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P��������’� �������

We are aware of how much the Museum Service will be
affected by the closure of the Museum of St Albans in the
autumn and the disruption which this will cause in the short
run, hopefully for greater long-term gain. Temporarily, the MoSTA library and
resources will be removed to Sandridge Gate.

If the development of the new city centre museum goes ahead, the SAHAAS
Library may be required to move out of its current accommodation, in the
former Judge’s Robing Room in the Old Town Hall, towards the end of the year.

If there is to be a high quality museum which can effectively tell the St Albans
story, and be the cultural hub in our city centre we wish it to be, it is important
that the very professional Museum staff are given facilities and research
provision in the city centre to continue the excellent exhibitions which we
expect. The SAHAAS library is a research base for us and also an increasingly
important point of enquiry for visitors and we also need to maintain our
presence in the centre of our city.

Donald Munro and I have been part of the on-going negotiations and planning
for change with the City Council, the Museums and Galleries Trust, the Central
Library and the Museum Service.  One of the positives to come out of this
disruption is the willingness of everyone to co-operate to achieve the best
outcomes for us all.  We are hopeful that premises will be found in the City
Council property estate that we can continue to use. We are actually in a
position that we want to expand our library as we are at full capacity where we
are and have recently been offered valuable additional library materials.

 All this depends on funds!

SAHAAS is making its contribution. In addition to our pledge to give £5,000 from
the Society’s funds, Kate Morris’ recent lectures on St Albans at the Town Hall,
together with Ann Dean’s walks, have realised £1,800 for the Museum project.
Plans for the quiz night and supper are now well advanced and tickets are sold
out. Huge thanks are due to all those generous people who have offered support
financially and in kind, particularly Jill and Adam Singer, who have offered the

Continued on Page 4
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use of their historic barn, and Alan Hobson who will be our Quiz master. I am
still looking for raffle prizes and would be glad to hear from anyone who can
contribute in this way.

In October we hope to have a book sale in the Assembly Room of the Old Town
Hall, so please will everyone keep any books they might be discarding until we
can use them.

Enjoy the last of our excellent lectures for this year, the outings arranged by
Pat Howe and the warmth of the summer months.

Helen Bishop
President

S����� ���������� ������ 2014

Preliminary note: Council is most grateful to all of our members who took the
trouble to complete and return the Membership Questionnaire.    It has given
the Society a rich body of material which will help take the Society’s activities
forward.

Summary Report

At the beginning of August 2014 a questionnaire was sent to all members of
the Society. Members were asked to return the completed questionnaires by
31 August 2015, later extended to the end of September to minimise the effect
of holidays.

The questionnaire was constructed in order to gain a measure of the member-
ship’s views of the Society, their participation, and their use of its facilities.
Smart Survey database software was used to create the questionnaire.

As in the 2007 Survey, information was sought that could facilitate:

· the possible widening of the Society’s programme of activities to ensure
that it will interest and attract its members.

Continued on Page 5

Continued from Page  3
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· making the best of members’ talents in order to provide an interesting and
informative programme of lectures and events.

· ways in which members might help and participate in the running of the
Society and its on-going activities.

Questionnaires were sent to 480 members – c.140 by email and the remainder
delivered in hard copy, mainly by hand with a few by post. 178 useable returns
were received giving a 37% response. Alison Metcalfe entered the 106 “hard
copy” responses data into the database file.

The 37% response is a very respectable rate for survey questionnaires. It
indicates a high level of membership interest and commitment to the Society.

A considerable number of interesting and constructive suggestions have been
put forward.  There is a gratifyingly high level of satisfaction with the Society’s
range of activity and performance, and very little expression of criticism.

Members’ comments include views that the Society:

 “… does a fantastic service to St. Albans, and … in recent years has succeeded
in raising its profile.”

“… is friendly and an excellent blend of academic and those willing to learn
within the membership. The Council does excellent work …”

“… is a very interesting and lively society with many new members.”

Main Conclusions

1 There is a need to promote the Library, which though busy, is not currently
used by many members.  Use of the Website is expanding and should be
encouraged.

2 The suggestions received for Lectures, Seminars, and Courses and Practical
Workshops will provide an extremely useful resource for developing these

Continued from Page  4

Continued on Page  6
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areas of the Society’s activities. The possibility of some events being held in
the daytime rather than evening would meet needs of some members.

3 The responses received in connection with Visits to Buildings and Sites of
Archaeological, Architectural or Historic Interest, Visits to Record Offices and
Museums and Walks indicate strong support, and these areas should be
developed drawing on the many suggestions. Coach travel is overall preferred
as it fosters the social side of the Society.

4 A heartening number of the responses (40%) are from members who are
prepared to assist across a wide range of Society activity. e.g. Tutoring a Course,
Giving a Single Presentation, Organising a Group Visit, Library and Cataloguing
Slides and Archaeological finds, Exhibitions, Data Entry, Publications, Partici-
pating in Committee Work, etc.

5 The need for more opportunity for social contact was made by some
members.

6 There is some interest in strengthening contacts with other similar
organisations within the area and the possibility of joint activities to be explored.

7 Although the rate of new people joining the Society is very encouraging,
the age profile of the Membership is very high. Several respondents mentioned
the need for recruiting younger members should be given attention.

Next steps

Volunteers who have expressed their willingness to help are being contacted
individually and/or will be invited to interest group meetings of potential
helpers.

Work is still in progress on statistical analysis and other material which will be
appended to the full report, copies of which will be kept in the Society’s Library.

Continued from Page  5

Continued on Page 7
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ANNEXE: Brief Summaries of Survey responses

Note:  All figures are based on a response of 37% of the membership to the
Survey

1.1 Membership Profile.

1.1.1  47% of responding members joined in past 5 years
1.1.2  27% have been members for 15+ years

1.2  95% of respondents feel moderately or more familiar with what the
  Society does

1.3      82% of responding members feel the Society meets their expectations

1.4        95% of responding members feel adequately informed of forth-
  coming events

1.5        90% are aged 56 or over

2.1 Main Areas of Historical Interest.

2.1.1  85% Local history: 60% General history: 50% Architecture: and
50% Archaeology

2.2  51% of Members responding have engaged in Research.
65%  Histori cal research

2.3  Research Group participation if available?    67%  Yes or possibly:
   85% History:  35% Archaeology.

2.4  Volunteer Group membership?   30% of respondents are active in
  the  Society.

3 Professional skills or knowledge that you would be willing to use?
  40% of respondents say Yes or are willing to help in some way.

Continued from Page  6
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4 Use of the Society’s facilities.
Lectures - 40% of respondents attend 6 or more p.a.
Library - rather low use by responding members – barely 14% regular

 users.
Website  - nearly 70% of respondents consult it.
Email-News - almost 80% respondents on list
Newsletter - Very high satisfaction rate

5 Society activities.
Lectures.  76% well or very satisfied with the programme
Seminars and Workshops. There is significant interest in holding such

 events.
Visits.  93% interest
Social events. 55% possibly or more in favour of extension.  55 possible

 volunteers to help organise

6 What could Membership do for the Society?
There was a good response to the questions asked, particularly in giving

 talks, editing/checking  of material for publication, library help and
 recording/cataloguing slides and archaeological finds. Volunteers will be
 contacted individually and/or invited to interest group meetings of
 potential helpers.

7 Suggestions for other SAHAAS activities.
The many constructive suggestions across the board will be duly con-

 sidered by Council and appropriate sub-groups of the Society.

8 Members’ general comments about the Society.
There is evidently a very high satisfaction rate with the way the Society is

 performing, and many very congratulatory remarks, with very few
 criti cal  comments.

Donald Munro

Continued from Page  7
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C���� T����

Verulamium Museum was a new
venue for the annual Clockateers’
Party on Friday, 20�� March but it
proved most successful. Not only
was the hire cost waived by the
museum but they washed up the
glasses too! After being introduced
by Helen Bishop,  the Deputy Mayor,
Councillor Janet Churchard, gave a
short address and then drew the
winning names for the Prize Draw.
£25 Marks and Spencer gift cards
were sent to the lucky    winners:
Alan Partington and Michele Lasky.

Simon West then gave a very inter-
esting update on the Clock Tower
repair schedule and a fascinating
insight into the dating of the
T ower from dendrochronological
testing. Simon explained that tree-
ring dating of timbers from the
upper floor joists showed that one
tree was felled in the winter of
1401-2, and  the  others  in  the
period  1401-4,  suggesting  that  the
Tower  was  erected  quickly  and
probably completed   by  1405.  He
a l s o    drew a t t e n t i o n  to an
o l d  T o w e r  k e y , w e i g h i n g
a n incredible 6½lbs that the muse-
um had very kindly put on display
for us. Thanks must go to Frank
Iddiols for p r o v i d i n g  a  s tereo-
scope v i e w e r  so we could all s e e

a copy of the oldest photo of t h e
T ower as it was meant to be seen,
and to Andy Lawrence for bringing
in his fascinating collection of old
post cards of St Albans and the
Clock Tower.

The  Tower  was  opened  briefly,
early  on  Palm  Sunday  to  celebrate
the  Abbey’s  Eucharist  and blessing
of  palms’  procession  and  service.
Despite  the  rain,  Harry  the  donkey
was  joined  by  a  small crowd of
people under the tree by the Tower
for prayers. The first child to arrive,
Verity Bowery, was delighted to be
chosen to ring the old market bell in
celebration.

Continued on Page 10
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A be-gloved Mayor posed by the
Tower door with the old Tower key,
which made another special appear-
ance thanks to Sue Davies of the
Museum Service. The key w as re-
cently found  in  storage  at  Verula-
mium Museum and is believed to be
a ceremonial key dating back to
when the Tower was restored in
1866.

The Mayor then climbed the 93
steps to the Tower’s roof to enjoy
the magnificent views and was
accompanied by Cllr. Annie
Brewster, (Portfolio Holder for
Sport, Leisure and Heritage),  Helen
Bishop, Tim Boatswain (chairman of
the St  Albans Civic Society) and Jill
Singer (Clock Tower coordinator for
the Civic Society).

Once the Mayor had successfully
navigated his way back down-
stairs, he more than happily left a
comment in the visitors’ book and
filled out an application form to
join SAHAAS in order for him to
join the merry band of Clocka-
teers.

The Clock Tower Joint Committee
met on Thursday, 19�� March to
discuss finances and the forthcoming
season. We resolved to distribute
£2,000 this year from the Clock
Tower funds to both the Civic Society
and SAHAAS. We all agreed that it
would put too much strain on our
current volunteers to attempt to
open up for an extra day so we
resolved to keep the Tower open as
usual, on Saturdays and Sundays.
F r a n k  I d d i o l s  k i n d l y
o f f e r e d  t o  m ake a console table
for our display of leaflets and mer-
chandise.

At the time of going to press (28th
April), the next event that the Clock
Tower will be involved in is the St
Albans Film Festival that runs from
Friday, 1st May to Sunday, 3rd May.
The theme this year is ‘space and
aliens’ and the Tower will open from
8-10 pm on 3�� May to allow visitors
to view the stars by telescope.

As always, w e  would like to thank
all the Clockateers for giving their
time to keep the Clock Tower open
for the public to enjoy.

Caroline Howkins & Mike Carey

Continued from Page  9
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City and District Mayor Cllr Geoff
Harrison signs the Visitors’ Book and
signs up as a member of  SAHAAS
during his visit to the Clock Tower.
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Future location of the library.
Helen Bishop, Donald Munro and
Tony Cooper met with Sue Davies and
Caitlin Griffiths  representing the
Museum Service. This positive and
constructive meeting discussed the
possibility of SAHAAS having space in
French Row above Simmons bakery.
SAHAAS Librarians firmly favour this
alternative. SADC is checking weight
bearing floors, technical access and
health and safety requirements.
There is still much to be discussed in
detail, but both parties hope that this
will provide a suitable solution and
the mood is very positive about
making it happen. We do not have to
vacate the Robing Room until March
2016, though we should aim to be
ready to move by the end of the year,
assuming the SADC Lottery bid is suc-
cessful.

Library Equipment. The “new” Library
computer was moved into the large
cabinet early in March. We have pur-
chased four clear plastic crates to
rationalise and store tidily materials
that have been piling up in the large
cupboard and elsewhere.

Hidden Gems Day, St Albans Central
Library 18 March 2015. SAHAAS  par-
ticipated in a day of publicity and talks
by local historical groups at the

Central Library. The day had a very
good feel, although we found the
space allocated for our stand area was
more cramped than expected. We will
be in a different position next time.
At least one new member has been
recruited as a result of the event.
Frank Iddiols ably organised our pres-
ence, and thanks again to all who did
a stint on the rota.

St Albans Local Studies Library
Group.  The group met again on 21
April in another constructive meeting
exchanging information on current
developments, policies and potential
for co-operation. Sue Davies reported
that SADC were pleased that SAHAAS
would be happy with the French Row
accommodation. Cllr. Chris White
attended the meeting. SAHAAS librar-
ians are looking at our Library Policy,
although significant changes are not
felt to be necessary. MoSTA have to
be out of Hatfield Road by the end of
September. They will move materials,
Library and staff up to Sandridge Gate
in the first instance. The Cathedral will
shortly be circulating information to
SAHAAS, MoSTA and the St Albans
Central Library about unwanted
materials from the Beardsmore Col-
lection before disposal of them.

Donald Munro, Librarian

Continued on Page 12
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New acquisitions

St Albans military personnel serving in
mid-1918:  extracted from the St
Albans City absent voters list 1918.
Edited by Mike North and Jonathan
Mein. St Albans and Hertfordshire
Architectural and Archaeological
Society [2015]. 55pp.  The AVL
records the names and details of the
servicemen and some women nor-
mally resident in the city, but absent
typically on military service.

Black Lion Inn: heritage impact assess-
ment: modifications to create 3 dwell-
ings.  Snodland, Kent: James Weir,
Historic Buildings Consultant,  2011.
23pp, photographs, plans.

Railways and the landscape: a study
of the Hatfield and St Albans Railway,
by Matthew Bristow.  MA Disserta-
tion, School of Archaeology and
Ancient History, University of Leices-
ter, 2003. 69pp, maps, plans, photo-
graphs.

Recent journal articles

In The Alban Link, Spring 2015
Pp 4-9 “The wall paintings of St Albans
Abbey”, by Julia Low.  The Cathe-
dral’s wall paintings range from the
12�� century to the post-medieval.

Their creation and use is described; a
plan is in place to use new illumina-
tion techniques to show the paintings
in their original colours.

Pp 12-13 “Our Mercian connection”,
by Michael Rose.  Mercia, which
extended from the Midlands to the
Thames, was given a coat of arms in
the late 13�� century, a gold saltire on
a blue background. This was adopted
by the Abbey c. 1380, and after the
dissolution, by the town. The same
arms are used in the flags of Tam-
worth and several other Midland
towns.

In Herts Past and Present, no.25,
Spring 2015
Pp 3-13 “How Hertfordshire vestries
managed ‘their’ poor under the Old
Poor Law, 1635-1795”, by Carl
Herrman.  The vestry was the main
unit of local government at this
period. This study investigates vestry
minutes, sessions rolls, overseers’
accounts, books and other sources to
consider how a number of Hertford-
shire vestries coped with the prob-
lems of the poor.

Pp 14-19 “Nichols Farm, Redbourn,
1713-1911: a history of ownership
continues”,  by Gillian Gear. The farm
was bought in 1713 by Edward Strong,
Christopher Wren’s chief mason in

Continued from Page  11

Continued on Page  13
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rebuilding St Paul’s Cathedral. Details
are provided of its ownership by a
succession of other families, often
with tenants living and working on the
farm.

Pp 20-31 “Thomas Baskerfeild, Hert-
fordshire antiquarian and topograph-
ical artist (1751-1816); a biographical
study”, by Gordon Cox.  Baskerfeild
was born in London, where he devel-
oped an interest in antiquities and
drawing them, frequently travelling
through Hertfordshire. He moved to
Redbourn in 1779, where he involved
himself in village affairs, and became
a free burgess of St Albans, an alder-
man, and mayor in 1803.

Other Journals received
Harpenden and District Local History
Society Newsletter, April 2015
Hendon and District Archaeological
Society Newsletter, January 2015
London Archaeologist Winter 2015
Rickmansworth Historical Review
Winter 2015

Tony Cooper, Library Team

T�����������

Good progress has been made on this
so far this year. Transactions for the
years 1934, 1935, 1938 and 1961 have
now been posted on to the SAHAAS
website. Why don’t you take a look?
There is some fascinating information
included in these documents:
http://www.stalbanshistory.org/cate
gory/transactions_of_sahaas

Christine McDermott

P�����������

Two new publications are to be pub-
lished in 2015.  The new edition of
Alice Goodman’s book will appear as
‘The St. Albans Abbey Parish Street
Memorials’ edited by John Cox and
Ann Dean, This is the first title to
appear in the SAHAAS series: ‘People
and Places’.

In the Autumn SAHAAS will publish a
book by Chris Green on the ‘Old Town
Hall'

The  selling prices have not been
finalised but members will be given a
discount on copies purchased through
SAHAAS.

John Cox
Convenor

Publications Committee

Continued from Page  12

The Diary of Private A A Bridges
(Reviewed  by Anne Wares in News-
letter No. 195) is now available from
Amazon at £12.50 or on Kindle at
£5.40, or from Phyllis Nicholls’ home
at 58 Nelson Ave, St Albans, AL1  5RZ.
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17�� C������ �����

Extract from the inventory of a 17��
century St Albans draper

The 17�� century group are continuing
to transcribe probate documents of
people who lived in St Albans and are
focusing at present on the early part
of the century.    A document which
we have found particularly interesting
recently is the inventory of Robert
Woolley, a draper, or mercer, dated
1606.  The value of his inventory was
just short of £60, a considerable sum
for the time, compared with the
median value of the 28 inventories so
far transcribed for the years 1600 to
1607 and which is £29.97.  Mercers
were considered to be the senior of
urban tradesman of that time.  The
Mercers Guild in London was at the
top of the Guild hierarchy.    Robert
Woolley was a prominent figure in St
Albans society, having been mayor
three times in 1561, 1571 and 1578.
The family lived at Harpsfield Hall, a
substantial property located on the
Hatfield Road and demolished in 1930
to make way for the aerodrome.

Robert’s inventory gives details of the
wares in his shop and their value,
totalling £27 8s 6½d (46% of the
inventory total).  As well as shirts,
stockings and buttons the bulk of his

stock comprised fabrics to be made
up into clothes.  Over twenty types of
cloth are listed.  He had seven varie-
ties of russet, over 50 yards in total,
at prices varying from 18 pence to
three shillings a yard. Russet was a
low fashion material for general use¹.
The most expensive fabric in his shop
was a dove-coloured kersey at 3� 4� a
yard. Other main types of material on
sale were cotton, canvas, fustian and
‘hempten’ cloth. At that time kersey
and cotton were woollen fabrics,
hempten and canvas were hemp
based and fustian was a mixed fibre.
Exact definitions are difficult to pin
down as names changed over time
and differed in different parts of the
country.

The ordinary people of St Albans were
not colourfully dressed at this period
when only natural dyes were availa-
ble. Most of the materials listed are
quietly dull in colour: grey, white,
brown, mouse-coloured but there
was a mallard-coloured kersey,
“grene wodmole²” and some blue
linen.

This inventory raises several ques-
tions, such as where did he obtain his
supplies? The source of some materi-
als is indicated by their names as in
Welsh cotton, Preston cloth, Dutch
canvas, Holmes fustian.  Holmes

Continued on Page 15
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fustian was made in Germany, partic-
ularly in Ulm (hence Holmes). The
only clue to where he was dealing is
in his debts which show he owed
money (30 shillings) to “Stubbs of
Wyndsor for cloth”.

1. Textiles and materials of the
Common Man and Woman,
1580 – 1660, Ed. By Stuart
Peachey, Stuart Press, 2001

2. Wodmole (or wedmole or
wadmole): coarse woollen
material: O.E.D.

I have written this in collaboration
with Jane Harris who co-ordinates
work on the inventories within the
17�� century team.   She and Scott
Chalmers transcribed the inventory,
which I have heavily edited to make
it an easier read. A copy of the inven-
tory is at Page 33 and is also posted
in the SAHAAS library.

Pat Howe
Co-ordinator

17�� Century Research Group

WW1 H��� F���� P������

Hard work continues on many fronts.
With the research phase of our work
coming to a conclusion at the end of
June, focus is gradually moving to

writing up our findings. This is a
process that will engage the group
until we hand over the manuscript to
the publishers towards the end of the
year. As we will  need to promote the
book when it is published next year,
we are also starting to think about
plans for this important activity. More
anon.

We were so busy with the conference
last year that something important
slipped through the net, namely
thanking the various members of the
Society who transcribed the 1911
census for the city and surrounding
areas for us. This was an important
task and eleven members diligently
worked on it during the winter of
2014. All told there were 24,000+
names with associated details to tran-
scribe but the work was completed to
the requisite standard in under four
months, a significant achievement.
You will see our analysis of the data
in the book next year.  So a big albeit
belated thank-you to Romaine Byers,
Ann Dean, Gill Tarrant, Gill & David
Girdziusz, Rosemary Knight, Barbara
Croom and Julie Moore. Thanks also
to Sheila Green and particularly Mike
North who worked on the classifica-
tion of the entries.

Finally, we recently extracted from
the St Albans Roll of Honour the list of

Continued from Page  14

Continued on Page 16
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those local men and women who
were awarded medals arising from
their activities during the war. This is
now available on our website in the
Home Front section. There are over
140 names in the list although some
appear several times. One of the
names will be particularly familiar by
now, Edward Warner VC, whose com-
memorative stone was unveiled next
to the city’s war memorial on Friday
1�� May. We are keen to know more
about the recipients so if you are
already researching the stories behind
these medals, or would like to, then
please email Jon at jonmein@aol.com.

Jon Mein, Anne Wares & Sue Mann

P������� ����� ���

Members  are  invited to a historical
pageants study day, to be held at
Verulamium Museum, St Albans, on
Saturday 6 June 2015. Tickets are
free. The programme details are
below. The event is an opportunity to
learn more about historical pageants
in the twentieth century, and to han-
dle rare objects from the collection of
St Albans Museums. Numbers at the
event are limited by space, but tea,
coffee and lunch will be provided.

If you would like to attend the event,
please telephone the museum on

01727-751810, and for further de-
tails contact Mark Freeman
at M.Freeman@ioe.ac.uk

We look forward to seeing many of
you at the event. The full programme
is as follows:

10.30am – introduction and welcome
10.35am – Mark Freeman: the St
 Albans pageants
11.15am – tea and coffee
11.45am – Catherine Newley: the
 Colchester pageant of 1909
12.15pm – Philip Sheail: the Hertford
 pageant of 1914
12.45pm – lunch
1.45pm – split session 1: Ellie Reid
 and Catherine Newley –
 pageant objects
2.15pm – split session 2: Ellie Reid
 and Catherine Newley –
 pageant objects
2.45pm – Peter Swinson: the St
 Albans pageant films of 1948
 and 1953
4.15pm – a pageant exhibition for St
 Albans; tea, coffee and
 disperse

With best wishes,

The 'Redress of the Past' team.

Continued from Page  15
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V��������� ����
Built by the Romans, robbed and carried
away over the centuries, two sections of
the Verulamium Roman wall are exposed
to view.  The larger is once again under
threat.  Apart from environmental degra-
dation (see below), there are ongoing
problems of vandalism and theft.

Our Society’s minutes for January 1964
record that "In view of the anxieties
expressed at previous AGMs about the
condition of the Roman Wall at Veru-
lamium it was decided to make enquiries
about the present state of the walls and
their future protection”.  In February
1964 members were informed that “the
Ministry of Public Buildings & Works were
repairing and renewing the protective
fencing at Verulamium”.

In September 2012 the spiked railings
were removed.  Following representa-

tions from the Civic Society, Simon Row-
berry, the then interim head of planning
at St Albans and District Council (SADC)
said “Railings along the wall at ground
level had been removed to make the
Roman structure more accessible to
people. This is in line with English Herit-
age’s policy of opening up archaeological
remains of buildings to the public. How-
ever, people have been climbing up onto
the wall and walking along the top. We
have now installed railings at both ends
to prevent people causing damage to it.

Council was granted Scheduled Monu-
ment consent by English Heritage for the
work: the work was paid for out of the
fund for the cycle path in Verulamium
Park, linking King Harry Lane and the
Fighting Cocks pub. This fund is made up
of Section 106 money provided by the
housing developer at King Harry Lane for

Continued on Page 18

S����������� ����� �� 31 M�� 2016

As agreed at the AGM on 16 September 2014 , the following subscription rates take
effect for the period June 2015 - May 2016.  Payment may be by:
direct debit (preferred), cheque, standing order, or cash.

Individual member. £15
The spouse or partner of a member, living at the member's address -  £7.50
Children of a member and under the age of 18 - free
Student in full time further or higher education -  £7.50

David Smith. Membership Secretary
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investment in infrastructure.” (Extract
from Herts Advertiser, September 2013).
At a meeting, chaired by the Civic Society,
on 26 April 2015 and attended by Cllr
Edgar Hill and representatives from
SAHAAS, the Civic Society, St Albans and
SADC  officers and the District Archaeolo-
gist, the condition of the wall and the
removal of the railings was discussed.

There was general agreement that steps
should be taken to better protect and
safeguard the wall for future generations.

As a first step, SADC has already agreed
with English Heritage to install several
“interpretive” signs along the wall
explaining its history and value as an
ancient monument.  As a second line of
defence, the Council will now prepare
signs advising the public that damaging
or removing any part of the wall is a
criminal offence and could lead to prose-
cution as a “Heritage Crime”. Cllr Hill said
he would discuss the matter with the

Police. The siting of signs will have to be
agreed by English Heritage or the new
recent National Planning and Conserva-
tion Department [NPCD], but both sets of
signs should be in place within three
months.

As a third step the Council will facilitate a
meeting with English Heritage NPCD to
provide a forum for stakeholders (includ-
ing the Civic Society and SAHAAS) to set
out their concerns.  The meeting should
set in train actions which will protect the
wall by securing the remaining stones –
perhaps by conservation where neces-
sary? In the meantime, all were asked to
publicise the value of the wall to our
community through press, newsletters
and social media.

The Group will meet again on 4�� June to
review progress and to agree the agenda
for the meeting with English
Heritage/NPCD.

John Humphreys

Continued from Page  17

Continued on Page 19

Well worn paths and access routes through  damaged wall

Photos: John Humphreys



www.stalbanshistory.org SAHAAS NEWSLETTER 196                      Page 19

Background - Pompeii writ small

The Verulamium city wall is exposed
in two, not far-separated locations in
the park: beside the pedestrian/cycle
path down from King Harry Lane to
the lake and to the west of the
London Gate (plan laid out in flint).
The free-standing, latter section (St
Germains block) has a large hole in it,
framing the Abbey in many publicity
photos.

Both of the sections have been con-
served in the past, principally by
applying cement-based mortar
between the flints and bricks. The
Roman, lime mortar can be glimpsed
in places, pale yellow and friable,
contrasting with the modern mortar
which is 'concrete grey' and clearly
more durable.

When looking at the wall now it
should be born in mind that it has
been re-exposed for over a hundred

years. That, and 1500 years of history
have removed the original facings and
we see the core structure, lacking the
protection of the facing. Hence the
need for ongoing conservation.

The masonry is subject to rain, wind,
thermal cycling and frost, plus the
action of vegetation. The last is both
chemical and mechanical. Humus is
acidic, reacting with the original, alka-
line mortar. However, the disrupting
action of plant roots – especially tree
roots - will be more significant.

Buried masonry is better protected
from all of the preceding destructive
agents and, in addition, destructive,
careless and acquisitive human
beings.

For a long time railings on both sides
of the King Harry Lane path have
separated the public from the wall
and its ditch, but those on the wall
side have been removed (with the
consent of English Heritage) in recent
times. There have only been railings
on the wall's park (west) side along
the higher-standing length, a fact that
does not escape young, adventurous
members of our species.

Roger Miles

Continued from Page  18
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H������ H������-P�������� DSO MC

Hunter, explorer, cricketer, author and soldier

On 1�� June, 1909 Hesketh Hesketh-Prichard married
Lady Elizabeth Grimston, one of the daughters of the
3�� Earl of Verulam in St. Albans Abbey. They had met
in Ireland the previous year when Lady Elizabeth was
staying with a cousin Lady Felicity Coats, and he was
on duty as A.D.C. to the Viceroy of Ireland, Lord
Aberdeen. Within a month they announced their
engagement. Her father built a house at Prae Wood on the Gorhambury estate.
Their honeymoon was spent on the Fruen Islands, part of Norway looking for
grey seals. He settled down to the life of a country gentleman, cricketer and
shooter and writing up past places he had explored. There were two children
of the marriage – Michael born in 1910 and Diana in 1916.

He was born in India in 1856, the son of an army officer, who died six months
later. His mother brought him back to the British Isles and for a while they lived
on Jersey and in Ireland, at Gorey. Taught the use of language by his mother
they would write stories together both factual and fantasy. He loved drawing
maps and dreamed of exploring the world. His early school days were unhappy
but he enjoyed the sporting opportunities at Fettes, Edinburgh, where he spent
his teens. After leaving school he spent the summer playing cricket and began
to explore Europe and North Africa. Later he went to places in the Caribbean
and South America. He was the first white man to survive exploring Haiti. Later
he led an exploration of Patagonia looking for an animal believed to be extinct
but in the process found a new sub-species of puma and a new lake. Both these
expeditions took place to enable him to write articles for the newly  published
Daily Express.

At the start of the First World War he looked for opportunities to use his
experiences. As a war correspondent he saw conditions in the trenches and
learned that the enemy was far superior in the areas of observation, scouting
and sniping. Soldiers were more likely to die from a sniper’s bullet than from

Continued on Page 21

Photo: Hesketh Pritchard Collection
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other forms of attack. He discovered that before the war, the German
aristocracy purchased large quantities of game rifles with telescopic sights.
Having collected evidence he started engaging military commanders to improve
training in these areas. It took a long time but led to the first Army School of
Sniping. Generals Monro and Lyndon-Bell convinced others that this was the
way forward. Between Christmas 1915 and the New Year he taught one officer
from every company in the Guards Division how to instruct their men in
‘scouting, observation and sniping’.

In 1917 he was awarded the Military Cross. The official London Gazette said
that “he had, directly and indirectly, inflicted enormous casualties on the
enemy”.

Unfortunately all the energies that he had expended began to make him ill. In
early 1918, a two-week leave was extended to four.  In March 1918 he was
awarded the Distinguished Service Order [DSO] but by that time he was in
hospital. The next four years were  a “struggle with disease and pain”.  He tried
to return to the old ways – working, writing and shooting and produced two
books and a series of articles for boys. During this time Hesketh Prichard had
an illness which no doctor could diagnose.  By December 1921 he had had
eleven operations.  He died at Gorhambury on 14�� June 1922. His body was
cremated and his ashes were buried in the Grimston vault at St. Michael’s
church.

John G. E. Cox.

Continued from Page 20

A Plea from our Secretary:-

In the month following my “Malta” lecture on 9�� December, one very kind
member gave me a copy of “my favourite book” – The Kappillan of Malta.
Unfortunately, to my intense shame, during my three months in South East
Asia, I have completed forgotten who.      I have therefore no idea as to
whom I should be eternally grateful.         If you are indeed the said kind
person, could I please ask you to let me know?  Thank you.

Bryan Hanlon
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One of the most intriguing of the city’s
former pubs is the one that bears the
legend “Benskin’s Fine Ales & Stout”
on its brickwork. This is the Vine, a
pub located at 19 Spicer Street which
shut in the 1930s and is now in private
hands. But it was owned by Benskin’s
of Watford who had purchased the
last Berkhamsted brewery and its tied
estate in 1913 inheriting the Vine as
part of the deal. The legend can be no
earlier than this and no later than
1932 when the pub shut.

There’s more to interest historians in
this building though. As JT Smith and
the late Frank Kilvington, members of
the Society, have described, its inter-
relationships with both neighbours,

the almshouses to the north and no.
17 to the south, also tell us something
about social care in the town.* These
buildings were left on trust by Richard
Raynshawe in 1569 to the town’s
mayor and burgesses. The trustees
were to use the profits from leasing
the Vine, Raynshawe’s house which
then incorporated both 17 & 19 Spicer
Street, to establish and maintain alm-
shouses next door.

At least part of Raynshawe’s Vine was
a public house for at least part of its
history, a topic largely outside the
scope of Smith & Kilvington’s article.
Subsequent work by the Society’s 17��
century group shows that it was an
alehouse in the 1670s. Open in the
early 1740s it closed before 1756, the
property reverting to residential use.

By 1812 the almshouses were in a
“dilapidated state”. Whatever profits
the lease now generated were pre-
sumably insufficient to maintain
them. To remedy this the trustees let
part of the Vine (no. 19 Spicer Street)
and the almshouses for a 21-year
term to Samuel Wildbore, the owner
of the Blue Boar alehouse in the
Market Place and ‘celebrated for his
home-brewed ale’. Wildbore no
doubt wanted to extend sales of his
beer and obtaining a licence for a
back-street local was a useful way of

Continued on Page 23
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achieving this. So, the Vine opened its
doors again after an interval of some
65 years.

As far as I can tell, this was a novel
agreement. Wildbore’s peppercorn
lease obliged him to renovate and
maintain both the pub and, surpris-
ingly, the almshouses. It is doubtful
he met all his obligations as by 1833
the almshouses were again in a poor
state of repair. Perhaps mindful of
Wildbore’s failings, the trustees
restructured the lease when it came
up for renewal later that year and let
just the pub.

The lessee was John Henry Bucking-
ham, a name familiar to those with an
interest in the city’s Victorian history.
He had recently built a new brewery
in Little Gaddesden probably to take
advantage of the expected beer boom
in the early 1830s. Instead he lost his
shirt, a creditors’ notice in the London
Gazette in 1835 marking an ignomin-
ious end to his short brewing
career.** Perversely we should be
thankful for this as Buckingham’s
subsequent career as an artist of local
scenes is far more significant.

If the Vine’s second coming in 1812 is
noteworthy then so too is its final
closure in 1932. The pub didn’t simply
fade away but was rendered redun-
dant under the terms of the 1904
Licensing Act. This confirmed that
magistrates could shut a pub when it
was considered unnecessary for the
needs of the public, albeit in return
for compensation for both owners
and occupiers. Shining their light on
St Albans the magistrates adjudged
the Vine, selling just half a barrel of
beer a week, unnecessary. There was
little cause for argument and Ben-
skin’s didn’t oppose the matter.
Together with three other local pubs,
the Vine shut its doors for the last
time in December 1932, the legend a
visible reminder of the building’s his-
tory.

Jonathan Mein

* see Herts Archaeology & History, vol. 12, (1994-96)
pp.88-96.

** to contrast this with other comments about
Buckingham’s financial woes at the time see David
Dean’s biography of him in “J H Buckingham: A
Window on Victorian St Albans”, Felicity Hebditch,
(1988), pg 7.

Continued from Page  22

Diary Date: Annual General Meeting
Our AGM will take place on  15�� September 2015.

If you have any items that you wish to be raised, could I please ask you to let
me know well in advance, preferably by the end of  July?

Bryan Hanlon – Secretary
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“Two houses both alike in dignity...”

Forty-nine eager Arc and Arc
members set out to explore these
Essex treasures led by Pat Howe. Just
over an hour later we were on small
roads, Kelvedon looked an attractive
small town, Tiptree made us think of
jam. Then, across flat land, an impos-
ing redbrick tower came into view.

The Marney men were knights,
William the Conqueror gave land for
his knights to guard the coast and the
Marneys settled and prospered.
Three effigies in the church summa-
rise their story.  First a knight in chain
mail. Then that of Henry 1�� Lord
Marney in a full suit of armour; he has
a refined face and his bobbed hair
peeps out from his helmet. He was no
wimp but fought at the battle of
Bosworth, was a trusted advisor to
Henry VII and then to Henry VIII.
Honours were heaped upon him. He
had welcomed Katherine of Aragon to
England but died before her divorce,
and so avoided a tricky situation.  The
third effigy is of his son who died soon
after without producing an heir.

The tower is Henry's display of wealth
and  Henry VIII even visited. It is taller

than Hampton Court and has terra
cotta decoration and crenellations
inspired by the Italian Renaissance
and large and small windows. Without
a direct male heir the tower was
neglected until rescued by Walter de
Zoete who created an Edwardian
house. Now owned by the Char-
rington family, it hosts events.

Thomas Paycocke's story is a parallel
story of importance that ends with
the lack of a son. He was a highly
successful and wealthy clothier in
Coggeshall and his house, probably
his showroom and office, was built in
1509. The newly felled oak inside and
out was deeply carved with tendrils,
fruit and flowers, also his and his
wife's initials TP and MP. Linenfold
panels line the main rooms. It is
thought that the fine white wool cloth
he produced, each bale marked with
an ermine tail mark, was bought for
the monks in the nearby abbey. The
dissolution of the monasteries must

Continued on Page 25

Photo: Malcolm Merrick
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have affected that trade. This prop-
erty also went through years of
neglect and subdivision. The carvings
were plastered over inside and out.
Only when Noel Buxton, a descendent
of a previous owner, bought the prop-
erty in 1904 and his cousin Conrad
Noel and wife Miriam restored it and
created the garden did it become the
delightful old place we visited. Now
owned by the National Trust we were
able to end the day with tea in the
garden.

Julia Merrick

2�� B����� �� ST ALBANS :
� N�� S�����
Review of “Robert Bale’s chronicle
and  the  2ⁿ� Battle of St Albans” by
Hannes Kleineke (from the Institute
of Historical Research’s Historical
Research journal, November 2014 pp
744-50)

Dr Kleineke is an historian working on
the history of Parliament in the late
middle ages.  In the course of recent
research he discovered a previously
unknown (final) page of one of the
leading chronicles on the Wars of the
Roses (1455-1487).  This is the chron-
icle of Robert Bale (? – 1473), who
was a scrivener from London.
(Scriveners worked in the legal profes-

sion and he held a number of legal
posts over a chequered career).

This informative and scholarly
account tells the story of the discov-
ery of the document in Dublin, the
circumstances of how it came to be
written and its significance before
then reprinting its less than 400
words.  Fortunately the words are
dense, authentic and full of new facts.
The account covers the period
December 1460 to the end of Febru-
ary 1461.  It deals with the aftermath
of the Battle of Wakefield, the Second
Battle of St Albans (17 February 1461)
and then the failure of the Lancastri-
ans’ attempt to capture London after
their victory over Warwick the King-
maker here in St Albans.

Kleineke is able to use forensic tech-
niques to demonstrate that the words
were written when Bale was in diffi-
cult circumstances, and probably
while in prison (for debt).  This places
it alongside Mallory’s “Morte
d’Arthur”, which was written at about
the same time and also in prison.  He
is able to demonstrate that it is an
eyewitness account of the Second
Battle.  This ranks it alongside Gre-
gory, who was another Londoner
present at the battle and who wrote
about it.

Continued from Page  24

Continued on Page  26
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What do Bale’s 400 words say?  They
add considerably to the dramatis per-
sonae at the battle.  They confirm
several details mentioned in other
chronicles.  They make Henry VI an
active, not passive, participant in
events on the battlefield.  They
confirm the higher estimates of casu-
alties at the battle (4,000 in his case).
They testify that Barnet was sacked
and looted by the Lancastrians.  They
also cast light on commissions of array
and the use of liveries in the groups
of troops assembled in each army.

As a student of the battle, though, I
found the most interesting new fact
was that the Duke of Norfolk was
wounded in the fighting.  This is not
mentioned anywhere else.  It means
that either Norfolk or the battle were
not in the place or places usually
ascribed to them.  The traditional

account is that Norfolk, with the van-
guard of the Yorkist army, was posted
north of the main army on Bernards
Heath out towards Sandridge - or
even as far away as Wheathampstead
- and saw none of the action.  If he
was directly engaged in the battle,
then we may need to rethink either
the Yorkist deployments or the detail
of the course of the fighting.

Bale specifies that the battle was
fought, “in a field beside St Albans
called Sandell…”  Identifying this place
name would be a useful local addition
to Kleineke’s excellent work and
something the Society might be able
to pick up.

Peter Burley

Note: There is a copy of Dr Kleineke's
article in the SAHAAS Library.

W��� ������ ��� ���� �� ��� 1�� B����� �� S� A�����

On Sunday 31st May, Peter Burley and Mike Elliott will be leading a walk
around medieval St Albans following the course of the crucial 1st Battle
of St Albans which marked the start of the Wars of the Rose. The walk
starts promptly at 2 pm outside the Boot public house in the Market
Place.  Further details are on the Events section of the Trust's website:
www.battlefieldstrust.com

Continued from Page  25
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Professor Sheppard Frere  CBE.
1916-2015

In 1955 the decision to replace what was
then a narrow lane up Bluehouse Hill with
the modern Hemel Hempstead road led
to the first of a series of excavations
directed by Sheppard Frere, who has
recently died aged 98 and was an Honor-
ary Member of the Society. With up to
100 students and volunteers, working for
about eight weeks every summer from
1955-61, the Verulamium excavations
were among the largest in the country at
the time. They transformed understand-
ing not only of the history of Roman
Verulamium but of Romano-British towns
generally, not least by demonstrating that
here town life continued well after the
end of Roman administration in AD 410.

At the same time, discoveries like the well
preserved remains of wooden shops
burnt down during the Boudiccan revolt
of AD61 caught people’s imagination,
along with spectacular finds such as the
bronze Venus statuette and the lion
mosaic. As Professor of the Archaeology
of the Roman Empire at Oxford, Frere
subsequently excavated a wide range of
Roman sites and was author  of  numer-
ous books, articles and reports, but he
retained a close interest in Verulamium;
he was still participating in a lively debate

on the late Roman town when he was
well into his nineties.

His insistence on meticulous excavation
set the standard for urban archaeology
for decades, but I look back on the 1950s
digs here as times of tremendous fun. For
those of us diggers who went on to make
careers in archaeology he provided con-
tinual support and encouragement; I
remember him with great respect,
warmth and affection.

Ros  Niblett

Clare Ellis

As many will have learnt from local press
coverage, our former president Clare Ellis
has died at the age of 78.   Having gradu-
ated in French with a professional qualifi-
cation in librarianship, Clare and her
husband Ted moved to St Albans in 1963,
where they both lived for over 40 years.

A former local councillor, deputy mayor
and honorary alderman, Clare was also
editor of this newsletter for several years,
as well as making a significant contribu-
tion to the work of the 17th Century
Research Group.

It was that work, and particularly the will
of Roger Pemberton, that persuaded
Clare – together with Pat Howe – to
produce the “Pemberton Almshouses”
booklet.    She was also a contributor to

Continued on Page 28
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our “St Albans 1650-1700” book, and
co-author of “Marshalswick: the story a
house and its estate”.

Clare was an active volunteer within the
community, for example chairing Drug-
care St Albans for six years, deputy county
organiser for the Hospital Library Service,
and secretary of the Napsbury League of
Friends, as well as secretary of the Hert-
fordshire Association for Local History.
She completed a certificate course in
Local History at the Cambridge University
Institute of Continuing Education, and
went on to complete a Master of Studies
external degree.

After Ted died in 2006, Clare’s life was
clouded by Alzheimer’s and she moved
from St Albans to be closer to her family.

Bryan Hanlon

George Anthony Atkinson OBE
27�� May 1915 ‐ 2ⁿ� February 2015

George Atkinson qualified as an architect
just before  war broke out in 1939. He was
commissioned into the Royal Air Force
and was involved for most of the war in
the massive programme of airfield con-
struction and the associated building
works in Britain and for a time in West
Africa.

With the ending of the war he left the RAF
and transferred his activities to the Colo-
nial and Foreign Office and gained expe-
rience mostly in  Malaya and Hong Kong.
Eventually, he took up employment with
the Building Research Establishment in
Bricket Wood where he became Head of
Building Design.

Extensive schemes for commercial and
housing developments with associated
public buildings were planned. The local
authorities required much new building
work. In 1960, an energetic Mayor, Dr
Elsie Toms, took the lead in encouraging
the setting up of a Civic Society with
considerable input from well informed
residents and in which George played a
considerable part.

George was both a regular and active
contributor to the affairs of the Civic
Society and for many years, until his
death, a member of SAHAAS.  He had an
enquiring mind and, apart from architec-
ture, his interests were many.   As a
widower he travelled the world well into
his nineties, mostly on sea voyages on
which he circled the world at least twice.

SAHAAS members may remember  talks
he gave to the Society on some of his
interests.  The Internet had no fears for
him and using this medium he continued
with his research right up to his death,
weeks before his 100�� birthday.

Dennis Owen

Continued from Page 27
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My interest in deltiology (collecting
postcards) started after the death of my
great aunt, Beryl Carrington, in 2005. I
inherited a small collection of photo-
graphs and postcards, mostly those
used in the books about St Albans that
she had published. She was well known
in local history circles and was a well
respected journalist who worked all her
life for the Herts Advertiser.

I found the cards fascinating and it
brought out a hunger to learn more
about the history of our city through
photographs. I noticed that a particular
series of cards published by Lilywhite
had numbers on them. Having inherited
a few and seeing plenty more available
to buy on eBay, I decided it would be a
challenge to see how many I could
collect. Also I was impressed with the
quality of these cards as they used real
photographs and    I noticed that the
series went up to 150 and set about
collecting them.

At first, the collection grew very quickly
as the different numbers of the popular
cards came thick and fast, but then I
noticed there were different pictures
with the same number, sometime three
or four images of the same scene -
taken decades apart. What I thought
was going to be just 150 to aim for,
turned out to be a lot more. Some of
these were only produced in very small
numbers and are very rare. Having
made a rapid start I think it may be
many years (if ever)  before  I have at
least one of every number.  At this time,
I have 175 (of a minimum that I know
of) of 192, but there could well be
more. The Lilywhite collection I have
amassed can all be viewed
at www.flickr.com/photos/47716665@
N02/sets, along with other cards and
photographs in other folders on my
Flickr stream that I have collected along
the way.

Andy Lawrence

O�� P���������� H��. S��.
After fourteen weeks exploring the many lands and sights of South East Asia, Bryan
Hanlon has returned home.  During all the time he was away he wrote an almost
daily report on his travels and included many photographs.  Some of us have been
reading these reports, sent in the form of an Internet blog,  and found them full
of interest and observations.  For those who have not seen his reports, they can
all be accessed on bryaninseasia.blogspot.com/ and they make a most interesting
travel guide. I commend them to you.

John Humphreys
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Tuesday 12 May 2015
Death from above - German Airship
raids on Britain 1915-18
Harvey Watson

Exactly 100 years ago in the Spring of
1915 the Germans launched the
world's first long-range strategic
bombing campaign by bombing Brit-
ain's cities with their Zeppelin airships.
The Germans hoped to demoralise the
British public and force Britain out of
the First World War. This talk will look
at how an initially vulnerable Britain
learned to defend herself  and ulti-
mately defeat the Zeppelin menace.
However, the concept of bombing
civilian centres would change the face
of warfare and create a menace that
we are still learning to live with.

Harvey Watson was a project manager
with the Ministry of Defence for almost
40 years. Since his retirement he has been
a trustee of the 'Battlefields Trust', a
charity dedicated to developing battle-
field archaeology and preserving Britain's
historic sites of military conflict. Harvey is
also the co-author of the 'Battles of St
Albans', an account of St Albans during
the Wars of the Roses.

Tuesday 19 May 2015
Palladianism – Four Centuries of Style
Charles Hind MA FSA

Andrea Palladio (1508-80) is the only
architect in history whose name is

applied to a style of architecture and
whose influence remains active
today.  The talk considers what  made
Palladio’s interpretation of classical
architecture so popular and suffi-
ciently flexible to adjust to widely
varying social, political, economic and
climatic conditions worldwide.   He
also looks at the role Inigo Jones, Lord
Burlington and other British architects
played in adapting Palladio’s approach
to architecture and their contribution
to his continuing popularity.

Charles Hind is now Chief Curator and H.J.
Heinz Curator of Drawings at the Royal
Institute of British Architects. He studied
under Sir Howard Colvin at Oxford.   He
was a co-curator of the major exhibition
on Palladio shown at the Royal Academy
of Arts in 2009 and joint curator of the
exhibition recently touring in the United
States called Palladio and his Legacy: a
transatlantic journey and co-author of the
catalogue. He is also the curator of a
forthcoming exhibition at the RIBA on
Palladianism. Charles has written numer-
ous articles on British architecture and
British watercolours in both scholarly
journals and popular magazines and lec-
tures on architecture and British country
houses.  He also leads art and architecture
tours, principally in St Petersburg,
Vicenza/Venice and Virginia.   Charles has
curated a number of exhibitions held in
the RIBA Heinz Gallery, formerly at 21
Portman Square, and in the new
V&A+RIBA Architecture Gallery at the
V&A.  He is also a trustee of the Lutyens
Trust and the Great Dixter Charitable
Trust.

Continued on Page 31
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Friday 29 May
The Road to the New Towns: From
Utopian Visionaries to the ‘Men from
the Ministry’
Matthew Bristow

On the 11�� November 1946, Steven-
age  was designated as the first of
Britain’s New Towns utilising the stat-
utory apparatus of the New Towns Act
passed in the same year.   Prompted
by the need for rapid reconstruction
following the Second World War and
shaped by the findings of Lord Reith’s
New Towns Committee and the pro-
posals of Sir Patrick Abercrombie in
his 1944 Greater London Plan, the first
wave of New Towns have traditionally
been seen as the state sponsored
realisation of Ebenezer Howard’s
Garden City movement.

This lecture will explore the increased
participation of local authorities and
central government in the housing of the
industrial working classes during the first
half of the 20�� century, culminating in the

establishment of the Ministry of Town
and Country Planning in 1943 and the
passing of the New Towns Act.   It will
consider the ideological origins of the
New Towns movement, developments in
urban planning in continental Europe and
the United States, the rejection of the
uncontrolled suburban sprawl of the
interwar years, and the growing role of
the state before reassessing the impor-
tance of the Garden City Movement.

Matthew  Bristow is the  Research
Manager for the Victoria County History
and is one of the organisation’s central
office editorial staff based at the Institute
of Historical Research, University of
London. Matthew specialises in landscape
and buildings archaeology with research
interests that include church architecture,
the buildings of the Agricultural, Industrial
and Transport Revolutions, settlement
morphology, 20th century social housing
and phase I New Towns.

Roy Bratby
Chairman, Programme Development

C������������ ��� �����������

Articles, photographs, comments, letters to editor, from members are
most welcome.  The final date for receiving copy for Newsletter 197
(August 2015) is Friday 17�� July  2015).

Please forward to me at: newsletter@stalbanshistory.org
or post to:
12 Church Crescent, St Albans, AL3 5JD.

John Humphreys
Editor

Continued from Page  30
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From the Andy Lawrence collection - see page 29

For those negotiating the traffic today - a reminder of
St Peter’s Street in 1906

B��� S���
Wanted.  Your surplus books.  As part of its fundraising for the New Museum
and Gallery, SAHAAS will be hosting a book sale in the Old Town Hall Assembly
Room in October.

Please put any books you wish to donate to one side for us to collect.  Collection
arrangements and date and time of sale will be notified in SAHAAS August
Newsletter.

Books will be examined and those considered to be of collectable value will be
valued and  offered for sale on a separate table
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Wares in the Shoppe

              £     s    d

8 yards of gray russet at 22� yard      1  13    0

16 yards demi of gray russet at 22� yard     1  10    3

2 yards 3 quarters white russet at 18� yard          4     1 ½

3 yards demi quarter white russet at 2�           6     6

3 yards light russet at 2� 4� yard             7     0

2 yards demi gray russet at at 2�             5     0

2 yards mallard Colour kersey at 3� 2� the yard         6     4

5 yards demi sadd russett at 3� the yard          16     6

17 yards dove colour kersey at 3� 4� the yard   2    6     8

18 yards northerne Cotton at 8� yard          12    0

24 yards welche Cotton at 10� yard        1    0     0

One yard of gray fryse at 12�               1     0

35 yards demi welche Cotton at 13�ob  1   19  11

5 yards quarter of grene wodmole at 8�ob           3    0

16 yards of Course blacke rugge for hose at 3�ob           4    8

21 yards of lynsey wolsey at 6� yard             10    6

Continued from Page  15

Continued on Page 34
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                                                                                                    £    s     d

4 ells of 3 quarters cloth browne at 5�         10    0

9 yards of blewe lynnen at 10 �                                           7     6

3 ells quarter of elbrode Canvas at 12�                                   3     0

13 ells 3 quarters of white 3 quarters Cloth at 10�            11    5½

11 ells & 1 quarter of Canvas at 10�                                    9     3½

30 ells duch Canvas at 8�                                                   1    0    0

8 Course shirts                                                                       12    0

26 payre of stockings                                                    2  12    0

12 payre of Cloth stockings for women                           10    0

15 ells 3 quarters of narrow hempton cloth at 9�ob            12    5½

29 ells 3 quarters of Canvas at 11�                                     1   7     3

10 ells 3 quarters fine Canvas at 13�                                   11   7

8 ells 3 quarters poldavyes at 7�                                            5    1½

12 ells poldavyes at 7�                                                          7    0

4 ells preston cloth at 13�                                                   4    4

15 ells j quarter hempton cloth at 9�ob                            11  10½

23 ells demi of hempton cloth at 10�                            12   1

28 ells browne 3 quarters cloth at 6�                                  14    4½

18 ells 3 quarters of white 3 quarters cloth at 10�            15    7½

10 yards white holmes fusten at                                           9     8

Continued from Page 33
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                                                                                                     £     s     d

8 yards of holmes fusten                                                          9     0

3 yards fusten mowsecolour at 2� yard                               6    0

1 yard of osenborow fusten                                                    1     0

3 ells demi of browne 3 quarters at 5�                                     1    5½

4 ells 3 quarters of white 3 quarters cloth at 7�                      2   10

1 remnant of sackin                                                                   1    1

1 remnant of 3 quarters cloth                                                    4

6 grosse of buttons at 6� a grosse                                            3     0

Total                  27    8    6½

Continued from Page 34


