
Firstly, best wishes for a very happy New Year, even if
it is snowing very heavily as I write!  The New Year
Party was as usual well attended and very enjoyable -
and I received a warm thank-you letter from the Mayor.
My grateful thanks go to Bryan Hanlon and Doreen
Bratby for all their hard work and to everyone who
contributed to the delicious food and drink.

Following the approval of the new Constitution, Peter
Jeffreys has prepared a splendid new Welcome Pack

for new members, which will make it much easier for them to find out more
about the Society they have joined. This will include the Constitution, latest
Newsletter, list of Council members, Clock Tower leaflet and list of current
publications, as well as details of our activities and contacts for them if more
details are required.

There were some excellent speakers during the autumn term, and the
programme for the rest of the year contains plenty of variety and interesting
topics. It has been good to hear A&A members speaking about their own
research. Warm congratulations to Kate Morris, for her award-winning research
and published leaflet on Snatchup Alley (see page 4)! 

Having been fascinated by the talk on the restoration of Windsor Castle after
the fire, I am delighted that Gill Charles has been able to arrange a visit to see
all those slides in real life!  This has proved as popular an outing as I hoped it
would, and the coach will be full. A report in our next issue.

I do hope someone will take up my plea in the last Newsletter that, as one of
the largest Hertfordshire societies, as well as the oldest, we should once again
be represented on the Committee of the Hertfordshire Association for Local
History. Please phone me if you are interested (01727 856250) and I will send
in a nomination. The Spring Meeting and AGM will be held at County Hall on
12th May, and the topic – as a tribute to Adrian Gibson – will be Hertfordshire
buildings. This year's Symposium at Woolmer Green covered a wide variety of
methods of recording the history of a local community. HALH is looking for new
speakers to add to their list, so perhaps some of our members will consider
taking their talks to other Societies, and the list could also provide our
programme secretaries with some new ideas! 

Hopefully, the next excitement will be the opening of our new library in the Town
Hall. And finally, have you volunteered yet for Clock Watching duty? If not, do it
now! 

Clare Ellis
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NE W M E M B E R S
We welcome those who have joined since our last issue:

ASC Ltd Milton Keynes
Mr & Mrs A Bishop Marshalswick, St Albans
Melissa Bullock Kimberley Road, St Albans
Carol Buss Chiswell Green, St Albans
Robert Calkin Verulam Road, St Albans
Scott Chalmers Newgate Close, St Albans
Linda Coney Derwent Road, Harpenden
Susan Hawkins and Albert Street, St Albans
Nicholas Churton 
Ailsa Herbert Blackthorn Close, St Albans
GR King Abbots Langley
Bridget A Maher Bardwell Road, St Albans
Jonathan Meine Ridgmont Road, St Albans
Mr & Mrs J Singer St Michaels, St Albans

SU B S C R I P T I O N S A N D

AG M

At the EGM of the Society held on 18 October
2006, the new constitution was adopted and
as a consequence the Society's financial year
was changed to run from 1st June to 31st
May. In addition, the members approved the
following level of annual subscriptions:

Individual member £12

Spouse or partner £6
of a member, living at the 
member's address

Children of a member £6
under the age of 18, living 
at the member's address

Students who provide £6
evidence that they are in 
full time further or higher 
education

Family membership £21

These new levels of subscriptions are
therefore due and payable on 1st June 2007.

Your Council has agreed to introduce direct
debits as the preferred method of paying
subscriptions. We are in the process of
setting up the required procedures.

A number of you pay by standing order and
it is your responsibility to change your
standing order to reflect the new level of
subscription. It would, however, be of
enormous help to the – voluntary –
administrative effort involved in the smooth
running of your Society if you changed your
payment method to direct debit. We will write
to you when the procedures are up and
running.

It would help even more if those of you who
pay by cheque, and on the odd occasion by
cash, to move forward to payment by direct
debit.

Turning to the AGM that for 2007 was
originally scheduled for 15th May, which is
nearly at the close of the shortened financial
period. The date has been more or less
dictated by the old rules, whilst the new
constitution provides for the AGM to be held
“as soon as practicable after the end of each
financial year”. Your Council have therefore
decided to postpone the 2007 AGM to
Tuesday 25th September to better reflect the
new financial period and to better reflect the
timetable of lectures.

John Thomson

AC C O U N T S F O R T H E Y E A R E N D E D

30 SE P T E M B E R 2 0 0 6

This newsletter contains the accounts for the year ended 30
September 2006 which were approved by Council at its meeting on
17 January 2007 and signed by the auditor on that date. The
accounts show a marked reduction in the surplus of income over
expenditure, down to £380 from £2,204 in 2005.

Income increased during the year by around £900, mainly due to the
increased donation from the clock tower, the 50% share of the
surplus from the HALH symposium, offset by the increased costs of
the parties for New Year and for new members.

Expenses however increased by around £2,700, nearly half of which
was depreciation on the library software. This cost, which arose
during the year, is being written off over a three year period and all
other assets have been written down to nil. In addition costs
increased over a broad number of areas, both series of lectures, the
library, printing and expenditure of groups. There was also a catch up
of room hire costs from the previous year.

The result is that the cash resources have decreased in the year by
around £6,200. A provision of £5,000 has been released back to the
general fund as there is no reason for it to be maintained, resulting in
the general fund standing at a healthy £22,800.

John Thomson

ST PE T E R'S S T R E E T T R E E S
Following discussion at a recent Friday meeting about the St Peter's
Street trees which are not to be replanted because  they would
obstruct the CCTV cameras, Clare reports that she wrote to Stuart
Walmsley, who forwarded her letter to Rupert Thacker. Rupert
phoned her and explained that the only trees not being replaced are
on the Marks & Spencer side of the road. All the donated trees
were on the Barclays Bank side, nearly all have already been
replaced and the remaining few will be planted shortly. He was very
sorry members were concerned and assured us that our tree has
already been replaced!



: 3 :

SAHAAS Newsletter No. 164                                                                                                                                 February 2007

CE L E B R AT I N G T H E N E W Y E A R

An excellent turn-out once again gathered at Verulamium
Museum in January to celebrate the new year, where
Society members were joined by the 'great and the good'
of St Albans.

Doreen Bratby marshalled the food volunteers and
provided a grand spread while Bryan Hanlon managed
the double as barman and chief quizmaster. That we are
both competitive and knowledgeable can be demonstrated
by the studious attention to the quiz papers in evidence in
our pictures.

Thanks as always to the organisers and volunteers.

Quiz results and the buffet table both produced an enthusiastic reaction

Far left, Bryan Hanlon behind the
mulled wine

Centre, the Mayor contributed to the
quiz

Right, conferring over some difficult
questions
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FRO M T H E ARC H A E O LO G Y GRO U P

RE N E WA B L E A RC H A E O LO G Y
FRO M T H E 1 7T H CE N T U RY PO P U L AT I O N

RE S E A RC H GRO U P

A PAW N B RO K E R TO R E M E M B E R
Sometimes, when reading a 17th century will, a long-
dead personality emerges vividly. Nicholas Whitworth, a
tailor of St Stephens parish in St Albans, who died in
1639, is one such person.

He seems to have had no children but he had clear ideas
on how he should be remembered. As well as being a
tailor he had evidently held garments in pawn for his
friends. Three men are forgiven the debts relating to
items in pawn. "I forgive unto John Savage ... the sum of
seven shillings and five pence which I lent him upon the
pawn of a petticoat and waistcoat. When I shall happen
to die then the petticoat and waistcoat to be freely
rendered and delivered unto him,"  Similarly, another man
was to be forgiven a debt of three shillings for pawn of
his coat and was to have his coat returned. A third man's
cloak was to be returned.

These three, with three other named beneficiaries were
the six men who at Nicholas' death "shall bear me to
Church". And to these six he bequeathed ... "to
every[one] of them a waistcoat to be made out of a piece
of linsey woolsey which I have reserved for that purpose".
Linsey woolsey was a fabric made from linen and wool.
In the 17th C clothing was not infrequently bequeathed in
wills, even, in one case "my second best hat".

Nicholas Whitworth also left modest bequests of five or
ten shillings to seven friends, five of them women, and to
the poor of Redbourne, St Stephen's parish and St
Peter's parish. It seems right that he should still be
remembered.

Sylvia Beare

Members may recollect an item in the local newspapers
last summer concerning a planning application for a wind
turbine installation, just outside Wheathampstead. The
location is not very far from our Amwell site and it was
logical to carry out a geo-physical survey to gain advance
warning of any archaeological features that might be
present. It is much preferred to know of such things
beforehand, rather than five minutes after the JCB starts
work with a deadline to meet. Colin Birss, the soon-to-be
proud owner of the renewable energy supply, is a
longstanding friend of the Group and thus we undertook a
resistivity survey encompassing the planned position of
the turbine and its underground cable.

Working conditions were most pleasant, on a flat, grass
meadow in balmy autumn weather over several Sundays -
and we found nothing. Historical evidence indicated that
there was little likelihood of anything other than
agricultural use in the past few hundred years, but short
of excavating, geo-physical survey was the only way of
predicting anything of an earlier date. So our time, while
apparently unproductive, was not wasted.

Returning to our Amwell site, a morning's work before
Christmas gave indications of a third building there, but
this will require confirmation.

The series of talks on the principles of archaeology, which
I proposed in the last news-letter, will be under way by the
time this one appears. There is no reason why the course
could not be repeated again in the not-too-distant future,
so anyone who missed out this time for whatever reason
will have a chance then.

Roger Miles
Leader, Archaeology Group

SNATC H I N G U P A N AWA R D
Kate Morris's project for the investigation and
regeneration of Snatch-up Alley has scooped an
award from the BBC History Magazine's History
Matters Awards 2006.

The citation read: “She researched the history of an
obscure and unnamed back lane in her home town St
Albans, and found out that it was recorded in the 19th
century as Snatch-up Alley. Her interest piqued, she
published a leaflet describing the history of the alley
from her research and went one step further by
persuading the council to reinstate street name plates
and acknowledge its historic significance. The
renaming ceremony in October 2006 attracted local
dignitaries and  received press coverage. The
originality of the project, and its  practical impact -
Snatchup Alley has been cleaned up and given better
lighting - attracted the judges' attention.”

Congratulations, Kate!

LI B R A RY L AT E S T
Our library will be able to move back into its new room in the
Old Town Hall at the beginning of March.

There is still a lot of work to be done before it can be opened
to all comers, but by Wednesday 4th April, just before Easter,
all should be running smoothly. However, it would be as well
to check before dropping in (ring Gill Harvey on 01727
853415) in the early days to be  absolutely certain. Library
team members are also usually at meetings, so you could
also get an update there.

It is intended that the library will be staffed on Wednesday
and Thursday mornings, between 10.00 and noon on a
regular basis once everything is back in place. We may also
be able to manage another morning too.

There are very exciting possibilities for the library service we
aim to offer to members and we do hope that the new libraray
will be used much more than it was in its old location.

Kate Morris



O B I T UA RY
NORMAN KENT, 1 9 1 5 - 2 0 0 6

Norman Kent, who died in December, was born and grew
up in SW London. As the result of winning a scholarship
to Emmanuel College, Cambridge, he acquired a PhD in
plant sciences, and also met his future wife, Margaret.
They were married in 1941.

He was proud to recall that while at Cambridge he was
part of the McCance/Widdowson research team who
carried out crucial work to help preserve the nation's
health in wartime. They had to eat the results of all their
experiments, and they concluded that  the best way to
avoid calcium deficiency was to add the right amount of
chalk to the National Loaf. The Government immediately
made this compulsory.

He came to St Albans in 1941 when he joined the
Research Association of British Flour Millers, then based
in Old London Road, and he stayed with that organisation
until he retired in 1980. His years of research there made
him an ideal person to write the definitive text book which
became known as Kent's Technology of Cereals. The first
edition was published in 1966, and the fourth in 1994.

While working as the Association's Information Officer, he
acquired considerable knowledge of publishing
techniques, which was of great value to the A&A when
he joined us in 1978. All the authors of the books
published by the Society in the 1980s and 1990s paid
tribute to Norman's kindness and expertise in helping
them to prepare for publication. He was also assiduous to
maintain regular supplies of the books to booksellers,
and some of them had to be reprinted several times.

Norman and Margaret were always keen to help in the
Society's affairs, as Clock Tower organisers and others
well know, and Norman gave several illustrated talks to
the Local History group about their overseas travels.

HIs funeral was held at St Albans Methodist Church,
where he is remembered as a preacher as well as a
member of the congregation. We too will remember him
with affection and gratitude, and regret that he is no
longer here to help with our literary efforts. Our thoughts
go out to Margaret and all the Kent family.

Brian Moody
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CLO C K TOW E R R E P O RT

The Clock Tower is currently undergoing considerable
refurbishment - from the ground floor upwards. Plans include
complete renovation of the ground floor room, with a new
counter; an audio-visual display on the first floor; improved
display boards in different rooms; access to the clock room to
allow visitors to see the mechanism and a panorama display
on the roof. These improvements will also allow more 'passing
places' on the stairs!  

Work began before Christmas and should be done in time for
the Easter opening. Some form of celebration is being planned
to mark the Clock Tower's 600th birthday! 2007 being as a
good a year as any to celebrate between 1403 and 1412.

Details of our weekends this year have yet to be fixed, but the
season will begin as usual on Easter Friday. The clockateers
party will be on Friday March 16th at St Michael's parish hall,
invitations will be sent out shortly. If you are interested in
helping in the Clock Tower, please get in touch.

Visitor numbers last year were lower than in 2005, with 5213
paying visitors, 4278 adults and 935 children. Heritage Open
Days were much quieter than in 2005, with just 305 adults and
70 children over 2 days. Ticket sales since 1994 are, on the
whole, fairly consistent - but why so few children last year?
Let's hope the new facilities will bring in visitors.

Jill Bennett
Clock Tower Co-ordinator, Tel/Fax: 01727 867685
29 Cornwall Rd, St Albans AL1 1SQ
E-mail: jill.bennett@waitrose.com

CLO C K TOW E R TI C K E T

SA L E S

Year Adults Children Total

1994 4113 1310 5423

1995 3882 1075 4957

1996 4640 1359 5999

1997 5089 1182 6203

1998 5089 1263 6352

1999 4870 1292 6162

2000 4501 1259 5760

2001 4986 1222 6288

2002 5365 1527 6892

2003 4466 1162 5682

2004 4305 1174 5479

2005 5041 1144 6185

2006 4278 935 5213



TU E S DAY L E C T U R E S
On 31st October our speaker was
Duane Parkin, who described his
Restoration of the 14th century
The Tabard, at 18 and 19 George
Street, which once comprised the
Antelope Inn. When stripped of their
modern shop fittings both buildings
were found to be in a dire state. After
consulting the Council Planning
Department and preservation
experts, and studying plans at the
library, Duane and his team began
work.

They cleared the little yard of debris
and a large tree and found a well.
No. 18 probably dates from 1330-40
and had an archway into the yard.
The story of dreadful work by
previous builders (without planning
permission), and the careful
restoration by Duane's team over two
years, using authentic materials and
methods, was heart-warming.

The results are two important
buildings, in one of St Albans' most
historic streets, in pristine condition
and ready to survive another few
hundred years.

On 7th November, Richard Harvey
gave a well-researched talk on
Bribery and Corruption: The
Unreformed Electoral System. In
the early days the Abbey controlled
elections until the 1558 Charter, when
two MPs were allocated to the
Borough. By 1619 householders were
allowed to vote. The 1882 Act
created new boroughs; elections
were always lively affairs and in the
18th century noblewomen such as
the Duchess of Marlborough and
Duchess of Devonshire (who actually
canvassed) took leading roles.
Women gradually increased their
political activities, culminating in full
voting rights in 1928.

Bribery was rife, St Albans being one
of the 'rotten boroughs', and, after the
notorious bribery hearing at the
courthouse in the mid 19th century,
lost the right to send its two MPs to
Parliament for some 30 years.

Richard skillfully guided his audience
through the many complications of
the subject and provided a most
interesting talk.

The following week Jean Peyton gave
a lecture on The Caen Connection:
Paul of Caen and St Albans Abbey.
Paul, born in Pavia, was a kinsman of
Archbishop Leofric of Canterbury.
Paul began as a monk at St Etienne,
Caen, and became our first Norman
abbot. When Langfranc rebuilt
Canterbury cathedral, Paul assisted
and then went on to oversee the
construction of the Norman Church of
St Alban, begin in 1077, becoming its
first abbot. The Abbey was the
largest of the four built in William I's
lifetime. Paul died in 1093 and was
buried in the chapter house. When
the modern chapter house was built
on the original site, Paul's remains
were reburied before the high altar.
Jean's lecture was enthralling and
displayed much scholarship and
research.

On 28th November Heather Falvey
lectured on The More, Cardinal
Wolsey's Palace at
Rickmansworth. Nothing remains of
this building, which stood under a
present-day school football pitch, and
not within the boundaries of Moor
Park. The Abbey was given the
ground by Offa; in the 14th century it
was owned by Henry Fleet. An early
brick and stone building was erected
and the site passed to Ralph Butler,
who sold it back to the Abbey in 1455
and, some time after 1460,
Archbishop Neville repaired the
house. Cardinal Wolsey, who was a
Bishop of St Albans, rebuilt the house
rather in the style of Hampton Court
and it, of course, went to Henry VIII
after Wolsey's fall. By 1937, only bits
of the house remained and these
disappeared in 1939.

Heather's lecture detailed the
fascinating history of the More and its
owners, and provided a most
interesting evening.

On 5th December Irene Cowan gave
a lecture on the work of the Society's
17th Century Population Research
Group. The Group has gathered a
most impressive collection of data on
St. Albans as it was over 300 years
ago. Population fluctuations were
affected by the availability of food,
particularly in winter, the death rate
being high in springtime.

There were periodic outbreaks of
epidemics such as bubonic plague,
and high infant mortality was
constant. Records reveal that the
town's population was just over 8000
in 1666, and was fairly stable up to
1680. By 1750 there had been a
sharp population rise, perhaps due to
increased mobility of incoming people
due to the coaching service.

The group's researches have been
published and added to the national
records. Irene and her fellow Group
members are to be congratulated on
their past and present researches.

Tuesday lectures recommenced after
Christmas on 16th January,when
Nicholas Maddox talked on Tales and
Myths of Mid-Herts. He recounted
the stories of witches and
highwaymen who frequented
Bramfield Forest. Witches included
Sally Rainbow and Sally Deers, one
of whom could turn herself into a
hare but was unfortunately shot whilst
in this form. One highwayman was
the dandy William Page, who made
good his escapes in a fashionable
phaeton until he was finally caught
and hung. Nicholas concluded a very
entertaining evening with amusing
anecdotes of the notorious Fox twins
who spent lifetimes poaching the
estates of mid-Herts magistrates and
land-owners until the death of the
surviving twin in 1926.

On January 30th our lecturer was
David Dean, who spoke about
Kingsbury Manor. He described the
beginnings of this community,
mentioned in the histories of the
Venerable Bede. A Saxon military
foundation of King's men, to provide
opposition to Danish raids, it was
situated near the Abbey with a
fortified tower and fishpond. The last
bastion of the settlement was
removed in the 12th century by
permission of King Stephen. David
traced the later history of the manor,
its boundaries, buildings and owners,
the geography illustrated by
fascinating old maps. David's talk was
very interesting and well researched,
about a site with rather mysterious
origins; perhaps even more
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continued on page 6



information will come to light in future
years.

On 6th February, Dr Peter Hurford
talked on Music in St Albans Abbey
1958-78: A Personal View. He
succeeded Peter Burton and was in
charge of all choral and organ music
at the Abbey. He was closely
involved in the acquisition and
installation of the new organ in 1960
and undertook a tour of namesake
towns, giving recitals to raise funds
for this very expensive project. Peter
worked on the planning of the first
International organ Festival in 1963.
The choir made its first recording in
1969. Apparently the Abbey acoustics
are particularly good, thanks to the
flat wooden ceiling in the nave. He
recalled an appearance in the Abbey

by the Dankworth band in a concert
of organ music and jazz. After 20
years of such valuable service to the
Abbey, Peter went on to a
distinguished music career, making
many recordings. His lecture was
illustrated with choral and organ
recordings which completed a notable
and very enjoyable evening.

On 13th February Kathleen and Brian
Moody gave a joint presentation on
the history of Holywell House, its
estate and gardens. Kathleen traced
the long history from the ownership of
the Abbey, acquisition from the King
by Ralph Rowlatt in 1543 after the
Dissolution, through various hands
until its ownership by the Jennings
family and via Sarah Jennings, to
John Churchill, later Duke and

Duchess of Marlborough. The
Marlboroughs enlarged the house,
made Holywell Hill bend away from
their house and laid out the garden in
the formal straight lines then
fashionable. It then remained in the
Spenser family for many years.

Brian described the later history of
the estate, which was gradually
developed by successive owners.
Torrington House, associated with the
Ormerod sisters, noted entomologists
of their day, was one of the fine
houses which appeared on the old
estate land. A network of small
residential roads was also built.
Kathleen and Brian's lecture traced
the tremendous 300-year history of
Holywell House in a most interesting
way and provided an informative and
enjoyable evening.
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I am writing to inform you of a recent
initiative to create a Special Interest
Group within the IFA devoted to
furthering the interest of the
'Avocational Archaeologist'. That is
basically people like you and me,
those who are not involved in
`professional` archaeology in the
sense that we don't do it for the
money we do it for the love of the
subject.

In order to form the group I need the
support of 15 members of any class
of the IFA; I already have 8 people
signed up and would like to fill the
ranks with true avocationals like
myself. The IFA rule for the
formation of groups is that you are
allowed to be a member of
WHATEVER class. Only the
Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer
have to be corporate members. We
are still looking for volunteers for the
posts of Secretary and Treasurer.

The formative group has strong
support within both the IFA and the
CBA and is seen as being an
important step in reinforcing the
relationship between`professional`

and `amateur` archaeology in the
21st Century.

I would therefore encourage any
current IFA members reading this to
sign up for the group by e-mailing
me, and also encourage your
members to become part of the IFA
at whatever grade they feel
comfortable. The IFA has two
grades of non-corporate membership
Student and Affiliate, for further
details visit the IFA website at
www.archaeologists.net.

I would welcome IFA members from
the academic, professional or `non-
commercial` sectors to sign up for
the new SIG. I think together not
only could we continue and expand
the long tradition of active fieldwork
by local groups but provide a training
ground for future `professional'
archaeologists.

If like me you have an active
avocational interest in archaeology,
then this is the way for us to have
our voice heard within the IFA.

Jeff Morris MA PIFA

AVO C AT I O NA L A RC H A E O LO G Y?
Bryan Hanlon has passed on this letter from the Institute of
Field Archaeologists. If you are interested please contact
the IFA directly

continued from page 6

ARC H A E O LO G Y

T R A I N I N G AT

BI R K B E C K
Birkbeck College of the University of
London is offering a fourth season of
week-long training excavations this
summer (June/July) in conjunction with
Syon Park and the Museum of London
Archaeology Service. Training will be
given by site staff and visiting
specialists.

There are five weekly courses,
Monday to Friday, based at Syon Park,
Brentford, Middlesex. They provide
practical training in archaeological
excavation and recording techniques,
initial finds processing and other
aspects of archaeological
investigation. No previous experience
is necessary. The course fee is £185
per week.

Attendance at the training is open to
new and current students and
members of archaeological societies.
It carries accreditation based on
student’s site work and records and an
essay.

If you are interested contact Bryan
Hanlon on 01727 851734 or visit
www.bbk.ac.uk/study/ce/
archaeology/courses.



Samuel Ryder was born in Preston
Lancashire on 24th March in 1858. He was
the son of a Manchester corn merchant and
was educated at Manchester University.
Ryder joined the family business and worked
for his father in Manchester. He came up with
the idea of selling penny seed packets to
gardeners – a plan his father had little time for
– so in 1895 he moved to St Albans in
Hertfordshire where he later established the
very successful Heath and Heather Seed
Company.

In the late 1890s he founded his seed
company, Ryder and Son, with the slogan 'All
seeds in penny packets from orchids to
mustard and cress'. As the business
flourished he provided much-needed employment to the
people of St Albans Aware of the poverty which he had
seen as a child, he was a pioneer of employment welfare.
Health, hygiene, pleasant working conditions and sick pay
were a few of the factors which made working for Mr
Ryder so special. There was mutual respect between
employer and employee.

By 1906 he had premises on Holywell Hill and employed
between 80 and 90 permanent staff; by 1922, 300 were
on the payroll.

The foundation of Samuel Ryder's life was his Christian
faith. He worshipped first at Spicer Street and later at
Trinity Congregationalist Church, donating money to its
building and supporting many other nonconformist causes.

He was mayor 1905/6. Unfortunately his health suffered
due to overwork and doctors prescribed fresh air and light
exercise as part of the cure. He was encouraged to take
up golf. Ryder at first spurned the idea as he was reared
on cricket but later relented and engaged the services of
Hill (a local professional golfer) to teach him the rudiments
of the sport. Having had a taste of golf he then pursued it
with a passion. Ryder employed the golf star Abe Mitchell
as his exclusive instructor at an annual fee of £1,000.
Ryder then undertook a rigorous golf regimen and
practiced six days a week for a year at his home,
Marlborough House.

By age 51, he boasted a six handicap and joined the
Verulam Golf Club in St Albans in 1910. Within a year he
was elected Captain of the club, and later held the title in
1926 and '27. He sponsored a Heath and Heather
Tournament in 1923, which was restricted to
professionals.

He encouraged his brother James to establish a firm
named 'Herbs for Healing', which later became known as
Heath and Heather. And yes  – it was under the
sponsorship of Heath and Heather that the brothers, in

order to champion the cause of
professional golf, donated the Ryder
Cup. Samuel Ryder died on 2nd
January 1936 and is buried in Hatfield
Cemetery.

But where in St Albans can we find
recognition of this great man, who gave
so much to the City?  Charles Baker,
Tourism and Regeneration Manager for
St Albans City and District Council, is
heading a group whose aim is to
provide some form of public
commemoration of Sam Ryder. If you
have ANY ideas, please e-mail
judysumner@hotmail.com, mentioning
SAHAAS.
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RE M E M B E R I N G SA M RY D E R, 1 8 5 8 - 1 9 3 6

We all know the name of the man behind the Ryder Cup,
but Sam Ryder was far more than this.

A BAT T L E F I E L D TRU S T

FO RU M
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CU R R E N T SO C I E T Y PU B L I C AT I O N S
Please contact me if you would like copies from our list at special prices for members of SAHAAS. When I attend
Tuesday meetings I have two copies of each publication with me; however, I do not attend every Tuesday so a telephone
call in advance will be useful. Otherwise please call me with your requests. If you live in St.Albans I will deliver; If you
are out of town I can quote you the cost of delivering copies. I

Paul Harding
57 Camlet Way, St.Albans, Herts. AL3 4TL  Tel. (01727) 839577

The Street Memorials of
St Albans Abbey Parish
Alice Goodman, 1987

Describes St Albans during the
1914-18 War, and the unique
street memorials erected to the
fallen.

Education by Election,
Reed's School, Clapton
and Watford
Norman Alvey, 1990

Orphans were selected for
admission by votes from
subscribers to a charity between
1813 and 1940.

The Light of Other Days
Brian Moody, 1995

A short history of the Society's
first 150 years.

A History in All Men's
Lives
Ed. Brian Moody, 1999

Papers on notable past members
of the Society and events from the
first 150 years. Authors F
Kilvington, R Busby, J Brodrick, B
Moody, D Aubrey and J T Smith.

The Story of the Abbey
School
Alice Goodman, 1991

History of the National School
founded by the Abbey Parish in
1848.

St Albans 1553
by David Dean, Pat Howe, Betty
Masters & Kate Morris, 2003

Celebrates the granting of a Charter
to St Albans by the boy king Edward
VI in 1553, and explains its
importance in providing the
foundations for our local
government, establishing the
Mayoralty and authorising the town's
markets.

The Pemberton Almshouses
By Clare Ellis and Pat Howe, 2005

A commemorative booklet to
celebrate the founding of the
Pemberton Almshouses in St
Peter’s Street, resulting from
the ongoing work of the
Seventeenth Century
Population Research Group.

ALSO AVAILABLE

St Albans 1650-1700, a thoroughfare town
and its people
Ed. J T Smith & M A North, 2003

The result of twelve years of work by the Society's
Research Group, with ten authors.

Copies may be obtained by Society members from
Hertfordshire Publications, an imprint of the University of
Hertfordshire Press, for £13 including post and packing.
Apply to University of Hertfordshire Press, Learning &
Information Services, College Lane, Hatfield AL10 9AD.

Half-price offer, £1

Half-price offer, £2

£4

£4£4

£3

£3
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Tuesday 6th March 2007
From Dickens to the District Line:

passengers' experience of bus and tube in
Victorian and Edwardian London 

Sam Mullins
Director, London's Transport Museum, and one-time

Director, St. Albans Museums

Tuesday 20th March 2007
Local monumental brasses 

A&LH AGM
M Wilson
SAHAAS

Friday 30th March 2007
Chiltern Open Air Museum – A Vision 

for the Future
Sue Shave

Chiltern Open Air Museum is a museum of historic buildings
rescued from locations around the Chilterns area and re-erected
on the beautiful parkland site at Newland Park. Buildings include

a reconstructed Iron Age House, traditional barns and farm
buildings, cottages, Chapel and a 1947 Prefab. The Museum
cultivates and develops a traditional Chilterns landscape to

provide a context for the buildings and also keeps traditional
breeds of farm livestock. The talk will particularly concentrate on

the current and recent ground breaking building conservation
work taking place at the Museum including a medieval thatching
project and the building of a witchery (local clay) building from

Haddenham, as well as outlining the award winning education &
lifelong learning programmes and the packed programme of

special events at the Museum.
Sue Shave has a professional museum background. Her career

began around 16 years ago at York Archaeological Trust's
Archaeological Resource Centre as Assistant Manager and has
included museum education posts at the Weald and Downland

Open Air Museum and Think-tank the Birmingham Science
Museum. She went into museum management as Director of
Coldharbour Mill, a textile museum in Devon in 2003 and then

moved to the Chilterns to take up the post of Director at Chiltern
Open Air Museum in September 2004.

Tuesday 3rd April 2007
The painted ceilings of St Albans Abbey

Michael Rose
Abbey Guide

Tuesday 17th April 2007
Revising the Cathedral inventory

Norman Oldknow, Gene Peyton-Jones and Nancy Page
SAHAAS

Friday 27th April 2007
Pumps, pigs and people … 

the realities of opening archaeology
to the public
Georgia Butters

Flag Fen has developed from a simple dig site to a 20 acre park
with animals, prehistoric reconstructions and excavated finds - all
accessible to the public. Georgia Butters the General Manager

will talk about the realities of running a site and the balance that
has to be struck between the needs of the visitor, the need for

income and the needs of the archaeology.
Georgia graduated from UCL with honours in 1995. Putting her

degree in Ancient History and Egyptology to good use she spent
4 years at the cutting edge of High Tech sales promotions, PR
and advertising campaigns with marketing agencies in London.
Following seven months in Africa in 1999/2000 she returned to
volunteer at the British Museum and followed this with a MA in

Heritage Management from the Ironbridge Institute. She came to
Flag Fen in January 2006 following a successful stint supporting

museums in Suffolk developing projects and sourcing much
needed project funding for over 20 museums. As well as

managing Flag Fen she continues to provide guest lectures on
the Heritage Management MA at Ironbridge and on the

Archaeology BA at Peterborough Regional College.

Tuesday 8th May 2007
Let's keep it in the family: the Rowlatts 

and the Bacons
Ann Dean
SAHAAS

Tuesday 15th May 2007 
Please note that the AGM and lecture

originally scheduled for this date will now not take place.
Owing to changes in the Society’s financial year 

we have rescheduled to Tuesday 25th September             

Friday 25th May 2007
The Great Fire of London

Peter Street
We explore something of the nature of pre fire London, the

danger and responses to fire generally and why such
precautions did not work in September 1666. The formal and

popular causes of the fire are explored together with its course
and consequences.

Peter Street is an Oxford History graduate and qualified teacher.
He has been active in higher and adult education since 1975 and

has been public lecturer for many of those years. He has
lectured for the National Portrait Gallery, National Maritime

Museum, the Historical Association and the National Trust. He
has a particular interest in the history of London and 19th

century British social history.

TH I S SE A S O N ’S LE C T U R E S

Tuesday meetings are held at St Albans School and start at 8.00 p.m.
Friday meetings are at the College of Law, Hatfield Road, and start at 7.45 p.m.

They are open to all members of the Society. Non-members may attend two meetings as guests.

The SAHAAS Newsletter welcomes your comments, ideas or contributions, which may be edited; please send to
deedrinkwater@beeb.net or to 9 Samian Gate, St Albans, Herts AL3 4JW   01727 868765


