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A YEAR IN VIEW 

We are approaching the 

end of an eventful and 

challenging  year for the 

Society.  

Whether ‘tis the weather 

or whatever, it seems no 

time at all since agreeing a 

year ago to nomination as 

President, and I find myself 

echoing Mike Cooper’s 

musings in his farewell 

message on the seeming 

acceleration of time pass-

ing. I have trusted to follow 

in a similar vein Mike’s pro-

gressive guidance of the 

Society. By and large this 

has happened, although it 

has been a year of buffet-

ings, and not just of the 

New Year and Clockateers 

Party variety. 

 

Local Engagement and  

Influence 

The Society’s participation 

in two major areas, of local 

planning and the project 

for a New Museum for St 

Albans, has been vigorous 

and effective.  We were 

closely involved with many 

local societies and interest 

groups, and delivered pres-

entations at the “Look! St 

Albans!” public consulta-

tion in February 2012. This 

was aimed at developing 

design codes for future 

development in the City 

Centre, and the report has 

recently become available. 

A particularly effective in-

tervention, where the in-

spector’s findings seemed 

at times to paraphrase 

parts of our submission, 

helped prevent the demoli-

tion of the Pemberton 

School block.  On the Mu-

seums question we have 

been involved with the 

New Museum for St Albans 

Group, and are on the Ad-

visory Group on the pro-

posal for moving the Mu-

seum of St Albans (MoSTA) 

from the Hatfield Road to 

the Old Town Hall. Our po-

sition on this proposal is 

that of  a “critical friend” – 

we want a new post-

Roman museum for St Al-

bans, and welcome the fact 

that the SADC seems, after 

years of relative neglect, to 

be addressing the question 

at last; but we do have res-

ervations about the viabil-

ity of this particular pro-

ject, and concerns about 

the Museum Service gener-

ally. 

In both these areas Mike 

Cooper was our leading 

activist, and the loss of his 

drive and experience was a 

major blow to the Society 

which has been difficult to 

fill, though needs must.  

Council was further tempo-

rarily depleted by the seri-

ous illnesses at different 

times of the year of Brian 

Bending, our webmaster, 

and Gill Harvey, who leads 

the Library Team. At the 

time of writing both are 

slowly on the mend. Al-

though no longer on Coun-

cil, the loss of David Dean’s 

knowledge and experience 

in local history is also 

deeply felt by the Society.   

 

New Logo 

You will have noticed the 

new Society logo at the 

head of this Newsletter. It 

is the product of our 

“House Style” exercise 

which has been aimed at 

developing a more modern 

recognisable consistent 

stamp for the Society. It 

can be applied to all our 

outputs – publications, let-

terheads, etc.  Other out-

puts using the new logo 

are the Membership Card 

2012-2013, which paid-up 

members will have re-

ceived with their Newslet-

ters; a completely re-

vamped Application Form; 

and a publicity poster to be 

put up in the St Albans 

Public Library in the Malt-

ings. This exercise gener-

ated rather more sessions 

than were anticipated. We 

do hope you all like it. 

 

Donald Munro 
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“The Present State of …” Our Society 

The demands of these several activities and events 

have been at times quite intense, and some initiatives 

have been held up or postponed. Cataloguing of the 

Library books has slowed because of my other commit-

ments. The digitisation of Transactions came to a tem-

porary halt as a result of Mike Cooper’s health difficul-

ties, but is now being revived.  Gill Harvey’s pamphlet 

“Lord Grimthorpe and other dragons” appeared at the 

end of 2011, but other planned publications have in 

part been delayed by our House Style debates. Two 

titles are well in preparation and will hopefully appear 

by the end of the year. Consideration of a new survey 

of members’ interests and skills was put aside amidst 

all the pressing demands earlier this year. That will now 

be a priority for next session, particularly given the dif-

ficulties experienced in this year. As members of your 

Council mature we will seek to persuade more of you 

younger members to play a greater part in the Arc & 

Arc’s affairs. 

The Society’s other activities have generally been roll-

ing along nicely – the splendid lecture programme, the 

Library and Website, etc.  You will see some account of 

these in the sectional reports in this Newsletter. All of 

our Council and other members do a great deal to keep 

the work of the Society going.  Jon Mein has been 

splendidly industrious in the Library Team, and in cov-

ering the website during Brian Bending’s indisposition.   

Helen Bishop and her band of Clockateers do an excel-

lent job in organising the opening of the Clock Tower 

through the summer weekends. Gill Harvey, Pat Howe, 

Jon Mein, Ann Dean and other SAHAAS members have 

given papers in other fora.  It all helps to keep up our 

public profile. My grateful thanks to all of them for 

their continuing efforts.  

Whilst I cannot thank each individual in this column, a 

few must be named. First I must record my gratitude to 

Bryan Hanlon who has been an invaluable help in guid-

ing me through this first year. Members have really 

little idea how much we rely on Bryan. I‘d also like to 

thank Alison Baugh who has made a very good fist of 

editing the Newsletter, and has demonstrated admira-

ble patience through our House Style debates.  

 

Honorary Membership proposal 

Council will be very pleased at the AGM to propose the 

award of Honorary Membership to John T. Smith, one 

of the Society’s and the country’s most distinguished 

architectural historian scholars, and who has been an 

inspiration to many of our members. An acknowledged 

leading expert on vernacular architecture, this award 

might seem overdue. Gerard McSweeney’s proposal, 

which was accepted by Council for putting to the AGM 

is on page 4. 

 

Looking  Ahead 

David Smith our Membership Secretary has drawn at-

tention to the fact that there is a steady decline in Arc 

& Arc membership. It reflects a condition affecting 

most societies and voluntary bodies of our type. Whilst 

we still have relatively healthy numbers compared with 

many others, nonetheless we should address this. Can I 

encourage you all to let your friends know about the 

Arc & Arc and to encourage them to join, particularly if 

you know they have historical, archaeological, and ar-

chitectural interests; or library or computer skills.     

    
Donald MunroDonald MunroDonald MunroDonald Munro    

President 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (cont.) 
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NEW MEMBERS 

We are delighted to welcome our  new members: 

Mrs Meg Bott, Barrington Road, London N8 

Mrs Jane Gardiner,  Claudian Place, St Albans 

Mr Robert Hogan,  West Cromwell Road, London SW5 

Ms Rosemary Knight, Nunnery Stables, St Albans 

Dr Julie Moor, Thumbswood, Welwyn Garden City 

Mrs Anne Petrie, Regent Close, St Albans 

Ms Caroline Rawle, Flora Grove, St Albans 

Alan & Ann Shuckburgh, Gurney Court Road, St Albans 

Anthony & Eileen Slope, Bridle Close, St Albans 

 

The New Year Party will be held at 

Verulamium Museum at 7.30pm on 

Friday, 11th January 2013 

 



NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
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Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of St Albans & Hertfordshire 

Architectural & Archaeological Society will be held at 

Verulamium Museum 

on Tuesday, 4
th

 September 2012 at 7.30 pm 

for the following purposes: 
 

  1)     Apologies for absence 

  2)     President's comments 

  3)     To adopt the minutes of the previous AGM held on 6
th

 September 2011  

  4)     To receive the accounts for the year ended 31 May 2012 (enclosed) 

  5)     To receive reports from our various groups, circulated in the latest newsletter 

  6)     To elect the following members to serve on Council (with their responsibilities) until the next AGM: 

  Bryan Hanlon     Secretary 

  John Thomson     Treasurer 

  Brian Bending     Website  

  Helen Bishop  Clock Tower  

  Doreen Bratby     Lecture Secretary 

  Roy Bratby  Chairman, Programme development Committee 

  John Cox     Publicity Officer 

  Alison Baugh     Newsletter Editor 

  Gill Harvey  Library 

  Pat Howe  Minute Secretary / 17
th

 Century Group 

  David Smith     Membership Secretary 

  Christine McDermott    Representative, Herts Archaeology and History 

  Roger Miles  Representative, Archaeology Group 

  Gerard McSweeney Co-opted member 

 

  7)        To appoint  Mr John T Smith as an Honorary Member, as proposed by Council 

   

  8)         To confirm the re-election of Mr J R West as Independent Examiner of the  accounts  

   

To be followed by a lecture given by given by David Saxby, Museum of London Archaeology, entitled:- 

 

“Jacob’s Island / Snowhill Holborn”  - Walking in the steps of Charles Dickens 
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Enclosed with this newsletter are the accounts for the 

financial year ended 31 May 2012 which were ap-

proved by Council on 7 August 2012 and signed by the 

independent examiner on that date. As last year the 

accounts are presented in the format required by the 

Charity Commission’s “Accounting and Reporting by 

Charities – Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP 

2005)”. They also contain a report from the Independ-

ent Examiner, even though the Charity Commission do 

not require such a report for Charities with income be-

low £25,000. I am more comfortable, however, to pre-

sent to you accounts which have been the subject of 

independent examination. 

The results for the year are split as usual between the 

unrestricted funds and the restricted funds.  

Dealing first with the unrestricted funds, the activities 

of the year resulted in a deficit of expenditure over in-

come for the year of £2,421 against a surplus last year 

of £926. 

Income from unrestricted sources decreased in the pe-

riod by £2,800, the main contributory factors of which 

were; 

• Slightly lower subscriptions as there was a net loss 

of members in the year. 

• A significant decrease in the donation from the 

clock tower, as two years were taken into account last 

year. The actual level shows an increase on a year by 

year basis. 

• No “other” donations received in the year. 

A small amount of excursions income. 

Expenses of unrestricted funds are slightly up on last 

year, by around £500, the main changes being:  

• Significantly lower depreciation as assets are be-

coming full written off. 

• Lower library costs. 

• Administration costs include hire of the room for 

committee meetings being charged by the museum for 

the first time and costs associated with the new logo. 

• Storage costs represent the annual level of £868. 

The newsletter costs include a late invoice for printing 

for last year and reflect an increase in pages. 

On the restricted funds, no donations were made to 

the Mayor’s Prize, and the prize was awarded this year. 

The grant of £2,000 from the Mercers’ Charitable Foun-

dation was mainly spent in the previous year. 

In the balance sheet there is very little to comment on. 

The unrestricted cash resources of the Society have 

increased in the year by £703 to £25,335. The unre-

stricted reserves of the Society now stand at £21,917. 

Both of these figures show the finances of the Society 

remaining in a robust position.   

John ThomsonJohn ThomsonJohn ThomsonJohn Thomson    
Treasurer 

 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 MAY 2012 

JOHN T SMITH  - HONORARY  

MEMBERSHIP PROPOSAL 

[The following proposal put by Gerard McSweeney 

has been approved by Council, and will be proposed 

to the AGM for its approval on 4 September 2012.] 

 

Honorary Membership of the Arc & Arc has, almost 

without exception, been conferred on those who 

have, in one way or another, made a notable contri-

bution to the Society. This has included, for example, 

a long period in Office, active archaeology, publica-

tions etc and, possibly less obviously, the influence 

exerted by the individual on the direction and moti-

vation of members. 

The Society owes a debt to long-standing member 

John Smith, especially in the last respect. This is am-

ply illustrated by the eventual impact of his lecture, 

reprinted in Herts Archaeology (1993), entitled Nine 

Hundred Years of St Albans; architecture and social 

history, which led to his inspirational formation of a 

group of enthusiasts, many hitherto unpractised in 

Local History. Under his editorship, the book, St Al-

bans 1650-1700: a thoroughfare town and its people 

(2003) was produced. It was critically acclaimed as an 

innovative and exemplary description of the social 

structure of a small town at a defined period of his-

tory. This work continues with the work of the C17
th

 

Research Group and the Property History Group. The 

studies of both of these bodies have resulted in publi-

cations, some with John’s guidance, which have pro-

vided a core of research leading to active participa-

tion in Society activities such as the historical articles 

in the Society website and a growing background of 

local history data.  

 

The Society additionally has the good fortune to be 

able to draw upon the knowledge John amassed dur-

ing his lengthy term as Head of Architecture at the 

Royal Commission on the Historical  Monuments of 
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England, during which he produced the two definitive 

books on English Houses 1200-1800, the Hertfordshire 

Evidence (1992) and Hertfordshire Houses: a selective 

inventory (1993).  

        An acknowledged authority on Vernacular Architec-

ture, not only English but European and its export ver-

sions in the USA, John is widely respected at home and 

abroad. A recent conference at Leicester was de-

scribed as a celebration of his pioneering work in the 

subject.  

A list of his writings shows his wide range of expertise 

as well as the facility to express it in several languages!  

It is worth noting his highly original book on Roman 

Villas throughout the Empire, in which the ground 

plans of 500 buildings were examined and illustrated 

to establish ‘a new way of looking at villas’, namely by 

attention to their social structure  

An Honorary Membership would be a token of the  

Society’s appreciation of what I have tried to convey.  

       

                                                           G P McSweeney G P McSweeney G P McSweeney G P McSweeney  

REVIEW OF THE YEAR 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

An attempt to get a dendrochronological date for the 

St Julian's Barn timbers was unsuccessful because the 

cores were not suitable. A small 'rescue' excavation 

was undertaken outside Kingsbury Barn, ahead of land-

scaping. 

(There are reports on both of the preceding in the Nov. 

2011  Newsletter.) 

In the earlier part of 2012 cuts within St Albans         

Museums meant we temporarily had no access to the 

Archaeology Unit at Sandridge Gate. 

The long-term effects of the cuts have yet to become 

apparent. 

 Roger MilesRoger MilesRoger MilesRoger Miles    
Archaeology Group Representative 

HERTS ARCHAEOLOGY & HISTORY  

out and publication. We are also carrying out a review 

into the financing of the Journal. 

You have probably seen all this before, but hey ho, 

what can one do? 

Thank you,                                        Christine McDermotChristine McDermotChristine McDermotChristine McDermot    

Representative, Herts Archaeology and History 

JOHN T SMITH PROPOSAL (cont.) 

Work is still progressing on volume 17 of Herts Archae-

ology and History, although we have as yet no definite 

publication date. We are investigating options for lay-

PUBLICITY  

Now that the Council’s sub-committee has looked at 

the Society’s “House style” we can now plan outreach 

to increase our membership. Gill Harvey and I were 

approached in January by a choral group “Adoramus” 

who performed in the Alban Arena at Easter and came 

again (after our year’s end) but planned before the 

end of May. In celebration of Her Majesty’s Diamond 

Jubilee their choir and orchestra put on a programme 

of orchestral and choral music associated with state 

occasions – Handel’s Royal Fireworks Suite; Elgar’s 

Pomp and Circumstance March No.1 which includes 

the ever popular “Land of Hope and Glory”. 

We were asked to put on a display on Royal visits to St. 

Albans  using  the Society’s Library, copies of the St. 

Albans Cathedral’s Fraternity of Friends Newsletters 

“The Alban Link” , and the archive collection of Beryl 

Carrington. Beryl noted that Princess Elizabeth was 

present when her father and mother King George VI 

and Queen Elizabeth came to Clarence Park in 1944 to 

inspect The Highland Division before they moved to 

the South coast prior to the invasion of France in June. 

Not only the Queen but other members of the Royal 

Family have made a number of visits here to St. Albans 

and to Hertfordshire (as part of her Diamond Jubilee 

Celebrations) when a number of St. Albans ‘folk’ were 

present when her progress stopped at Hatfield House 

(home of one of our former patrons – the Marquess of 

Salisbury.  

Using the print font “Calibri” and the new logo ap-

proved by the Arc & Arc Council, the display was 

mounted for the concert on 30
th

 June, and favourably 

commented by members of the audience. Everything 

displayed was made up of “surrogates” (copies of 

originals) which were laminated and can be made use 

again without too much difficulty.  

John CoxJohn CoxJohn CoxJohn Cox    
Publicity Officer 
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CLOCK TOWER REPORT 

By the time you read this we will be well towards the 

end of another Clock Tower summer season.  There has 

been a steady flow of visitors all of whom seem to en-

joy their visit.  Special events like the St Albans Festival, 

the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and the Olympic torch 

to the City bring more people to St Albans and many  

then visit the Clock Tower.  It is a key focus for tourism 

and I hope that next year we will be able to increase 

publicity, with the help of the City Council.  It is still 

very undersold, in my view. 

Partnership and co-operation have been key in the 

functioning of the Clock Tower, ever since 1972 when 

the City council approached Frank Kilvington, President 

of the Arc & Arc, and also Headmaster of St Albans 

School, to find volunteers to take over the opening of 

the tower.  Two years later, he involved the Civic Soci-

ety to help and the partnership has run ever since.  

When Frank Kilvington had to give up , it was Dennis 

Owen, Chairman of the Civic Society, who took his 

place. 

I recently discussed with him  the work he did for 

nearly 25 years.  As an architect and accomplished art-

ist, he was well placed to look after the Clock Tower, 

actually doing a lot of the practical and manual work to 

preserve it in the early days.  He described it being in a 

pretty sorry state in the seventies and that Mike Col-

bert made the reception counter we still use and the 

display cabinets, since removed but which many people 

would like to see returned.   

As the City Council still owns and maintains the Clock 

Tower on behalf of us all, the partnership between us is 

still crucial.  Their resources, financial and human, are 

currently severely strained, and it has been sad to see 

the cuts that have been made in the once exceptional 

Museums and Archaeology departments of the City.  St 

Albans needs to look after its historic inheritance, valu-

able in itself and also a tourist asset. 

Our CT partner in the Civic Society, Alan McCartney, 

has decided to step down after 15 years.   I would like 

to thank him for the sterling work he has done and I 

look forward to working with his successor. 

Thank you for the interesting information members 

have sent me about the Clock Tower— do keep it com-

ing.  Special thanks to all the Arc and Arc volunteers 

who turn in for duty cheerfully and efficiently at week-

ends. I am particularly grateful to the weekend organis-

ers who make my co-ordinating work much easier. 

Helen BishopHelen BishopHelen BishopHelen Bishop    
Clock Tower  Co-ordinator 

REVIEW OF THE YEAR (cont.) 

17
TH

 CENTURY GROUP 
Since my last report in August 2011,  I am delighted to 

report that we have three new recruits to our team, two 

of whom, Ailsa Herbert and Susan Bellamy,  are experi-

enced in reading 17
th

 century script and one, Scott 

Chalmers,  responded to our advert for a typist.    Ailsa 

and Susan have been working on the wills but more 

than this, they get interested in the families and have 

improved a number of the family trees.  Scott became 

so interested in the wills he was typing that he has be-

come a transcriber also. The Hertfordshire Record Soci-

ety has agreed that the publication of the St Albans wills 

is a project in which they would be interested and we 

are hopeful that they will publish the volume on which 

we are working. Sylvia Beare, Gill Harvey, Carol Parker 

and Pat Nellist also continue to work on the wills. 

Margaret Amsdon and Irene Cowan have been working 

on St Michael’s parish.  The records of the births, deaths 

and marriages have not survived for the first half of the 

century but we are finding wills which has increased the 

number of inhabitants for the database and expanded 

some family trees.  We found a list of ratepayers,  have 

taken names from John Everett’s A Fair Field, from Gor-

hambury records and other snippets from HALS which is 

helping us to form a better picture of the parish than we 

had previously. 

Once the article on John Carter, our wealthy carpenter, 

was published in 2011, Jane Harris turned her attention 

to transcribing inventories and entering the contents on 

to our database which analyses the contents for future 

publications.   Jane also ran a very successful workshop 

on reading the Secretary hand. 

We are an enthusiastic group who very much enjoy the 

research.  It would be good to see something similar 

being attempted for the eighteenth and nineteenth cen-

turies.                                                                                      Pat HowePat HowePat HowePat Howe    

17th Century Group 

LIVING MEMORIES 

Getting individuals to record their Memories of Life in    

St. Albans in the 20
th

 century is very slow. It urgently 

needs members, who can be trained to go out and talk to 

people of all ages or to put a memory of their own on our 

website www.stalbanshistory.org. 

 John CoxJohn CoxJohn CoxJohn Cox    
Publicity Officer 



The Programme Development Committee consists of 

Roy Bratby, Chairman, Doreen Bratby, Pat Howe and 

Roger Miles. 

The Committee met regularly throughout the year and 

was responsible for seventeen Tuesday lectures, eight 

of which were presented by our own members; Jane 

Kelsall, Gill Harvey, Kate Morris, Tony Crilly, Roderick 

Douglas, Stuart Whitefoot, Roger Miles and Mollie Ken-

nedy. We are extremely grateful to them for their con-

tribution to the life of the Society. 

Two walks were arranged by Pat Howe: A morning visit 

to Cromer Windmill in May and morning visit to 

Copped Hall in June. In addition she arranged a short 

course on the ‘Secretary Hand’ run by Jane Harris. 
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LIBRARY      

The library continues to field a wide range of enquiries. 

Among them was a request for information on the 

White family of Holywell Hill. Joseph White was trans-

ported to Australia but left his family behind. We have 

also had a request for a specific picture of the Slype 

Door in the Abbey , Henry Hilliard of the Bluecoat Char-

ity School, Dr Cotton, and information on the medieval 

floor tiles of the Abbey. 

Our major innovation during the year was the addition 

of a range of online information to our website. Chief 

among this was the journals index, recently updated to 

July 2012, including Hertfordshire Countryside from 

1946-1974. We also have the resources of the Abbey 

Muniment Room available, by kind permission of David 

Kelsall. This is the first stage in an ongoing project to 

record all the local history resources of St Albans 

housed in St Albans. It is hoped to expand this. 

We have added various useful sources to the library – 

lists have been published regularly and another follows, 

but let me mention here photographs of St Albans war 

memorials including the Vyse memorials and a very 

early – 1859 St Albans almanac (see pages 10,11 & 14). 

Our next major project is a display in the Old Court 

Room for Heritage weekend, featuring hopefully tithe 

maps for the four St Albans parishes and also parish 

maps of a slightly earlier date. 

Grateful thanks are due to our hardworking team of 

library volunteers, who I am sure will not mind me giv-

ing special thanks to Jon Mein for his energy and en-

thusiasm which has been responsible for much of our 

progress.                                                          Gill HarveyGill HarveyGill HarveyGill Harvey    

Library Representative 

PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE  

Thanks are due to those who undertook to be responsi-

ble for the various events and for looking after the as-

sociated administration and to our members who sup-

ported these activities so well. 

We continue to be indebted to those members, namely  

Roderick Douglas and Frank Iddiols, who again have 

given of their time to assist with the IT/AV in connec-

tion with the lectures and our thanks go to them.   

Once again I make a plea for additional help in this im-

portant area and would welcome volunteers to come 

forward to spread the load. 

As always your suggestions for future visits, lecture 

topics and possible speakers are always welcome. 

Roy BratbyRoy BratbyRoy BratbyRoy Bratby    
Chairman, Programme Development Committee 

FRIDAY LECTURES  

At the 2011 AGM members heard that it had been 110 

years since Frederic Kitton had updated the Society on 

the Clock Tower and Britain’s only medieval town bel-

fry 1865 - 66.  During the intervening years painstaking 

care of the building and increased knowledge of medie-

val clocks has meant we still have our prize possession 

to enjoy today.  

 

Throughout the course of the year’s lectures we have 

heard how a village became a city;  an extraordinary 

life of a 17
th

 century family;  the longest reigning mon-

arch;  pre 1900 St Albans printing and publishing;  edu-

cation;  restoration of a Palace; and . . . the magnitude, 

detail, achievement and the vision to deliver a project 

that we enjoy each time we walk through it –  

“St Pancras-Europe’s Destination Station”. 

 

All our Friday lectures this year have been held in         

St Albans School and my thanks go to the school for 

accommodating us and to the membership who have 

faithfully given their support. My thanks also go to 

those members of our society who have presented a 

lecture and especially to Kate Morris who stood in to 

present our last lecture of the season at very short no-

tice due to the untimely sad loss of our Past President, 

Mike Cooper. 

 

Doreen BratbyDoreen BratbyDoreen BratbyDoreen Bratby    
Lecture Secretary 
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HALH REPORT 

Membership of HALH has dropped suddenly within the 

past 18 months, so in February, the Executive Commit-

tee looked at proposals put forward by Vice-Chairman, 

Alan Ruston to rejuvenate the Association. In May a 

Speakers’ List was distributed and new speakers have 

replaced those who have retired.  

Within Hertfordshire some new societies have been 

formed or are in process of formation at Breachwood 

Green, Stansted Abbots, Hunsdon and in the “Hadhams” 

which augers well for the future. An effort is being made 

to “beef-up” the work of village “Recorders” who main-

tain logs of what takes place in their locality. The net-

work, first started in 1984, is still in being and is now 

being developed to encompass the places where new     

societies are starting up.  

The website www.halh.org.uk  is in process of develop-

ment and HALH is now on both Facebook  and Twitter. 

Finally, at last, the Index to all issues of Hertfordshire 

Past and Present (1961 to date) is being added to the 

website. On Saturday, 10
th

 November 2012 at St. Ed-

munds College, Puckeridge, the 33
rd

 HALH Local History 

Symposium looks at the history of Sport in Hertfordshire 

in this Olympic year. Please contact me if you would like 

further information.      

 (johnge.cox@btinternet.com)                            John CoxJohn CoxJohn CoxJohn Cox    
Publicity Officer 

WE  RANG THE BELL! 

As part of St Albans' contribution to the Olympics 2012 celebra-

tions, members of SAHAAS and the Civic Society (with Simon 

West, archaeologist of SADC) rang the Market Bell at 08.12 on Fri-

day 27th July.   We were really pleased that the mayor, Cllr Eileen 

Harris (wearing a very smart "2012" T shirt), joined us - and had 

the honour of being the first to pull the rope. 

  

We were delighted that we were able to add a peal of the 

"people's bell" to that of many others throughout St Albans dis-

trict. 

Bryan HanlonBryan HanlonBryan HanlonBryan Hanlon    
Secretary 

The Mayor at the 
Clock Tower 

[Adam Singer] 

The Bell Ringers  
[Adam Singer] 

34
TH

 HALH LOCAL HISTORY  

SYMPOSIUM, 2013 

HISTORY SYMPOSIUM 

The topic selected is “Building Materials” and speakers 

have been invited: - Professor Martin Biddle will lecture 

on the Tiles used in St. Albans Chapter House (he exca-

vated in 1977) and Robin Harcourt Williams, retired Li-

brarian and Archivist to the Marquess of Salisbury will 

talk about the building of Hatfield House in the 17
th

 cen-

tury (bricks). 

I am hoping to find speakers to lecture on the use of met-

als in building history and there will be a paper on the use 

of Totternhoe clunch limestone in the building of Gor-

hambury IV (the present house) and it’s refacing in 1956-

66 using Portland Limestone.     

                                   John CoxJohn CoxJohn CoxJohn Cox 

SAHAAS Representative on HALH Committee 



Recent Journal Acquisitions – a selection 

 

Hertfordshire People June 2012. 

The Churchyard of the Abbey Parish of St Albans Intro-

duction p.17. An introduction to a new monumental in-

scriptions book published by the Herts Family Record So-

ciety  (in SAHAAS library). 

The St Albans Pub Database pp 33-34, by Jon Mein. An 

introduction to Jon’s research, creating a database with 

over 1,000 entries from a variety of sources. 

 

The Local Historian May 2012. 

Country Carriers Revisited by Barrie Turner pp 135-147. 

An analysis of the importance of the carrier and the op-

eration of their services.. 

 

London Archaeologist Summer 2012. 

 

British Archaeology July/August 2012.  

Digging for the 2012 Olympics by Mike Pitts pp 15-23. 

Archaeologists were among the first on site for the Lon-

don Olympics. How did they work with the    Olympic De-

livery Authority to get it right and what did they find? 
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THE LIBRARY TEAM 

Gill Harvey  01727-853415 

Anne Wares  01727-860705. 

Donald Munro  01727-760808 

Jon Mein  01727-865514 

We also have a number of volunteers. 

The library is open on Wednesday and Friday    

mornings from 10.a.m. to 12 noon in the former 

Judges’ Robing Room in the Old Town Hall.  Access 

through the Tourist Information Office.  

You can email us via the Society’s website 

www.stalbanshistory.org 

LIBRARY NOTES AND QUERIES Recent Book Acquisitions 

Books recently added to the catalogue have included  

The St. Albans Almanack and General Advertiser for 

1859. Enlarged and improved. St Albans : R. Gibbs, 

1859.   A “prize” find.  See separate article on Page 17. 

  

Bard, Robert.  St Albans through time. Amberley Pub-

lishing, 2012. 235 x 165 mm | paperback | 96 pages | 

sepia and colour illustrations throughout.  

An interesting book of photographs relating to 

the history of St Albans. SAHAAS cited in the 

acknowledgements. 

 

Sopwell : A History and  Collection of Memories. Edited 

by Sandy Norman.  Sopwell Residents Association, 

2012.  152p., ill.; 30cm.  ISBN 0956739911.             

Presented by Sandy Norman .  

An attractive 

volume includ-

ing many oral 

testimonies. It 

will be reviewed 

in the Novem-

ber Newsletter. 

 

 

 

Hall, Robert de 

Zouche, Sir.  A 

bibliography on 

vernacular architecture. Vernacular Architecture 

Group.  David & Charles, 1972.  191 p ; 24 cm. ISBN: 

0715356534. Presented by Donald Munro. 

Note:  Includes many references to writings of 

John T. Smith.  

 

 Humphry Repton's red books for Panshanger and Te-

win Water, Hertfordshire, 1799-1800 ; with an intro-

duction by Twigs Way. (Hertfordshire Record Publica-

tions ; 27) 2011. xxiv, 75 p. : ill. (chiefly col.), maps, 

plan ; 22 x 30 cm. ISBN 9780956511102 
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The River Ver, A Meander Through Time,  

by Jacqui Banfield-Taylor      

This comprehensive work on the River Ver reveals a 

fascinating story from source to confluence and prehis-

tory to the twenty-first century of a chalk stream that 

has shaped not only the local landscape but the lives of 

people past and present. 

With a fore word by television presenter and wildlife 

photographer Chris Packham of Spring/Autumn Watch 

fame, the book tells the Ver’s long, interesting and che-

quered history, including archaeology and geology, 

milling and watercress growing, problems with abstrac-

tion along with rainfall and aquifer records, abstraction 

and flow charts and comprehensive records and details 

of a selection of local flora and fauna. 

There are personal memories and experiences sprin-

kled throughout the book of people who have lived, 

worked and played on or near the river, complemented 

with over 350 illustrations.  

The River Ver, A Meander through Time, makes it clear 

how valuable and important our chalk streams are and 

how vital it is to raise their profile and that of the rich 

diversity of wildlife they support. This book hopes to 

encourage readers to take an interest in exploring and 

caring for this valuable resource and its surroundings, 

and help to give 

the River Ver its 

rightful importance 

now and for future 

generations. 

This hardback book 

was published on 

July 27
th

 2012 and 

signed copies will 

be available in the 

first instance direct 

from the author at 

£24.99. Please 

email: 

riverver@btinternet.com or call 07792 588892, or from 

the publisher – Halsgrove Publishing 

www.halsgrove.com , online and at all good bookshops 

(ISBN 978 0 85704 160 9). 

 

The SADC are pushing ahead with the process of pre-

paring an Application to the Heritage Lottery Fund. A 

range of consultative bodies have been set up to feed 

into the Project Board. The Advisory Group of specialist 

stakeholders (including SAHAAS, St Albans Civic Society, 

and the New Museum for St Albans Group, etc.) is only 

one of those. It will have met twice by the time you 

read this. 

here has been an interesting workshop of interested 

parties facilitated by representatives of Turner & Town-

send Project Management and SJ Leach Design Ltd, 

who have had experience of large Museum re-design. 

Another interesting meet was being shown round the 

newly re-designed wing of the Sir John Soane Museum 

in London.  The latter in particular pointed to the need 

to identify and highlight collections, and questioned the 

effective value of much modern digital display.  

SADC have commissioned a Conservation Statement, 

an essential part of the HLF process, from museum con-

sultants Purcell Miller Tritton. SAHAAS were asked for 

and have recommended Chris Green as a local historian 

with expert knowledge of the Town Hall site for inter-

view by the consultants. At the time of writing, there is 

still no clarification situation regarding the possible sale 

of the Museum of St Albans site, so a large question 

over basic funding remains.  

Donald MunroDonald MunroDonald MunroDonald Munro    
President 

NEW BOOK ABOUT  THE RIVER VER 

ST ALBANS NEW MUSEUM AND GALLERY PROJECT 
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REVD. THOMAS FAULKNER LEE  

An early member of the St Albans Architectural  

Society: Revd. Thomas Faulkner Lee MA, DD 

(1826-75) 

T. R. Lee was born in 1826. He went to Queen’s College, 

Cambridge 1844-8, was ordained deacon in 1848, and 

priested in 1849. He was Second Master at St Albans 

Grammar School 1848-50 and headmaster of the 

[Royal] Lancaster Grammar School 1850-72. He died in 

1875. 

Teaching for two years in the Lady Chapel , where the 

grammar school then was , Lee knew the abbey on a 

daily basis and wrote A Short Account of the Abbey of 

St Albans, no copy of which has so far been found.  He 

also took an active part in the Architectural Society: at 

the Annual Meeting held on 20 June 1849 he read the 

Annual Report (possibly in the capacity of Honorary 

Secretary).  He also drew for M.H. Bloxham’s paper on 

‘Roman Sepulchral Remains’, delivered on the same 

occasion, the Roman glass and pottery vessels discov-

ered at St Stephens the previous year. 

His drawing of the Romanesque door of the abbey 

slype, reproduced in the forthcoming Monograph No. 1 

of the Fraternity of Friends, The Chapter House of St 

Albans Abbey, is labelled in Gothic letters,‘St Albans 

Abbey (in the South Transept)’ and below the left-hand 

corner in the same but smaller letters is his by-line: 

‘Revd. T.F. Lee Del. 1849.’ This copy of his drawing 

(now St Albans City Library, Local History Section, Y 

2350 (V10)) appears to be a lithograph, and was there-

fore presumably published, but where is not known. 

Another version, possibly the original pen-and-ink 

drawing, without the title but apparently labelled be-

low the left-hand corner ‘Revd. T.F. Lee 1849’, is known 

only from a less than absolutely sharp photocopy, a 

copy of which is in the Project Archive. 

Any further information about Lee, his Short Account of 

the Abbey, and his drawing of the original door of Ab-

bot Robert de Gorron’s slype would be most welcome. 

 

Prof. Martin BiddleProf. Martin BiddleProf. Martin BiddleProf. Martin Biddle            David KelsallDavid KelsallDavid KelsallDavid Kelsall    

[Slype Door] 

VYSE MEMORIAL, RIDGMONT ROAD 

Living about 100 metres away from it for over 20 years 

and previously unaware of its existence, I am interested 

in the history of the First World War memorial affixed 

to the wall of the former Vyse hat factory in Ridgmont 

Road (see photograph). 

There’s little more than a line about its unveiling in the 

Herts Advertiser in May 1920 stating that it had been 

paid for by all the employees of the company. A note in 

the trade journal, the Hatter’s Gazette, repeats the 

same material. I have checked with the current occupi-

ers of the site, JLT, but they have no information about  

it.  

My interest is the history 

of the tablet itself, not 

the names on it. 

 If anyone can provide 

further information then 

do drop me a line to jon-

mein@aol.com 

 

Jon MeinJon MeinJon MeinJon Mein    

 



known, but some years later they were divorced.  Lucy 

and her son went to live at the Villa Cimbrone, in fact 

Lucy stayed there, caring particularly for the extensive 

gardens, until she died in 1959. The Villa was then sold 

to an Italian family, and is today a famous luxury hotel 

with beautiful gardens. (More details on Villa Cimbrone 
 

website.) 

Lucy’s son, who was officially still Count Manfred 

Beckett Czernin  was educated at Oundle in England. In 

1935 he joined the RAF, and in the Battle of Britain he 

was one of the most successful Hurricane  pilots, win-

ning the DFC.  Later he joined the Special Operations 

Executive, and was twice parachuted into German-held 

Italy, where his fluent Italian helped him to organise 

and lead the Partisans, in a manner reminiscent of Law-

rence in Arabia. For this he was awarded the DSO and 

MC.  After the War, he became a Fiat car salesman, and 

died in 1962. 

Baron Ernest was succeeded by his son Ralph, who  

among other things  was a breeder of race horses in 

Yorkshire.  In turn Ralph was succeeded by his son 

Christopher, who became the 4
th

 Baron  in 1963;  he 

also was involved in horse racing.  The present Baron  is 

Christopher’s son,  Lord Edward John Grimthorpe  

(known in racing circles as Teddy Grimthorpe). He was 

born in 1954, and became Baron in 2003. 

Jane Kelsall reports that Lord Teddy came to the Abbey 

last year, to investigate his predecessor’s  restoration 

work.  He was very pleasant,  polite and good-looking – 

the absolute opposite of the first Lord Grimthorpe!  He 

has one young  son named Max, who should become 

the 6
th

 Baron in due course. 

Brian MoodyBrian MoodyBrian MoodyBrian Moody    
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THE GRIMTHORPES   

Members interested in horse racing may have seen  

Clare Balding on TV at Royal Ascot,  interviewing 

Prince Khalid ibn Abdullah’s racing manager, whom 

she addressed as Lord Grimthorpe.  This was indeed 

the 5
th

 Baron Grimthorpe, descendant of “our” Ed-

mund Beckett who became the 1
st

 Baron in 1886. 

When Edmund  was ennobled, he had to name a 

place in England to include in his full title, and he 

chose Grimthorpe, which one presumes was near his 

first home at Doncaster. It  is not clear where this 

was, but at Doncaster Race Course there is an impor-

tant annual race known as the Grimthorpe Chase.  

Not the sort of occasion  which our strictly devout 

Baron would have approved! 

To trace the connection between past and present 

Grimthorpes, we first have to look at Edmund’s 

nephew Ernest, born in 1856, who became the 2
ND

 

Baron in 1905 after a successful career in banking and 

politics. He was  claimed  by Alice Keppel to be the 

father of  her daughter Violet Trefusis (before Mrs 

Keppel became involved with the future Edward VII).  

In other matters he perhaps followed his uncle’s ar-

chitectural example, as in 1904 he bought and re-

stored what was described as a ruined farm house 

near Ravello in Italy. Its name, Villa Cimbrone, had 

survived from the 11
th

 century, and Ernest rebuilt and 

extended it with great skill and loving care,  so much 

so that when he died in England in 1917, his body 

was taken for burial  at the Villa. 

Meanwhile Ernest’s daughter Lucy had married Count 

Otto Czernin, an Austrian diplomat, and they were 

living in Berlin when their son Manfred was born in 

1913. What happened during the Great  War is not 

 

MARGARET OWEN 

 

Just before going to press, we were  
saddened to learn of the death of  

Margaret Owen. She and her husband  
Dennis have been members of the Society 

for many years, and of course long standing 
residents of Fishpool Street. We offer our 
best wishes at this difficult time to Dennis 

and all her family. 

COMMEMORATION OF THE  

GREAT WAR 1914 IN 2014 
At our year end, the University of Hertfordshire organ-

ised another workshop which highlighted the number of 

local historians who are finding out more about the 

men and women who died in World War I. Ann Dean 

has undertaken further research about those whose 

names are commemorated on the War Memorials in 

the St. Albans Abbey parish and it is possible that there 

may be a further edition of the St. Albans Abbey Parish 

War Memorials. Jon Mein is currently working on the 

stories of the men who were brought before the Tribu-

nals (1915-1918).                                          John Cox                                          John Cox                                          John Cox                                          John Cox    
Publicity Officer 
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[All photographs courtesy  

of Roy Bratby] 

VISIT TO COPPED HALL 

On a beautiful June day, 20 members drove to Essex for 

a visit to Copped Hall.  We were met by Peter Dalton, 

who had given a talk to the Society in May 2011.  We 

then met our guide Sylvia Keith, who we learnt was the 

guides’ trainer and who accompanied us during the rest 

of our tour of this fine Georgian building on the edge of 

Epping Forest. 

The first recorded building was a Royal Hunting Lodge 

with 2 acres owned by the Fitzaucher family.  By the 

14
th

 century it comprised 180 acres and Richard II came 

here after the Peasants’ Revolt.  It was acquired by 

Waltham Abbey, who gave it to Henry VIII in the hope 

of saving Waltham, but sadly to no avail!   

Mary Tudor was a prisoner in the medieval mansion, 

which was inherited by Elizabeth I, who gave the prop-

erty to one of her courtiers, Sir Thomas Heneage, who 

started rebuilding.  The foundations of the Elizabethan 

mansion, comprising 103 rooms are still in evidence 

and the subject of an annual archaeological dig.  It is 

suggested that Shakespeare wrote his Midsummer’s 

Night’s Dream to celebrate the marriage of Sir Thomas 

Heneage to his second wife, the Countess of South-

ampton, and also thought that the first performance 

took place at Copped Hall. 

The present house was built in 1758 by John Conyers 

on a different site to the Elizabethan mansion.  It was 

sited on top of a hill with wonderful views over the sur-

rounding countryside, but it was destroyed by fire in 

1917 leaving just the shell of the house, and the un-

damaged Victorian wings. 

The locals fought off various development schemes and 

in the 1990’s a local architect, Alan Cox, formed a Trust 

with the idea of restoring the Georgian house to its for-

mer glory.  The money to buy the property was raised 

by leasing out some outbuildings, on 999 year leases.  

The leaseholders then had to convert the properties 

themselves, although the communal garden was land-

scaped for them.  The house was finally purchased in 

1995.  The surrounding land had already been pur-

chased by the Corporation of London in 1992. 

The Trust, supported by local volunteers has managed 

to restore the roof and insert the first floor, together 

with some new windows.  It is an ongoing labour of 

love and will take many years to complete.  The house, 

so typical of Georgian houses is symmetrical and the 

enfilade walk through the rooms has been re-instated. 

The huge four acre walled garden has 18
th

 century 

walls.  It was given to the Trust in 1999 by the local 

council, provided the Trust looks after the walls.  It was 

still a market garden until the 1970’s and now provides 

the Trust with fruit and vegetables, which they sell on 

the open days. 

The main gardens were kept up until the 1920’s but 

considerable work has taken place since the Trust took 

over. 

The local council paid for the renovation of the fives 

court, which is used as a tea room and shop.  We all 

enjoyed coffee and much appreciated home made 

cakes. 

The house and grounds are used for staging plays, con-

certs, quiz evenings, tours and any other events, which 

will make much needed money. 

Everyone enjoyed the visit and many thanks to Pat for 

arranging it.  I am, however, sure we will all be back 

over the years to see the progress to restore this won-

derful house with fantastic views over the countryside 

and the M25. 

Ann BanhamAnn BanhamAnn BanhamAnn Banham    
 

 



Tuesday , 4th September - AGM   

Jacob’s Island / Snowhill Holborn 

David Saxby 

Jacob’s Island is a unique area of Southwark, in Bermond-

sey, which became famous for the worst place to live in 

London. It was a notorious slum and rookery of the 19th 

century. 

Charles Dickens visited Jacob’s Island and it features in his 

Oliver Twist from 1837–39. It was the place where Bill 

Sykes came to his end in Folly Ditch. The excavations at 

Jacob’s Island were carried out 15 years ago and pub-

lished this year to co-inside with the 200 year anniversary 

of Charles Dickens birth. The excavation revealed Folly 

Ditch and from the fill were numerous artefacts dating to 

the time Dickens visited the area. 

In contrast, last year an archaeological excavation was 

carried out at Holborn Viaduct which revealed the 16th to 

19th century Three Tuns Public House on Snow Hill along 

with the thoroughfare Snow Hill itself and buildings lining 

the road. One such building was a chemist shop which 

was operating at the time Dickens was writing about 

Oliver Twist. He may have also seen this building as he 

used to visit the famous Saracen’s Head further along on 

Snow Hill. 

These two sites show a contrast in the development of 

two separate areas of London, one of prosperity with inns 

and shops typical of the London scene and the other of  

decay and disease. 

David Saxby has been a senior archaeologist for 25 years 

at the Museum of London Archaeology. He has excavated 

on many archaeological sites in London including the 

Jacob’s Island and Holborn Viaduct sites. 

 

Tuesday ,18th September  

The Stones of London 

Leo Hollis 

 ‘The Stones of London’ tells the story of twelve London 

buildings in a kaleidoscopic and unexpected history of one 

of the world's most enigmatic cities. From the Roman fo-

rum to the Gherkin, Regent Street to the East End, the 

Houses of Parliament to Greenwich Palace, London's 

buildings are testament to the richness of its past. Behind 

the facades of these buildings lie the stories of the people, 

ideas and events that took place within them and that 

caused their creation. They all have very human stories, of 

the men and women who dreamed and lived their lives in 

London, leaving their imprint upon the fabric of the     

capital. 

Leo Hollis is an author and historian. He has written two 

books on London: Phoenix: the Men Who Made Modern 

London and The Stones of London: A History in Twelve 

Buildings. He is currently working on a book about the 

future of cities: Why Cities are Good For You. He lives in 

London with his wife and two children. 

 

Friday,  28th September   

Pugin:  Man of Contrasts, Gothic Genius & Revolutionary 

Prof. Clyde Binfield 

This lecture celebrates a Gothic Revolutionary.   If Augus-

tus Welby Northmore Pugin (1812-1852) had not existed, 

architecture would have been quite different.   Pugin’s 

own work was disconcertingly uneven.   Too many of his 

buildings lack the WOW factor.  And yet his impact on the 

churchscape, townscape, and landscape of nineteenth-

century Britain was without parallel.   Some of this can be 

attributed to his own buildings, more of it can be attrib-

uted to his writings, and much of it comes from that in-

tangible thing:  personality. 

This lecture will explore the paradoxes that made him a 

genius.   His background, his formation, his Catholicism, 

his writings.   It explores some of his buildings, churches, 

houses, their furnishings, and his clinching contribution to 

the age’s most representative British building, the Palace 

of Westminster.   It will consider his relationships with his 

clients, not least the 16
th

 Earl of Shrewsbury, and it will 

consider his posterity.   It will even relate him to Birming-

ham, to the small modern house, and to twentieth-

century Modernism.  It will do so in three sessions: 

“Gothic Revolutionary”, “the Converting of a Catholic Ar-

chitect”, and “From Ramsgate to Posterity”. Could any-

thing be more enjoyably unlikely? 

Professor Clyde Binfield was educated at Dover Grammar 

School; Emanuel College, Cambridge.  He went to teach in 

the Department of History, University of Sheffield, in 1964   

and remained there.  He was Head of Department 1989 - 

1992. He retired as Professor Emeritus.    He is a past 

President of the Ecclesiastical History Society, the United 

Reformed Church History Society, the Chapels Society; he 

is President of the Friends of Dr Williams Library; he is a 

Trustee of the Historic Chapels Trust and the Yorkshire 

Historic Churches Trust; and he chairs Wakefield Cathe-

LECTURE PROGRAMME 2012 
All Lectures will be held at St Albans School, Abbey Gateway, St Albans AL3 4HB. 

Tuesday Lectures start at 8.00pm. Friday Lectures start at 7.45pm. 
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dral’s Fabric Advisory Committee.  Most of his teaching 

was in Victorian political history, most of his writing has 

been on Ecclesiastical History (19
th

 – 20
th

 centuries) - lat-

terly with an architectural bias. 

 

Tuesday, 9th October   

Slum Life in 19
th

 Century  Kings Cross (Agar Town and 

Somerstown) - Life on the Wrong Side of the Tracks 

Gene Mitchell 

This talk will consider Slum Life in Agar Town and Somers- 

town in the 19th Century before the coming of the railway 

into Kings Cross and St Pancras. It will include snapshots 

of everyday life, together with a comparison of what the 

area has become today.  

Gene pronounced ‘’Jeannie’’ was born in Liverpool and 

brought up and educated in Clerkenwell. Her first job as a 

Legal Secretary to a small firm in Clerkenwell was fol-

lowed by other secretarial work in London, Wellington, 

New Zealand and Sydney, Australia, with six years spent 

working on cruise ships out of Sydney around the Pacific 

Islands. She finally, spent 25 years as a Local Government 

Officer for the London Borough of Camden in Kings Cross. 

She is both a Clerkenwell & Islington and City of London 

Guide. Since retirement she conducts walking tours in 

London and Oxford, and also Wellington in New Zealand, 

as well as guiding for The Order of St John at their HQ in 

Clerkenwell.  

 

 Tuesday, 16th October     

Children of the Labouring Poor 

Eileen Wallace 

This talk will test the thesis that no children in the rural 

county of Hertfordshire endured such harsh living and 

working conditions as those in the north.  Using sources 

from Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies (HALS) and 

from factory inspectors’ reports a picture can be built up 

of long hours, low pay, harsh discipline, dangerous work-

ing conditions and substandard housing.  Eileen will exam-

ine agriculture, straw plaiting, silk throwing, paper mak-

ing, bricklaying and chimney sweeping and show that 

child labour provided an essential part of family incomes 

if the workhouse was to be avoided. By the end of the 

century there were some improvements especially in edu-

cation but living and working conditions for those over 

eleven were still hard.  

Eileen Wallace is a history graduate of Birmingham Uni-

versity where she was awarded the Baxter Prize for Local 

History. She trained as an archivist at University College, 

London.  After working in Berkshire Record Office, she 

moved to London and worked as a history teacher and 

head of department. She moved to Hertfordshire and be-

came Archive Education Officer at Hertfordshire Archives 

and Local Studies (HALS). Eileen later took a Master’s de-

gree in local history at Cambridge University. Eileen wrote 

Children of the Labouring Poor for Hertfordshire Univer-

sity Press and she is currently preparing a volume on Hert-

ford Gaol for the Hertfordshire Record Society.  

 

Friday 26 October    

Titanic – Archaeology of an Emigrant Ship 

Dr Matthew Symonds 

In the early hours of 15 April 1912, the ‘unsinkable’ RMS 

Titanic struck an iceberg and entered legend as one of the 

worst maritime disasters in history. Since her rediscovery 

in 1985 the Titanic has attracted hundreds of visitors, 

both scientists and tourists, and this intense interest has 

taken its toll on the wreck. In the Spring of this year the 

remains became underwater heritage. But should we 

treat the wreck as a monument, an archaeological site, or 

a mass grave? The Titanic is best-known as a luxury liner, 

but recent research has shed new light on the lives – and 

deaths – of the 700 emigrants travelling third class, seek-

ing a better life across the Atlantic. 

 

Dr Matthew Symonds studied Archaeology at Nottingham 

University, and then Classical Archaeology at Christ 

Church, Oxford. He is Editor of Current Archaeology maga-

zine, a Visiting Fellow at Newcastle University, and co-

editor of Frontiers of Knowledge, the Hadrian’s Wall Re-

search Framework. He has excavated in Bulgaria, Sicily, 

Italy and Britain, but is most at home on Rome’s northern 

frontiers. 

 

Tuesday,  6th November   

Whitechapel in the Eighteenth Century 

Derek Morris  

Based on five years of detailed research in the archives of 

London this talk will cover many aspects of life in this im-

portant London suburb. In the eighteenth century, White-

chapel had a population of about 25,000, double the size 

of Hull and about the same size as Glasgow and Liverpool. 

In spite of its size, and the importance of its industries and 

service facilities to the economy of London, it has been 

neglected by historians. Modern perceptions of eight-

eenth-century Whitechapel rarely mention the people 

who lived there; the millionaires, Fellows of the Royal So-

ciety, the authors of text books and dictionaries, or the 

entrepreneurial merchants. 

Derek Morris spoke to the Society in 2001 and since then 

he has written three well-regarded books relating the so-

cial history of East London in the 18
th

 century. His books 

challenge many of the stereotypes associated with this 

area and are published by the East London History Soci-
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ety. ‘Whitechapel 1600-1800: A social history of an early 

modern London Inner Suburb. 2011’. ‘Wapping 1600-

1800, A social history of an Early Modern London Mari-

time Suburb’, with Ken Cozens, 2009. ‘Mile End Old Town, 

1740 1780; A social history of an Early Modern London 

Suburb’, 2007. Derek is a member of the team that for the 

past eight years has been indexing the Sun Fire Office poli-

cies, which now cover 1790 to 1840. The index is on-line 

at The National Archive, Kew. Derek also leads walks 

around Mile End and Wapping. 

 

Tuesday,  13th November 

The Delme Radcliffes of Hitchin Priory 

Sue Flood 

The Radcliffe family arrived in Hitchin before 1538 and 

acquired the Priory buildings on their Dissolution by Henry 

VIII in which Ralph Radcliffe ran a school.  Using the fam-

ily's archive collection held by HALS this talk follows the 

family from these humble beginnings to the creation of a 

fortune from the Levant Trade in the eighteenth century, 

when Hertfordshire MP John Radcliffe was able to marry a 

daughter of the Earl of Carlisle, rebuild the Priory and live 

the life of a country gentleman. 

 

Susan Flood, a native of County Durham, began her pro-

fessional career as an archivist working in the London of-

fice of the National Playing Fields Association.  After three 

years at the Greater London Record Office, in 1978 she 

joined the Hertfordshire Record Office (now known as 

Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies).  Since 2001 she 

has held the post of County Archivist.  In 1997 she ob-

tained a Master of Studies in Local History from the Uni-

versity of Cambridge.  Her previous publications include: 

St Albans Wills, 1471-1500 (HRS vol IX); Hertfordshire Lay 

Subsidy Rolls, 1307 and 1334, co-edited with Janice 

Brooker (HRS vol XIV); and Two Nineteenth Century Hert-

fordshire Diaries, 1822-1849, co-edited with Judith Knight 

(HRS vol XVIII). Susan has been a member of the Hertford-

shire Record Society committee since 1992 and has 

served as General Editor since 2000.   

 

In addition she is a former chair of the East of England 

Regional Archive Council and sits on committees for both 

the British Records Association and the British Record So-

ciety. 

 

Tuesday, 20th November  

A History of Britain in 20  Places 

Dave Musgrove 

Dave Musgrove will be talking about his recent book, 100 

Places That Made Britain. He asked foremost British histo-

rians to nominate the sites they believed to be the most 

important in British history and then travelled the length 

and breadth of the British Isles to to each place to provide 

a visitor's point of view alongside the captivating stories 

that make each one great – from Swansea's White Rock 

Copper Works and the Tower of London, to Derry's City 

Walls and Stirling Castle. His talk he will take us on a tour 

through British history, visiting some of the key sites in 

the nation’s story. 

Dave Musgrove has been the editor of BBC History Maga-

zine for the past eight years, prior to which he edited Liv-

ing History Magazine. He has a doctorate in landscape 

archaeology, for which he spent three pleasant years 

tramping over the Somerset Levels investigating the me-

dieval landholdings of Glastonbury Abbey. He lives with 

his wife and three small children near Cirencester in 

Gloucestershire. 

Doreen Bratby                                    Roy BratbyDoreen Bratby                                    Roy BratbyDoreen Bratby                                    Roy BratbyDoreen Bratby                                    Roy Bratby    
Lecture Secretary                              Chairman, Programme  

Development Committee 

We reported in our May issue that Channel 5 had re-

quested the help of the Society in the production of a 

future "The Hotel Inspector" programme.     Some 

dozen or so of our members duly assembled in the 

Court Room behind the Old Town Hall to hear the pre-

sent owner, Jayne MacBeath, tell us of her knowledge 

and make an impassioned plea for help.   Three of our 

members (Ann Dean, Jon Mein and Gerard 

McSweeney)  then further assisted Channel 5 and the 

hotel owners  in their deliberations concerning the his-

tory of this well known establishment in St Albans. The 

programme makers have thanked us again for our par-

ticipation and helping them to create this episode.  

The news from Channel 5 is that the programme has 

now indeed been completed, and is scheduled for 

transmission at 9pm on Thursday 16th August - other 

programmes in the series are already being transmitted 

so, if you wish to have an advance flavour of what is 

likely to happen with ‘our’ programme, do tune in to 

earlier editions!  

NB  Scheduled time /date of transmission is correct at 

time of our going to press - but you may wish to keep 

an eye on the TV guides, just in case of any changes.    

Bryan HanlonBryan HanlonBryan HanlonBryan Hanlon    
Secretary 

HOTEL INSPECTOR,  

WHITE HART—UPDATE 
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LOOK! ST ALBANS! :   

Design Standards for St Albans  

Developments Exercise 

The draft report from the Prince’s Foundation for Building 

Community was circulated to Steering Group members in 

May for comment. This is an impressive modern document, 

and it is pleasing that the SAHAAS presentations on the 

historical development of the city have been included in 

the draft. The review process has taken longer than antici-

pated. It was originally hoped that there would be a public 

presentation of the final report before the end of the 

school term, but that has not been possible. It is hoped that 

that will now happen early in the new school term in Sep-

tember. 

We are pleased that the SADC have mentioned this design 

codes initiative in their recent Civic Centre Opportunity Site 

brief. 

Donald MunroDonald MunroDonald MunroDonald Munro    
President 

ST. ALBANS PUB HERITAGE CD  

The Bricket Wood Society and the Park Street & Frog-

more Society have sponsored ‘Before They All Disap-

pear: the pubs and pub signs of St Albans parishes’, a 

comprehensive illustrated CD containing an historical 

record of 274 St Albans pub, past and present (113 St. 

Albans Central/161 Nine Parishes). Its 346 pages con-

tain 600+ photographs including many of the colourful 

pub signs.  This is a non-profit venture seeking to raise 

up to £1000 for Keech Hospice Care for Adults and 

Children (formerly Keech Cottage). 

South Herts Branch of CAMRA are allowing them to 

sell these  - £3.00 - at the CAMRA 

Membership Stand in the foyer at 

the St Albans Beer Festival, Alban 

Arena,     26-29 September 2012 - 

11am-11pm.  

For further information contact 

Rosemary Wenzerul  01923 

677111 

RARE ST ALBANS ALMANACK  

We have been delighted to acquire for the Society’s 

Library a copy of the St Albans Almanack and General 

Advertiser for 1859, published by Richard Gibbs. Jon 

Mein spotted it in an eBay auction, and we were lucky 

enough to obtain it. 

Although it is the third year of publication, we believe 

this to be the earliest extant copy of a St Albans alma-

nac. The next earliest known copy, for 1870, is at Hert-

fordshire Archives & Library Services (HALS) in Hert-

ford.  The Gibbs (later Gibbs and Bamforth) Almanack  

“... containing a large quantity of local information ... 

and much other valuable and important matter” con-

tinued well into the twentieth century. 

Directories, almanacs, and of course newspapers are 

valuable printed sources for the social and economic 

history of their contemporary societies. The important 

material for us is the 12 pages at each end of the work 

full of adverts and local information.  As would have 

been the case with other regional productions of the 

time, half of the work is a standard almanac with gen-

eral information in calendar and tabular form about 

weather, planting dates, tide tables, astronomical data 

and statistics in a variety of fields. This would have 

been printed elsewhere (usually London), with Gibbs 

encasing it between the local information front and 

rear.  

The only earlier St Albans printed almanac we are 

aware of is Bayly's Herts. County Almanack (St. Albans, 

[1848,49]), which has  been traced only at the Bodleian 

Library. The St Albans Public Library does have a copy 

of Bayly's Visitors' Guide Book to the Antiquities of St. 

Alban's (revised and enlarged);… being a Directory and 

County Almanack combined [c.1865]. Langley’s Alma-

nack & Directory  appeared from 1875, though the ear-

liest extant copy is 1881 at HALS. 

It would be good to have a few more examples of these 

in the Library, particularly a Bayly.   

Meanwhile the Library Team has recently been check-

ing our holdings of the Society’s earlier publications. At 

the time of writing we thought we were about to ac-

quire one or two elu-

sive lecture reports 

from 1850 which have 

not been in the Library. 

Unaccountably, al-

though listed in the 

contents, the St Albans 

Architectural & Ar-

chaeological Society 

items are not present 

in the volume of com-

bined archaeological 

society reports. The 

hunt continues. 

Donald MunroDonald MunroDonald MunroDonald Munro    
President 


