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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

What a difference a year makes. When I
wrote to you this time last summer we
were uncertain if we
could deliver the wishes
of the membership that
lectures would be a com-
bination of Zoom and
face to face, the Clock
Tower had just reopened
for a very truncated
season, the first of our
Concise History mono-
graphs was getting closer
to publication but not
finalised, and the latest volume of Herts
Archaeology and History had just been
released but with concern over future
developments.

Now here we are with a hybrid lecture
delivery platform that works, the second
in our Concise History series has been
launched successfully, Wills 2 is making
great strides towards completion, and
we have an action plan for placing Herts
Archaeology and History on a more
stable footing. It is very pleasing to see
contributions from SAHAAS members to
the excellent St Albans at Sea exhibition
at St Albans Museum (open until 6
November – do make sure you catch it).
True, this year’s opening of the Clock
Tower had to be delayed whilst essential
repairs were undertaken, but that is all

done, and it was a delight to pop in one
Saturday and find there had already
been 70 visitors on that day. It does
seem that we are getting back to a

more civilised way of
existing and it has been
a delight to see so
many of you at our two
book launches and chat
with you over a glass of
wine.

There are many items
to bring to your atten-
tion for the next few
months, besides of

course the lecture series and the AGM
which returns to its pre-Covid timeta-
ble of 13 September. You will see in this
Newsletter that we have taken steps to
reinvigorate a financial support scheme
established many years ago to aid
researchers, previously known as the
Mayor’s Prize. Details of how to apply
for a grant are included. Also, our
popular local history seminar series
organised by Kate Morris returns in the
autumn (see p. 22). Seminars are very
different from lectures; the deliverer
will set the scene in about 15/20
minutes with attendees then having
every opportunity to contribute. Please
don’t feel that you will be put in the
spotlight but do express your views and
ideas. That’s what the seminars are
about.
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What about events you ask?  Well, prep-
arations are gaining momentum for our
major 2023 exhibition in St Albans
Museum on the Second Battle of St
Albans, 1461. Plans are ambitious and
this will be more than an exhibition.
Under the distinguished leadership of Dr
Peter Burley, we are looking, amongst
other things, at a re-enactment and a
public lecture to be given by Prof.
Michael Wood which hopefully will coin-
cide with the AGM of the Battlefields
Trust being held in St Albans next year.

On Saturday 22 October there will be our
joint conference with the Welwyn
Archaeological Society fronted by our
friend Dr Kris Lockyear and held at
Dagnall Street Baptist Church. Before
then on Saturday 10 September, during
the first weekend of the 2022 Heritage
Open Day events, we will be holding our
history fair in Marlborough Road Meth-
odist Church. This initiative is being led
by Peter Bourton and we are very grate-
ful for his efforts (see p.5).  It will involve
short talks, a chance to find out more
about SAHAAS in the hope of encourag-
ing some more willing volunteers (see a
note from our exasperated Secretary

(see p.31) as well as a chance to meet
representatives from other societies. I
hope we shall see you at these events
and in addition at the return of our
New Year Party on Friday 13 January at
St Stephen’s church hall (Verulamium
Museum being unjustifiably expensive).

Another aspect that needed re-invigor-
ating was our need for a someone to
focus on communications and publicity
and I am delighted that we have now
found the ideal person in Prof. Tim
Boatswain, President of the Civic
Society who does so much for St
Albans. Welcome aboard, Tim!

But just as we say hello to one new
person, we have to say farewell to
others. Sadly, some of our staunchest
supporters will not be available to
attend our events. It is with great
sadness that we learned of the deaths
of John Cox and Gareth Davies, their
contributions reflected later in this
Newsletter. Our thoughts are with their
families.

Dr John Morewood
chair@stalbanshistory.org

THE NEWSLETTER

If you have any comments about the Newsletter or wish to submit content, please
email me, Jon Mein, via newsed@stalbanshistory.org. Copy deadline for the
November edition is 8 October.
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ST ALBANS HISTORY FAIR

We’d like your help for the St Albans History Fair, which the Society is organising
on Saturday 10 September 2022. Coinciding with the start of Heritage Week in
St Albans, the History Fair will showcase the work of the Society. Other local
groups will also be present, including the Friends of St Albans Cathedral.

You can visit the Fair between 10am
and 3pm at the Marlborough Road
Methodist Church (our usual venue
for lectures). The Fair will be an ideal
opportunity to see the full range of
Society activities you can participate
in, hear some short talks (10-15 min-
utes) on local history, and enjoy
some light refreshments.

If you can spare an hour or two
during the day, we’d welcome your

help. Opportunities include setting up the Fair from about 8.30am on the day,
helping to look after one of the themed stands, assisting with light refreshments,
and taking down the Fair from 3pm. Please contact Peter Bourton if you can help
via: peter.bourton@gmail.com.

Why not bring a friend? New members who join on the day and complete a Direct
Debit form will get a one-off £5 discount on annual membership.

Stands at the Society’s busy Verulamium
conference  in June 2019 at the church; curtains
closed because of the heat (© Caroline Howkins)

COACH TRIP TO COPPED HALL, A COUNTRY HOUSE WITH A
DIFFERENCE!
There are only a few places left on the Society outing planned for Thursday 8
September, so please don't miss out on discovering more about this fascinating
community project to restore a historic house and gardens. The closing date for
booking is 1 September. Further details can be found on the Eventbrite booking
page: https://bit.ly/3cAIC3N
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SAD NEWS …

John Cox
It is with great regret that we report the
passing of John Cox, a stalwart of both
the Herts Association for Local History
and, for 30 years, of the Arc & Arc.
Blessed with enormous energy, gener-
osity and enthusiasm for local history
and for imparting the results of his
researches, he was amongst the most
knowledgeable of us about St Albans
and Hertfordshire more widely. His
contributions to the work and life of the
Arc & Arc were legion, most notably in
his researching, mounting, and curating
several exhibitions; his many years’
service on the Society’s Council; and in
his gift to the Library of his collections
of papers, prints and images reflecting
his wide-ranging curiosity about local
history and containing many unusual
and fugitive items. Despite increasing

physical impairment John’s enthusiasm
and energy remained undimmed. His
huge contribution to our Society’s life
and purposes was marked with honor-
ary membership in 2019.

Donald Munro

D. Gareth Davies
Our honorary member and former
president, Gareth Davies has regretta-
bly died. For 17 years he was the direc-
tor of the St Albans Museum Service,
returning to his native homeland in
1986 to become Director of the Council
of Museums of Wales, in Cardiff.

Renowned for his energy, eloquence
and good humour, he is remembered
as a president with a natural gift for the
swift, unruffled and highly effective dis-
patch of business around our Council
table. He also played a major role in
ensuring that the Clock Tower would be
opened to the public by the Civic Socie-
ty and ourselves, and for many years he
was joint editor of Hertfordshire Ar-
chaeology, published in partnership
with East Herts Archaeological Society.
Nationally, Gareth was a Fellow of the
Society of Antiquaries and later of the
Museums Association. He will no doubt
be much missed by his family.

Bryan Hanlon
John Cox
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THE MAYOR’S HISTORY FUND

We are delighted to announce that we
will be breathing new life into a former
initiative. Kate Morris when Mayor of
St Albans in 2007-8, established a prize
to be awarded each year for submission
of an essay, judged to make an out-
standing contribution to local history.
SAHAAS administered the competition,
the initiative being known as ‘The
Mayor’s Prize’ as the incumbent mayor
would present the cash prize to the
winner. After a few years the number
of submissions dried up although funds
were available. There was no provision
for the fund being wound up, and
restrictions on what the money could
be used for, simply added to the conun-
drum. It was clearly inappropriate, for
us to hold funds which could not be
deployed for their original purpose and
yet could not be used in other ways to
secure the original aim of continuing to
promote history in the area.

Working with the Mayor’s Office, SADC
and other interested parties, including
Kate, a way ahead has been agreed and
endorsed by Councillor Edgar Hill
before he left office as Mayor.

The fundamental aim, to encourage the
publication of research in the history of
St Albans and District, will be main-
tained as the fund will be used to assist

researchers with expenses which, if not
covered, might preclude publication.
The fund will be called ‘The Mayor’s
History Fund’.

The amount of each grant is expected
to be between £75 and £250 and will
necessitate an application being sub-
mitted. The Society will administer the
scheme on behalf of the Mayor of St
Albans and be responsible for promot-
ing the fund, assessing the applications,
and making the awards. Applications
are welcome from members of SAHAAS
and non-members alike.

The grants will be administered by a
SAHAAS committee comprising the
president, secretary and treasurer and
any specialists they may wish to co-opt.
The committee will consider applica-
tions for funding twice a year with
application deadlines being 1 April and
1 October. The Society’s treasurer will
inform the Mayor’s Office of any
awards made so the Mayor may update
SADC.

If you are interested in making an appli-
cation for funding, please contact the
Society’s secretary, Bryan Hanlon, via
hanlonbryan@gmail.com or download
an application form from the website.

John Morewood
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that
The Annual General Meeting of the

St Albans and Hertfordshire Architectural and Archaeological Society
will be held at Marlborough Road Methodist Church on

Tuesday 13 September 2022 at 7.30pm
for the following purposes

Agenda

1) Apologies for absence

2) President's comments

3) To adopt the minutes of the AGM held on 11 January 2022
(Included in the February 2022 Newsletter)

4) To receive the accounts for the year ended 31 May 2022
(enclosed with this Newsletter; see also Treasurer’s Report pp. 10-11)

5) To receive reports from our various Groups
(included in this Newsletter, pp. 12-18)

6) To elect the following members to serve on Council (with their responsi-
bilities) until the next AGM:

Peter Burley   Vice-president
Bryan Hanlon   Secretary
Tony Dolphin   Finance
Tony Berk   Outings
Peter Bourton  Website
Pat Broad   Publications
Gill Girdziusz   Lectures
Pat Howe   17th Century Research Group
Caroline Howkins  Clock Tower
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Frank Iddiols    Technical
Heather Jardine   Library
Christine McDermott  Hertfordshire Archaeology and History
Jon Mein     Newsletter
Sally Pearson    Council Minutes
David Smith    Membership

In addition to the above:
● John Morewood is currently holding the role of Archaeology

● Council is proposing Tim Boatswain as Publicity Officer – see p.4

7) To elect Cathy Phillips as Independent Examiner of the accounts

The AGM will be followed by a lecture given by Tim Boatswain, The Making of
War: Russia and Ukraine.

HERTFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY VOL. 18

The Society’s journal, published in partnership
with the East Herts Archaeological Society, is the
journal of record for archaeological activity in
the county. It also contains some lengthy history
articles and is printed in colour throughout.

The current volume, no. 18, includes an article
by Prof. James Clark titled ‘St Albans Abbey and
the People of St Albans: from the Conquest to
Dissolution’. Full details of the contents of both
the current and earlier volumes are available in
the Publications section on the Society’s website.

Each member of the Society is entitled to buy
one copy for £5.00, the price otherwise being
£20.00. If you cannot collect from the centre of St Albans, the cost of post and
packing is £3.50 per copy. Please contact Christine McDermott via
hertsarch@stalbanshistory.org for details of how to purchase.
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TREASURER’S REPORT

Enclosed with this Newsletter are the accounts for the financial year ended 31 May
2022, which have been approved by an independent examiner. As in previous years,
the accounts are presented in the format required by the Charity Commission’s
Accounting and Reporting by Charities – Statement of Recommended Practice
(SORP2005). They contain a report from an independent examiner, even though
the Charity Commission does not require such a report for charities with an income
below £25,000. I am more comfortable presenting accounts to you that have been
subject to independent examination.

The results for the year are split between restricted, designated and undesignated
funds.

Restricted Funds
The Mayor’s Prize was not awarded this year and the Society holds £3,154 for future
awards. Following extended discussions with the original Donor Mayor and the
Mayor’s Office, agreement has been reached to use the funds to assist researchers
with the costs of research into the history of St Albans and District.

Designated Funds
A donation of £500 was added to the £8,000 already set aside for special projects
or unusual items of expenditure. £4,129 of this money was used to purchase
equipment to allow the Society to improve the presentation of its lectures
simultaneously in person and through Zoom. The Society’s Council is discussing
what other projects could be supported by these funds.

£1,194, representing the surplus generated by the successful Verulamium confer-
ence held in June 2019, is being set aside pending a decision as to how these funds
are to be utilised.

Undesignated Funds
Income:
● The main source of the Society’s income is membership subscriptions. Paying

members increased from 607 to 645 this year. Previously, no difference was
made between receipts for different years. However, the £10,839 figure for
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income under Incoming Resources in 2021/22 relates to subscriptions for that
year only. Subscriptions paid early for 2022/23 are now treated as payments
received in advance on the balance sheet.

● Gift Aid of £4,495 was received this year. This was almost double the amount
received in the previous year reflecting the claim for Gift Aid on a large donation.

● The Clock Tower opened again in the summer of 2021, having been shut
throughout 2020. The Society plays a role in the management of the Clock
Tower and receives a share of the income it generates, which amounted to
£1,500.

● Other income included £1,173 for excursions, which was largely offset by
£1,018 spending, and £1,053 from lectures.

Expenditure:
● After relying mainly on Society members to deliver lectures in the previous

year, the Society reverted to inviting more external speakers this year. In
addition, lectures were again held in Marlborough Road Methodist Church. As
a result, the cost of the lecture programme rose to £3,083.

● The Society’s Newsletter was published quarterly and in colour. There has been
a significant increase in printing costs, and one issue was distributed digitally
only in 2021, so the cost of publication has increased markedly, to £3,132.

● Ongoing Library spending of £1,216 was well down on the previous year, but
almost £1,000 was spent on new IT equipment.

● Expenditure on publications was £1,183 greater than income due to the cost
of printing the second book in the Concise Histories series, which did not go
on sale until June 2022.

Balance Sheet
Overall, the balance sheet shows a substantial increase in unrestricted funds to
£45,575, of which £5,566 has been set aside for special projects or unusual items,
leaving £40,008 in undesignated funds. The Council believes undesignated funds
should not fall below expected annual expenditure, which is £18,500 for the year
ending 31 May 2023. This means that the Society is well-placed to undertake new
projects in the next few years and the Council is already considering a number of
options.

Tony Dolphin
Hon. Treasurer
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AGM GROUP REPORTS

As per the AGM Agenda (see p.8),
Group Reports run from pp.12-18.

LECTURES REPORT

Over the September 2021-May 2022
programme, there were 25 lectures. For
the Autumn Term (Sept.-Dec.) these
were delivered via Zoom. From the
beginning of 2022, as directed by a
ballot of our members, the fifteen lec-
tures have been primarily delivered as
hybrid lectures, with four Zoom-only
lectures and two church-only lectures.
This has only been possible thanks to
the commitment and dedication of a
very small band of members to whom
the Society owes a debt of gratitude.

The attendance at physical lectures has
remained low with an average of 30
members which included the delivery /
set-up team. The last church-only
lecture was attended by approximately
50 members as was the hybrid last
lecture of the season. However, the
Zoom-only lecture attendance remains
high, generally amounting to an average
of 111 members.

The lecture costs have come in under
budget due to the preponderance of
Zoom lectures and a consequent reduc-
tion in expenses. The plan for the

autumn term is to strive to present a
proportion of church only, Zoom and
hybrid lectures. It remains to be seen
how this might be achieved as it
depends on the event (e.g. AGM; dis-
cussion format) and the availability of
the small technical team as well as
lecturers’ preferences and availability.
It will be necessary for a decision to be
taken early in the Autumn regarding
future plans to allow sufficient time for
planning the Winter / Spring pro-
gramme.

It is appreciated that the delivery of the
lecture programme continues to
depend on a very small group. I would
urge you to consider whether you or
others of your acquaintance may have
sufficient basic computer knowledge /
skills to be taught at least a part of the
process of setting-up such that the load
on the few can be more equally distrib-
uted.

Gill Girdziusz
lectures@stalbanshistory.org

TRANSITION PROJECT REPORT

We started the project back in January,
our objective being to study the transi-
tion of St Albans from monastic town to
corporate borough (c.1539-1580). As a
group of twelve researchers, we have
so far largely focused on probate docu-
ments for a small number of men
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involved in that process. By the nature
of these sources, progress has been, as
expected, quite slow but interesting. It
has not all been hard graft: a particular
highlight was the guided walk around
‘Tudor St Albans’ led by Judy Fingland.

At the time of writing, the second phase
of the project is beckoning. From Sep-
tember, our focus will be on matters
such as the 1553 borough charter, pre-
dissolution wills, the school and central
government records.

Jon Mein and Ailsa Herbert

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
REPORT

We are pleased to report healthy sales
(185 copies) of our first Concise Histo-
ries book – Mistress of Gorhambury,
Lady Anne Bacon, by Deborah Spring.
This has allowed us to recover our
production costs and order a reprint.

In June this year we published Concise
Histories No. 2 – St Michael’s Village,
from rural settlement to residential
suburb, by Kate Morris. We also organ-
ised the launch party (see page 23 and
back cover).

Revenue from our book sales totalled
£1,576, nearly double the previous

year. Sales of Mistress of Gorhambury
contributed £1095, The Old Town Hall
£125, Percival Blow £100, and other
books £255. The small number of in-
person lectures this year limited the
opportunities for bookselling at events.
There was, however, a very encourag-
ing increase in purchases from our
online shop: 44 transactions compared
with 25 last year.

The publication committee has met
three times and gained another
member, bringing further useful skills
and experience.

Our Twitter following increased to 580.

Pat Broad

HERTFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY
AND HISTORY

Preparations are going well for the next
volume of the journal we publish with
East Herts Archaeological Society;  we
currently expect the publication of vol.
19 by March 2023. Some research is
underway to compare the journal’s
subscribers list with the institutions on
Library Hub Discover, with the aim of
expanding our list. There have been
small but steady sales of vol. 18 and of
earlier volumes.

Christine McDermott
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ST JULIAN’S RESEARCH GROUP

The Group is still collecting data about
the estate and the surrounding parish
of St Stephen’s and has already pro-
vided articles and talks about various
aspects of the area to local groups. We
are working towards two possible
books – one on the estate in its heyday
with mansion and home farm and with
gentle folk as owners or tenants and
the other on its existence as a tenanted
farm in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries. Other articles for more
learned journals or websites are also
planned. A recent development has
been contact with a researcher into the
life and antiquarian collections of
Charles Willes Wilshere who inherited
the farm in the late 1800s and gave
land for a school for the parish on
Watford Road and invested in buildings
on the estate. This provides a dimen-
sion we had not hitherto expected.

Kate Morris

ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP REPORT

The group now numbers more than 30
Arc and Arc members. Its purpose is to
give those members who wish it, a
focus on archaeology. This is one of the
key strands in the Society’s history and
one which has been neglected for
some years. Events so far have

included walks at Wheathampstead,
Verulamium and from the Aubreys
hillfort to St Albans; visits to the Roman
mausoleum at Rothamsted and St
Albans Museum’s store at Sandridge
Gate; as well as geophys work with Kris
Lockyear at Prae Wood House and
Verulamium.

John Morewood

17TH CENTURY RESEARCH GROUP

The team came together to check word
for word the transcriptions of the doc-
uments for the publication of the
second volume of St Albans Wills,
Inventories and Probate Accounts. This
covers the years 1616 to 1629.

At the same time, Jane Harris and I
were working on the book’s introduc-
tion.  Sheila Green and Jon Mein have
since provided extremely helpful
reviews about that draft; the second
draft is now with the President for his
consideration. When we have dealt
with his comments, we will be in a
position to pass the transcriptions,
appendices and introduction to the
Publications Committee.

Some transcriptions of documents cov-
ering the years 1630 to 1649 have been
completed and are sitting in two files
awaiting attention. Sadly no-one has
come forward to take over the
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research and as Jane and I both wish to
retire from it, the files will be passed to
our Library.

Pat Howe

OUTINGS REPORT

The outings for this year have been
successful and included Piccotts End to
view the medieval paintings in the
ancient cottages and a very successful
and enjoyable outing to Greenwich. The
next events include an outing to Copped
Hall and, later in the year, to Much
Hadham and Ware.  A number of further
outings is being developed for the end
of this year and next.

It has now been decided to amend the
name of the Program Development
Committee as its remit has changed
considerably over the recent past.  The
sub-committee now only handles
outings for the Society and its name is
changing accordingly.

We, on this sub-committee, hope that
you will all continue to support these
events as they bring us together socially
as well as being of great interest histor-
ically, both locally and in the wider
environment.

Tony Berk

‘NEWSLETTER’ REPORT

Little has changed over the last twelve
months other than the addition of
colour to the inside pages. But I must
take this opportunity to thank members
who contribute so much to this quar-
terly production. Thirty-nine members
of the Society have provided content for
the previous four newsletters, alongside
a further eleven non-members including
St Albans Museums’ staff. From these
have come ideas as well as the material
you have read over the last year. More-
over, four members, namely, Bryan
Hanlon, Julia Merrick, Roger Miles and
Donald Munro, review each edition
before it goes to press.

As to the distribution of the finished
article, Christine McDermott organises
dispatch of over 500 copies four times
a year. In particular, Christine sorts
copies into groups which she and five
other members then deliver to many of
you who live in St Albans and
Harpenden. Due to those six, who
include Tony Cooper, Paula Dilger, Julia
Merrick, Graham Norman and Lin
Watson, we save over £650 a year on
postage, a significant sum. Many
thanks, one and all.

Jon Mein
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CLOCK TOWER REPORT

Following completion of the essential
roof repairs, the Clock Tower was finally
officially opened by the Mayor, Coun-
cillor Geoff Harrison, on Saturday 11
June.  Cllr Harrison is the first Mayor to
have opened the Tower twice, as he
officiated seven years ago on 2 April
2015 during his first mayoralty.

The repairs turned out to require com-
plete new wooden decking which was
laid at the end of May after some initial
problems. The first cherry picker that
the roofing contractors used to lift the
wooden planks to the roof was not
quite tall enough. The shorter sections
of wood could be brought in through
the second-floor window and carried
up the spiral staircase but not the
longer ones. A second, higher-reaching
cherry picker had to be hired the fol-
lowing day and the longer pieces were
finally hoisted directly to the roof.

Whilst the Tower was closed, other
repairs and replacements took place
and the Victorian turret clock was serv-
iced. The clock was corrected not only
for the change due to BST but also for
the twelve minutes that it had lost
gradually since its last service. The
timing of the clock can be adjusted by
adding small weights to the penny shelf
on the pendulum as this has the effect

of speeding the clock up. The timing of
the turret clock in the Palace of West-
minster’s Elizabeth Tower is adjusted in
exactly the same way, only they have
shiny pre-decimal one penny coins and
we have a collection of washers and
metal nuts as our weights.

Thank you to all those Clockateers who
have helped to keep the Clock Tower
open to the pubic this year!

Caroline Howkins

Mayor Geoff Harrison opening the
Clock Tower in 2015…

… and in 2022 (© Caroline Howkins)
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LIBRARY REPORT
It is with great relief that I can report
that the period since the last AGM has
been, relatively speaking, unremarkable
and that following all the disruption of
the pandemic and the various lock-
downs, the Library is back to something
close to normal, with the restoration of
our regular opening times (10-12 noon,
Wednesday and Friday mornings).

The Library team has been busy not
only on all our routine tasks, but also on
various projects, including the catalogu-
ing of the Allen slides and of the Shep-
herd architectural plans. Both of these
projects are drawing towards their con-
clusion and will make it much easier for
you all to find information not just in
books but across a whole range of
formats. Full reports will follow in the
Newsletter as these projects reach their
end.

All of our tasks have been made easier
by an IT upgrade this year which has

significantly improved our hardware
and software. This is the kind of change
that is largely unseen but makes it
quicker and simpler for us and for you
to find and use everything in the library.

I must record thanks to all those who
have made small or large donations of
material to the Library which already
have been, or soon will be, available for
members to use. We are truly grateful
that you think of us and ensure that the
scope and coverage of our collections
are always increasing.

Finally I must thank each and every one
of the Library team, all volunteers, who
work so hard and so effectively to
deliver a service to you.

For any enquiries at all, or to make an
appointment, please email us at
library@stalbanshistory.org. We are
looking forward to seeing you soon.

New acquisitions
One of the more unusual items to pass
through my hands this month was a
collection of photocopied testimonials
for Thomas Osborn, described in his
advertising material as a ‘Practical
gilder, picture frame and looking glass
manufacturer’, with ‘Thirty years’ expe-
rience in the art of cleaning, lining and
restoring old paintings’. The testimoni-
als date from 1870 to 1909 and his
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address is variously given as Verulam
Street and 6 Etna Road.

At the back of this rather scruffy looking
pamphlet is a photocopied article from
the Hertfordshire Standard dated 12
February 1892. It describes a painting
which Thomas Osborn had restored and
which was presumed to have been
painted by Hans Holbein at St Albans in
1526-28. I cannot improve upon the
description given in the newspaper:

‘The subject and scene is a fruit repast
in a natural arbour, or under a canopy,
in the Abbey grounds. King Henry the
Eighth and Queen Catherine have come
over to St Albans from their palace at
Hunsdon, a few miles off, on a visit to
Cardinal Wolsey, the abbot of St Albans.
The picture is somewhat of a licentious
character, quite in keeping with the
state of Henry’s court at the time. The
vicious king, and his no less profligate
prelate, are depicted drinking with two
of the libertine court ladies to the
intense mortification and disgust of
Catherine … All the persons in the pic-
ture, with the exception of the Queen
and a child, are in a state of intoxication,
especially the ladies, one of whom is
probably Annie [sic] Boleyn…’

The picture was owned by Thomas
Bennett of Granville Road, ‘who will

gladly show the picture’ – Holbein or
not, I wish I could have seen it.

Heather Jardine

Recent Journal Articles
The Alban Link, no. 96, Spring 2022.
pp.7-9 “What fell through the cracks in
the watching loft?”, by Barry Knight.
Two fragmentary parts of pamphlets
published in the 1520s were found
during repairs to the watching loft in
the cathedral.  They offer an insight into
the reading habits of the monks
towards the end of the monastery’s
existence.

The Record, London Colney Local History
Society, no. 42, Spring/Summer 2022.
pp.5-10 “From Colney Cottage to
Colney Fox”, by Ken Barker.  Over time
the building now known as the Colney
Fox has been a preparatory school, a
military cookery school and the Water
Splash (a leisure destination) before
becoming a pub in 1977.

Rickmansworth Historical Review, Issue
no. 27, June 2022.
pp.9-11 “All Saints’ Church Croxley
Green: a note on churchwardens
serving between 1872 to 1946” by Brian
Thomson.  The article includes a list of
churchwardens at All Saints’ Church
with short biographies.

Lin Watson
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HOT OFF THE PRESS: ‘ST ALBANS AND THE TUDOR REFORMATIONS’

‘It might be said that the Tudors not only cut
St Albans from its medieval past but also set
the course for the future.’ James Clark, Profes-
sor of History at the University of Exeter and
an expert on the history of St Albans Abbey,
provides a fascinating account of the monas-
tery under the Tudors. He describes the
varying fortunes of the Abbey in the 50 years
before the Dissolution, including an account
of Cardinal Wolsey’s little known period of
office as abbot in commendam.  We also learn
what happened to the Abbey after closure and
its changed role in the new chartered borough
of St Albans.

The book is published by the Friends of St Albans Cathedral. It is available from
the Cathedral Shop or by post from the Friends of St Albans Cathedral, St Albans
Cathedral, Sumpter Yard, St Albans, AL1 1BY.  Price: £5.95. Please add £1.50
for orders by post. Cheques should be made out to the Friends of St Albans
Abbey. (ISBN: 9780950251493; 32 pp. plus 4 pp. covers.)

ARCHAEOLOGY IN HERTFORDSHIRE: RECENT RESEARCH

Postponed from 2020, the fourth conference in this series will be held on 22
October 2022 at Dagnall Street Baptist Church, St Albans. Jointly organised by
SAHAAS and the Welwyn Archaeological Society, the event will be both
in-person and live-streamed.

Full details will be published in due course on the Society’s website and the
following Eventbrite page. Tickets for the event are available at £15.00 via
Eventbrite: https://bit.ly/37bw9kT
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FREDERIC KITTON AND
ST ALBANS: FROM PICKWICK TO
PRESERVATION

An exhibition about the life and work of
Frederic Kitton opens at St Albans
Museum + Gallery on 16 September,
2022. David Thorold considers some of
the varied interests of this energetic
man.

Frederic Kitton (1856-1904) was born
in Norwich but lived much of his life in
St Albans. As a young man, he and a
friend spent a walking holiday travelling
from Norwich to London. They passed
through St Albans and both men made
a vow that if they ever left Norwich
they would move to this picturesque
town. Kitton was an illustrator by trade
at this time, and the historical aspects
and visual appearance of St Albans
seem to be what made
him consider a move. In
fact, he had settled in the
city within a year, renting
a house at the bottom of
Holywell Hill.

Kitton’s regular form of
employment at this time
was as an illustrator and
journalist for The Graphic,
a prominent London
newspaper, so a move to
St Albans made sense –

he certainly isn’t the first person to
consider a move here in order to make
travel to London quicker! At the time,
Kitton’s real passion was the life and
works of Charles Dickens and he was in
the process of establishing himself as
one of the pre-eminent experts on this
topic. The Dickensian later noted ‘there
were few men better qualified to write
upon matters connected with Dickens
than Mr Kitton, whose name amongst
lovers of Dickens is a household word’.

The following years saw a plethora of
books relating to Dickens being pub-
lished by Kitton. At first he supple-
mented what income he received from
these publications (which could be
sporadic) with his wages from the
Graphic, but St Albans seems to have
exerted an influence on him and he
eventually retired from the paper and

Market Place, St Albans, showing the Gables centre-left,
 F.G. Kitton (St Albans Museums ref. PX3109)
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turned to providing illustrations for a
number of local or county-based publi-
cations. At first these seem to have been
little more than work for hire but by
1893 he was co-editing the Hertford-
shire Illustrated Review and providing
not only illustrations but also articles as
he sought to establish himself as a jour-
nalist first and illustrator second. The
historic remnants of old St Albans and
Hertfordshire were his chief subjects
and he produced a great number of
articles and publications on these in the
following years.

Kitton’s growing fascination with St
Albans saw him elected as a member of
SAHAAS in 1897. He was involved in the
foundation of what was then the County
Museum, becoming its honorary curator
for prints and drawings and he spent the
next few years building up its collection
of books and prints and instigating its
art collection. His interest in the active
preservation of the town’s older struc-
tures seems to have grown from this
time on. He was an early advocate of the
heritage movement, calling for an end
to developer-led destruction of older
buildings in the town and the develop-
ment of laws that would lead to build-
ings being preserved for the enjoyment
of future generations.

Kitton took particular umbrage at the
rebuilding projects of the cathedral’s

west front and St Michael’s church
tower, both funded by Lord Grimthorpe,
and wrote to the Herts Advertiser com-
plaining of what he saw as Grimthorpe’s
vandalism. He was more successful in
preserving other buildings, most notably
the Gables in the Market Place which
had been purchased by Boots. (See
drawing, facing page.) This was saved
following a petition brought about by
his article in the Herts Advertiser, ‘The
Vanishing of St Albans – a Plea for the
Picturesque’ (26 August 1899, p.5). The
building still stands today.

This exhibition considers Kitton’s life
while living in St Albans, including his
work on Dickens and examines the illus-
trations produced during this time, with
a focus on his developing interest in
preserving the town’s historic past.

The origin of the exhibition lies with the
late John Cox, an Honorary Member of
SAHAAS. John had carried out a large
amount of research over many years
into the life of Frederic Kitton. This
exhibition is based on and dedicated to
John’s work.

David Thorold
Curator

St Albans Museums + Gallery
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LOCAL HISTORY SEMINARS

The seminar series will resume in Sep-
tember and will remain over Zoom for
this term, though we do hope to hold
some seminars in the Library again
before long. Numbers will still be
restricted to 25 so book early if the topic
is of special interest. For members
unable for any reason to attend, pre-
senters are always willing to discuss the
topic if you contact them after the
event. Invitations to register will be sent
via email a week before each seminar as
usual.

All seminars commence at 2.30pm and
are still on Thursdays, usually the third
of each month. The programme for
September to November 2022 is as fol-
lows:

22 September
Bowgate and Snatchup
Kate Morris
Before the installation of the rounda-
bout at Catherine Street, St Peter’s
Street was uninterrupted as far as the
churchyard wall. At that point it nar-
rowed with the continuation known as
Bowgate. The Georgian architecture
there is currently being restored.
Beyond, until the end of the nineteenth
century, lay a small community known
as Snatchup. Kate considers the history

and development of the area and its
names.

20 October
St Stephen’s parish near St Albans
Kate Morris, Alison Metcalfe and Lynda
Rigg
St Stephen’s parish, lying beyond the
bounds of the Borough of St Albans, has
been little researched and published by
local historians, though some work has
been undertaken on Park Street and
Bricket Wood. Its historic community
around the parish church at St Stephen’s
Green (long superseded by the notori-
ous King Harry double roundabout)
included some interesting buildings and
people.

24 November
Ringing the changes
Alison Macfarlane
Change ringing, the way bells are rung
in Britain and Ireland has evolved since
the sixteenth century in a distinctive
way and the social context of ringing has
changed over time. Ringing for church
services, now seen as a characteristic
sound of an English Sunday, was unusual
before the last quarter of the nineteenth
century. Alison has rung at St Stephen’s
for many years and has a keen interest
in the history of St Albans bells and their
ringers.

Kate Morris
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THE LAUNCH OF THE
‘ST MICHAEL’S VILLAGE’ BOOK

It was a real treat to be able to hold the
launch of our second Concise Histories
book in the magnificent medieval Kings-
bury barn. The barn was the perfect
venue as Kingsbury Manor House was
the main residence of the Smith family
who dominated the community in the
village for much of the period covered
by the book.

Well over 90 members and guests joined
us on the evening of 7 June to celebrate
the launch of Kate Morris’s book, St
Michael’s Village, from rural settlement
to residential suburb, 1700-1930. We
were delighted to welcome the Coun-
tess of Verulam, one of our Patrons.

John Morewood gave a warm welcome
to everyone and praised the extensive
amount of original research that Kate

Morris had undertaken to complete the
history. Kate gave a short talk about her
approach to the research, revealing how
much she had enjoyed the process of
piecing together discoveries in the
archives to build up a picture about the
people and families of the village.

After the talks the Marriott String
Quartet played some delightful
summery music adding to our enjoy-
ment of the evening, which by all
accounts was a thoroughly enjoyable
occasion.

We were delighted with the book sales
– 61 copies, the most we have ever sold
at one event. The bookselling team, Julia
Merrick and Ian Jardine, had a very busy
evening. A big thank you to both of them.

Many other people need thanking. To
name a few: Val Argue for helping to
organise the event and, with her
husband Chris, for buying the wine and
running the drinks table; the publica-
tions committee for helping in all sorts
of ways, and Kate Morris, who had the
idea for the music and string quartet.
Special thanks are due to Jill and Adam
Singer for their generosity in letting us
use Kingsbury barn and for their help
and advice.

Pat Broad
The Marriott String Quartet in the Barn

(© Caroline Howkins)
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BLUE PLAQUES UPDATE

In our May Newsletter, we wrote of how
Blue Plaques St Albans (BPSA) has at last
installed our first plaque, commemorat-
ing John Ball, on the façade of the
museum. Two more have now followed.

Stacey Turner, founder of the mental
health charity It’s OK to Say, unveiled
our second on a site on the corner of
what is now College Street and Lower
Dagnall Street. This is where Nathaniel
Cotton, a pioneer in clinical psychology,
established his ‘Collegium Insanorum’.
A doctor in the mid-1700s, Cotton
showed how it was possible to improve

the condition of mentally ill patients by
practising a more humane and enlight-
ened regime based on fresh air and a
good diet. This was a time when most
patients diagnosed with mental illness
were humiliated, locked away and often
treated like beasts.

Our third was unveiled in June at the
home of Mme Claudie Law, 11 Nor-
mandy Road, by Cat Newley, Audience
Development Manager from St Albans
Museum. This plaque commemorates
Dr Elsie Toms: Albanian, councillor,
alderman, mayor, magistrate, local his-
torian, and honorary freeman of the city
– and of course author of what was for
many years the seminal history of our
city: The Story of St Albans. A keen
suffragist in her younger days, Dr Toms
came from a political family from
Bethnal Green in east London, and
attended Garden Fields School eventu-
ally receiving her doctorate in history at
King’s College.

Please note: these plaques cost about
£500 each. We need many more contri-
butions if we are to achieve our aim of
a dozen or more around St Albans. All
monies gratefully received. Please send
your cheque (payable to Blue Plaques St
Albans) to the treasurer: Bryan Hanlon,
24 Monks Horton Way, St Albans, AL1
4HA.

Bryan Hanlon

(l-r) Claudie Law, Cat Newley, and Robert
Pankurst from BPSA in front of the

Elsie Toms plaque (© Tim Boatswain)
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THE WHEATHAMPSTEAD EWER –
UPDATE

Members will recall that in the Novem-
ber 2021 Newsletter I reported on our
plans to reproduce the Wheathamp-
stead ewer and donate it as a perma-
nent exhibit to strengthen the history
section of St Albans Museum. To bring
newer members up-to-date, this rare
object was discovered in 1887 when
workmen constructing a railway line on
the outskirts of Wheathampstead
found a brass ewer in a shallow grave .
No details were recorded, but in 1900
the object was acquired by the British
Museum who subsequently dated it to
the late sixth to early seventh century.
They believe it was probably made in
the eastern Mediterranean and that It

clearly belonged to a person of high
status. The museum declined our
request for the ewer to be loaned as
part of our ‘175’ anniversary celebra-
tions and it remains in the museum’s
store. Indeed, the ewer has only been
displayed twice since 1900.

The cost of reproduction, even allowing
for energy price increases, is not astro-
nomical – £3,000 to £5,000 is the best
current estimate. Some members
kindly promised donations and we are
well on our way to achieving our target.
All donations will be gratefully and
publicly acknowledged on the website
and in a ‘Book of Benefactors’.

So where do we stand on this? On Kris
Lockyear’s advice, I had a meeting with
Roland Williamson, a replica maker.
(For examples of his work, see the
National Trust collection at Sutton Hoo
and his and Tess Machling’s papers on
Iron Age torcs.) Roland has been fasci-
nated by the ewer and in 2015 pains-
takingly photographed it. He is willing
to make a reproduction and because he
strives to make his replicas in the same
way as our ancestors, we will get a
fascinating insight into how the ewer
was made. Of course, we have to com-
plete raising the money. More anon.

John MorewoodThe ewer (© Trustees of the British Museum)
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NEWS FROM THE
BATTLEFIELD

The Battlefields Trust (BT) has
tracked down and rescued a
cannon ball from the battle-
field of the Second Battle of St
Albans (Wars of the Roses, 17
February 1461, Lancastrian
victory). It is the second oldest
cannon ball to have been
found in Britain and is the only
authenticated relic from either
of the two local battles.

It was discovered by a metal detectorist
in 2014 and properly reported to the
then Museum of St Albans. Authentica-
tion of the cannon ball was provided by
Dr Glenn Foard from the University of
Huddersfield (Glenn is the battlefield
archaeologist who found the exact site
of the Battle of Bosworth, along with a
huge collection of cannon balls from it.)
Likewise I validated the site of the find
as appropriate for the Second Battle.
The museum recorded the find and put
it on display briefly for their ‘Objects on
Demand’ exhibition in 2015. It then
returned to private ownership and was
sold to a reputable arms dealer in
Brighton where, John Morewood, our
very own President – also a member of
BT – found it and raised the money to
buy it.

It would have been brought from the
royal armoury in the Tower of London
to St Albans – together with the cannon
it was designed to be fired from – by the
Earl of Warwick (‘Warwick the King-
maker’). He led his Yorkist army here
from London in mid-February 1461.

The cannon ball is made of lead alloy,
weighs 640 grams and is 47 millimetres
in diameter. You will not have to take
our word for it though, because it will
be the prize exhibit at the Society’s
exhibition on the Second Battle at St
Albans Museum, scheduled for Spring
2023. Thereafter it will be donated to
the museum.

Dr Peter Burley

The Second Battle cannon ball (© SADC; published under
a Creative Commons Licence, PAS ref. BH-E474B0)
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THE PHOTOGRAPH OF EMMA
RANCE, 1834-65
Those of us who explore the experi-
ences of what might be termed ‘ordi-
nary’ men and women in the 1800s are
rarely able to put faces to the names
which emerge from the census, news-
papers, etc. This is not to say that such
folk were not photographed, but it is
more likely that those images survive in
private family albums than in the public
domain. The photographs we can access
tend to be of the local gentry or public
officials. St Albans Museum has an
impressive collection of photographs
dating from the nineteenth century, but
many of these are of unidentified indi-
viduals whose cartes de visite have
outlived them, leaving us only to
wonder at the stories they might tell.

One very welcome exception to this is
the image above. It appears in a small
book published in 1866. Written by
Revd Henry Smith, vicar of Christ Church
in Verulam Road, it is a memorial to a
young bonnet sewer from Fishpool
Street, Emma Rance, a member of his
congregation. Emma died of typhoid
aged just thirty-one years old. [Note 1]

We have no precise date for the image,
but Emma died in June 1865. Even if
taken only shortly before she became
unwell, it is one of the earliest photo-

graphs of a named working-class
woman from St Albans of which we are
aware. We cannot know at this distance
why it was taken, but we can be thankful
that whoever treasured it made it avail-
able to Henry Smith. A bonus is that the
museum has an image of Smith himself,
probably again from the 1860s. [2]

Dr Julie Moore

Notes
1. H. Smith, First Fruits Unto the Lord. A
Memorial of E.R. (London, 1866).
<books.google.com> The online version
gives only a faint outline of the image.
A physical copy of the book can be
found at the British Library.
2. Smith’s image can be found here:
collections.stalbansmuseums.org.uk/ob
jects/51523

The photo of Emma Rance
 (with thanks to Malcolm Merrick)
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WE WELCOMED THEM

In 2017 I researched a project to follow
the story of a number of schools in
Eastbourne whose children were evac-
uated to Bishop’s Stortford.  As a result
the memories of some of those, then
young coastal children, were triggered,
there being otherwise little documen-
tary material in the Herts & Essex
Observer. Search Eastbourne on the
Herts Memories website. [Note 1]
There are archived at HALS a number of
administration files about the County
Education Committee’s role in child
evacuation but these remain closed at
present.

In St Albans we received large numbers
of children in 1939 (Operation Pied
Piper) and still more in 1940 when
further evacuees from London were
joined by children from Sussex, follow-
ing increased risk of enemy bombing
along the south coast. See the Evacuees
page on:
www.stalbansowneastend.org.uk.

The Herts Advertiser made many refer-
ences to the arrival and location of
evacuee children and their many carers.
Their headteachers wrote letters of
appreciation in the newspaper, and we
have a better picture of which schools
received the children, and the London
and Sussex schools from which they had

come; some for a year or two, others
for more than five.

However, it is known that a number of
children were hosted by St Albans
School. These children would have been
distributed widely throughout the city
at host billets where ‘uncles and aunts’
may not necessarily have had children
of their own attending St Albans School.

As you will appreciate, time is running
out in recovering the memories and
accounts of even the youngest children;
and recollections of their teachers and
hosts are already in the hands of the
next generation, on the assumption
that memories were passed down. If
members of SAHAAS have come across
accounts – and photographs would be
a huge bonus – from any former
evacuee families or school records,
especially in recounting the specific
arrangements at St Albans School, do
please get in touch.

For further information visit
www.evacuees.org.uk, the website of
the British Evacuees Association.

Mike Neighbour
mikeneighbour@mac.com

Note
1. www.hertsmemories.org.uk
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LONDON COLNEY LOCAL
HISTORY SOCIETY –
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

2022 marks the 25th anniversary of
our society which was founded in
1997. Since that time an impressive
archive has been assembled com-
prising over 2,000 photographs, a collec-
tion of newspaper cuttings together
with document records and other arte-
facts relevant to the history of London
Colney. There is a fine collection of
sporting trophies and cups from the
former  Senior School. Activities include
an AGM with speaker, a two-day exhibi-
tion at the Caledon Community Centre
and a magazine published twice yearly.

The earliest newspaper extract of 1754
reflects the coaching heritage of the
district when London Colney was a
staging post on the London to Holyhead
road. The report recounts how a coach
travelling from South Mimms to London
Colney was held up by a masked high-
wayman who relieved the occupants of
their valuables. He was ‘well mounted
on a light bay horse with a cut tail’.

The prosperity of the village was closely
linked with the road described as ‘one
of the most celebrated of all the roads
out of London as it carried nearly all the
traffic between the metropolis and Liv-
erpool, Manchester and Birmingham’.

The passing traffic attracted many inns
lining the route which, by the early
nineteenth century, could provide
accommodation for 100 persons and
stabling for 320 horses. Up to 70 car-
riages passed daily.

However the abundance of public
houses caused the vicar of St Peter’s
Church (St Albans) to write in 1823
‘London Colney [being] full of Publick
Houses exposes its people to examples
and temptations which must necessarily
cause the Sabbath to be Lamentably
neglected or spent in  an indecent and
disorderly manner’. This opinion helped
in the campaign for a church in the
village which resulted in the building of
St Peter’s (London Colney) in 1825; the
first Anglican church to be built in Hert-
fordshire in the nineteenth century.

Annual family membership of the
society is £5. Please send any enquiries
to admin@londoncolneyhistory.co.uk.

Ken Barker

Waterside, London Colney, 1927
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KEEP THE DATE – HALH SYMPOSIUM

This year’s Herts Association for Local History Symposium will be held on Saturday
19 November, 10am to 4pm. The venue is the Katherine Warington School in
Harpenden (AL5 5FH). Full details will be posted on the association’s website
(halh.org.uk) in due course; we’ll send you the link via ‘enews’ as and when it is
available. With this year’s theme being ‘Wining and Dining in Hertfordshire’, here
for your delectation is the draft programme:

10.00 Welcome and introduction to the symposium (Helen Hofton, HALH Chair)

10.10 John Broad, Bread and Ale: the barley trade and the growing of grain

10.40  Malcolm Thick: William Ellis and Hertfordshire food and  recipes
(Zoom talk)

11.10 Coffee

11.40 Sue Flood: Carrington: A hospitable farmer: Feasting and Society,
1798-1812

12.10 Sheila White: Eighteenth-century parish workhouse fare

12.30  Richard Simons: Village butchers in the early 19th century

1.00  Lunch

2.00 Heather Falvey: Cucumbers, curry and doughnuts: some of Elizabeth
  Dimsdale’s recipes

2.30 Jon Mein: Dining in Hertfordshire's ‘improved pubs’, 1880-1940

3.00 Philip Sheail: Wining and Dining with the Herts Rifle Volunteers in the
  1860s

3.30  Summing-up and thanks; closing at 4.00
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DROP INS – OR DROP OUTS?
As you may recall from our May 2021
Newsletter, St Albans Museum + Gal-
lery asked for our help piloting a local
history ‘drop-in hub’. The idea was
that, every Wednesday morning, vol-
unteers from our Society would be
available to answer queries from visi-
tors on how to find out more about
the district’s history. This would help
raise heritage awareness and increase
the museum’s focus on local history.

Sad to say that this project has died –
due to both a shortage of visitors to
the museum walking past our ‘drop in’

point, and volunteers from SAHAAS.
Apart from your president and secre-
tary, a grand total of three members
(out of more than 600) volunteered for
this, hardly onerous, task. Some of us
of course do not live anywhere near
the centre of St Albans, but it was
disappointing that so few volunteered
to help what we thought was a worthy
cause. Next time your Society asks for
help (maybe in our St Albans History
Fair this September – see p. 5), it is
hoped that more of you will come
forward.

Bryan Hanlon
Secretary

ST ALBANS ABBEY MANUSCRIPTS ON THE WEB

By the late middle ages St Albans Abbey had one of the largest and most
significant book collections of any Benedictine house in England. The important
and beautiful manuscripts produced in the scriptorium were all dispersed
when the monastery was dissolved in 1539, never to be reunited.

Fortunately, many have found their way into the collections of libraries and
archives. Some have now been digitised and are freely available to view on
their websites, notably those of the British Library, the Parker Library at Corpus
Christi College, Cambridge and the Bodleian Library, Oxford.

St Albans Cathedral’s Archives team has compiled a matrix of these digitised
manuscripts which can be seen at: https://bit.ly/3AVPbIk.

Trinity College, Dublin has recently digitised a very important manuscript from
St Albans by our famous monk and chronicler, Matthew Paris. The Book of St
Albans incudes The Life of St Alban, with its wonderful illustrations. You can
read more at: https://bit.ly/3IJqGzX.

Ailsa Herbert
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THE TRIP TO GREENWICH

Thanks to David Harrold’s planning, and
good weather, the Society outing on 8
June to the Painted Hall and the
Queen’s House at Greenwich went
smoothly and easily.

The Painted Hall was the dining room of
the Royal Naval Hospital, a project of
Queen Mary. The Hospital, designed by
Wren and completed in 1751, was to
care for men who had served at least
two years in the Royal Navy (so could
be as young as twelve!) and had sus-
tained injury that made them destitute.
The men were known as ‘pensioners’,
received a monetary allowance, board
and lodging, a uniform, and had
freedom to come and go during the day,
They were provided with indoor enter-
tainment – we enjoyed their skittle
alley. The pensioners were from all over

the world. Those with darker skins
chose to wear the red Liberty cap made
iconic in the French Revolution to show
that they were not slaves.

On our way towards the entrance of the
Painted Hall, through a piece of glass
floor, we saw the foundations of the
Tudor palace on which the present
building was built. Set into the founda-
tions, in what were the cellars of the
palace, we could see ‘bee bolts’, large
arched niches in which beehives were
placed!

We entered the Painted Hall. The dome,
the gilded architectural detailing and Sir
James Thornhill’s astounding painted
ceiling and walls are breathtaking. At
the centre of the ceiling painting,
William and Mary receive an olive
branch and dove from Virtues Peace
and Concord; and bestow on Europe
freedom represented by the red Liberty
cap. Crushed beneath their feet is a
figure looking uncannily like Louis XIV of
France representing ‘arbitrary power
and tyranny’. Europe is represented by
a comely crouching woman with her
hand held out.

In the wonderful west wall-painting, Sir
James depicts the new monarch as an
ideal choice. We see George of Hanover,
his heir, his heir’s heir, and a superfluity
of hearty little spares: fecundity was

Group photo taken just after lunch,
so raring to go (© David Harrold)
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important after the failure of queens
Mary and Anne to give birth to a direct
successor. We also see George’s mother
but not his wife, whom George had
banished for suspected unfaithfulness.
A faint hand protrudes from under the
floor covering – the hand of  the wife
who had been swept under the carpet?

The Queen’s House was commissioned
by James  I’s queen, Anne of Denmark.
A busy road separated palace and park
and Inigo Jones designed the House to
bridge the road. Anne died before being
able to occupy the House but Jones
lived to see its completion in 1635 for
Charles I’s queen, Henrietta Maria. It

was used in a variety of ways, some
scandalous, but the most visible associ-
ation now is with the combined Royal
Naval Asylum for Naval orphans and the
Hospital School for sons of Navy
seamen for which, in 1811, two huge
wings were built joined to the House by
colonnades. Orphaned girls were taught
needlework and housekeeping, and
were housed in the central building, as
were senior staff. Boys were taught
naval craft and housed in the wings. On
the front lawn was a huge training ship
with towering masts and rigging.

The Royal Hospital School moved to
Suffolk in the 1930s and the House
became part of the Royal Maritime
Museum and, during the Second World
War, a residence for Wrens.

We saw room after room of paintings
of ships, of people with (sometimes
tenuous) connections to the Navy. On
the floor of the central hall are black
and white tiles in complex patterns, on
the ceiling are (recently done) trillions
of exquisite, intricate little goldleaf
shapes inspired by forms on the hand-
rail of the adjacent Tulip Stairs.

Looking up the Tulip Stairs that, without
central support, form a magnificent oval
spiral, made a fitting climax to an alto-
gether thrilling day.

Kate Bretherton

In the Queen’s House (© David Harrold)
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A WALK THROUGH TIME

There’s only so much you can learn
about social history from listening to
lectures and reading books.  Sometimes
it is also helpful to our understanding if
you actually get out and walk the
places, streets or landscape where our
ancestors lived their lives.

In June we were lucky enough to have
archaeologist Wendy Morrison leading
a walk along the valleys of the Red and
the Ver rivers. We started at The
Aubreys, just outside Redbourn, to
assess what remains of an Iron Age hill
fort (or more accurately a plateau fort).
The practical issues faced by those
building the fort were immediately
apparent. How were they able to dig
such impressively deep defensive
ditches with the primitive manual tools
which were available at that time?
Where did they access the water they
needed for what was clearly a large
settlement? Wendy, with her extensive
experience as leader of the ‘Hillforts in
the Chilterns Landscape’ project, pro-
vided some plausible answers which we
might not otherwise have guessed.

The next section of the walk took us
across a series of fields on ground above
the river level.  Wendy encouraged us
to look out on the ploughed surface for
remnants of past occupation. We found

a surprising number of pieces of pot-
tery, some which she identified as
Roman.  Then on one field an interest-
ing selection of modern fragments.
Apparently the waste from our garden
bins had been used to help fertilise the
ground – so a lesson in not leaping to
conclusions from archaeological finds!
Looking closely at the soil surface, solid
clay with flint, just made us realise how
hard our predecessors must have
worked to cultivate it.

Water and its relationship with human
settlement was a theme of the walk
throughout, whether it was dried up
springs, polluted chalk streams, or
disused water mills. It was maybe
appropriate therefore that one of the
most striking features on the landscape
we crossed is at present the new pipe-
line being laid by Affinity Water.  Some
elements of human life never change…

Sally Pearson
Archaeology Group

Fieldwalking with Wendy Morrison (left)
(© Bill Free)
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VISITING THE MEDIEVAL WALL-PAINTINGS
AT PICCOTTS END

With regrettable timing, in 1527, the prosperous
owner of a new four-bayed house in Piccotts
End, near Hemel Hempstead, paid for religious
wall paintings to adorn the great hall. Reflecting
his strong Catholic faith, he commissioned three
images of Christ – at his baptism by St John, at
the height of his ministry, and as his broken body
was held by the Virgin Mary after he was taken
down from the cross.

Within a few years, possibly when Edward VI
(1547-53) banned religious images in private
homes (they had already been defaced in
churches), the then owner grudgingly arranged
for the faces of Christ and the saints to be
obliterated. Perhaps the minimum he thought
he could get away with. The memory of the
paintings was then forgotten.

It was not until 1953 that the paintings were
rediscovered when layers of wallpaper were
removed. (By then, the house had been divided into three parts.) By the early
1960s, they were attracting considerable public interest. But the house and its
paintings remain in private ownership; a few years ago Karen Murphy bought the
cottage at auction.

The house is rarely open for viewing, but Tony Berk was able to arrange visits by
two groups of SAHAAS members on 3 May 2022, where they were welcomed by
Karen and her business partner Janet McQueen. Karen has spent years researching
the paintings, and gave us an interesting account of their content and significance.

Peter Bourton

Karen Murphy discusses the  paintings
with visitors from SAHAAS

(© Tony Berk)
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Tuesday 6 September
Shapes from a Plane: Lidar, Archaeol-
ogy and Citizen Science
Dr Wendy Morrison
Church / Zoom
Lasting over four years, the ‘Beacons of
the Past’ project was part funded by the
National Lottery Heritage Fund, the Chil-
tern Society, and the National Trust,
amongst others. Its purpose was to
engage and inspire communities to dis-
cover, conserve, and enjoy the Chilterns’
Iron Age hillforts and their prehistoric
chalk landscapes. Now, at the project’s
conclusion, Dr Morrison will discuss some
of the results of the country’s largest
bespoke LiDAR survey, the project’s out-
reach programmes, and what comes next.

Wendy has worked for the last four and
a half years as project manager of the
‘Beacons of the Past’ project. She is also
Senior Associate Tutor for Archaeology at
the Oxford University Department for
Continuing Education. Wendy’s research
areas are Prehistoric European Archaeol-
ogy and Landscape Archaeology. She has
over a decade excavation experience in
southern Britain, the Channel Islands, and
India and is a Fellow of the Society of
Antiquaries.

Tuesday 13 September
AGM followed by ‘The Making of War:
Russia and Ukraine’
Prof. Tim Boatswain
Church / Zoom.  The meeting starts at
7.30pm. Members only.
The question ‘Why War?’ is often asked.
Although many species have fight or
flight mechanisms and our nearest
primate cousins, chimpanzees, can
exhibit extreme violence, only humans
make war. War then is a product of
human culture in which history plays a
crucial role. This talk will examine how
history has helped trigger Putin‘s war on
Ukraine.

Tim Boatswain is a Professor of Anthro-
pology and History specialising in the East
Mediterranean and Byzantine Studies.
He has held a range of academic posts in
the UK and abroad. He is presently chair-
person of colleges in Myanmar, Singa-

LECTURE PROGRAMME
6 September to 22 November 2022

All lectures commence at 7.45pm
unless otherwise stated.

Any changes to the programme will be
notified on our website and via enews.

Non-members are charged £5 for
attendance at a lecture (unless stated
otherwise).

Note: delivery of lectures will vary
between Marlborough Road Methodist
Church only; church and live-streaming
via Zoom; and Zoom only.
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pore, and Uzbekistan; President of St
Albans Civic Society; Conservation50
chairman,  of Blue Plaques St Albans, and
the City Centre Vision Steering Group. He
has recently agreed to take on a commu-
nications role for SAHAAS.

Tuesday 20 September
A New Home for the long tradition of
Glassmaking in Stourbridge
Graham Fisher MBE
Zoom
2022 is designated the Year of the
Master Craftsman. The following lecture
is the first in a series to celebrate the
history and continuing evolution of tra-
ditional crafts.

The Stourbridge Glass Collection, one of
the most important in the world, fea-
tures some 10,000 items from the Stour-
bridge glass quarter and represents
every major period of glass production
in this country. The speciality of Stour-
bridge’s factories at the end of the nine-
teenth century was cameo glass. This talk
examines the history and significance of
the collection, the opening of the new
glass museum and the future for glass-
making that it represents.

Graham, a writer and broadcaster, com-
bines his interest in inland waterways
wih the industries they served, particu-
larly glass. He is an inaugural member of

the Canal and River Trust and a trustee
of the British Glass Foundation. In 2015
he sat as a juror for the International
Festival of Glass Biennale and in 2021
was appointed a Fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society in recognition of his
contribution to local history.

Tuesday 4 October
More than Neo-Brutalism:  the Barbi-
can Estate’s History and Design
Dr Peter Burley
Zoom
This talk previews our excursion later to
the Barbican Estate in the City. The talk
and trip aim to explain why there is so
large a social housing and arts complex
within ‘the square mile’ and why its
architecture and design are the way they
are and owe as much to the Roman
empire as they do to Le Corbusier. Why
is this development so successful when
other equivalents have been such fail-
ures?

Peter Burley, the Society’s Vice-president,
has been using the Barbican in different
ways for 50 years. He has been a regular
speaker and writer for the Society, lives
in St Albans and is currently working on
the 2023 exhibition in the Museum +
Gallery on the Second Battle of St Albans.
This battle also features in the tour – so
prepare to be surprised!
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Tuesday 11 October
‘So you'd like a replica Wheathamp-
stead Ewer...’
Roland Williamson
Church
Roland aka Bodgit & Bendit produces a
range of fine replicas, pottery, jewellery
and metalwork from the Bronze Age to
the medieval period for museums and
collectors. Also working in bone, antler,
wood and leather, commissions have
included hand sewn clothing and shoes,
replica cheeses, hams and even log
boats. Creating these items – which
allow people to encounter these objects
in the way they were originally intended
– necessitates a deep dive into under-
standing the originals ideally in person,
which is enlightening and a pleasure.

Originally specialising in objects from
the Saxon and Viking period, we began
by producing everything that a self-re-
specting early medieval person could
wish for. Over the last 35 years this has
branched out to include many other eras
and peoples – Egyptians and Iron Age
pieces being our latest ventures.

Tuesday 18 October
Avebury Henge: A Neolithic Site in
Context
Georgina Graham
Church / Zoom
This lecture will consider the enigmatic
and extraordinary archaeological

wonders of one of the finest and largest
Neolithic monuments in Europe.
Avebury Henge in Wiltshire, with its
three megalithic stone circles and other
surrounding sites, will form the basis for
our exploration of what is seemingly a
vast sacred landscape.

Georgina is an archaeologist and prehis-
torian. She specialises in late Mesolithic,
Neolithic and early Bronze Age mono-
lithic monuments, architectural feats,
burial mounds and cultural sciences
across Britain. She has been investigat-
ing Neolithic and Bronze Age sites in
England to explore the question, ‘Are
these ancient ceremonial sites and com-
plexes linked in some way and, if so,
how?’

Tuesday 8 November
Culture Across Two Continents
The Right Revd Dean of St Albans
Cathedral, Jo Kelly-Moore
Church
The Dean will present her personal
perspective on the differing histories
and cultures of the communities she has
served in New Zealand, Canterbury and
more recently St Albans

The Very Revd Jo Kelly-Moore was
installed as Dean of St Albans in Decem-
ber 2021. She was Archdeacon of Can-
terbury Cathedral from 2017 to 2021
and prior to her move to the UK was
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Dean of Holy Trinity Cathedral, Auck-
land, New Zealand. Jo is married to Paul
with whom she has two grown-up sons,
Adam and Nathan. Prior to ordination
she practised as a solicitor in New
Zealand and London.

Tuesday 15 November
To be confirmed

Tuesday 22 November
The Future of Architecture: The Next
175 Years
Alison Crompton, Andrew Daws and
Simon Knight
Church / Zoom

This is the third and final part of a series
set up in 2020 to celebrate the Society’s
175th anniversary. Two similar events
focused on History and Archaeology
but on this occasion a panel of eminent
architects will each share their perspec-
tives on architecture in the past,
present and future. Their individual
presentations will be followed by a
chance for debate and audience partic-
ipation. Further details to follow.

FOR SALE IN 1814 – 6 HOLYWELL HILL

‘To be sold by auction by Mr
Wilson, on Tuesday the 15th day of
February 1814 at 12 o’clock at
Noon at the Guildhall, London,
before the Commissioners named
in a Commission of Bankruptcy
awarded and issued against Jacob
Moore of Saint Albans … Draper
and Tailor.

A desirable freehold estate, consist-
ing of a newly erected brick fronted
house well situated for business on
Holywell Hill, in the capital Market-town of St Albans … and now in the
occupation of the Bankrupt.’

(Sources: London Gazette, 1 February 1814 p. 267; Abbey parish poor rate
assessments; Abbey parish map and reference book, 1818)

Putterills, 6 Holywell Hill, 2021



NEW SAHAAS PUBLICATION

This new history by Kate Morris traces the village’s transformation from a
thriving artisan community in the eighteenth century to an estate village and
the residential suburb we know today. The author’s meticulous research
reveals many hitherto unknown details about the village and its people.

The book, St Michael’s Village, from rural settlement to residential suburb, 1700
– 1930, is available to order, price £7 + p&p. It is available from our online
store: www.stalbanshistory.org/store. Alternatively please send an email to
publications@stalbanshistory.org. The book is also now in selected local
bookshops. For enquiries, please call Pat Broad 01727 863340.


