
ST ALBANS & HERTFORDSHIRE
ARCHITECTURAL & ARCHAEOLOGICAL

 SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER 200
MAY 2016

President’s Report
Annual General Meeting
Library News
Clock Tower News

SAARRG Conference
A Day Out With SAHAAS
World War One Publication
New Museum Project Update

Ryders Seed Advertisement published 12 February 1916
Courtesy of St Albans Museums

Included in this issue:



www.stalbanshistory.org           SAHAAS NEWSLETTER 200              Page 2

Editor’s note 2
President’s Message 3
Constitution 4
Annual General Meeting 4
Members of Council  5
Archaeology Group - New leader sought 5
Library Report  6
Library Acquisitions 8
Recent Journal Articles 9
St Albans History Information Point 10
New Members 11
New Museum and Galleries Report 12
Latest on First World War Book St Albans Life on the Home Front 15
Home Front Report 15
St Albans and the Battle of the Somme 17
Clock Tower Report 19
150�� Anniversary of the Restoration of the Clock Tower  21
Visit to Highgate Cemetery and Kenwood House 23
Hertfordshire Association for Local History 26
St Albans Archaeological Research and Rescue Group Conference 27
Lecture Programme 29
Subscriptions 31
The SAHAAS Library has Moved 32

CONTENTS

Whilst every care has been taken in the preparation of this newsletter the publishers cannot be held responsible for
the accuracy of the information herein or any consequence arising from it

EDITOR’S NOTE

This is the 200�� edition of our Society Newsletter and I have been shown
a  copy of Newsletter No 1 dated August 1960, typed up and produced on
a hand cranked duplicating machine but none the less full of interest.
You can see this Newsletter in full colour on the Society website. Copies
of all previous editions are retained in the Society Library.

As always, I am pleased to receive contributions of up to 700 words and
photographs to consider for publication.  Please forward to me at
newsed@stalbanshistory.org or by post to
SAHAAS Newsletter Editor, 12 Church Crescent, St Albans, AL3 5JD.

John Humphreys
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Good news! On Monday April 11�� St
Albans planners passed, unanimously,
permission for the development of
the old museum site at Hatfield Road.
This means that building alterations
to the old Town Hall for the new
museum and gallery can begin, and
the housing planned for Hatfield Road
can also be started. Money from the
one will fund the other.

Contributions from the community
are still needed to complete the
project and SAHAAS will continue to
play its part. Our second Quiz Night at
Kingsbury Barn has sold out and will,
it is hoped, raise another £2,000 or so
to add to the £10,000 that we contrib-
uted last year. The Civic Society and
many other groups are organising
their own ways of donating money, as
are the Museums and Galleries Trust
and the Museum.  If we all pull
together, we will see this project
come to fruition, as we did with the
Odyssey. Two important buildings in
our heritage stock will have been safe-
guarded.

We continue to support efforts to
repair and protect the Roman wall in
Verulamium Park. It is now an offence
(a Heritage crime) to damage it and
members are asked to keep an eye
and report any breaches of the regu-

lations. Tim
B o a t s w a i n ,
Chairman of
the Civic Soci-
ety, is keeping
a close watch
on efforts to
protect the
wall and has also publicised this
concern through correspondence in
the local press.

The Library move from the old Town
Hall has been completed very success-
fully, thanks to the work of Donald
Munro, Tony Cooper and a very strong
library team. Our premises at
Sandridge Gate are spacious and have
great potential. Our room is next door
to a museum base thus facilitating
excellent communication between
the museum staff and us. Many
thanks are due to Museum Manager,
Kate Warren, and her staff for helping
so much with the move.

We await the publication by the
University of Hertfordshire of our First
World War Home Front book, now
due by late summer, and thank all
those who have contributed so much
skill, time and energy to its produc-
tion. We hope this will be followed by
other publications in the near future.

We are also hoping next spring to
have a series of seminars on historic
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gardens, run by Kate Harwood. Kate
has recently received a  top  national
award for her research and practical
involvement in projects in Hertford-
shire gardens and we look forward to
her involvement with us. (More
details will be included in the August
newsletter. Ed)

All this adds up to a very vital society,
which I feel very privileged to lead
and I thank all those who contribute
in so many different ways.

Good wishes,

Helen Bishop
President

The 2016 Annual General Meeting of
the Society will be held on Tuesday,
13th September at Verulamium
Museum – starting at 7.45 pm.      This
will be followed by a ‘wine and
cheese’ social evening.

On the opposite page is a list of  the
current members of the Society’s
Council – all of whom are willing to
stand again for the coming year.
Patricia Broad  is a new Council
member and is standing for election.

Bryan Hanlon
Secretary

CONSTITUTION

It is now ten years since the Society revised its constitution and your Council
believes it is time again to review and, if necessary, modify this in the light of
any changing circumstances etc.  If you have any thoughts on this subject, could
I please ask you to let me know?

In case you do not have our existing constitution immediately to hand, you can
find it on our website at:

http://www.stalbanshistory.org/category_id__81.aspx

Bryan Hanlon
Secretary

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
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 MEMBERS OF COUNCIL

Bryan Hanlon   Secretary
David Moore   Treasurer
Doreen Bratby    Lecture Secretary
Roy Bratby    Chairman, Programme Development Committee
Patricia Broad    Publications*
Mike Carey    Clock Tower (jointly)
John Cox    Publicity Officer
Maggy Douglas    Minutes Secretary
Roderick Douglas  Webmaster
Pat Howe    17�� Century Research Group
Caroline Howkins  Clock Tower (jointly)
John Humphreys   Newsletter Editor
Frank Iddiols   Technical Officer
Christine McDermott Representative, Herts Archaeology and History
Jonathan Mein   First World War Home Front Project
Roger Miles    Archaeology Group

 Donald Munro   Library
David Smith    Membership Secretary

* New Member of Council  standing for election

ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP - NEW LEADER SOUGHT

Having led the Archaeology Group for some 30 years, Roger Miles would
like to step down and pass the torch on to someone else. There have already
been some expressions of interest, but we are still ready to hear from
anyone else.

To discuss this, Roger may be contacted on 01727 865735
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LIBRARY REPORT

Library life in the past three months
has been focused on the Society’s
Library move from the Robing Room
in the old Town Hall to the new
premises in Unit 4 at 26 Sandridge
Gate. This was achieved in the weeks
before and after Easter.

The whole process went remarkably
smoothly thanks to the highly efficient
inputs of the Library regulars and
numerous volunteer helpers. Particu-
lar thanks are due to Tony Cooper
(planning) and Frank Iddiols (maps
and joinery); and the availability of

Caroline Howkins and Andy Lawrence
(van and joinery) was a godsend
enabling transporting the book cabi-
nets after they had been emptied, and
their re-erection at Sandridge Gate
before the books arrived. Rob Orchard
of the Tourist Office was enormously
accommodating and helpful, and Kate
Warren, the Museum Manager, has
been very supportive all along. Many
thanks indeed to everyone.

The books previously catalogued are
re-shelved and shelf order checked;
files are restored to cabinets; the
computer and photocopying equip-
ment is in place, as are the maps, etc.

Decision Time
Photo: Frank Iddiols

SAHAAS Library Move
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The Library re-opened to readers on
Wednesday 20 April.

The transition from the Town Hall has
gone extraordinarily well so far, and
everyone who has visited has been
impressed by the premises and is
optimistic about what can be achieved
at Sandridge Gate. With nearly double
the floor space (though the Museum
will use part of the room eventually),
and the acquisition of several
redundant St Albans and District
Council (SADC) filing and other cabi-
nets, obtained through the good
offices of Rob Orchard, we are able to
rationalise, better accommodate and
expand our existing material. We will
have room to house SAHAAS project
materials scattered in members'
homes and elsewhere – for example,
17th-century Group transcripts.

Much needing attention has come to
light in the course of the move, and
we have an extensive list of the
various tasks and projects (small and
large) that are part and parcel
of making our collections more
accessible and serviceable – these
include listing, indexing and catalogu-
ing various materials, minor repairs,
and generally maintaining the collec-
tions.

The Library Team would welcome the
help of members who may wish to
help us in this. There is already a body

that have helped in the move, and we
are contacting others from the
SAHAAS Survey carried out 18 months
ago. If any of our more recent
members are interested in joining us
in this please get in touch with
library@stalbanshistory.org. People
with experience of cataloguing or
listing slides, or of the Heritage Library
Management System would be partic-
ularly valuable, but in-house training
will be given to everyone. We are
holding a meeting with volunteers to
discuss allocating and taking these
tasks forward. We are also seeking
volunteers on Wednesday and Friday
mornings for an experimental City
Centre Historical Information Point in
Town Hall Chambers, French Row –
for further details see p.10.

By bringing SAHAAS materials
together immediately next to the
Museum’s collections, with our new
location’s real potential as a seminar
meeting room, we are taking a defi-
nite step towards the development of
a  local studies centre at Sandridge
Gate – a shared aspiration of the
Museums of St Albans and SAHAAS.
We are only at the very early stages
of planning this, however, and we
have much still to talk through in
detail with the Museum about the
range and nature of facilities desirable
and possible.
Many of you will have seen the
e-News regarding access to Sandridge
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Gate via Door 26. An entry phone is
being obtained, and visitors sign a
book to enter and leave the building.
Sandridge Gate is the building beyond
the re-cycling depot, at the far end of
Ronsons Way, Sandridge, off St Albans
Road, AL4 9XR. There is ample free car
parking in front of the building. For
pedestrians and bus travellers (Routes
657 and S8 are best for coinciding with
Library opening time) there are five or
six steps up from the St Albans Road
pavement to the entrance to the
Sandridge Gate complex.

If you wish to visit, but have difficulty
getting to the Library by car or public
transport, please contact us by email
library@stalbanshistory.org

Council has approved Tony Cooper's
suggestion that we have a ‘formal’
opening with invited guests in the not
too distant future – probably in June.
Quite apart from enabling us to thank
many supportive people and it will
help ‘launch’ and gain some publicity
for our new location.

We very much look forward to seeing
many of you regularly in what prom-
ises to be a much improved research
facility and small meeting room.

Donald Munro
Librarian

LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS

Two More 17th Century Maps

In the last Newsletter we highlighted
the recent purchase by the Library of
a copy of a 1637 map of the area
covered by most of what is now
Verulamium Park. At the time this was
the St Germain’s estate owned by Sir
Thomas Cotton. We have since
purchased from the Bodleian Library
a copy of a later map of the same,
albeit extended, estate. Perhaps sur-
veyed by local man Joseph Carter, this
map is titled The Farm called St
Germain’s in the parish of St Michael’s
… being part of the possessions of
Henry Killegrew Esq. surveyed in the
year of our Lord 1692. This map can
usefully be compared with the earlier
1637 version and also with Oliver’s
map of the town published in 1700
but probably surveyed around 1680.

Admiral Henry Killigrew had recently
moved into the area and in 1691
bought the St Julian’s estate on the
south side of Watling Street close to
St Stephen’s church. He had a varied
career in the Navy and was MP for St
Albans from 1705 to 1708. You can
find introductions to his life in the
Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography, The History of Parliament
1690-1715, and also two articles by
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Society member, Gerard McSweeney,
in Herts Past & Present.

Killigrew also commissioned a map of
his new St Julian’s estate and we have
purchased a copy of this from the
Bodleian as well; it illustrates his house
and gardens, St Stephen’s church and
sundry dwellings together with exten-
sive enclosures bisected by Watling
Street. Why he had these two maps
made is not clear. Social advancement?
To attract purchasers? Estate manage-
ment? All of these were reasons for
17th century    commissions although
the last seems the most likely.

Jonathan Mein

RECENT JOURNAL ARTICLES

In Current Archaeology, January 2016
pp 12-19. “Verulamium revealed:
sensing the city”, by Kris Lockyer. A
community-based geophysics project,
launched in 2013, has mapped the
whole of Verulamium Park, seeking
information on the lesser-known parts
of the Roman town, little explored in
earlier investigations. The survey  sug-
gests there are deposits which may be
parts of the town mancio, “a sort of
Roman motel,” and several new
pottery kilns were identified.

 In Herts Past and Present, Spring 2016
Pp 3-12  “Entrepreneurs and rebels:
Ware in the fourteenth century”, by
David Perman.  Drawing on medieval
documents such as property deeds and
court records, now available on the
internet, the author describes the char-
acter and trades of Ware. Some of the
citizens were involved in the Peasants’
Revolt, and were sued by John of
Gaunt, for sacking Hertford Castle and
the Savoy Palace.

Pp 16-19  “Robert the Mason and his
legacy: the Norman craftsman who
rebuilt St Albans Abbey church”, by
Dorothy Preis.  Little detail of Robert’s
life is known, but the remaining parts
of the Norman Cathedral contain  fea-
tures attributed to him, and which
testify to his skill as a craftsman.

Pp 20-24  “Benn’s Club of Aldermen”,
by Kathryn Shreeve.  William Benn was
the son of a Puckeridge grocer who
became Lord Mayor of London.
“Benn’s Club of Aldermen” is a group
portrait of seven Georgian gentlemen,
all of whom were, curiously, Jacobites.
The story of Benn’s social advance-
ment is told.

Pp 25-29  “Vincent van Gogh’s sister in
Welwyn: the mystery of where    Anna
lived – Ivy Cottage or Rose Cottage?”,
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by Tony Rook.  An attempt to identify
the house in which Anna van Gogh
lived during her time in Welwyn,
1874-1876.

Tony Cooper

ST ALBANS HISTORY
INFORMATION POINT

We are seeking volunteers to help
man a room the Society has been
offered in Town Hall Chambers –
35 Market Place, AL3 5DL – for an
experimental ‘city centre St Albans
history information point’ and which
would be open Wednesday and Friday
mornings.

This is conceived as some compen-
sation for the loss of the Museum of
St Albans in Hatfield Road, the closure
of the old Town Hall, and move of the
Tourist Information Office to the
Alban Arena, whilst the refurbishment
as the new Museum for St Albans
takes place over the next few years.

The notion is that this would provide
a first stop enquiry point where
visitors and interested people would
be directed to points of interest in
St Albans, and to Sandridge Gate,
Verulamium Museum, the Cathedral
or wherever else might suit their
enquiry.

We are hoping that amongst you, the
membership, there may be people
with good knowledge of and interest
in St Albans - possibly (former) guides,
or Clockateers? – with an hour or two
to spare Wednesday or Friday
morning to join a rota to be available
at this experimental facility. The room
would be furnished with a computer,
desk, chairs and a couple of shelves
of St Albans and District reference
material.

The library team are fully occupied at
present in Sandridge Gate, which is
why the net must be cast more widely.
We are optimistic that there will be
several of you willing to participate,
and we do think this a worthwhile
‘public face of SAHAAS’ initiative and
at least worth a trial.

If you think you could help us with this
exercise, please contact Helen Bishop
by email at:

chair@stalbanshistory.org

or Donald Munro at:

library@stalbanshistory.org

Donald Munro
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Tickets are now sold out but a short waiting list for cancellations has
been opened if anyone would like to add their name.

Contact Val Argue at: events@stalbanshistory.org

NEW MEMBERS

The Society welcomes the following new members:

Ms Wendy Banfield,  Berkhamsted
Mrs Irene Patricia Barber, Sandridge, St Albans
Ms Barbara Beal, London Colney, St Albans
David M E Evans, Park Street, St Albans
Mr Donald Gibbons, St Albans
Mrs Katherine Hibbert, St Albans
Mr Andrew Lucas, St Albans
Mrs Susan O’Leary, St Albans
Mr Michael Payne, London, NW6
Mr Jack Sudds, Watford
Mrs Elizabeth Swinscoe, Harpenden
Mr Anthony Withell, Rickmansworth

David Smith
Membership Secretary
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St Albans and District Council (SADC)
convened a meeting of the New
Museum and Galleries Advisory
Group.  on 21�� of April last. This
group, consisting of: representatives
of the Council; the Museums and
Galleries Trust; the St Albans Muse-
ums; Herts University (Arts); St Albans
Cathedral; St Albans Civic Society;
Battlefield Trust; Hertfordshire Asso-
ciation of Architects, and ourselves,
has been active since it was formed in
2012 –   and before that its genesis
was  the Campaign for a New Museum
formed in June 2008 and of which the
majority of founder members were
also members of SAHAAS.

It has been a hard and long haul.  At
the meeting we were advised that as
the project had now entered the con-
struction and collections phase it was
no longer the intention of the SADC to
consult with the Advisory Group on a
regular programme. In future contacts
would be on an ad hoc and individual
basis when special advice would be
sought. However, the Group will be
contacted again when key milestones
are on site: such as  starting to dig the
basement or finishing the painting.

There were three excellent briefings:
The New Museum and Galleries
Programme Manager (Tom Hallam);
the NMG Community Partnerships
Manager (Emma Edgell); and the St
Albans Museums Audience Develop-
ment Manager (Catherine Newley). All
speakers emphasised appreciation for
the support given by individual group
members and the organisations they
represent, both during the project’s
Heritage Lottery funding stage and
now the fund raising and public
awareness stage and is an important
key to the success of the project.

Since the award of lottery funding in
November 2015, SADC has been
engaged with planners and contract-
ors for the design and build of the new
museum and galleries which should
be completed by the end of 2017.  The
old museum in Hatfield Road has been
emptied and closed and the contents
moved to temporary accommodation;
the updating of the inventory of held
artefacts and objects has continued;
the SAHAAS library is now established
in its new accommodation; pro-
grammes of exhibitions and events
have been planned – including a “Talk-
ing Buildings” project with which
some of our members are involved,
recording sound tracks narrating the
history of some of St Albans’ individ-

NEW MUSEUM AND GALLERIES
REPORT
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ual and interesting buildings, and will
take place throughout the period
between now and when the new
Museum and Galleries opens its doors
in late 2017/18.  Hoardings will be
placed around the old Town Hall in
July 2016 and construction of the new
basement and roof-top glass   galleries
will begin, as well as  the complete
refurbishment of the interior.

So we’re moving forward!  However
individual members of the Advisory
Group will stand by to provide
constructive advice, and sometimes
criticism, both regarding the build and
in future the exhibits and events and
will keep our membership informed.

John Humphreys

Artist Impression of the New Museum and Galleries at dusk
                                                 Image courtesy of John McAslan and Partners
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Front cover of the Home Front book
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LATEST ON
FIRST WORLD WAR BOOK

We are delighted to report that the
process of preparing St Albans: Life
on the Home Front, 1914-1918 for
publication this September is on
schedule. By the time you read this,
the pages will be typeset and we will
be putting the finishing touches to
the index.

You can find full details of the book on
the Society’s website by linking from
the ‘First World War Home Front
Research’ button on the home page.
The ‘printed’ book will retail for
£18.99 but the publishers are making
copies available to SAHAAS members
at a substantial discount. However,
due to the highly competitive nature
of the book trade, it may be that you
will be able to buy cheaper copies
elsewhere. Kindle and e-publication
versions of the book will also be avail-
able in September with pricing to be
announced then.

HOME FRONT REPORT
In the previous issue of the newsletter
we reported on how the war affected
E. Day & Co, a St Albans straw-hat

manufacturing company featured in
the book. In this issue we focus on
another family business, Edwin Lee
and Sons.  Its three-storey boot and
shoe factory once stood in   Grosvenor
Road, where the glass walled Ziggurat
House currently stands. By June/July
1916, 52 of the firm’s employees had
joined up. With the labour force
reduced by around a fifth, Lees was
actively engaged in trying to retain key
workers through the tribunal process.

Many trades were necessary to the
war effort, including some shoe-
making jobs.    The government pub-
lished lists of what were known as
‘certified occupations’, entitling men
working in such roles to apply for
exemption from conscription. Thirty-
one Lees men went before the St
Albans City Military Service Tribunal
between 1916 and 1918 to apply for
exemption to military service. Just
four men, all clickers, accounted for
36 out of a total of 96 hearings
involving Lees employees. Clickers
were the skilled cutters of the hides
used for boot and shoe uppers,
a process that was largely unmechan-
ised at that time. The factory was laid
out to make 5,000 pairs of
shoes/boots a week but production



www.stalbanshistory.org           SAHAAS NEWSLETTER 200              Page 16

was down to just 4,000 because of
the shortage of skilled labour.

At a tribunal hearing, Edwin Lee, who
ran the business with three of his
sons, stated that his annual wage bill
was £12,000 – an economic benefit
to the City he argued. He also claimed
that the firm had had to refuse a
great many export orders from
France because of shortage of hands
and that some machines, on some of
which they were paying heavy royal-
ties, were not being used for want of
labour.

Edwin Lee was anxious to ensure that
the home market for women and
children’s shoes was maintained to
meet demand and ensure a viable
business after the war.

Although Lees did not produce mili-
tary footwear, by 1918 it was turning
out 5,500 ‘wartime civilian boots’ a
month. These were made to standard
specifications and distributed at con-
trolled prices with agreed profit mar-
gins, at a time when most raw
materials were in very short supply
because of the German blockade.

The family and the business survived
the First World War and the Second
but closed in the early 1950s. There is
a memorial to Lees’ employees killed
in the 1914-1918 conflict, embedded
in the wall to the right of the entrance
to Ziggurat House. It has to be hoped
that this memorial will be carefully
preserved as the proposed change of
use of the building goes ahead.

Sue Mann, Anne Wares and Jon Mein

Edwin Lee & Sons factory in
Grosvenor Road c.1914
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ST ALBANS AND THE BATTLE OF
THE SOMME

This year sees the centenary of the
Battle of the Somme where eighty-
seven men commemorated in St
Albans lost their lives

The first day, 1st July, with nearly
58,000 casualties including 19,000
killed, was the bloodiest day in the
history of the British Army. Eight St
Albans men were killed, five of them
fighting in the 7th Bedfordshire Regi-
ment. Edward Atkins (The Camp),
Joseph Bateman (London Road),
George Brett (Royston Road), Albert
Coleman (Victoria Street) and Leonard
Stokes (Alexandra Road) went over
the top at Carnoy, taking part in the
18th Division’s attack on Montauban.
John Francis (Grosvenor Road), with
the 3rd Royal Fusiliers, died in the
‘diversionary’ attack on Gommecourt
at the northern end of the line
of attack. The first day is usually
thought of as an unmitigated disaster,
and while this is undoubtedly true of
the northern part of the battle,
the attacks in the south, including
those of the 7th Bedfords, actually
achieved all of their objectives,
capturing German positions and many
prisoners.

The city’s losses continued through-
out the summer and autumn, with
men losing their lives in ones and twos
in almost every action of the battle.
Three men from 2nd Bedfords: Arthur
Bland (King Harry Lane), Joseph
Peacock (Fishpool Street) and Percy
Pope (Sopwell Lane) were killed in an
attack on Trones Wood on 11 July.
Many more soldiers would die in
other fiercely contested woods on the
battlefield. The 47th (London) Division
had been mobilized to the city on the
outbreak of war, moving to France in
March 1915. Many of its Territorial
Army soldiers had made firm friend-
ships during their months training in
Hertfordshire, and their losses at High
and Delville Woods were keenly felt
in the city.

Almost as bad as the first day, five
men were killed at the start of the
Battle of Le Transloy on 12�� October.
Archibald Bond (Liverpool Road),
Robert Quint (New Dalton Street)
and Harry Roberts (Cavendish Road),
with the 1st Herts, and William
Bennett (Cambridge Road) and
Thomas King (Burston Cottages) with
the 2nd Bedfords.

The battle raged on into the icy
weather of November. On the 13th,
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another four men, with 4th Bedfords,
were killed at the Battle of the Ancre.
Lieutenant Richard Boys (St Peter’s
Street) had volunteered as a private
in the Artists’ Rifles in August 1914,
was commissioned in 1915, and died
leading his company attacking Beau-
mont Hamel.

The wet and cold finally forced a halt,
and the Battle was officially recorded
as ending on 18 November. It was also
the last day for Samuel Devon (Hat-
field Road), 8th North Staffs, and
Robert Gibson (Albert Street), 17th
Highland Light Infantry.

The Somme became synonymous with
failure, but condemning the battle by
comparing ground taken versus casu-
alties suffered misses the point. War
is about degrading the enemy's ability
to fight, and in that, the battle was a
victory. The British Army that
emerged was very different to the
fresh new battalions of Kitchener’s
volunteers. They were experienced
and battle hardened and had devel-
oped into a highly effective fighting
force. The Germans lost similar num-
bers, but these included many experi-
enced junior officers and NCOs upon
whom they relied for battlefield lead-
ership. A senior German staff officer
later said “the Somme was the muddy

grave of the German field army and of
the faith in the infallibility of German
leadership.” One side began to feel it
could lose, the other that it could win.
Perhaps the most telling comment
came from a St Albans soldier: "Before
the Somme, we always heard the
Germans singing in their trenches.
After the Somme, we never heard
them singing."

Of the eighty-seven men lost from St
Albans, forty-four have no known
grave and are commemorated on the
imposing Thiepval Memorial. The war
was to go on for another two years,
and the saddest day for St Albans was
yet to come.

Gareth Hughes

Lest we forget.
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CLOCK TOWER REPORT

The Verulamium Museum proved
again to be an excellent venue for the
annual Clockateers’ Party on Friday,
4�� March.  After being introduced by
the Civic Society’s Chairman, Tim
Boatswain, Deputy Mayor, Councillor
Gill Clark, gave a short address and
then drew the winning names for the
Prize Draw. Twenty-five pounds
Marks and Spencer gift cards were
sent to the lucky winners, Peter
Lawrence and Alice Devlin.

The Clock Tower
was opened early
on Palm Sunday to
celebrate the
Abbey’s Eucharist
and the Blessing of
Palms’ procession
and service. Harry
the donkey made a
return visit and was
joined by a small
crowd of people
under the tree by

the Clock Tower for prayers. One of
the children, Ben Edwards (aged 10),
was chosen to ring the old market bell
in the Clock Tower in celebration,
which he did enthusiastically.

Cllr Gill Clark officially opened the
Clock Tower on Good Friday, 25��
March, for the summer season. She
kindly posed for photos by the main
entrance door of the Clock Tower with
a 6½ lb, iron ceremonial key – a replica
of the Victorian key held at the
Verulamium Museum.

The Deputy Mayor then climbed the
93 steps to the tower’s roof to enjoy
the magnificent views of the city and
was accompanied by Mike Carey and
Caroline Howkins (Joint SAHAAS Clock
Tower co-ordinators), Tim Boatswain
(chairman of the St Albans Civic



www.stalbanshistory.org           SAHAAS NEWSLETTER 200              Page 20

Society) and Jill Singer (Clock Tower
co-ordinator for the Civic Society).

The Deputy Mayor also launched the
new display, housed on the first floor,
detailing the restoration of the tower
designed by George Gilbert Scott in
1866.

The Clock Tower will be welcoming a
number of Brownie packs over the
summer term as they aim to complete
their “St Albans Challenge” Badge by
visiting the Clock Tower and climbing
the 93 steps to the top.

Mike Carey is currently liasing with the
Trestle Arts Theatre in order to find
someone to read adult, Clock Tower
and local history stories in the Clock
Tower over the Literary Festival
weekend of 9/10�� July.

The administration rights to the Clock
Tower Facebook page have been
transferred from the University of
Hertfordshire student, who set it up
a couple of years ago, to Andy
Lawrence, on behalf of SAHAAS and
the Civic Society. Andy has thoroughly
overhauled the page and will update
it regularly with the events and
activities of the Clock Tower.

We are always looking for new volun-
teers to join the roster of Clockateers.
Manning the Clock Tower for one of
the sessions over Saturday or Sunday
with another Clockateer is a fun and
interesting way to meet new people
and talk to the diverse range of tour-
ists who visit our city. If you would like
to volunteer, please do contact Mike
Carey or Caroline Howkins (via email:
clocktower@stalbanshistory.org).

As always, Mike and I would like to
thank all the Clockateers for giving
their time to keep the Clock Tower
open for the public to enjoy.

Caroline Howkins & Mike Carey

all photos courtesy of Andy Lawrence
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150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
RESTORATION OF THE
CLOCK TOWER

From the 25�� March until the 25��
September 2016 there is a fascinating
display on the 1�� Floor of the Clock
Tower detailing the 1866 restoration
of the Clock Tower.

Built in 1405, the Clock Tower has had
many alterations and repairs over its
611-year life and even     survived an
attempt to demolish it in the early
18�� century. But the most compre-
hensive and professional    renovation
that has been documented is the
major restoration in 1866 when the
Tower was completely overhauled.
George Gilbert Scott was the archi-
tect responsible for the restoration
plans and designs. He was a most
prolific architect believed to have
been    responsible for designing,
altering or restoring over eight
hundred buildings – including the
hotel at St Pancras Station, the Albert
Memorial and the restoration designs
for St Albans Abbey.

The restoration was extensive and
included replacing all eight windows ,
the facing flint re-pointed, all the cor-
ner quoin edging renewed with Bath
stone, building a parapet on the top
of the Clock Tower along with a turret

surmounted by a weathervane, a
replacement clock  installed and a
new railing placed around the base.
The display provides a chronological
framework of this extensive restora-
tion.

Although Scott had done a very com-
prehensive and professional job and
the Clock Tower was now in a safer
and more functional state, it had,
according to some lost some of its
charm.

During the official opening of the
Clock Tower, on Good Friday, Deputy
Mayor, Cllr Gill Clark stopped to look
at the 150�� Anniversary Display and
viewed a selection of St Alban photos
through a stereoscope, which is avail-
able for visitors to use whilst the
display is on show over the summer.

 Mike Cary and Caroline Howkins

Photo courtesy of Andy Lawrence



www.stalbanshistory.org           SAHAAS NEWSLETTER 200              Page 22

S����� ���� H������� ��� K������

Group guide (Stephen Sowerby)
pointing out the symbolism

incorporated into  grave
architecture.

The Egyptian Avenue  said   to
be the favourite area in  the

cemetery of Sir John Betjeman
and John Galsworthy

SAHAAS Visitors assemble at Kenwood House

Photo: Frank Iddiols

Photos: John Humphreys
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VISIT TO HIGHGATE CEMETERY
AND KENWOOD HOUSE

Until the 19�� century most burials had
taken place in Anglican churchyards, but
by the 1820s these had become so
overcrowded and unsanitary that  a new
solution had to be found.  In the 1830s
and early 1840s eight private
cemeteries were created around
London and Highgate was one of these.
Today, Highgate is the only one owned
and operated by a charity and draws
visitors from around the world.  The first
part of our day trip on 28 April,
organised by Pat Howe, was to Highgate.

Highgate cemetery is made up of two
parts, the West and the East bisected
by a busy road.  The West is the original
burial ground and we entered it through
a grand Tudor Gothic style entrance
which led us to the Anglican chapel, its
interior beautifully restored and the
building listed by English Heritage in
1972.  Our guides showed us the access
to a lift installed for those who were to
be buried in the East Cemetery across
the road as the road itself was not
consecrated ground.  The dead having
entered the church and therefore
consecrated ground could not leave it
and so coffins were placed on the lift in
the chapel, disappeared from view and
reappeared in the East Cemetery having

been transported by tunnel under the
road – apparently a good selling point
for the commercial owners of the
cemetery!

Outside the chapel is a wide courtyard
and at the rear The Colonnade made up
of 15 arches and divided by a stair
leading up to the actual cemetery.  Our
guide pointed out that we were moving
from the land of the living to the land of
the dead.

The cemetery was originally open
country with views over London with
some planting but after years of
neglect, vandalism and even grave
robbers, trees and shrubs have grown
up and the cemetery is now a dense
woodland.  We followed our guide
along winding paths and he pointed out
that the original rules of the cemetery
demanded that graves purchased within
20 feet of a pathway had to be marked
with a monument, whereas simpler,
smaller gravestones were allowed at
greater distances. Behind the
headstones are the graves of the poor
which may have incorporated a
wooden cross but now are mostly
unmarked.  We were told that less
well-off people in the Victorian age
often invested in a funeral savings club
to pay for a ‘good funeral’.
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Apart from the many graves packed into
the area there are some large and
impressive mausoleums, the most
notable being the Beer mausoleum,
which is, perhaps, the largest private
memorial in London.

Paths lead to catacombs, which
incorporate recesses in the walls each
designed to hold one coffin and sealed
with an inscribed slab or small glass
inspection window. As an example, the
Terrace Catacombs has 825 recesses
and although dark, with the aid of a
torch and some natural light through
ceiling windows, the coffins could be
seen.

Time was short, there was so much to
see and our guide took time to point out
some graves and monuments of
exceptional interest and finally led us
across the road to the East Cemetery to
the  grave of Karl Marx  – said to be  “the
most famous grave at Highgate”.

Both the cemeteries are still in use and
we noticed new graves for
contemporary people such as Alexander
Litvinenko, the Russian poisoned by
radiation, and the writer, Beryl
Bainbridge, to name but two.

Back on the coach and to Kenwood, the
weekend residence of the Earls of
Mansfield until 1910 when it was

bought by Edward Cecil Guinness, 1��
Earl of Iveagh, and became home to
part of his collection of paintings.
Unfortunately, before the sale, the 6��
Earl of Mansfield auctioned off much of
the contents but later some were
recovered including pieces from the
White House in Washington DC.  The
house is now in the care of English
Heritage and has recently been
restored.

Entering the house through the 1760
Robert Adam portico we were greeted
by our guides in the Entrance Hall which
we were told was redesigned by Robert
Adam around 1773 and used as a formal
dining room.

Climbing the Great Stairs, we were
taken to the Upper Hall which has seen
many changes of use over the years.  It
was an additional reception room for
the Mansfields’ close friends and has
also been referred to as the ‘billiard
room’, the ‘North drawing room’ and
the ‘Chinese room’.  There are many
paintings both in this room and in the
adjoining room including works from
the Suffolk collection which were gifted
to the Nation in 1974.  A fragment of
chinoiserie wallpaper, incorporating
birds, butterflies and flowers still
survives from the Adam chinoiserie
style remodelling.
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Back to the ground floor and through
other rooms, such as the Music Room,
which houses a small organ and a piano,
On the walls are some of the most
famous paintings from the Iveagh
collection, including works by
Gainsborough, Reynolds, Romney and
Hoppner.  On the way to the Library we
saw the impressive painting of the
cousins Dido Belle and Lady Elizabeth
Murray.  Dido (1761-1804) was the
mixed race illegitimate daughter of a
nephew of the first Earl of Mansfield
and an enslaved African.  Dido grew up
in Lord Mansfield’s household and
occupied a position above that of a
servant but below the gentry.  The story
of this unlikely adoption has recently
been made into the film Belle.

On to the impressive Library, which has
been the subject of major restoration.
The room was designed to be used as
both a library and a room for receiving
company.  The unusual shape of the
room – a double cube with semi-circular
apses and a coved ceiling – was inspired
by Adam’s interest in antiquity and by
his travels in Italy.  The ceiling in
particular, “in the form and style of
those of the ancients” is one of Adam’s
neoclassical interiors.

Finally, our last stop, the Service Wing
which, we were told, contains over 60

rooms. We  were interested to hear that
formal meals in the house usually
consisted of three courses; however,
each course could incorporate many
dishes.  Each dish would have to be
taken from the kitchen, outside, then
back into the house and up the stairs to
the dining room.  All the food for a
course would be laid on the table and
for the first course guests had to wait
while the host served each guest with
soup.  It is unlikely that the food
retained any heat at all!  One anecdote
that we heard from our guide was that
one guest had written to the Mansfields
thanking them for the hospitality but
complaining that ‘there was not enough
food’, and another asking that she be
“given a warmer room the next time she
visited”.

There is just not enough room in this
newsletter to describe the many things
we saw on this trip but I would
recommend a visit to both Highgate and
Kenwood when you could allow much
more time to absorb the many
interesting things.  However, be aware
that visits to the East Cemetery are only
by guided tours.

As always, we are grateful to Pat for
arranging such an interesting day,

John Humphreys
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HALH

Since 1949 there has been a county-
wide local history organisation –
Hertfordshire Association for Local
History (HALH). The organisation pro-
duces a twice-yearly journal Herts
Past and Present and holds three
events each year.

In the first or second week of Novem-
ber a Local History Symposium is
organised – each year in a different
place. This year it will be organised by
the Barnet Local History Society
on the subject of ‘Battles’. Glenn
Foard, of the University of Hudders-
field and the Battlefields Trust has
been conducting research of the
specific location of the Battle of
Barnet, 1471. Other contributors will
talk about other battles in Hertford-
shire.

Each summer a Garden Party is held –
in July 2015 a group of about 45
members visited Chenies Manor, for-
merly the home of the Dukes of Bed-
ford.

Each Spring the HALH Annual General
Meeting is held and concludes with
the ‘Lionel Munby Lecture’, given by
an established local historian.

Lionel Munby was an extra-mural
lecturer attached to the University of
Cambridge. In the period 1950-1990
he ran courses  helping  local   people
to use original archival material
found in record offices. Lionel was
the inspiration for the formation of a
number of new societies in Hertford-
shire. At one time he was President of
HALH and the meeting room at Hert-
fordshire Archives at Hertford is
named the Lionel Munby Room.

In March and October each year the
journal Herts Past and Present,  edited
by Ruth Jeavons (Wheathampstead
Historical Society) and Philip Sheail
(Hertford and Ware   Local History
Society),  is distributed to members of
HALH as part of their subscription,
currently £12 per annum.

Included in each issue is a four-page
inset which provides news of HALH
events organised by Hertfordshire
Archives and Local Studies and news
from Hertfordshire museums – large
and small. The final page provides a
booking form for the next event.

For further information see the HALH
website at  www.halh.org.uk.

John Cox
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SAARRG CONFERENCE

A���������� �� ��� ������ S� A�����, P��� ���
P������.

1�� October, 2016, 10 am to 4.30 pm
Verulamium Museum, St Albans

http://www.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/verulamium/

In 1966 members of the St Albans and Hertfordshire Architectural and
Archaeological Society and pupils from local schools established the St
Albans Archaeological Research and Rescue Group under the direction of
Verulamium Museum’s conservator, Vagn Christophers. This conference,
which marks the 50�� anniversary of the formation of the group, will look
at some of its achievements, 1966-1972, and place that work in the context
of recent research. The Conference is being organised by former members
of the group with the co-operation of the Society.

For more background to the group see the SAHAAS web site:
http://www.stalbanshistory.org/page/the_st_albans_archaeological_res
cue_and_research_group_saarrg_1966-72

Saxon Hoard uncovered
by members of SAARRG in
Abbey Orchard over
several weeks in 1968.
(45 pennies and one half
penny) dated AD 880
890)
In the photo:
Roger Hilton
Vagn Christophers
Phylis Kemble
Michael FreemanPhoto: Courtesy Herts Advertiser
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P�������� - 1�� O������ 2016

10 am Arrival

Chair: Geoff Summers MBE
(Retired Professor of Archaeology
at the Middle East Technical Uni-
versity in Ankara)

10.15 Introduction by Geoff
Summers

10.30 Excavations in St  Albans,
1966-1972: Alison Turner-Rugg
B.A., former Special Projects
Officer at Verulamium Museum

11.15 Refreshments

11.30 The group  organisation, the
Brett Centre and relationship with
the St Albans and Herts Architec-
tural and Archaeological Society:
Michael Rhodes PhD (Director of
Sutherland Rhodes)

11.45 Recent research on the mon-
astery Gardens and the Abbey
Orchard Excavation: Sally Pearson,
followed by the showing of a film
about the Abbey Orchard Excava-
tion, 1968

12.30 King Harry Lane excavations:
Michael Freeman MBE (Honorary
Research Fellow, National Museum
of Wales)

1.00 Lunch (sandwiches provided)

2.00 The Research Group’s     exca-
vations in the light of recent work:
Dr Isobel Thompson

2.40 Verulamium Museum excava-
tions:
Dr Rosalind Niblett / Simon West

3.20 Prospects for archaeology
locally: Kris Lockyear PhD FSA
Senior Lecturer at the Institute of
Archaeology, UCL and current
Director of Welwyn Archaeological
Society

4.00 Questions/discussion

4.30 End

Fee: £10 (£7 for concessions) to
include refreshments, and    sand-
wiches at lunchtime.

An application form is available on
the SAHAAS web site or please
e-mail or write to Michael Freeman,
9 Primrose Hill, Llanbadarn Fawr,
Aberystwyth, SY23 3SE
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LECTURE PROGRAMME

The lecture on Tuesday 10 May has
changed and will now be:-

Tuesday 10 May 2016
Beaumonts – A Story of two Manors
Mike Neighbour

Beaumonts – a story of two manors is
the account of an estate owned by the
Monastery and the nuns of St Mary de
Pre, and it can probably plot a similar
history to many other manors in the
district.  Following the Dissolution it
had remained in the same family until
finally sold after the death of Thomas
Kinder in 1881.  It could be called a
careless manor, in that its records
have been lost both by conflagration
and by frequent government re-
organisation.  Finally, relatively few
people today are aware of where, as
a structure, the manor was located.

Albanian Mike Neighbour spent nearly
half of his life in St Alban – having
been born here and brought up on the
Beaumonts Estate before the days of
made up roads and street lighting.  He
was educated at Fleetville, Beaumont
and Marshalswick schools and was a
member of Trinity church.

Now retired, Mike's career was spent
teaching in many of the county's
schools, both secondary and primary.
Having a close and detailed attach-
ment to the eastern districts of St
Albans, he began to explore the
history which pre-dated his parents'
recollections.  He has written two
books under the banner St Albans’
Own East End, and he continues to
search more of the undiscovered story
of the eastern districts.

Friday 20 May 2016
Pompeii and Herculaneum –
Their Life and Death
Dr Paul Roberts

In AD 79, in southern Italy at the very
heart of the Roman Empire, a cata-
strophic eruption of Mount Vesuvius
destroyed and buried Pompeii and
Herculaneum.   But this disaster
created an archaeologist’s dream, a
time capsule of artefacts, buildings
and even people, suspended in time.
Public buildings, theatres, temples
and baths, and in a Roman house.
beautiful sculptures, mosaics and wall
paintings, jewellery, glass, wooden
furniture and even food were miracu-
lously preserved. Finally, we see the
sad remains of the people who lived
in this house, ordinary people just like
us.
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Having studied Classics at Cambridge
and Classical Archaeology at the
universities of Sheffield and Oxford,
Paul lived and studied for several years
in Italy.  He took part in excavations in
Libya, Turkey Greece and Italy, where
he was co-director of an excavation at
Forum Novum in the Sabine Hills above
Rome.  In 1994 Paul joined the Greek
and Roman Department of the British
Museum, becoming Senior Curator of
Roman art and archaeology in 2008.
He was involved in several exhibitions
and in 2013 he was curator of the

exhibition ‘Life and Death in Pompeii
and Herculaneum’. In 2015 he was
appointed Sackler Keeper of Antiqui-
ties at the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford
and is working on a new exhibition
‘Storms, War and Shipwrecks – Sicily
and the Sea’ the history of Sicily
through shipwreck finds, due to open
in June 2016.

Doreen and Roy Bratby

An evening out in
February 1849

Courtesy St Albans Museums collections



www.stalbanshistory.org           SAHAAS NEWSLETTER 200              Page 31

     SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions for the coming year June 2016 - May 2017 become due
on 1st June 2016

There has been no change and subscription rates  remain at:

Those already paying by direct debit need take no action as payment
will be collected automatically.  Anyone wanting to switch to this
method of payment please contact the Treasurer by e-mail for a direct
debit form by email at money@stalbanshistory.org

Payment can also be made by standing order to the Society’s bank
account or cheque or cash to the Membership Secretary by post:

SAHAAS Membership Secretary
Kestrel Lodge, 12 Sutton Mill Road, Potton, Sandy, Beds, SG19 2QB

David Smith
Membership Secretary

Individual members.      £15
The spouse or partner of a member
living at the same address     £7.50.
Children of a member and
under the age of 18.      Free.
Student in full-time further
or higher education      £7.50.
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THE SAHAAS LIBRARY HAS MOVED

J�� D���
For more information see Library Report on Page 6

Photo: Frank Iddiols

Photo: Frank Iddiols

SAHAAS Librarians and visitors in the old Town Hall


