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MEMBERSHIP

Welcome to our new members:

Dr Jerice Bergstrom   USA   Kevin O’Connor    St Albans
Lauren Dennis    Ardeley  Delbert Sandiford   St Albans
Leona Fensome    St Albans Una Smith     St Albans
Murray Graham and      Christine Szewczykowski Watford

Dr Alexandra Sinclair St Albans Catherine and Steve
Ged Hesketh    St Albans  Walker      St Albans
Pat Hiscock     Watford Nicole and Andrew Wills
Paul Kelly     St Albans  and family     St Albans
Richard Morgan    St Albans Emil Zidaru      St Albans
Karen Murphy    Hertford
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As I forecast last time your Council have
had a very busy Summer and I hope you
all appreciate what they have been
doing. The Clock Tower was again open,
and it was wonderful to see so many
visitors taking advantage of this during
the Heritage Open Days. Visitors can
once again access our
Library in safety, albeit in
restricted numbers. On
average, more than 100
of you continue to attend
our exciting and varied
lecture programme. We
continue to work very
hard with Marlborough
Road Methodist Church
to ensure we can sensibly
deploy face to face and live streaming,
hopefully in January.

Notably, the first in our Concise Histories
series of publications has been produced
and is a major achievement, providing
research in an attractive modern format
without dumbing down the scholarship.
The new archaeology group, besides
having two opportunities to ‘geophys’,
has also had three visits with more
planned. Our website is continually
updated with informative content. Arti-
cles promoting us appear in the Herts
Advertiser. We are influencing the pres-
ervation of key parts of St Albans herit-

age (the Roman wall in Verulamium
Park and the ruins at Sopwell) and have
also started to provide advice to St
Albans inhabitants and visitors through
our partnership with St Albans
Museums in their local history drop-in
initiative. There is, not least, this won-
derful newsletter.

However, as has been
written ‘everyone
wishes to sup of the
vintage, but few are pre-
pared to labour in the
vineyard of the Lord’. I
suppose the modern
parallel is JFK’s ‘Ask not
what your country can
do for you but what you
can do for your coun-

try’. This Society’s membership has
grown rapidly to over 600 people, the
range of opportunities and services
that we provide to you has also greatly
increased, but the labour of making
things happen remains on just a few
shoulders. You will see in a separate
piece in this Newsletter that, after
many years of stalwart service, David
Moore will be relinquishing the post of
Treasurer. We owe David a massive
debt not only for undertaking the day-
to-day operations, but for his wisdom
which he has selflessly deployed to
safeguard the Society. Being brutal, an
association cannot exist without a
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Treasurer and there must be in our
current membership someone with the
necessary skills. So please step forward.
(See facing page for further details.)

And so, my President’s Message this
time is very much a call to arms on two
fronts. The first is to ask more of you to
step forward and help us in our aim of
becoming one of Britain’s best local
history societies. We need more people
to help at The Clock Tower. Indeed, I
stepped in one Saturday as we might not
have been able to open due to a lack of
resource. We also need volunteers to
work on our exciting new publications,
and to technically support our ambitious
lecture programme. In addition, with our
Publicity Officer, Andie Hill, stepping
down due to overriding work commit-
ments, we also need people who feel
confident in deploying social media and
want to engage with schools and differ-
ent communities.

The second front is financial. This Society
does not have the ‘war chest’ enjoyed
by other societies. For example, the

Cumberland and Westmorland Anti-
quarian and Archaeological Society has,
through donations and bequests,
£800,000 available to provide research
grants, publish a range of material annu-
ally, and encourage young people to
become interested in archaeology and
history. Such funds are, of course, only
of use when they can be deployed.
There will be many opportunities going
forward to donate to SAHAAS. The first
one is to help finance the making and
placing on permanent public display a
reproduction of the Wheathampstead
ewer (see p.23).

It has been pointed out to me that I am
writing to you at the end of my first year
as President. Much good work has been
done and I thank all of those who have
contributed. But there is still so much to
do. I hope many of you will step forward
to help. Please email me if you feel you
can. However small the help may appear
to you, it will make a great difference to
us.

Dr John Morewood
chair@stalbanshistory.org

HOT OFF THE PRESS: PRE-REFORMATION WILLS FROM
RICKMANSWORTH PARISH (1409-1539)
Edited by Dr Heather  Falvey, this book contains transcriptions of 213 wills and 35
grants of administration relating to parishioners from Rickmansworth, a manor
owned by St Albans Abbey. The cost is £7.50 plus postage where appropriate.

Further details on https://rickmansworthhistory.org.uk.
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Your Society Needs You!
TREASURER – AN URGENT APPEAL
For many years now, the Society has been able to use the services of David Moore
as our treasurer, and of Chris Hall as our Independent Accounts Examiner.
Unfortunately, all good things eventually come to an end, and both now wish to
stand down, for personal and family reasons.

Our Society therefore needs replacements – and quickly. David will ensure a full
handover.  As you will realise, the position of treasurer is absolutely critical to the
day-to-day smooth running of our Society – I would suggest that the position of
treasurer is even more important than that of your ever so humble secretary! With
over 600 members, we must surely have those who are able and willing to fulfil
this role, so can I please ask you to volunteer now?

In fact, our treasurer does not need to be a current member – David agreed to
take on the role when a member Tony Cooper, his next-door neighbour,
approached him over the garden fence telling him that we were looking for
someone to fill this position, and the rest is history.  You may well be aware of
someone you can approach who would be willing to take on this role.

No Society can operate without a treasurer – this position is vital.

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTS EXAMINER
The role of Independent Accounts Examiner really needs to be, by definition,
someone outside the Society, a non-member, and I ask that we all give this some
thought and recommend/suggest someone known to us who may be interested
in / willing to undertake this annual exercise of submitting a report to the Trustees
and who has, ideally, some degree of accounting knowledge and expertise.

Please call David (07769 707362) or myself (01727 851734) for an introductory
chat.

Bryan Hanlon
Secretary
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‘LADY ANNE BACON’ LAUNCH

By the time you read this report, our
new Concise Histories series will have
been launched and issue no. 1 – Mis-
tress of Gorhambury by Deborah Spring
(pictured right) – available on the
‘shelves’ of our online bookshop for
several weeks. The launch itself was
most enjoyable. Although a number of
guests decided to stay home for health
reasons, over fifty people came out on
a wet night to attend the event.

Everyone appeared to be thoroughly
engaged with the short talks given by
Deborah Spring and John Morewood.
People clearly took great pleasure in
meeting up again with fellow members.
‘It was so good to see people in real life
and have a catch-up and interesting to
hear about Deborah’s research’,’ said
one person. And another remarked ‘it

was so nice
to be there
with every-
one looking
cheerful and
pleased to
see each
other’.

We had our
fair share of mini-crises behind the
scenes. The team of helpers on the
night did a fantastic job – a huge thank
you to everyone concerned.

We’re now busy publicising the book
and are delighted with the Herts Adver-
tiser’s half-page coverage (7 October,
p.22). It is hoped that we will soon be
selling our Concise Histories and other
publications at live talks at MRMC.

Pat Broad

HERTFORDSHIRE RECORDS SOCIETY (HRS) UPDATE

The society’s latest volume (no. XXXVII), Ashwell Overseers’ Accounts, 1676 to
1722, has recently been published. The editor is David Short. Overseers’
accounts record in varying detail assistance given to poor parishioners and
rates raised to cover that expenditure. The poor comprised two groups: those
needing relief to deal with immediate problems and those who were unable
to work due to old age or permanent infirmity. Ashwell’s accounts are unusually
detailed, providing information not only of fixed pensions but also of casual
disbursements covering, for example, rents, and purchases of clothing.

HRS members will receive this volume as part of their 2020/1 subscription.
Please consider joining the society to help further its important work. See the
society’s website for further information: hrsociety.org.uk.
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AGM

Although Covid 19 is still with us, we –
and it seems the rest of the world –
have been starting to ‘open up’, and we
now propose having our Annual
General Meeting for the year 2020-21
on Tuesday 11 January. Continuing with
the method that we used for our last
such meeting, this will be held via the
wonders of Zoom but – many fingers
crossed! – also as a truly ‘live’ meeting
at Marlborough Road Methodist
Church (MRMC). It will be almost two
years (yes, so long) since we have met
there, so we hope that many of you will
take this opportunity to meet up with
old friends and acquaintances
(although, sadly, no nibbles or drinks).

If you propose joining via Zoom, please
register on Eventbrite using the link
from the Forthcoming Events section
on our website or wait for the emailed
invitation at the beginning of January.

At this AGM it will be necessary to vote
approval (or otherwise!) on certain
items, and, for those who will not be at
MRMC on the night, we are therefore
including a voting slip (one per mem-

ber); please complete and return to me
– contact details on the slip – by 18
December.

NB The meeting will cover Society busi-
ness only, in accordance with the
Agenda (see pp. 8-9.) If you have any
points that you wish to raise at the
AGM, please write with full details to
me as the Secretary (details as above),
again to arrive by 18 December.  If you
require further information or clarifica-
tion, please contact me using the
contact methods detailed on the  voting
slip. And, if this has not whetted your
appetite enough, following the AGM,
Peter Burley will be giving us a talk on
‘Westminster Palaces on the North
Bank of the Thames’.

It is hoped as many as possible will join
us.  The support, views and comments
of Society members are important and
an integral part of the management of
the Society. I, and your entire Council,
look forward to seeing you (hopefully
face to face!) on 11 January.

Bryan Hanlon
Secretary

admin@stalbanshistory.org

THE NEWSLETTER

Copy deadline for the February 2022 edition is 15 January. If you have any
comments about the Newsletter or wish to submit content, please email me,
Jon Mein, via newsed@stalbanshistory.org.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that

The Annual General Meeting of
St Albans and Hertfordshire Architectural and Archaeological Society

will be held on
Tuesday 11 January 2022 at 7.30 pm

for the following purposes:

Agenda

1. Apologies for absence

2. President's comments

3. To adopt the minutes of the AGM held on 8 January 2021
(enc. with the February 2021 Newsletter)

4. To receive the accounts for the year ended 31 May 2021
(enc. with the November 2021 Newsletter)

5. To receive reports from our various Groups
(printed in the November 2021 Newsletter)

6. To elect the following members to serve on Council (with their re-
sponsibilities) until the next AGM:

Vice-president         Peter Burley
Secretary          Bryan Hanlon
Treasurer          Vacant
17th Century Research Group     Pat Howe
Archaeology Group        John Morewood, pro tem
Clock Tower          Caroline Howkins
Herts Archaeology and History     Christine McDermott
Lecture Secretary        Gill Girdziusz
Librarian          Heather Jardine
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Membership Secretary       David Smith
Minutes Secretary        Sally Pearson
Newsletter Editor        Jon Mein
Programme Dev. Committee, Chairman   Tony Berk
Publications - Commissioning Editor    Pat Broad
Publicity          Vacant
Technical          Frank Iddiols
Website     Peter Bourton

7. Independent examiner of accounts - new examiner to be appointed

8. A O B

Location expected to be Marlborough Road Methodist Church and via Zoom

The AGM will be followed by a lecture given by Dr Peter Burley:

‘Westminster Palaces on the north bank of the Thames’

SEEKING MEMORIES OF ST ALBANS FROM 1945 TO 1979
My name is Luke O’Donnell, and I am in my final year of study at King's
College London, where I am reading History. My dissertation focuses on the
development of local identity in St Albans, from the end of the Second World
War to the late 1970s. It would be of great help to my research if I could
conduct interviews with individuals who grew up during this period, as my
research focuses particularly on the perspectives of ‘ordinary’ citizens at this
time.

Growing up in Goff's Oak (a small village in Broxbourne), St Albans has always
struck me as a place proud of its past, and its people proud of being from
there. My motivations behind these interviews are to understand the
perspectives of people who lived through a time of significant change.

If you would like to help with my research, then please email:
luke.o'donnell@kcl.ac.uk or Dr Mark Freeman (m.freeman@ucl.ac.uk).
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Enclosed with this Newsletter are the accounts for the financial year ended 31 May
2021 which were signed by the independent examiner on 8 October 2021 and were
approved by Council on 20 October 2021.  As in previous years the accounts are
presented in the format required by the Charity Commission’s Accounting and
Reporting by Charities - Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP2005). They
also contain a report from an independent examiner even though the Charity
Commission does not require such a report for Charities with income below
£25,000. I am more comfortable, however, to present to you accounts which have
been subject to independent examination.

The results for the year are split between the restricted and unrestricted funds.

Restricted Funds:
There was no activity and the Mayor’s Prize was not awarded this year. Discussions
are currently ongoing with both the original Donor Mayor and the Mayor’s Office
with a view to revamping the purpose and awarding of the prize.

A further restricted amount of £1,194 is set aside being the surplus generated by
the successful Verulamium conference held in June 2019. A decision from the
organisers as to how these funds are to be utilised is still awaited.

A generous member’s donation of £8,000 is also ring-fenced, with discussions
ongoing at Council regarding its use with several projects under consideration.

Unrestricted Funds:
Income:
● Membership Subscriptions received amounted to £10,957, up £1,547 on the

previous year reflecting a not insubstantial increase in membership.  Notwith-
standing the impact of the COVID pandemic curtailing activities, it was
encouraging that so many new members joined. This is the main source of
income to the Society.

● With the closure of the Clock Tower no income was generated and received
from this source.
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● Gift Aid of £2,290 was received, down £936 on the previous year. On the face
of it this is a little disappointing. However it needs to be remembered that
several personal donations attracting Gift Aid were received in the earlier
period. A claim for 2020-2021 has been submitted and this will be shown in
next year’s, 2021-2022, accounts, this should reflect the claim for Gift Aid on
the £8,000 donation mentioned earlier.

Expenditure:
● Running/Admin costs were below expectation due in no small part to the

ongoing effects of the pandemic and the consequential lockdowns curtailing
activities.  Overall expenses were down £3,754 on the previous year.

● With the Lecture programme being entirely online there was no cost for
premises hire and, coupled with an excellent programme of speakers many of
whom were Society members who gave their time generously at no cost to the
Society, an overall saving of £2,161 was made when compared with last year’s
costs.

● Newsletter costs also down by £478, compared with the previous year, one
edition being produced on line thus saving on printing costs.

Balance Sheet:
Overall, the Balance Sheet reflects a satisfactory position with an increase in surplus
funds available with the CAF account now holding some £32,733, up £3,000, in
unrestricted funds with no major items of expenditure in the pipeline other than
the publication of the first book in the Concise Histories series.

However, this figure includes the following: -
Operating Reserve    £12,000
Book 1 – Concise Histories £  1,200
Net available funds   £19,533

Overall, the Society’s finances remain in a good position. It will be interesting to see
what impact the predicted price increases will have on our fixed costs over the
coming months; we are already seeing an increase in paper costs for the Newsletter.
Whilst the future is somewhat uncertain, the Society has funds available to explore
new projects and publications in the coming months.

David Moore
Hon. Treasurer
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GROUP REPORTS

As this is the AGM edition of the News-
letter, reports from the Society’s Groups
look back over the 12 months from June
2020 and forward to what’s planned for
the current period.

CLOCK TOWER REPORT

Total visitor numbers for the year were
only 3,370, compared to 10,817 in 2019.
This was, of course, due to the pan-
demic. Our season started at the end of
June, as opposed to the usual date of
Good Friday, and then only with ‘6 in, 6
out’ timed admissions. By the end of
July, and ‘Freedom Day’, we opened up
to walk-in visitors, but numbers were
still low, mainly due to a lack of foreign
visitors but also to a lower number of
day trippers from around the UK.  Our
busiest weekend was in late September
when we opened for free as part
of Heritage Open Days and had
people queuing outside. The
‘Hunt the Golden Keys’ game
proved very popular with our
younger visitors, and more than
80 bags of chocolate coins were
given away as prizes.

The new handheld, contactless
payment device, SumUp, was
trialled this season and has
proved a success. Our volun-

teers have found it easy to use and
visitors seemed pleased to have the
option to pay by card. Although, surpris-
ingly, we still had a good number of
people who were happy to pay the £2
entrance fee with real money!

Sadly, we couldn’t have our annual
Clockateers’ Party to thank all our vol-
unteers for their help this year. But
hopefully, we will be able to arrange a
get-together next March, in advance of
opening on Good Friday, 15 April.

Finally, Mike and I would like to thank
all our volunteers who have stayed with
us over this turbulent year and have
given their time to keep the Clock Tower
open. We very much look forward to
seeing everyone again next year for a
full and busy season.

Caroline Howkins and Mike Carey

A socially distanced queue outside the Clock Tower,
September 2021 (© Caroline Howkins)
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‘NEWSLETTER’ REPORT

Time for the credits. Contributors to
this year’s four newsletters number 40
members of the Society and a further
six non-members including St Albans
Museums’ staff. From these have come
ideas and the content you have read
over the last year. Moreover, four
members, namely, Bryan Hanlon, Julia
Merrick, Roger Miles and Donald
Munro, proof-read each edition before
it goes to press.  And, as to the distribu-
tion of the finished article, Christine
McDermott organises dispatch of over
500 copies four times a year. In partic-
ular, Christine sorts copies into groups
which she and five other members then
deliver to many of you who live in St
Albans and Harpenden. Due to those
six, who include Tony Cooper, Paula
Dilger, Julia Merrick, Graham Norman
and Lin Watson, we save something like
£650 a year on postage, a significant
sum. Many thanks, one and all.

These credits serve to remind us that
the Newsletter is a group production.
Content remains king so please do let
me know if you have ideas for new
material – and ideally write something
yourself about the history of our city
and district.

Jon Mein
newsed@stalbanshistory.org

PROGRAMME DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE (PDC) REPORT

The past year has been challenging and
we had decided earlier in the year to
leave all outings until 2022.  Then the
opportunity arose to have a simple
local outing to the Welwyn Roman
Baths. It proved so popular that two
further such outings were arranged,
both of which have been oversub-
scribed.  A further visit will be arranged
in the new year. The PDC will meet
shortly and plan for the year ahead and
we will report to Council accordingly.

During the year, Gill has continued to
arrange our crucial lecture programme,
moving onto Zoom to replace face-to-
face meetings.  She will tell you more.
I would like to extend our thanks to Gill,
the technical team and all who have
worked together to make this possible.

Similarly, Kate Morris has changed her
successful seminars to Zoom in order
to continue that programme too and
our thanks to her for keeping this
important series going.

Lectures, seminars and outings will
continue into this new era with reports
made as matters arise.

Dr Tony Berk
Chair, PDC
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PUBLICATION COMMITTEE REPORT

As reported elsewhere (see p.6), we
launched the Concise Histories series in
September, with Mistress of Gorham-
bury, Lady Anne Bacon, Tudor courtier
and scholar by Deborah Spring as the
first issue. It took twelve months longer
than originally planned to reach this
point – to a considerable extent the
delay was due to Covid-19. Our marvel-
lous designer Berenice Smith (of Hello
Lovely Design) was remarkably patient
and helpful with all the delays and
changes in plan.

We’ve been fortunate in gaining four
new committee members during the
year and this is bringing fresh ideas to
the table. In addition, the Society’s Pres-
ident is now a member of the commit-
tee, which strengthens the work of the
group.

The volume of sales is down on recent
years (final figures will be available in
the next Newsletter). Reasons for this
include no new publications during the
last 20 months and no opportunity to
run our bookstall at Marlborough Road
Methodist Church. The good news is
that we did attract more customers to
our online bookshop during lockdowns.

We look forward to your support in
making the Concise Histories series a

success. Every sale counts. Christmas
will soon be with us and, at £6.50,
Mistress of Gorhambury will make a
great gift for anyone interested in the
city’s history – and women’s history too.

Finally, we‘ve made it to 500 followers
on Twitter!

Pat Broad

‘HERTFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY
AND HISTORY’ REPORT

The first part of the past year was spent
working with contributors to volume 18
to ensure articles met our editorial
standards. I do some of this, but it is our
editor, Dr Isobel Thompson, who works
mostly with the archaeologists to make
their articles interesting to our non-spe-
cialist members and other readers.
Isobel also liaises with the company who
prepare our journals for printing, to
ensure the finished volume is the pol-
ished product we see. When volume 18
was published early this year, many
heavy boxes had to be received and
stored during the lock-down. As always,
members of your Council volunteered
to help with this and I am very grateful
for their assistance. Sales have been
steady throughout the rest of the year,
although there is always room for
improvement.

Christine McDermott



www.stalbanshistory.org           SAHAAS NEWSLETTER 222             Page 15

ST JULIAN’S RESEARCH GROUP
REPORT

The group has amassed a large amount
of data on the estate and the surround-
ing parish of St Stephen’s. It gives an
understanding of the landscape and its
use as leper hospital, 17th and 18th
century gentleman’s estate to 20th
century farm, re-developed only in the
1950s. With it we hope to re-construct
some of the buildings virtually and
relate the history of the people who
owned and occupied the site, including
those working on the estate. The house-
hold account book of Mrs Ashurst who
lived on the estate in the 18th century
is being analysed, giving a wonderful
insight into life then in general and
more specifically into her society in
London and St Albans. Much of the
detail and side issues explored will also
inform the history of St Stephen’s
parish. This includes incumbents, vicar-
age, parish workhouse and provision of
welfare.

Kate Morris

ARCHAEOLOGY REPORT

I continue to be delighted with the
response to this initiative. Since
August’s update the group has
increased from 20 to 30 members. New
joiners have also joined SAHAAS. Fol-
lowing the geophys work at Praewood

House in July there was a longer period
of intensive work led by Kris Lockyear
in the two fields either side of Gorham-
bury Drive, just beyond the Roman
theatre. In August we had our first
excursion ably led by Lexi Diggins and
Dr Tony Berk. Then in September, Mike
Smith, chair of the Wheathampstead
History Society, skilfully took the group
around some of the medieval field
boundaries surrounding the village. By
fortuitous accident (or good planning
on Mike’s part), we had unique access
to a building believed to have served as
the manorial court. On 23 October
another good friend, David Thorold,
curator at St Albans Museums, guided
us on a visit to the walls at Verulamium.

Future activity involves a visit to the
museums’ store at Sandridge Gate, a
set of winter talks and then back for
more geophys and visits in 2022. One
of the highlights will be a walk led by Dr
Wendy Morrison, kindly arranged by
Gill Girdziusz.

John Morewood

17TH CENTURY GROUP REPORT

Still glowing from the success of our first
volume of probate documents from
1600-15, we have worked steadily
through the year on the preparation for
the second volume covering the dates
1616-29. I am pleased to report that the
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Society’s Council has agreed to oversee
and fund the publication of this work.
There is a third volume waiting to be
completed covering the years 1630-49.
This is an intriguing period to research
leading up to the Civil War, with St
Albans strongly supporting Parliament.
As Jane Harris and I wish to step down
when the current volume is published,
we are keen for someone to take over
this absorbing and interesting work.

Jane and I would like to thank Susan
Bellamy, Ailsa Herbert and David Lasky
for their help transcribing and checking
copy ready for publication. Also to Pat
Broad for her support in the promotion
of the 1600-1615 book and the produc-
tion of 1616-1629.

Pat Howe

LECTURE SECRETARY REPORT

We have presented a full programme
of 24 lectures plus one event to cele-
brate the Society’s 175th anniversary,
and another as an expert panel discus-
sion. A good proportion of lectures was
delivered by members. The number of
attendees increased significantly.
Whenever possible a recording was
made to be placed in the Society’s
Library. The ten lectures this Autumn
are all on Zoom. From January 2022 the
plan is for mostly in-person lectures
simultaneously transmitted via Zoom.

This has only been possible due to the
dedication of a small technical group
who have given up time to develop their
skills. Please consider volunteering to
train as a technical host.

Gill Girdziusz
lectures@stalbanshistory.org

WEBSITE REPORT

In recent months, more new content
has been added to the website. There
are articles on visits by Queen Victoria
to St Albans (Social History > Victorian
St Albans) and Queen Elizabeth I to
Gorhambury (Social History > People).
She also stayed at Sir Richard Lee's
house at Sopwell (Buildings > Buildings).
Another remarkable Tudor lady, Lady
Anne Bacon, is the subject of a recently-
published account (Publications).

Troublesome times feature in pieces on
the assembly of rebellious barons in the
town in 1213, the Peasants Revolt of
1381, and the two Battles of St Albans
of 1455 and 1461 (Social History > War
& Conflict). The Archaeology category
reports on a Roman temple recently
visited by the Archaeology Group
(Archaeology > Changing face), and the
Buildings category looks at the road
improvements made in the 18th and
19th centuries (Buildings > Streets).

Peter Bourton
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LIBRARY REPORT

This has been another topsy-turvy year,
with long periods when the Library has
been closed to researchers and often to
the Library team as well, although we
came in when we could and busied
ourselves behind the scenes sorting and
cataloguing the collections. We began a
tentative return to normality in April and
we hope that we will be able to sustain
regular opening in the year to come. Full
details of opening hours are given on the
website, so it is worth checking there in
case we have to change our patterns
again.

I am sorry to have to record the death
in December of one of our Library team,
Susan Smith, who had been with us for
eight years. We have since then
recruited three more volunteers, with a
range of skills which will strengthen the
team. As always I am grateful to every-
one for all that they do, and do so cheer-
fully.

Libraries are not just about books, and
our Library holds a whole range of col-
lections of all sorts, from maps to pho-
tographs to a first day cover of the
postage stamps featuring the Wars of
the Roses and the first Battle of St
Albans. We have now begun cataloguing
the first of the image collections, the
Allen slides, which depict buildings in St

Albans mostly in the 1980s. It is easy to
forget how much things have changed
even in the last forty years. We will
continue to catalogue images in the
coming year and will also be making a
start on the architectural plans, mostly
of houses built between 1890 and 1930,
which the Society bought in early 2020.
Do please get in touch if you would like
to find out more about these or any
other of our non-book collections.

Finally, I am pleased to report a return
to regular book sales. Members of the
Society, and others, are often generous
in their donation of books to the Library
and we always accept them on the
understanding that we may sell any
duplicates. This not only brings in some
welcome income, but also brings visitors
to the Library who, when they come to
collect their purchases, often stay to
look round, chat to the team and, hope-
fully, discover how our collections can
support their interests and research.

Heather Jardine

New Acquisitions
This quarter I am going to pick from
amongst our new acquisitions just four
which well represent the range of mate-
rial being acquired for the Library.

The first is a modern facsimile reprint of
Sir John Evans’ Account of excavations
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on the sites of two Roman villas at Box
Moor, Herts, which originally appeared
in the 1850s.

Secondly, Chroniclers of history: the
medieval monks of St Albans and their
books, by  (Prof.) James G. Clark, which
is the catalogue of the exhibition held
this summer and which I am sure that
many of us will have visited.

We have also bought Prof. Clark’s large
and newly-published work, The disso-
lution of the monasteries: a new his-
tory, which is a general account of the
times but with many references to St
Albans.

Finally, to bring us closer to the modern
day, we have acquired Welwyn’s rail-
ways: a history of the Great Northern
line from 1850 to 1956, by Tom Gladwin
and others.

I am sure you will agree that there is
something for everyone.

Heather Jardine

Recent Journal Articles
The Alban Link, no. 95, Autumn 2021
pp.4-6 “Robert Fayrfax – St Albans’
most famous Tudor musician on his
500th anniversary”, by David Ireson.
Fayrfax worked for Henry VII and Henry
VIII as well as the Abbey where he was

commissioned to write music for
special occasions including the ‘Alba-
nus Mass’.  His memorial brass can be
found in the presbytery.

pp.7-9 “The book, the leaf, the knife
and some bother”, by Rob Piggott.  The
St Albans Bible was produced in France
around 1320-40 and was probably in
the Abbey Library in the 16th century.
In the mid-20th century, it was bought
at auction and dismantled to be sold as
leaves and illuminated initials.  Two
leaves have been acquired by the
Cathedral and are now on show to the
public.

Harpenden and District Local History
Society Newsletter, no. 144, August
2021
pp.9-10 “Portrait in the Oval Office”, by
Nigel McMurray.  The Harpenden artist
Frank O. Salisbury (1874-1962) painted
five U.S. presidents.  In recent times
Presidents Obama and Biden have
chosen Salisbury portraits to hang in
the White House.

pp.9-13, 16-20 “The two breweries of
Harpenden: Part 3 – 1893-1919”, by
John Wassell.  In 1897 the two brewer-
ies and their tied houses were bought
from Martha Mardel by Glover & Sons
Ltd. Glover combined with Pryor, Reid
& Co. to form Hatfield and Harpenden
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Breweries.  By 1918 brewing had
ceased and the premises put up for sale.

Herts Past and Present, no. 38, Autumn
2021
pp.2-6 “The remarkable career of Dr
Thomas Dimsdale 1: Pioneering
medical work in Hertfordshire”, by Gill
Cordingley.  Thomas Dimsdale estab-
lished a clinic to inoculate people for
smallpox in Bengeo and compiled a
book on the treatment of the disease.
In 1768 he inoculated the entire vil-
lages of Little Berkhamsted and Bay-
ford. In the same year he was
summoned to Russia to become small-
pox specialist to the court of Catherine
the Great.

pp.8-10 “Lamer House, Wheathamp-
stead: The discovery of Humphry Rep-
ton’s ‘missing’ plan”, by Kris Lockyear.
A plan of Lamer held at HALS has
recently been confirmed to be the work
of Repton.
pp.11-17 “Two Russian women in Hert-
fordshire 2: The story of Natalie Ertel”,
by Philippa Parker. Ertel came to
England as a student and became a
translator from Russian.  In 1907 she
was involved in a scandal with the Revd
John Duddington, rector of Ayot St
Lawrence whose wife had left him to
live with a woman.  They moved from
the New Rectory and sublet it to
George Bernard Shaw. The couple
eventually married in 1954 after the
death of his first wife.

Lin Watson

A FINAL FLOURISH!
The last batch (for this year) of surplus library books and pamphlets will be
offered for sale to members during December, at the usual moderate prices.
As previously, a full list will be posted on the Society’s website, and an enews
message sent out at the end of this month, pointing members to the relevant
page.  Please look out for this.

The publications available this time concentrate on topics linked to St Albans
and Hertfordshire. They include a 1938 first edition of The Place-Names of
Hertfordshire, a couple of titles relating to John Carrington (the ‘Hertfordshire
Pepys’), and two of a rather more quirky nature: The 84 Bus to St Albans, and
Tominey’s City Ices.  Items will be sold on a first-come first-served basis up to
a closing date of 22 December 2021.  Initial contact should be made via email
to library@stalbanshistory.org.

Sally Pearson
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PORTABLE ANTIQUITIES SCHEME
LOCAL UPDATE, 2020/21

Since I wrote in November 2020 the
Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) has
continued to record objects discovered
by metal detectorists and the public. As
in many sectors, remote working was,
and continues to be, a key part of ensur-
ing that the Scheme remained opera-
tional during the worst of the pandemic,
with many finders kindly providing Finds
Liaison Officers (FLOs) with all the infor-
mation and images required to make
complete records. Thankfully we have
recently been able to see an ever-in-
creasing number of finders on a face-to-
face basis at the museum again over the
past few months. Hopefully this will
continue over the winter months, with

remote recording remaining a useful
additional tool.

Since 1 November 2020, a total of 855
records have been published on the PAS
database from the authority areas
covered by the Beds and Herts FLO:
Bedford (20), Central Bedfordshire (112)
and Hertfordshire (723). This includes
11 treasure cases: one from Bedford,
two from Central Bedfordshire and eight
from Hertfordshire, most of which are
still in progress. While the impact of
lockdowns has reduced the number of
finds and treasure cases recorded over
the past year, the range of finds has
remained broadly typical of the Herts
and Beds recording area, with the
highest proportion of finds being Roman
coins (primarily third century radiates
and fourth century nummi), followed by

a range of other
Roman (107), Medie-
val (140, including 36
coins), Early Medieval
(16) and Iron Age (25)
objects (non-coins), as
well as a handful of
pre-historic and Post
Medieval discoveries.

It is difficult to pick just
three highlights of the
past year – there have
been many! Readers
are advised to searchFig. 1: a cast copper-alloy Roman figurine of Mercury from

Benington (BH-B33B24)
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the PAS database (see below
for website address) for a gold
Iron Age stater of the Catuvel-
launi struck for Addedomaros
from East Hertfordshire (BH-
1AF821), two gold staters, this
time of Tascivanos, from Great
Munden (BH-AF9C60) and East
Hertfordshire (BH-D82F8B),
and a silver Iron Age ‘Whaddon
Bird’ type unit of the Catuvel-
launi from Streatley (BH-
92AFAD). There is also a silver
Roman denarius, probably of
Juba I of Numidia, dating to the period
c.60-c.46 BC from Sarratt (BH-89CFF6)
and a silver Roman denarius of Vespa-
sian dating AD76 from Ickleford (BH-
C503F9). In addition are the enigmatic
Bronze Age to Iron Age 'moustache-
shaped' object from Walkern (BH-
BD3AFC) and, further afield in Oxford-

shire but recorded remotely by the
Beds and Herts FLO, a copper-alloy
early Iron Age Type Havre razor dating
c.800-600 BC (BH-BF4453) and an Iron
Age copper-alloy ‘swan's neck’ pin (BH-
4FAE3D) from Cholsey.

The three finds that stand out are prob-
ably the following: a cast
copper-alloy Roman figurine
of Mercury from Benington
(Fig. 1; BH-B33B24); an Early
Medieval silver penny of
Cuthred of Kent, non-portrait
type, of the moneyer Sige-
berht at Canterbury dating
AD 798-807, also from Ben-
ington (Fig.2; BH-B0DFB8);
and a near-complete Medie-
val gold noble of Edward III
(1327-1377), Treaty Period
(1361-1369), Treaty Series

Fig. 2: an Early Medieval silver penny of Cuthred of Kent,
dating AD 798-807, also from Benington (BH-B0DFB8)

Fig. 3: a near complete Medieval gold noble of Edward III
(1327-1377; BH-581D45)
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HOT OFF THE PRESS – KING’S ROAD: FOR KING AND COUNTRY

You will be interested to know that the residents of King’s Road have been
occupied remembering the 15 men from their small street who lost their lives
in the Great War. The youngest was 16 years old and the oldest was 38. Three
were brothers. Their occupations included a cowman, a sawyer on the
Gorhambury Estate, a boot factory worker and a gardener.

King’s Road: for King and Country tells their stories and also gives a concise,
beautifully illustrated, history of their street. The book was launched at a
memorable event held in King’s Road in September. Residents were joined by
Daisy Cooper MP, St Albans Mayor Cllr Edgar Hill and visitors from surrounding
streets. Most movingly, several relatives attended and were introduced to the
current occupants of the houses where their forebears had lived.

To purchase the book please email kingsroadbook@gmail.com or phone Judy
and Mark Sutton on 01727 857794. The cost is £10 a copy. (ISBN 978-1-914151-
13-2.) All proceeds go towards the planned street memorial to honour these
15 men.

(1363-1369) minted in London from
Hertford Heath (Fig. 3; BH-581D45). All
are rare finds that have been desig-
nated as of county / local importance.
This is especially true of the Cuthred
penny in that relatively few Early Medi-
eval coins are known from Hertford-
shire, with just one other of Cuthred
known from the region at Barkway
(BH-013B96) recorded on the PAS to
date.

As ever, anyone with anything to record
on the PAS database can contact me via
email. This includes treasure that must
be reported within 14 days as per the

terms of the Treasure Act 1996. Finders
who wish to have objects recorded
remotely can request such and must
provide measurements, weights, finds-
pots, discovery dates and scaled photo-
graphs of the objects. Appointments at
Verulamium Museum are on a pre-
agreed basis. Whatever the case, please
feel free to contact me should you wish
to discuss the above or anything else.

Matthew Fittock
FLO Beds and Herts

matthew.fittock@stalbans.gov.uk
PAS database www.finds.org.uk
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COMING TO YOUR LOCAL MUSEUM
– THE WHEATHAMPSTEAD EWER
‘RETURNS’!
In June this year Dr Kris Lockyear talked
to us about the discovery in 1887 of an
object of great rarity. Workmen, con-
structing a railway line, found a brass
ewer in a shallow grave on the outskirts
of Wheathampstead. No details were
recorded at the time. In 1900 it was
acquired by the British Museum where
it was subsequently dated to the late
6th/early 7th century with its prove-
nance assessed as being probably from
the eastern Mediterranean. It clearly
belonged to a person of high status.

Your Society asked the British Museum
for the ewer to be loaned to St Albans
Museums for our 175 exhibition. Our
request was declined. It is not on display
to the general public and just sits in a
store. It has rarely been exhibited.

So, what to do? Surely the citizens of St
Albans and district should have a chance
to appreciate this object? Working with
Kris, we intend to have a reproduction
made which will go one stage better
than seeing the original. It will show the
ewer in its pristine condition. With St
Albans Museums’ enthusiastic agree-
ment, we will own the reproduction and
display it in their museum on a perma-
nent loan basis. The reproduction will be

a wonderful talking point for visitors and
schools, particularly around the issue of
what happened after Britain stopped
being a part of the Roman empire. It will
also be a permanent testament to our
ongoing contribution to St Albans and
surrounding areas.

The cost of reproduction is £2,500 to
£3,000. We are seeking pledges from
members to enable this to happen. All
donations will be gratefully acknowl-
edged and the donor recorded in a new
‘Book of Benefactors’ to be held in our
Library and on our website.

If you would like to pledge some money,
please do email me.

John Morewood
chair@stalbanshistory.org

The ewer (© Trustees of the British Museum)
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NEW SOCIETY PROJECT:
ST ALBANS AND THE
DISSOLUTION

In his article published in 2000 in The
English Historical Review, Prof. James
Clark considered the effects of the
dissolution of St Albans Abbey on those
who had been associated with it. In
particular, he explored the failed
attempt in the late 1550s to re-estab-
lish the monastery, its promoters
thwarted by the death of Queen Mary
and the accession of Elizabeth, her
sister.

Irrespective of Clark’s excellent article,
our understanding of the history of St
Albans in this period remains rather
sketchy. For example, we know (very)

little about how the locals responded
to the loss of the large monastery
depicted in Joan Freeman’s drawing
below. Nor we do really understand
how the new corporation was estab-
lished following the grant of the 1553
borough charter.

Our project aims to address key gaps
in our knowledge by questioning how
the town community responded to
these significant changes. Hence, the
project’s title ‘St Albans in Transition –
from monastic town to corporate bor-
ough, 1539-1600’.

Methodology
Expected to last 18 months, we do not
anticipate this being an extensive
project looking at every document

from the period. Instead,
our initial focus will be on
the surviving probate doc-
uments of 43 men who
appear to have been
involved with the town’s
administration between
1539 and 1553. What do
these documents tell us
about their attitudes to
the loss of the monastery
and the creation of the
new corporation? The
1558 will of the conflicted
Henry Gape is instructive
here: not sure whether to

St Albans monastery and town c.1539 as visualised by Joan
Freeman (reproduced courtesy of the Cathedral and Abbey

church of St Alban)
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go with his head or his heart, Gape left
land to the corporation and also to the
Abbey, were it to be re-established.

In particular, we will look for evidence
of legacies left to the following institu-
tions as well as the provision of alms:

�� The corporation
�� St Albans School
�� The abbey church, which was

owned by the corporation,
and the support of the rector

Moreover, we hope to find detailed
information about how these 43
townsmen – they are all men – navi-
gated the transition from monastic
town to corporate borough. Did they,
or their families, have connections
with, or employment in, the monas-
tery? Research has already shown that
this was so in the case of one of these
men, Thomas Maningham.

Our core primary sources will include
the 1553 borough charter, probate
documents, tax and property records.
Transcriptions into modern script are
currently available for just a small set
of these.

We anticipate publishing our findings
in the Society’s newsletter and on the
website. Depending on these findings,
we may also submit a draft for publica-

tion in the Society’s new Concise Histo-
ries book series.

The Research Group
We aim to recruit no more than a
further ten Society members to join the
group. Some of these will already have
transcribing skills, an important facility
as we aim to transcribe copies of core
primary sources from contemporary
script. Training will be provided to
members who don’t have those skills.
This is an important goal of the project.

The project will start in January 2022
and, with a fair wind, finish in June
2023. Monthly group meetings will be
on Zoom for the time being. These
meetings will typically last 90 minutes,
sometimes up to 120 minutes, and will
most likely be on a Wednesday after-
noon. Learning contemporary Secre-
tary Script will require further time
each month, particularly at the start of
the project. There will also be plenty of
reading and some writing to do. Use of
Zoom and email is expected as is some
familiarity with (Microsoft-compatible)
word-processing software and perhaps
spreadsheets.

If you are interested in joining the
group, please email us via:
transition@stalbanshistory.org.

Jon Mein and Ailsa Herbert
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LOCAL HISTORY SEMINARS

The seminar series continues and will
remain over Zoom for the foreseeable
future, though we may be able to return
to the Library before too long. To main-
tain this pattern and allow ample oppor-
tunity for discussion following
presentations, numbers will still be
restricted to 25 so book early if the topic
is of special interest. For members
unable for any reason to attend, pre-
senters are always willing to discuss the
topic if you contact them after the event.

All seminars commence at 2.30pm and
are usually on the third Thursday of
each month in the season. The pro-
gramme for December 2021 to February
2022 is as follows:

16 December – Jon Mein
Probate inventories: full of wonderful
things?
The Society has a large collection of
inventories from the 1600s, some pub-
lished in a recent book, most of the rest
available in typescript format in our
Library. On the face of it, these docu-
ments allow us to judge the wealth and
status of our ancestors who lived in St
Albans over 300 years ago by peering
inside their houses and yards. But all is
not as it seems. This seminar will con-
sider some of the pros and cons of using
inventories in our research.

27 January 2022 – Philippa Hurst
Candidates for School Board elections
and how people voted
A group of leading townspeople control-
led political life in St Albans in the late
1800s. Who were they? What were
their backgrounds and alliances, and
what matters were important to them?
Which issues influenced the rate paying
voters? Detailed Herts Advertiser
reports of school board election cam-
paigns help us address these questions,
in particular revealing how the plump-
ing voting system could be manipulated.

24 February – Julia Merrick
Between town and country
In the 1930s the North Orbital road
(A405 and A404), intended to link
Staines with Tilbury, was cut to the
south of St Albans. In 1958 the M1 and
its feeder from the Park Street rounda-
bout were completed. The compulsory
purchase of farm land for this purpose
had little regard for the economic viabil-
ity of what remained but some diverse
and imaginative business responses
have appeared since. The seminar will
look at these, taking us along narrow
lanes lined with bluebells in spring and
beside woods and waterways. Housing
and schools absorbed St Julian’s farm
on either side of Watling Street.

Kate Morris
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NEWS FROM THE
WHEATHAMPSTEAD HISTORY
SOCIETY

SAHAAS is just one of several local
history groups in the district. In this new
series, we are inviting these other
groups to outline their programmes of
events and research aims.

Wheathampstead is one of the oldest
settlements in Hertfordshire with
archaeological evidence of graves from
the Mesolithic and Anglo-Saxon periods.
A substantial amount of documentary
evidence survives including the 1060
charter whereby Edward the Confessor
granted land in ‘Hwaethamstede’ to the
Abbey of Westminster.

Wheathampstead History Society has
been active since 2011 after a number
of years during which its predecessor,
the Wheathampstead Local History
Group, had become dormant. Before
the pandemic, we had a programme of
monthly talks, some by members some
by visiting speakers, held in the Mead
Hall and usually attended by upwards
of 30 members. We plan to restart this
programme on 20 October with a talk
by Kris Lockyear about results from the
geophysics research at Verulamium.

The latest in our occasional series of
local guided walks took place in July

when Mike Smith led a group of
members round the local medieval field
system as documented in the early
fourteenth century. Mike’s article about
this appeared in Herts Past & Present,
the HALH journal, in 2017 and can be
found under ‘Local Research’ in the
History Society section of the Wheath-
ampstead Heritage website.

Late in September Mike led a second
walk round Saxon Wheathampstead,
starting with the Anglo-Saxon burials at
St Helen’s church and looking at a
number of other features that offer
clues as to what Wheathampstead may
have looked like during this period.

Ruth Jeavons, formerly the Village
Recorder, has accumulated a substan-
tial collection of documents and photo-
graphs. We have now sorted these into
categories and listed them as a first step
towards creating a properly indexed
archive.

Our monthly bulletin, launched in June
2017, has continued to appear through-
out the pandemic. Each edition includes
a section on ‘News and Events’ and a
short article about an aspect of our local
history. A complete set of the bulletins
can be found on our website.

Patrick McNeill
wheathampsteadheritage.org.uk
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A WIDER VIEW OF DR NATHANIEL
COTTON’S BIOGRAPHY

Dr Nathaniel Cotton is known in St
Albans primarily for his Collegium Insa-
norum, a private venture offering res-
idential psychiatric care from around
1757. Cotton rented the premises at
the College from City merchant Fred-
erick Vandermeulen. It was an old
estate possibly associated with the
Abbey prior to Dissolution and in the
late 17th century the home of Anthony
Farrington, Recorder of the Borough.
The house faced Dagnall Lane over-
looking the pleasure grounds to the
rear of Vandermeulen’s own newly
built house on Romeland. The writings
of William Cowper, a client at the
College, extolling the care Cotton gave
him (presumably for the five guineas
per week apparently charged) account
for the lasting fame of Cotton’s institu-
tion.

However, Cotton is famed also for his
writings. He was educated at Leiden
under Herman Boerhaave. The univer-
sity there was patronised by many
Englishmen for the greater esteem in
which it was held than English institu-
tions at the time, especially among
Dissenters. On graduation with a
medical degree, Cotton is said to have
assisted for a number of years at a
private asylum in Dunstable and then

came, bringing some of the asylum’s
clients, to St Albans. In 1738 he
married Ann Pembroke, the daughter
of a wealthy local lawyer and member
of the large Presbyterian congregation
in the town. The couple lived on the
west side of St Peter’s Street, presum-
ably where Cotton had cared for his
patients, though with an increasing
family, this may have proved unsatis-
factory.

Following Ann’s death in 1749, Cotton
married Hannah Everett, who gave him
three more children. The children of
both marriages were baptised at St
Peter’s and poor rate records suggest
Cotton continued to live in St Peter’s
Street, but moving in later years to a
house on the east side.

Cotton also held property elsewhere.
He paid land tax in 1753 at Frogmore
in St Stephen’s parish and in his will left
property at Felden in Hemel Hemp-
stead. A Mr Cotton paid poor rates on
Wall Hall in 1763, then owned by a
Thomas Neate but this was more likely
Cotton’s son Nathaniel, who went into
the church and served as curate in
1766 in South Mymms and, in 1773, at
St Stephens before obtaining a living
in Northamptonshire. Wall Hall was at
that time comparatively modest, only
in 1799 being remodelled for pur-
chaser George Thelluson and land-
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scaped for him by Repton. It was most
recently the University of Hertford-
shire’s teacher training college.

Evidence is lacking concerning Cotton’s
medical practice in St Albans, though
surviving correspondence with many
professional colleagues, including Dr
Richard Mead, the by then elderly Royal
physician, suggests he was active pro-
fessionally. He wrote to Mead on the
scarlet fever prevailing in St Albans in
the winter of 1748.*

Wealth from marriage settlements and
fees will have provided a good standard
of living, allowing Cotton time to write
both poetry and prose. His children’s
book Visions in Verse for the Entertain-
ment and Instruction of Younger Minds
is still available. Nathaniel junior later
published a compendium of his works
and correspondence. In this he com-
mented scathingly on the quality and
cost of education, commiserating with
parents seeking a profession for their
sons. The cost was high, yet the univer-
sities ‘productive of so little knowledge
to students’. He suggests professional

men’s incomes were much reduced
compared with some forty years earlier,
whilst the cost of apprenticeships had
risen, this latter on account the reduced
return on their efforts from 15 or 20 per
cent in Queen Anne’s reign to now only
5 per cent. ‘Attornies … swarm like
locusts, and hardly one in ten, when his
clerkship is expired, can get salt to his
porridge’. They charge £300 for a clerk-
ship, which previously cost only £60,
£80 or £100; an apothecary £100 whilst
a Turkey merchant possibly £1000. He
bemoaned the common practice
amongst clergy of accepting plural
livings as immoral.

A copy of volume 2 of this compendium
has recently been added to the Society’s
Library.

Kate Morris

* Observations on a particular kind of
scarlet fever, that lately prevailed in and
about St. Alban's, 1759. Dr David Kel-
sall’s comment on Cotton’s suggested
treatment appears on the Society’s
website.

ARCHAEOLOGY BEFORE THE ARC AND ARC

‘Last Week a Gentleman discovered on the spot where stood the ancient City
of Verulam [a Roman Municipium] some Vestiges of a Roman tessellated
Pavement; and also sundry curious incrustations on Plaster, most beautifully
variegated, and very fresh. This City was destroyed by the Britons under Queen
Boadicea, near 1700 years since.’ (Sussex Advertiser, 3 July 1758, p.3)
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QUARRYING ON PORTERS PARK
GOLF COURSE, RADLETT

The golf course at Shenley Hill, Radlett,
is laid out in the exhausted gravel pits
which supplied the Midland Railway
with ballast for the permanent way.

A Midland Railway Way and Works
minute of 15 May 1864 states the
permanent way “must be ballasted
from ballast pits at the western end of
No. 3 contract (14 miles 40 chains)“.
The O.S. map of 1871 shows a ½-stand-
ard gauge siding running from bridge
88 – The Drive – Radlett (Milepost
15½), along the edge of a stream (now
Radlett station carpark). In 200 yards
the (now) double track siding bridges
the stream and continues due east up

the hill opposite Radlett station running
almost parallel with Shenley Hill.

The siding then reverts to a single line
in 400 yards and enters the first gravel
pit (now the site of the golf course
clubhouse). It then continues as a
single track for a further 275 yards to
an upper gravel pit.

It seems, because of the incline, the
siding was worked by stationary steam
engines and ropes. The ballast pits
were kept open for a year after the
opening of the Midland main line as, by
Act of Parliament, the contractors,
Messrs Brassey and Ballard, had to
maintain the line for one year.

Howard Green

O.S. map c.1871 showing Midland main line with siding to east
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WASHINGTON WILSON’S PHOTO
OF THE HIGH ALTAR SCREEN IN
THE CATHEDRAL

In the previous two newsletters we have
illustrated the work of the Victorian
photographers George Washington
Wilson & Co. Here is another of the
company’s local photos.

It shows the High Altar Screen in the
Cathedral before its restoration was
complete and was probably taken within
a year or two of 1890.

The original screen was built between
1480 and 1484 while William of Walling-
ford was abbot of the monastery. It
replaced a lower screen probably
because of a change in the liturgy. It
would originally, of course, have had

figures of saints in all the niches and a
central crucifixion scene but these
would have been removed when the
monastery was dissolved in 1539. Some-
time during the next 300 years plaster
was added so that the niches and central
cross shape could not be seen. This was
removed in 1832. As part of the restora-
tion of the Abbey church in the later
19th century Henry Hucks Gibbs, Lord
Aldenham, offered to restore the screen
at his own expense. The work, with
Harry Hems as the sculptor, was begun
in 1884 and the figures took about eight
years to make and install. The photo-
graph shows the screen with the cross
shape in the centre unchanged from the
original Wallingford screen and five of
the small alabaster figures missing. A
drawing by F.G. Kitton in 1892 shows the
screen with a plain cross added to the

centre and the alabaster
figures of Christ in Majesty and
the remaining four Apostles
included in the bottom row.

Aldenham had always wanted
to have a crucifixion in the
centre but this was controver-
sial at the time. However this
was finally agreed just in time
to be added before the dedica-
tion on All Saints’ Day, 1
November, 1899.

Sheila Green
The High Altar Screen c.1890

(Reproduced courtesy of the University of Aberdeen)
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REDBOURN’S IRON AGE HILL
FORT

Many of you will have thoroughly
enjoyed Dr Wendy Morrison’s lecture
in March on ‘Investigating a prehis-
toric Chilterns Landscape’, as part of
her 3.5 year ‘Beacons of the Past’
project. As it falls – although only just
– outside her official remit, her talk
did not make any reference to, dare I
say, our very own hillfort: just off the
Redbourn to Hemel road, by the Aubrey
Park Hotel.

Notwithstanding this, several of our
Society’s members joined the Ver Valley
Society walk (www.riverver.co.uk) on a
boiling hot July day, when Wendy took
us from the Aubrey Park walking to St
Michael’s. To all of us, ignorant souls,
what just looked like a large field, turned
out – under Wendy’s expert tutelage
(see photo above)  – to be the site of a
hillfort from, say, 500-300BC, first
reported in SAHAAS Transactions in
1887 and made visible in the 21st
century by LIDAR (Light Detection and
Ranging).

Of course, ‘hill’ in Hertfordshire does not
actually mean what most people would
think of by the word – and Redbourn is
not exactly like Maiden Castle.  Hill here
means more like slightly raised ground
with a swamp and springs down below.

The dug-out soil from the surrounding
ditch made the bank, on which there
would have been a wooden palisade.
Trees near the centre of the field show
the site of a properly dug well.

We walked back under the sweltering
sun through fields of ripening crops, with
Wendy showing us just how, by walking
through a field of wheat, you can easily
(to her expert eye!) pick up Roman and
medieval pottery.

What is currently known about the site
is usefully described on the Herts His-
toric Environment Record website –
www.heritagegateway.org.uk. As you
will see, we do not have an accurate
date for the fort, nor indeed know how
many people may have lived here, nor
how they lived.  We need a full archae-
ological survey. A suggestion for our new
Archaeology Group?

Bryan Hanlon

Wendy Morrison at Aubrey Park (© Bryan Hanlon)
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VISIT TO THE ROMAN BATH
HOUSE, WELWYN

For 1600 years, this bath house lay
undiscovered, buried close to the
surface of the Hertfordshire country-
side. Gas mains were laid across the
area in the 19th
century but this work
did not disturb it.  In
the 1950s some frag-
ments of Roman tiles
and pottery were
found here and there.
A stroll along the river
Mimram by Tony and
Merle Rook in 1960 led
to the discovery of this
remarkably preserved
complete bath house,
which dates back to
between 230 and 250
AD. This was a remark-
ably timely discovery,
as plans were well progressed to build
the A1(M) motorway across this site to
the east of Welwyn.

A group of 21 SAHAAS members visited
in September and our guides, Nick and
Christa, gave us the full and riveting
story.  Because the site was protected
so thoroughly, surrounded by concrete
beneath the road, it remains fully acces-
sible via three tunnels covered in bitu-
men. It was opened to the public in

1975.  A second bath house had a less
fortunate fate, six weeks was allowed
for archaeological study and it is now
reburied beneath the tarmac surface.

Tony Rook, now President of the
Welwyn Archaeology Society, led the

investigations. This bath
house was not of major
significance: it would not
have been used by
Romans but by upper
middle classes, probably
senior members of staff,
such as estate managers.
The inner walls were made
of whitewashed flint and
cement, the outer of lime
mortar.  This was remark-
able technology for water-
proofed plaster. The
furnace was kept alight, on
a long and slow burn for
efficient use of the timber

fuel.  There was no sign of water having
been piped in, so the assumption is that
slaves would have carried the water
from the nearby villa.

Our group were clearly fascinated by
the story the guides told us. I would like
to thank John Lush and Graham Thomas
for sending me their photographs of the
morning, with space permitting the use
of only one.

Christine McDermott

The baths at Welwyn
 (© Graham Thomas)
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‘PERU, A JOURNEY IN TIME’
EXHIBITION

This new British Museum exhibition
explores a period of Peruvian history from
later periods than those I covered in my
lecture to the Society in September last
year. It provides further insight into some
of the unique cultures that inhabited the
diverse and challenging environments of

arid deserts
along the Pacific
coast, the
Andes, and the
A m a z o n i a n
tropical rain for-
ests. Andean
people saw the
natural world
less than a
resource for

exploitation but more as living landscapes
to be revered and protected whilst provid-
ing for human life. Vivid textiles, pottery,
precious metals and ritual items including
from the Chavin, Nasca, Moche, Wari,
Chimu and Inca cultures illustrate these
beliefs in the exhibition.

The exhibition runs from 11 November
2021 until 20 February 2022. There is
plenty of information about the exhibition
on the museum’s website:
https://www.britishmuseum.org/exhibiti
ons/peru-journey-time.

If you attend the exhibition, I’d be
delighted to hear what you thought.
Please do drop me an email via
newsed@stalbanshistory.org.

Philippa Hurst
Chimu funerary

1300-1532  AD. (© Museo
Larco – Lima, Perú)

JUSTICE AT LAST FOR BOUDICA!
In its sixth trial of a classical figure to raise funds for the charity ‘Classics of All’, the
Supreme Court last month acquitted Boudica of committing terrorist acts involving
the deaths of 80,000 civilians and the sacking of three cities, including of course
Verulamium.

The prosecution, brought on behalf of the Senate and People of Rome tried to show
that Boudica’s actions were an insurrection against a functioning government, but
the defence argued that she had been the victim of scurrilous Roman propaganda,
and had been resisting an illegal occupier. The mother of two walked free from the
Supreme Court, without a stain on her character, after the 50-strong jury accepted
her trail of carnage was a justified act of self-defence against a ‘rotten and illegal
Roman government’.

Bryan Hanlon (hat tip, The Times, 15 October 2021)
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‘THE REMARKABLE WORLD OF
TREES’ EXHIBITION

‘Beautiful’, ‘lots of super stuff for kids’,
‘fascinating’ and, best of all, ‘I hadn’t
realised …’ Such is the feedback from
visitors to ‘The Remarkable World of
Trees’ exhibition on from now until 23
January 2022 in St Albans Museum.

An exhibition about the amazing job
trees do for us was my idea. Skilled
wonderful people in our community
have made it the engaging experience it
is: Lee Wood of Ember Designs made the
Exhibition beautiful and a cohesive
whole; Susan James Dean shared aspi-
rational work with primary school chil-
dren; Pauline O’Dell made creatures
that show wildlife goings-on in hedges;
Chloé Valerie’s artwork shows a tree’s
ecosystem from canopy to roots and
soil;  JB Joinery gave a mammoth slice
of tree and fun stuff  for children; local
artists, writers and musicians shared
their art inspired by trees; Donato Cini-
colo gave his beautiful photographs,
giant model of a laid hedge and insights
into hedge laying as an occupation; and
Sarah Keeling’s guiding hand made it all
effective as an exhibition.

What have trees to do with history or
archaeology? Trees and hedges shaped
our local landscape, the ecology of our
countryside, our food, our trade, our

boundaries, our livelihoods and our
wellbeing.  I call that history.

In our latest Society publication, Mis-
tress of Gorhambury, Deborah Spring
mentions the oak wood at Gorhambury
within the first two pages. The wood
was there when Abbot Geoffrey de
Gorhambury had possession of the
estate. On the oak information board in
the Exhibition, we can read about that
very wood, and its uses then and now.

Trees will shape our future, too. ‘Trees
are our greatest weapon’ reads the
banner in the Exhibition’s climate
change cabinet, and we are prompted
to support national organisations and
join a local nature conservation group
in doing enjoyable work to help trees
thrive.

Guided walks, talks and activities asso-
ciated with the exhibition range from
fun for tots to talks by top-rank national
speakers on how the UK can fund sus-
tainability, and how we can have the
transport infrastructure we need and
woodlands, too.

Take your pick at
www.worldoftrees.org.uk.

Kate Bretherton
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Tuesday 16 November
An Architect in Practice Spanning the
World
Andrew Daws
Andrew is an architect with broad pro-
fessional experience and a world-wide
knowledge of architecture and design.
He worked as a design partner in Lon-
don-based CZWG Architects LLP in
which he was responsible for several
high profile and award-winning build-
ings. He has since, in collaboration with
a former pupil, established a practice in
India (Daws and Kahlon) in which he has
applied skills acquired from various
regeneration projects in Britain and

Ireland to inform designs for new cities
in India. He will provide an overview of
his work in the UK and India, illustrating
some of the best and worst aspects.

Tuesday 23 November
The Future of Archaeology: the next
176 Years
(Public lecture)
And now for something completely dif-
ferent from – but similar to – the Future
of History event in April this year. It is
now the turn of the archaeology. A
panel of eminent archaeologists will
each share their personal perspective
on archaeology in the past, present and
future. This will be followed by a chance
for audience participation.

Sue Hamilton is Director of the UCL
Institute of Archaeology. Her early
research focused on UK prehistoric
ceramics but later widened to land-
scape-based investigations. Recently Sue
has been advancing the application of
phenomenology and sensory archaeol-
ogy beyond their traditional boundaries
with major projects in southern Italy,
and on Rapa Nui (Easter Island) where
her work brings innovative methodolo-
gies and interpretive approaches to
Pacific Studies.

Professor Tom Higham is Director of the
University of Oxford’s RadioCarbon
Accelerator Unit. His research centres on

LECTURE PROGRAMME
16 November 2021 - 22 February 2022

All lectures commence at 7.45pm.

All lectures until the end of 2021 will
be held on Zoom.

From January 2022, most lectures will
be delivered in person whilst simulta-
neously being live-streamed on Zoom.

Any changes to the programme will be
notified on our website and via enews.

Non-members are charged £5 for
attendance at a lecture (unless stated
otherwise).

Non-members may attend talks
marked as ‘public lectures’ without
charge.
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the Palaeolithic, the last Neanderthals
and the arrival of the first modern
humans out of Africa. His recent book is
The World Before Us: How Science is
Revealing a New Story of our Human
Origins (2021).

Jane Sidell is currently Inspector of
Ancient Monuments for Greater London,
and has the privilege of working to
protect spectacular sites such as the
Roman Billingsgate bath house and the
Tower of London. Prior to this she was
archaeological science advisor for
London, and earlier an environmental
archaeologist at the Museum of London.
Her roots lie in Verulamium, where she
was taught O- and A-level archaeology,
and used to bunk off school to go digging.

Tuesday 7 December
The Horde – Towards a New History of
the Mongol Empire
Professor Marie Favereau
The Horde is the great Imperial organi-
sation the nomads built in the lower
Volga after the Mongol conquest of the
13th century. As this talk will demon-
strate, the Horde is also a world-shaping
phenomenon that integrated Eurasia
along east-west and north-south axes,
generating long-distance trade and
making the Mongol moment a precursor
of the better-known Colombian
Exchange.

Marie Favereau is Associate Professor of
History at the University of Paris Nan-
terre. Previously, she was a research
associate at Oxford University and
member of the European project
‘Nomadic Empires: A World Historical
Perspective’, a member of the French
Institute of Oriental Archaeolog in Cairo,
and a Fulbright visiting member of the
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton.
She is author of The Horde. How the
Mongols Changed the World (2021).

Tuesday 11 January 2022
AGM followed by Westminster Palaces
on the north bank of the Thames
Dr Peter Burley
(This members-only event starts at
7.30pm.)
This tour covers a dozen sites or build-
ings on the north bank of the Thames in
the city of Westminster that have – or
had – notable palaces on them. Each
palace tells a different story: from a
chapel opened by Henry VIII and now a
shrine to the House of Lancaster; to the
home of an exiled Queen of Scots where
she schemed for revenge; to where the
discovery of Eldorado was plotted using
black magic; to the largest ever palace in
Europe and a visit to its wine cellar. We
will also see striking architecture and
major engineering works all in a stretch
of little more than a mile from the
eastern end of the Strand to the Palace
of Westminster.
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Peter is the Society’s Vice-president. He
lives in St Albans and has written and
presented on the two battles of St Albans
in the Wars of the Roses. He read history
at the University of York for his BA(Hons)
before gaining a PhD for research at UCL.
He then followed a career in local gov-
ernment and the regulation of health
professions while continuing to research,
write and be published as an historian.

Tuesday 18 January
The remarkable changing story of the
Moche of North Peru
Philippa Hurst
The British Museum exhibition, ‘Peru
Uncovered’, is showing visitors how
many more remarkable cultures existed
before the Inca. One of the most fasci-
nating, best known and intensely
studied is the Moche culture dating from
100 to 800 AD spreading through the
North Peruvian valleys. One remarkable
discovery, about 30 years ago, revolu-
tionised archaeology on the North Coast
and brought more interest in the Moche.

Philippa was a member of the Society’s
Home Front Research Group and is now
researching the city’s first Board school
and the School Board’s role. Discovering
the numerous sites in north Peru started
her fascination with the area. Travelling
by road through the country helped her
appreciate these cultures’ remarkable
achievements in such challenging envi-

ronments. A previous lecture was about
the first people arriving here, Huaca
Prieta and the earliest civilisation based
in Caral.

Tuesday 25 January
Henry VII and the Tudor Pretenders
Nathen Amin
In 1485 Henry Tudor emerged from the
Battle of Bosworth victorious. His dispa-
rate army vanquished the forces of
Richard III and according to Shakespeare
over a century later, brought peace and
‘prosperous days’ back to England. Yet
all was not well early in the Tudor reign
and after three decades of conflict the
kingdom was anything but settled. This
talk looks at the myriad conspiracies and
murky plots which sought to depose the
Tudor usurper early in his reign. Just how
close did the Tudors come to overthrow
long before the myth of their greatness
had taken hold?

Nathen Amin is the author of various
books including the first full-length biog-
raphy of the Beaufort family, The House
of Beaufort, the Bastard Line that Cap-
tured the Throne (2017) and Henry VII
and the Tudor Pretenders (2021). He is
also the founder of the Henry Tudor
Society and has featured discussing the
Tudors on BBC radio and television, as
well as in print and online media across
the UK.
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Tuesday 8 February
The Worlds of James Bond
Professor Jeremy Black
(Public lecture; Zoom only)
Casting a historian’s eye on the phenom-
enon, taking James Bond from the
novels to the silver screen, our speaker
puts Bond in his changing contexts to
consider how the franchise has devel-
oped and might change.

Professor Jeremy Black MBE Is a prolific
lecturer and writer, and the author of
over 100 books. Many concern aspects
of 18th century British, European and
American political, diplomatic and mili-
tary history but he has also published on
the history of the press, cartography,
warfare, culture and on the nature and
uses of history itself.

Tuesday 15 February
The Festival of Britain
Geoffrey Hollis
2022 will see a nationwide festival
devised as a way to lift the spirits of a
divided nation after the withdrawal of
the United Kingdom from the European
Union. It echoes the Festival of Britain
which in 1951 was meant to cheer up a
country still in a dire state after the
Second World War. Our speaker will
describe the amazing creative effort
that nevertheless went into that Festi-
val, its reception and its legacy. His talk
will include contemporary pictures and

video. Sadly, many wonderful structures
created especially for the Festival were
destroyed soon after it closed.

As well as being a member of our Society
Geoffrey also belongs to the 20th
Century Society which aims to protect
important buildings of that period.

Tuesday 22 February
The Radlett Murder of 1823
Dr Ian St John
On 30 October 1823 William Weare’s
body was dragged from a pond beside
Watling Street in Elstree. Thus began
one of the 19th century’s most sensa-
tional murder cases. Radlett, the scene
of the murder, attracted intense media
interest and hordes of visitors, while
vicars used the case to warn against the
evils of drink and gambling. Our speaker
relates the story of the events and
presents a gallery of desperate charac-
ters to shed a light on the world of
Georgian London.

Ian St John studied for a BA at York and
a DPhil at Nuffield College Oxford, where
he worked with Sir David Butler on the
Nuffield Election studies. Since 2000 he
has taught History and Economics at
Haberdashers’ School, Elstree. He has
published several books, including Dis-
raeli and the Art of Victorian Politics,
The Historiography of Gladstone and
Disraeli and The Making of the Raj.



NEW SOCIETY PUBLICATION

The first in our Concise Histories series, Mistress of Gorhambury, Lady
Anne Bacon, Tudor courtier and scholar by Deborah Spring, is now availa-
ble. Drawing on contemporary evidence, this account describes the life of a
formidable woman and her place in the story of the sixteenth century.

Price £6.50 +p&p, full colour, illustrated, A5 paperback
Available at our online bookshop: www.stalbanshistory.org/store


