the gardens at Bleak House for a Herts Gardens
Trust project) who left very satisfied as a result of using our collections and conversa-
tions with library staff and other visitors present.

The signal event affecting the Library in the past months or so is, of course, the death
of Gill Harvey who has led the Library Team so ably for the past 7 years. Anne Wares
gives a tribute here from our perspective:

“Gill will be very sadly missed in the Library where she was a core member of the group
which took up the position of librarians in 2005. Her experience as librarian of the
Surrey Archaeological Society was of enormous benefit as we dealt with classifying and
cataloguing the stock while moving into the Town Hall, out again and in again when
refurbishing was complete. In the midst of this Gill, although new to St Albans and to
SAHAAS, demonstrated a remarkable capacity in mastering the collections. She quickly
became and remained our chief expert on the contents of the library, and also the
history of St Albans. She acted as the "public face" of the library, representing us on
Council and dealing with postal and email enquiries.  In spite of her illness she continued
to carry out her library duties, and was constant in her cheerful and positive attitude”.
(See also Page 5. Ed)

We are very pleased that former Library Team member Tony Cooper has kindly agreed
to come in on Wednesdays pro tem to cover the gap left by Gill. Meanwhile Jon Mein,
John Cox, and Frank Iddiols ably put together replacement exhibitions for Residents
First weekend that looked professional and were very well received. [See page 16. Ed).

Thanks to David Lasky, building on earlier work with Marion Jones, for completing the
first pass cataloguing the filing cabinet. Progress is being made on moving the Library
software and catalogue to a newer computer recently acquired – aided and abetted by
Roderick Douglas discovering an important but hitherto “lost” software installation CD
in the Library Cupboard. A number of general Library and IT issues need to be
addressed particularly after losing Gill, and the Library Team plans a working lunch in
mid-February to discuss and take these forward.

Donald Munro, Library Team

Continued on page 11

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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PUBLICATIONS

Recent Acquisitions

Kate Harwood, a member of the Society, has kindly donated a number of her  recent books:

Hanstead House, Bricket Wood : Landscape history. Hertfordshire Gardens Trust (2012).
Torrington House, St Albans : historic landscape assessment. The author (2013)
Batchwood Hall, St Albans : historic landscape assessment. (2013).  A report commissioned
by SADC  prior to the rebuilding of fire‐damaged sporting facilities

Carmichael,  Katie, & others. The hat industry of Luton and its buildings.
English Heritage (2013). (See Page 18. Ed).

Gee, Richard. The Two Langleys : being the substance of a paper upon the two villages of
Abbot's Langley and King's Langley, Herts. St Albans: W.Langley, for St Albans Architectural
& Archaeological Society (1853). Photocopy.  An early Society publication not in the Library
collections. This from an original copy at Herts Archives & Local Studies, Hertford. There is
also a digital copy on our website.

Donations.

We are fortunate to receive donations periodically from members and others. Most
recently, John Cox has passed to us numerous uncommon local pamphlets, and we have
acquired some books from the library of Margaret Taylor.

Recent journal articles of interest, supplied by Tony Cooper

British Archaeology September/October 2013
“The Chesil mirror and other effects of a young Celtic woman”, by Elizabeth Craig-Atkins and
others. Pp. 36-41. Decorated metal mirrors from pre-Roman times are unique to Britain. A
discovery in 2010 in Dorset and its excavation are described.

British Archaeology December 2013
“Where is the Romano-British peasant?”, by Mike McCarthy. Pp. 46-49.  Argues that we
will fail to understand Roman Britain if we continue to ignore the bulk of the population,
the under classes.

Continued from page 10

Continued on page 12

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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Herts Past and Present Autumn 2013
“Homes fit for Heroes”- the Hertfordshire experience”, by Nigel Agar. Pp. 3-8.
Looks at the extent of provision of housing for returned servicemen in post First World
War Hitchin.

“Watford and the railway”, by Peter S Richards. Pp. 9-14.   Relates the history of the
London to Birmingham railway, its arrival in Watford, and its effect on the development of
the town.

“The last years of the many inns of St Albans”, by Jonathan Mein. Pp. 15-21.    The decline
of the inns of St Albans has been ascribed to the arrival of the London to Birmingham
railway in Hertfordshire. This paper puts the decline in a broader context; local road
improvements, leading to inns being by-passed, and general economic problems in the
trade were other factors.

“Pageantry and patriotism: Hertford Town Fete processions, 1899-1902”, by Philip Sheail.
Pp. 22-27.  These carnival processions reflected intense public enthusiasm for the Empire,
and offer insights into people’s knowledge of current events in the wider world.

Continued from page 11

for our Society Library, and for the
MoSTA Library.

St Albans Museums & Galleries Trust are
beginning its campaign to raise £1.7M,
starting with applications to grant giving
trusts and potential philanthropists. A
community campaign for small amounts
of money will be launched later. The
Trust has been working with a
consultant funded by the HLF, to devise
its strategy. If any of you would like to
assist with fundraising or know
someone who would like to donate,
please contact Mike Gray at the Trust  or
via Kate Warren at the Museum.

Donald Munro

NEW MUSEUM PROJECT

St Albans and District Council (SADC) has
been successful in gaining a Round One
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) grant to
develop the Town Hall Museum and
Gallery project to RIBA stage C. This
covers building, display, activity and
business plans. The next step is that, by
November 2015, SADC has to apply and
gain agreement from HLF for the
remaining allocation of money to
deliver the project.

Effectively the project is now at the
detailed planning stage, and it was reas-
suring to hear Kate Warren, the
Museums Manager, assure SAHAAS
Council in January that SADC were
aware that a solution had to be found

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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HERTFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION FOR
LOCAL HISTORY

The financial outcome from the 2013
HALH Symposium yielded a surplus of
just under £400 which was divided
between the host society (SAHAAS) and
HALH. The 2014 Local History Sympo-
sium will be held at the University of
Hertfordshire in November. The topic to
be examined is the “Power of the
Parish” and all that this includes. Dr.
Julie Moore who is both a member of
the Society and of HALH is co-ordinating
the event. Further details will be distri-
buted with the May newsletter.

John Cox

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

SAHAAS Council has set up a Publica-
tions Committee that has highlighted
material written or proposed and which
we hope to publish.

Chris Green, former Director of St.
Albans Museums, has completed his
draft of a new book about the Old Town
Hall which he has offered to the Society
to publish.

Brian Adams has completed the draft of
a pamphlet about Percival Blow, a St.
Albans architect from the first half of
the 20th century. He is at present
checking the permissions for the illus-
trations he proposes to use.
(See Lecture Programme for 30th May
2014. Ed)

Finally, in the foreseeable future. we
hope to publish a new edition of Alice
Goodman’s book on the Abbey Parish
War Memorials

WEBMASTER

When sending out “e-news” using
the Google Group for the Society, a
small number “bounce”.

To reduce the occurrence of this and
ensure that all members who wish to
receive it do so, please, can I ask all
members to:

If you have not already done so:
Add the Google Group address:
arcnarcnews@googlegroups.com
to your “address book”.  This will
ensure that your anti-virus program
recognises the e-mail address as be-
ing OK and not think it is Spam.

If you have changed your e-mail
address during the last year. Or, If
over the last year you have joined
the ranks of those who communi-
cate via e-mail please advise either
myself  through
www@stalbanshistory.org
or the Membership Secretary
through
membership@stalbanshistory.org
of your current email address.

John Cox

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org

Roderick Douglas
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DIGITISATION PROJECT

We are  urgently looking for someone
to organise and oversee the proposed
digitisation of the Herts Advertiser  for
the years 1914-1918.

As part of its First World War project,
the Society is considering digitising
the Herts Advertiser newspapers for
the war years, making the resulting
copies available for free public use on a
website. With the centenary of the
outbreak of the war approaching this
will be a high-profile project.

Having received the necessary permis-
sion to copy the papers we are now
seeking  someone to manage the
project and oversee the work. The key
task in the first two months is to com-
plete and submit a Heritage Lottery
Fund bid; we have access to several

sources who will help with this. If  the
bid is successful, the second phase will
involve managing a small team of vol-
unteers to scan the newspapers, con-
vert the images into text and then
publish these on a website.

We envisage that with a fair wind this
project will last about nine months.
The work will be part-time, at most a
few hours a week if the bid is success-
ful. Reasonable expenses will be paid.

If you would like to know more about
this,  (or could suggest someone who
might be interested in doing this)
please contact me on 07913 490470
or jonmein@aol.com

Jonathan Mein

A reminder of some of our recent speakers:

St Albans Abbey in its
Medieval European

Setting.
Brenda Bolton

Cassiobury - A Walk in
the Park.

Laurie Elvin

German U Boats and the
Battle of the Atlantic.

Ian Thompson

Photographs: Frank Iddiols

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH

In this year of commemoration of the
outbreak of what has been termed The
Great War, it is important to remember
the impact of other conflicts both before
and after.

1914 marked the end of the era when
conflict was confined to the theatre of
war and service in such conflicts was still
deemed glorious.

1814 marked what
was thought to be
the end of the wars
with the French
as Napoleon abdi-
cated following the
defeat of General
Soult at the battle
of Toulouse in April,
at the end of the Peninsular campaign.
The French Emperor was banished to the
island of Elba, and the Bourbon
monarchy restored. He escaped that
detention to fight once more, inglori-
ously at Waterloo, before final banish-
ment to St Helena.

Such, however, was the relief, excite-
ment and pride, at the apparent triumph
of Wellington in ending the long wars,
that, on being invited to attend a dinner
to be given by the Marquess of Salisbury,
Commander of the Hertfordshire Militia,
in the newly elevated Duke’s honour on
24th July at Hatfield House, the Mayor

and Aldermen of St Albans determined
to present him with the Freedom of
their Borough. On 15th July, a resolu-
tion was passed authorising the
purchase of a gold box In which to
present the document, at a cost of 50
guineas. The  Recorder was to make the
presentation and the Mayor and
Aldermen were to attend in their
gowns. The Town Clerk and the High
Steward would accompany  the party.
Solomon Shaw, one of the Corpora-
tion’s Assistants and a local journalist
and printer, was later to record the
dissatisfaction of the Assistants at not
being included in the invitation, since,
after all, it was they who did the work
of administering the Borough on behalf
of the Aldermanic oligarchy. He was
later to leave the Borough for Hertford
where he joined the staff of Hertford
Mercury, later to include ‘Reformer’ in
its title.

Kate Morris

Helen Bishop and Doreen Bratby
preparing the New Year Party

Photo: John Humphreys

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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RESIDENTS  FIRST WEEKEND
St Albans c.1900: A pictorial showcase

Due to the energy of Gillian Harvey we have had the opportunity in the past year to
move from the Old Town Hall to St. Albans Cathedral.  This change of location results
in far greater numbers of people visiting our displays.

Over the weekend of the 25th & 26th January, members of the Society , organised by
Jon Mein, put together an extensive display in the Abbey’s North Transept.  The
displays featured photos by E Stanley Kent portraying the city around 1900 and
sketches by Holmes Winter made in the 1890s under the title “Last of Old St Albans”.

Particular thanks are due to John Cox for collating the Holmes Winter material and to
Frank Iddiols for sourcing the new lights for our display panels – essential for the rather
gloomy conditions prevailing in the North Transept – and for erecting a small display
of Society materials in the Clock Tower.

Donald Munro

Public Interest in the SAHAAS display
at the Cathedral  SAHAAS display in the Clock Tower

Photo: Frank IddiolsPhoto: John Humphreys

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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RECOVERED PHOTOGRAPHS

Last summer, whilst looking for some-
thing else in the Society library, a card-
board box labelled “Coleman's
Mustard” caught my eye.  The box
contained six yellow “Kodak” boxes
dating from not earlier than 1950 and
originally holding 5”x4” glass plates;
one older Kodak box of this size and
four quarter plates boxes - one in the
older “Kodak” style and three “Imp-
erial”.  The quarter plate boxes were
labelled with details of the contents,
the larger not.  The boxes did indeed
contain glass-plate photographic nega-
tives, all but one quarter plate size.
Many of the plates, were stacked on
each other without protection or sepa-
rators, free to move inside the boxes. A
small label stated “EM Paul plates 1907-
1911”.

In order to safeguard these images
there were two obvious problems – the
content of the negatives and the
storage conditions. The preferred sol-
ution was to digitise the negatives by
scanning them using a flat-bed scanner,
enclose the individual plates in archival
pockets and identify somewhere they
could be stored under optimal con-
ditions of temperature and humidity.
This has now been completed.

There are 186 images in all. While the
most of the negatives are in good
condition many of the lantern slides are
not. Numerals hand written on the

edge of many of the negatives almost
certainly indicate the dates on which the
plates were exposed or developed.

The earliest images date from 1907 and
the latest 1925. Quite a few were taken
during the war, in 1916 or 1917, which
suggests that Paul was not of military
age or had been invalided out. The
sixteen negatives of the pageant
include: an informal shot of the director,
Herbert Jarman; one of the stand;
several of scenes in the pageant; and
several of musicians and other partici-
pants. Many of these individuals may
not have survived the Great War but we
encourage any member who would like
to try to identify an ancestor to get in
touch.

There are many images of the Abbey
including: details in the interior;  statues
in the Lady Chapel; the de la Mere brass;
gargoyles or free-standing carvings,  and
items in the collection of the Abbey.

There are a dozen pictures of the town
itself, including a charming shot of a
horse and cart fording the Ver (see News-
letter front cover).

The next step is to label and catalogue
these images. There must be many
members of the Society who know St
Albans and the Abbey much better than
I do – probably most.  Offers of help or
advice would be greatly appreciated.

Malcolm Merrick

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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STRAW HAT INDUSTRY

Recently SAHAAS received a review
copy of a new publication entitled:

The Hat Industry of Luton and its Build-
ings; Carmichael, Katie, McOmish,
David, and Grech,  English Heritage;
2013

To understand and appreciate the
types of buildings involved in this
industry it is necessary to understand
the development of the industry and
the various processes involved. This
latest in English Heritage's Informed
Conservation series does both very
clearly.  Although the book focuses on
the buildings in Luton, the importance
of the trade throughout the area is
emphasised and several factories in St
Albans are mentioned and illustrated
as examples.

Not surprisingly, the purpose of the
book is to draw attention to the variety
of these buildings and to encourage
their conservation as examples of
industrial architecture.

The book demonstrates that many of
the buildings have adapted easily to
other purposes. This has considerable
relevance in St Albans -   the interna-
tional centre of men's straw boater
production in the Edwardian period -
which has many more relics of the
architecture of the straw hat trade

than are mentioned in the book. The
importance of the straw hat industry
for over one hundred years in St Albans
is now generally forgotten and only a
small number of St Albans' hat factories
have any recognition at all. At a time
when buildings are being replaced by
modern construction, it is important to
recognise the value of these buildings
in the City's history and to identify and
preserve them.

Anne Wares

English Heritage is pleased to offer
members of the St Albans and   Hert-
fordshire Architectural and Archae-
ological Society 15% discount and
free post and packing on the new
book The Hat Industry of Luton and
its Buildings (rrp £9.99).  Please tele-
phone 01235 465577 or email
direct.orders@marston.co.uk and
quote reference number
7220140002 to take advantage of
this offer.   Offer expires June 1st
2014.

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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Tuesday 11 February 2014
Widows reads – Observations from the
Wills of 17th Century St Albans   Widows
Pat Howe

The 17th Century Group has recently
transcribed over 100 wills and 33 inven-
tories of widows living in St Albans.
The lecture will analyse these docu-
ments under a number of headings
such as wealth in relation to the occu-
pation of their deceased husbands, to
the ownership of property and the
moveable assets such as furniture,
bedding, plate, livestock and crops.  The
paper also draws out interesting
concern and provision for young rela-
tives.   The length of time women
remained a widow and in some cases
carried on the business of their
husbands shows a liking for their inde-
pendence.  Aspects of their religious
beliefs will also be discussed.

Pat joined the Seventeenth Century Popula-
tion Research Group after completing a
dissertation assessing the extent of religious
dissent in St Albans as part of a degree in
Modern History.     Pat contributed to the
book St Albans 1650-1700 and the booklet
on the Pemberton Almshouses and she has
published a number of articles in academic
journals.

Tuesday 18 February 2014
The Halseys of Gaddesden, a Hertford-
shire family from time out of mind.
Nicholas Halsey

The lecture will take the form of an illus-
trated story of a family which emerged
on the borders of Hertfordshire and
Bedfordshire from the time of the Black
Death and the Wars of the Roses. It will
refer to the family’s public service as
MPs for both Hertfordshire and St
Albans, to their membership of the
Yeomanry, Militia and TA and of the
Freemasons and include a description of
the Gaddesden Estate as it is currently
managed, nearly half a millennium since
John Halsey first entered into occupa-
tion as the tenant of the Dominican
order.

Nicholas was born 1948 in Hertford, a “Hert-
fordshire Hedgehog”!  He was raised from
the age of four in Somerset and returned to
Hertfordshire in 1971. Chartered Surveyor by
qualification but a farmer and Land
Manager in practice.  Nicholas is a former
governor of Berkhamsted School and
currently President of the Royal Forestry
Society, covering England, Wales and
Northern Ireland. He is Churchwarden and
Patron of the Living of Great Gaddesden and
Lord of the Manors of Hemel Hempstead and
Great Gaddesden.

LECTURE PROGRAMME 11TH FEBRUARY - 30TH MAY 2014
Synopses and Personal Profiles

Continued on page 20



www.stalbanshistory.org                           Page 20                         SAHAAS NEWSLETTER 191

All lectures up to and including  15th April will be held in St Albans School Lecture Theatre  beginning at 7.45 pm
Venues for lectures 25th April to 30th May inclusive will be communicated when confirmed

Friday 28 February 2014
Knebworth House and the Lytton
Family.
Clare Fleck

CHANGE OF LECTURE DETAILS ON
MEMBERSHIP CARD

Due to unforeseen circumstances there
is a change to the published lecture on
Friday 28th February which will now be
given by Clare Fleck.

Knebworth has been home to the Lytton
family since 1490.  The talk traces  the
architectural development of the house,
and tells the stories of members of the
family who have  shaped it  and  whose
influence has extended far beyond the
estate boundaries – among them  Victo-
rian author Sir Edward Bulwer Lytton,
his son Robert, Viceroy of India, and
militant suffragette Constance Lytton.
The presentation concludes with a
summary of the more recent history of
Knebworth and the developments
made to adapt to the challenges
confronting the country house in
modern times.

After reading History and then English
Local History at York and Leicester
Universities Clare Fleck went into
museum work, as Local History Officer
at Luton Museum.  After a “career
break” at home in Hitchin when her
sons were young, Clare’s association
with Knebworth began over 20 years

ago as a House Guide, and evolved into
the role of part-time Archivist.

Clare is responsible for the care &
maintenance of the Lytton family
archive at Knebworth, and carries out
research in response to enquiries from
the family, their agents, and the
general public. Clare is also involved
with the care & conservation of items
in the House.

Tuesday 11 March 2014
Beech Bottom Dyke
Roger Miles and Mike North

A local archaeological feature of truly
heroic proportions and as yet uncer-
tain origins, the Beech Bottom Dyke is
probably St Albans best kept
historic  secret, even for many of its
citizens. The history, present state
and  planned  future of this Scheduled
Ancient Monument will be presented.

Both speakers are Society members. Mike
North grew up within a short stone's throw
of Beech Bottom  and spent much of his
boyhood in and around it. He was co-ed-
itor, with John Smith, of St Albans 1650 -
1700.

Roger Miles leads the SAHAAS Archaeology
Group and  is on  the committee of the
Friends of Bernards Heath.

Continued from page 19

Continued on page 21
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Tuesday 18 March 2014
Early 19th century St Albans
– Gentry Town.
Kate Morris and Julia Merrick

The writings of James Brown, FSA give
an insight into the community and town
of 18th and early 19th century St Albans,
where he chose to spend the last 40
years of his long life. The  mobility of the
contemporary population is evident
through his own family history, and his
associates. Grandson of a Scottish physi-
cian, who worked in the Levant and the
West Indies and son of a scholar and
merchant, he was brought up in Stoke
Newington amongst non-conformists.
A Governor of Christ’s Hospital and
subscriber to many charities, this
modest man who occupied both Ivy
House and Hall Place, provides much to
reflect on concerning his times and St
Albans.

Kate Morris, a past President of the Society,
and former Mayor of the City and District,
continues to research early modern social
history, very often in St Albans. From the
economy, education, the built environment
and society in the town, she is building a
picture which broader histories have not
hitherto been able to provide. A former
librarian and linguist, Kate later took a
Master’s degree in Historical Research. She
has written on local history in both St Albans
and Yorkshire and has also done genealog-
ical research including that of her own family.

Julia Merrick is a freelance writer with a
particular interest in the history of medicine;
she is the author and publisher of a medical
biography "Sir Herbert Seddon and the book
he nearly didn't write", and has been co-or-
dinating editor of a clinical pharmacopoeia.
As a physics graduate, she worked first with
archaeologists and art historians, and, now
living part time in St Albans, she is an enthu-
siastic volunteer with the recent geophysical
survey of Verulamium.

Friday 28 March 2014
Stonehenge: new discoveries
Professor Mike Parker Pearson

Since 2004 our knowledge of this myste-
rious and iconic monument has been
transformed by a series of new investi-
gations at Stonehenge and in its vicinity.
These include the large settlement at
Durrington Walls and its many well-pre-
served remains of houses, the new site
of Bluestonehenge at the end of the
Stonehenge Avenue, and a host of new
sites. Stonehenge’s role as a burial place
is also better known, along with new
results from laser-scanning of its stones.
In particular, the evidence from
Durrington Walls has provided illumi-
nating insights into the lives of the
people who built Stonehenge, how they
lived, who they were and where they
came from. The lecture will also outline
the new chronological sequence for
Stonehenge and the different theories
about its purpose and why it was built

Continued from page 20

Continued on page 22
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where it is and why at that date in the
third millennium BC. There will also be
an opportunity to hear about the very
latest results of investigations into the
sources of the stones for Stonehenge.

Mike Parker Pearson is Professor of Later
British Prehistory at the Institute of Archae-
ology at UCL. He is an internationally
renowned expert in the archaeology of
death, specializing in the later prehistory of
Britain and Northern Europe and the archae-
ology of Madagascar and the Indian Ocean.
He has published 18 books and over 100
academic papers on topics that range from
architecture, food and warfare to ethno
archaeology, archaeological theory and
heritage management. He has worked on
archaeological excavations in Britain,
Denmark, Easter Island, Germany, Greece,
Madagascar, Syria and the United States,
and has directed field projects in the Outer
Hebrides, Madagascar and the Stonehenge
World Heritage Site. Mike was voted
'Archaeologist of the Year' in 2010.

Tuesday 8 April 2014
Underground, how the Tube shaped
London
Sam Mullins

This illustrated lecture will trace the
social history of the Underground over
the 150 years since its first section
opened in 1863, discuss why this is such
a significant anniversary and show how
it has been celebrated it by restoring a
locomotive and carriage for the return
of steam to the Underground.

Sam Mullins has been London Transport
Museum Director since leaving St Albans
Museum in 1994, overseeing development
from a good transport museum to a museum
about the social history of transport in Lon-
don, past, present and future.   Sam led the
planning of the Tubes 150th Anniversary pro-
gramme and co-authored a new book
‘Underground, how the Tube shaped Lon-
don’.

Tuesday 15 April 2014
Episodes from the History of Ware
David Perman

Ware has a rich and varied history.
There was a Roman town and inland
port where Ermine Street crosses the
River Lea.  Later it was at the centre of a
substantial Saxon estate.  Medieval
Ware was an important stopping point
on the Old North Road to Scotland and
one of the richest sources of taxation in
Hertfordshire.  In the sixteenth
century,  the town  became the main
supplier of malt to London brewers and
in the following centuries industry dom-
inated the life of the town – first malt-
making, then engineering and more
recently pharmaceuticals.

David Perman is a local  historian from
Ware. For fourteen years he was Hon. Secre-
tary of the Ware Society, in which role he led
the restoration of the riverside gazebos and
the eighteenth-century Scott's Grotto.   In
1986, he was a co-founder of the Ware
Museum and served as its Hon. Secretary
and Curator until 2007.

Continued from page 21
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From his conservation and museum work
he gathered a wealth of historical informa-
tion and insights which, in 2010, he distilled
in 'A New History of Ware, its people and its
buildings'.

Friday 25 April 2014
Medieval Peasant Houses: Did the
Black Death cause a Building Boom?
Professor Chris Dyer

Many hundreds of houses in which
medieval peasants lived are  today
visible and indeed inhabited (though
not by peasants). Many more are
known from excavations on village
sites, or were  recorded in documents.
Thanks to advances in tree ring dating
we know that most of the surviving
examples were built after 1380, with a
peak between 1430 and 1490. This talk
will ask why they were built in that
period, and why they were built well
enough to survive until the present
day. Answering these questions will
demolish a number of myths about
peasants living in misery, ignorance
and degradation.

Christopher Dyer is emeritus professor  at
the University of Leicester, where he was
head of the Centre for English Local History.

He writes and lectures about many aspects
of social, economic and landscape history,
and has contributed to the study of archae-
ology and buildings. His best known books

include 'Standards of Living in the Later
Middle Ages', 'Making a Living in the Middle
Ages', and most recently 'A Country
Merchant', and he has written numerous
articles and essays,  some of which are
reprinted in 'Everyday Life in   Medieval
England'

Tuesday 6 May 2014
The Sugar Girls - Female Workers at
Tate & Lyle’s East End Factories
Duncan Barrett and Nuala Calvi

During the Blitz and the years of
rationing, the Sugar Girls kept Britain
sweet. Every year, thousands of women
left school at fourteen to work in the
bustling factories of London’s East End.
Of all the factories that lined the docks,
it was at Tate and Lyle’s where you
could earn the most generous wages
and enjoy the best social life, with an
on-site bar, hair salon and sports facili-
ties, and regular days out to the seaside.

Duncan Barrett and Nuala Calvi are
co- authors of the Sunday Times bestseller
The Sugar Girls (Collins, 2012) and GI Brides
(HarperCollins Non Fiction, 2013). They both
studied English at university, and came to
writing narrative non-fiction from different
angles - Duncan from publishing, in partic-
ular biography and memoir, and Nuala from
journalism.

Continued from page 22
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Tuesday 13 May 2014
The Development of Wrotham Park
Mansion from 1750 to 2000.
Charles Dace

The history of Wrotham Park Mansion,
like any major house, reflects the
changing circumstances of the family in
occupation. Financial gain, disasters and
financial ruin have all helped mould the
image of this great house. Intentionally
or unintentionally each generation has
influenced the ways in which Wrotham
has changed over the 250 years from the
commissioning of Isaac Ware, to design
the initial house, to the house we see
today.

After 20 years in the Landscape Industry,
Charles Dace studied for a degree in History,
as a mature student.  Unanswered questions,
experienced after visiting a number of
Archives throughout Great Britain, encour-
aged Charles to undertake a postgraduate
diploma in Archives and Records Manage-
ment to   better understand the workings of
an archive. After eighteen months working as
a volunteer at the Hertfordshire Building
Preservation Trust, Charles was invited to
take up the position of archivist at Wrotham
Park, for the Byng family.

Tuesday 20 May 2014
The Secret Diary of a Churchgoer
Rev Peter Wadsworth

For a century Herbert Wilton Hall was
known as the author of the first history
of St. Saviour's St. Albans but then a
remarkable personal diary surfaced,

Continued from page 23

Continued on page 25

having been lost for 80 years. Like all the
best diaries it is an opinionated and
often waspish account of church life
between 1909 and 1922. His views on
the clergy, the issues of the day and
especially the women of the parish are
trenchant. However he also gives us
poignant glimpses of the impact of the
First World War on those who went
away to fight and on the church itself as
it sought to meet the needs of soldiers
billeted in the parish.

Peter Wadsworth has been ordained for 36
years and is Vicar of St. Saviour's St. Albans.
He read history at Oxford and this has
remained his first love. He has wide-ranging
interests including medieval monastic
history and Lord Nelson and lectures widely.
He has always had a strong interest in the
local history of his parishes. With the parish
archivist at St. Saviour's, Mr David Lapthorn,
he has helped make known much of the early
history of St. Saviour's and Bernards Heath.

Friday 30 May 2014
An early commercial architect in
Hertfordshire
Christopher Blow

Percival Blow practiced in St Albans
between 1897 and 1939 and left behind
many houses and commercial buildings
in the Arts & Crafts tradition, previously
the province of the wealthy property
owner. Highlights of his portfolio are
houses in the Hall Place and Rotham-
sted estates, his several buildings for his
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old school 1908-1928, shops for Sains-
bury’s, banks for Barclays and pubs for
Adey and White and notably the two
buildings in Holywell Hill for his friend
Sam Ryder. The quantity of his work is
notable because he never had any part-
ners. The quality of his work is marked by
the listing of the St Albans School and
Ryder buildings.

Chris Blow never knew his grandfather but,
with Hertfordshire ancestry going back to at
least 1388, he was brought up in the area and
knew his buildings from an early age.
Although his father rejected a career in archi-
tecture, Chris certainly did not and, after
training in London and working with a
London firm on hospitals overseas, he moved
to Guildford. A big competition win started a
specialist career designing airport buildings
all over the world and writing technical books
about them. On retirement the offer of a
visiting professorship in engineering design
interrupted one of his retirement projects,
an architectural biography of his grandfather.

Continued from page 24

Abbey Parish Newsletters - 1914-22

For our First World War research we
are trying to locate copies of these
newsletters. None has so far come to
light in the usual places such as HALS
or the Abbey Muniment Room. If
you have copies or know of someone
who does, please let us know by
emailing:
homefront@stalbanshistory.org or
by calling Jon Mein on:
 07913 490470.

NEW TREASURER NEEDED

After several years of service, John
Thomson has decided to cut down
on his commitments  and a re-
placement is required. The task is,
by definition, vital to the running
of the Society, but the duties are
not onerous. John will provide a
full job description and a compre-
hensive handover. With this posi-
tion there will, of course, come a
seat on the Society Council and
the person will become a Trustee
of the Society.

Interested?  Then please contact
Donald Munro (01727 760808) or
Bryan Hanlon (01727 851734) for
an initial chat.

Your Choice

Do you have a specific topic, which is
relevant to the Friday Society lec-
tures which you would like to see
covered in a future programme?

If so, please contact Doreen Bratby
01727 858 050

Doreen Bratby
Lecture Secretary
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St Albans Abbey, 23rd April  to 6th May  2014

The artist Edward Robert Hughes worked at the heart of the Pre-Raphaelite circle and was
a close associate of many of its leading members. Hughes lived in No 3 Romeland, next door
to St Albans Abbey, had his well-attended funeral in the Abbey, and is buried in the Hatfield
Road Cemetery, but is little known here in St Albans.

Hughes died on 23rd April 1914, and a group of St Albans citizens and organisations,
including local business, cultural organisations, and educational establishments, have
prepared a Centenary Commemoration Display of his life and work to be opened in the
Abbey on  23rd April, the anniversary of his death, and run until May 6th 2014 .

The display, organized with the support of Victoria Osborne, Curator at Birmingham
Museums and a leading authority on Hughes, will remind us of Hughes’s position as a major
painter in his own right, who exhibited at the Royal Watercolour Society, and whose work is
found in several major public collections, including Birmingham    Museums and the
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.

The exhibition will also reflect on Hughes's other work, and his relationships within the
Pre-Raphaelite circle. He was the nephew of a major Pre-Raphaelite painter, Arthur
Hughes, and modelled for members of the group. In his early career he time spent in the
studio of Holman Hunt, one of the pre-eminent Pre–Raphaelites, who painted The Light of
the World (Keble College, Oxford), in its time arguably one of the most famous paintings in
the world. Hunt went on to make a larger version of The Light of the World, now in St Paul’s
Cathedral, but due to Hunt’s failing eyesight it was probably painted mostly by E. R Hughes,
who was working in his studio at that time. Hughes went on to produce many works in oil
and watercolour as well as book illustrations and drawings, copies of which will be illus-
trated in this printed panel-based exhibition.

St Albans was host, in the later years of his life, to an eminent artist who was closely
involved with one of the most important art movements of the 19th century, but who is
little known in the City where he lived and died. We aim to rectify that situation in 2014.

The exhibition is part sponsored by our Society

Due to the scarcity and delicate condition of Hughes extant work, and the open location, no
original material will be shown.

EDWARD ROBERT HUGHES - THE LAST PRE-RAPHAELITE?
St Albans Centenary Celebration Display 2014

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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THE MAYOR'S PRIZE, 2014  - AN INVITATION TO ENTER

This annual prize, currently £100, is offered for an outstanding piece of work which
makes an important contribution to the history of St Albans or Hertfordshire.
Applicants must be either in full-time education or working as amateur historians.
The prize is administered by the Society on behalf of St Albans City and District
Council.

Applicants are expected to demonstrate the originality of their work and critical
usage of primary sources. Submissions can be in the form of an essay of between
about 5,000-10,000 words, including any illustrations. The Society recognises the
growing use of IT as an aid to research and will accept submissions with fewer
words and various digital images and other data when appropriate.  The deadline
for applications is 30 April 2014.

Full details of procedures, instructions and guidelines, and application forms are
available on the Society’s website at http://www.stalbanshistory.org and any
questions about the prize should be sent to the President:

Donald Munro, MA, FRHistS
65 Meadowcroft
St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 1UF

Tel: 01727 760808   email: chair@stalbanshistory.org

Miss Sally Anne Audley, St Albans
Mr David Arthur Clift, St Albans
Mrs Vivien Gates,   St Albans
Mrs Kate & Mr Rob Green, St Albans
Mr Douglas & Mrs Sandra Leedham,
  St Albans
Mr Kieran McDonagh & family,
  St Albans
Mr Chris McIntyre & family, St Albans
Ms Claire Nash, St Albans

Mr John Newton-Davies,  Sandridge
Mr Dennis Poole, Redbourn
Mr Ian & Mrs Ria Salkey,
   Abbots Langley
Dr Peter St John & Mrs Susan Stokes
  St Albans
Mr John Swade, 53, St Albans
Mr Jeffrey Walklate, St Albans
Mrs Elizabeth Beswick Wittich & Mr
   Thomas Steven Wittich, St Albans

NEW MEMBERS
We are delighted to welcome the following new members to the  Society

Keep up date with SAHAAS events and news through our website www.stalbanshistory.org
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COUNCIL MEMBERS/CONTACTS 2013 - 2014

Appointment Name Contact

President Donald Munro
01727 760808

chair@stalbanshistory.org

Secretary Bryan Hanlon,
01727 851734

admin@stalbanshistory.org

Treasurer John Thomson money@stalbanshistory.org

17th Century Group Rep. Pat Howe century17@stalbanshistory.org

Archaeology Group Rep. Roger Miles archaeology@stalbanshistory.org

Clock Tower Rep. Helen Bishop clocktower@stalbanshistory.org

First World  War Rep. Jon Mein, homefront@stalbanshistory.org

Lecture  Secretary Doreen Bratby lectures@stalbanshistory.org

Library Rep. Donald Munro library@stalbanshistory.org

Membership Secretary David Smith membership@stalbanshistory.org

Newsletter John Humphreys newsed@stalbanshistory.org

Publicity and Publications John Cox publicity@stalbanshistory.org

Programme Development Roy Bratby programme@stalbanshistory.org

SADC Museums Rep. Kate Warren kate.warren@stalbans.gov.uk

Webmaster Roderick Douglas www@stalbanshistory.org

Co-opted Frank Iddiols techman@stalbanshistory.org

 Herts Archaeology and
 History Rep

Christine McDermott Hertsarch@stalbanshistory.org

HALH Rep. John Cox halh@stalbanshistory.org
Postal address for written
correspondence

Bryan Hanlon 24 Monks Horton Way
St Albans, AL1 4HA


