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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Well, here we are in 2022 which, I know,
we all hope will be better than 2021. My
comments made at our AGM are con-
tained in this Newsletter (see pp. 6-9),
but I wanted to take the opportunity to
put a bit more flesh on
the bones. Apart from
continuing all the good
things that we are doing,
what will be new in 2022?
I see two key themes:
involvement and collabo-
ration. Involvement will
see more opportunities
for members to get
involved in research
projects. There are cur-
rently two new ones and, no doubt, more
will follow. The first, led by Jon Mein and
Ailsa Herbert, called ‘Transition’, will look
at what happened in St Albans when the
abbey was dissolved. This hopefully will
be important not only for St Albans but
will provide a benchmark for the history
of other towns under monastic control –
Abingdon, Bury St Edmunds, Cirencester,
Colchester, Reading etc.

The second project, led by me, will look
at what happened in St Albans during the
British Civil Wars of the seventeenth
century. Although no battles were fought
here (the closest were skirmishes at
Elstree and Watford) the civil wars had a

great impact and not just from troop
recruitment and taxation. Parliamen-
tarian armies marched through our
town which, because of its strategic
importance to prevent a Royalist thrust
on London, was fortified and garri-
soned.  The Parliamentarian military

headquarters was fre-
quently at St Albans. No
meeting was more
important than that of
November 1648 in the
Abbey Church which set
in motion the events
which would lead, two
months later, to the
execution of King
Charles I. If you are
interested in research-

ing either project do let us know.

So, what about collaboration? The
Society’s history shows we have not
shirked from getting involved in local
issues and that we are most effective
when we work with others. There is
indeed much opportunity to do good.
Our work with our friends in the
Museum + Gallery to increase the his-
torical coverage continues. We await
the joint press release from SADC and
English Heritage on the results of the
consultation on the Roman wall in
Verulamium Park in which we have
been involved. This will be a great step
forward. Hopefully we can extend this
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approach, through collaboration with
the Sopwell community, to give more
meaning to the ruins of the house of the
Tudor Crown’s leading military engineer,
Sir Richard Lee. This year should see the
start of the unveiling of new Blue
Plaques in St Albans, a project involving
ourselves and the Civic Society, and led
on our behalf by Bryan Hanlon, our
dedicated Secretary. 2022 should also
see the first visible shoots of the Alley-
ways project led by Professor Tim Boat-
swain. This will lead to the cleaning up
and artistic, environmental, and histori-
cal interpretation of these neglected
parts of our heritage in the market area.
A summer fair, involving other local
societies, and an autumn archaeological
conference run by ourselves and
Welwyn Archaeological Society and led
by Dr Kris Lockyear both promise to be
exciting collaborative efforts.

Of course, none of this is possible
without the efforts made by volunteers

many of whom give inordinate amount
of time because of their  love  for  this
Society.  They deserve our grateful
thanks, not our censure.  May I thank the
many of you who have emailed me
expressing your disapproval of the com-
ments made by a few members on the
‘Chat’ function at the AGM. Thankfully
we have had no repeat of such com-
ments. Because we did not record the
AGM, we have no idea who the individ-
uals were. Your Council regards this as a
very serious matter, and we will not
hesitate to take action against such
individuals in the future. To this end, we
will be recording all future meetings so
we can monitor comments and who
makes them. How we do things is just as
important as what we do, so please let
us all be kind and understanding to each
other.

All best wishes
Dr John Morewood

chair@stalbanshistory.org

MEMBERSHIP

Welcome to our new members:

Jennifer Edie    St Albans Tony Lohey    Luton
Bill and Helen Free   St Albans Michele and John
 & family        Malcolm   St Albans
Claire Fry     St Albans Simon Musther   St Albans
Lilian Goldberg    St Albans
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PUBLICATION COMMITTEE REPORT

The last three months have been busy, selling
our new book  Mistress of Gorhambury. The
good news is that we have sold over 140
copies. A big thank you to those of you who
have supported us by buying over 70 copies
in total.

The book will be on sale at Marlborough
Road Methodist Church at the Tuesday
evening talks now that the Society is holding
in-person lectures again.  Our bookstall will
be somewhere in the main hall to begin with,
rather than in the vestibule.  So do look out
for us. And don’t forget it is also available via
the bookstore on the Society’s website.

Production of the second Concise Histories book is getting under way.  Entitled
St Michael’s Village: from rural settlement to residential suburb, 1700–1930 and
by Kate Morris, it is expected to be published during the summer.

Call-out for proposals
If you’re a researcher and think you may have an idea for a contribution to our
Concise Histories series, please do get in touch with me. I’d love to hear about
your idea and explain how to go about submitting a proposal.  The aim of the
series is to publish new research that adds to our knowledge of St Albans and
its surrounding areas and gives us a better understanding of the city’s history.

As promised in the November Newsletter, here are last year's sales figures: the
total revenue for publication sales was £807.69 to which the Percival Blow book
contributed £350.19.

Pat Broad
publications@stalbanshistory.org
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ST ALBANS & HERTFORDSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL & ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020/21

The Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 11 January 2022 at Marlborough
Road Methodist Church. 32 members attended in person, with 92+ members
joining online via Zoom.

1. Apologies for absence were received from Roy Bratby, Irene Cowan, Rosemary
Farmer, Jane Gardiner and Beryl and Donald Munro.

2. President’s comments.  John Morewood welcomed everyone to the meeting
and said that in January, the month of Janus, it was appropriate to look back as
well as forward.

Looking back, he thanked all those who had kept the Society’s activities going
over the past difficult year:
Jon Mein for his editorial work on the newsletter, and the team of dedicated
proof-readers and distributors
Gill Girdziusz for organizing the unrivalled lecture programme, and the team of
skilled technical helpers led by Mark Percival and Frank Iddiols
Kate Morris for encouraging members to get involved via seminars, and her and
Pat Howe for leading research projects
Pat Broad for successfully launching the Concise Histories series of booklets
Peter Bourton for his sterling work on the development of the website
Heather Jardine and her team for continuing to encourage the use of library
resources by members
Caroline Howkins and her team of Clockateers for successfully re-opening the
Clock Tower
Tony Berk for organizing Society visits to the Roman baths at Welwyn
Members of the newly-formed archaeology group, now numbering 33
David Smith and Christine McDermott for handling an 8.1 per cent increase in
membership
Christine McDermott for her work on Herts Archaeology and History
Bryan Hanlon for his support as Secretary, and Sally Pearson for her minute writing
Andie Hill and Roger Miles, who are leaving the Council, and a special thanks to
David Moore for his wisdom and support as Treasurer over the past years.
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Looking forward, two major themes for 2022 would be involvement and collab-
oration. He highlighted the increased membership involvement which would be
generated by three new research projects – Transition from monastery to
borough town; the Civil War in St Albans; and Slavery Connections.  Collabora-
tion with other organisations would be stimulated by an archaeological confer-
ence in October 2022 planned in conjunction with the Welwyn Archaeological
Society; continuing to work on the Alleyways project with SADC and the Civic
Society; persevering with the campaign for more Blue Plaques in the town; and
helping Historic England and English Heritage in their plans for preserving the
Roman walls in Verulamium, and the ruins at Sopwell.

The lecture programme will continue with a series of high-profile speakers, but
will be offered as hybrid events, with attendance possible either online or in
person.  With many thanks to Mark Percival, Frank Iddiols, Jon Mein and Mal-
colm Merrick for doing the preparation work to make this possible.

May 2022 be a better year than 2021!

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 8 January 2021.  These had been circulated
with the February 2021 Newsletter.  Their adoption was agreed by all present in
person, and all 64 who had voted prior to the meeting, except three who had
not been present at the 2021 AGM.

4. Accounts for the year ended 31 May 2021.  These had been circulated with
the November 2021 Newsletter. Their acceptance was proposed by Sandy Walk-
ington, seconded by Tony Berk, and agreed by all present in person as well as 64
members who had voted prior to the meeting.

David Moore, who is retiring as Treasurer, thanked everyone for their help and
support, and wished his successor Tony Dolphin well.  He reported that the
Society accounts are in good shape.  Membership numbers have risen during the
Covid pandemic, while lecture costs have been substantially reduced.  Although
there has been limited income from the Clock Tower, a generous single dona-
tion of £8000, and the gift aid associated with it, have boosted the surplus.   This
donation has been ringfenced for special projects.
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5. Reports from Groups.  These had been circulated with the November 2021
Newsletter.  Their acceptance was proposed by Peter Bourton, seconded by Helen
Bishop, and agreed by all present in person as well as 64 members who had voted
prior to the meeting.

6. Election of members of Council.  The following members were elected en bloc,
to serve until the next AGM, having been proposed by Sandy Walkington, second-
ed by Helen Bishop, and agreed by all present in person as well as 64 members who
had voted prior to the meeting:
Vice-President        Peter Burley
Secretary         Bryan Hanlon
Treasurer         Tony Dolphin
17th Century Research Group    Pat Howe
Archaeology Group       John Morewood, pro tem
Clock Tower        Caroline Howkins
Herts Archaeology and History    Christine McDermott
Lecture Secretary       Gill Girdziusz
Librarian         Heather Jardine
Membership Secretary      David Smith
Minutes Secretary       Sally Pearson
Newsletter Editor       Jon Mein
Programme Development Ctee, chairman Tony Berk
Publications – Commissioning Editor  Pat Broad
Publicity         vacant
Technical          Frank Iddiols
Website         Peter Bourton

7. A motion to empower the Council to approve an Independent Examiner of
Accounts was proposed by John Morewood, seconded by David Moore, and
agreed by all present in person as well as 64 members who had voted prior to the
meeting.  Any suggestions from the membership of a suitable independent person
to perform this role would be welcome.

8. Clarification of Constitution.  As advised by the Charity Commission, the follow-
ing insertion to Section 11 of the Society’s constitution was suggested: ‘All meet-
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ings of the Society, called for whatever purpose, may be in person and/or via the
internet or by any other means as Council may deem suitable’.  One member
present was concerned that this wording left the situation a bit open-ended, but
was reassured this was with the aim of future-proofing the constitution against
unforeseen changes needed to the format of meetings.  The change to the consti-
tution was then proposed by Peter Burley, seconded by John Morewood, and
agreed by all present in person as well as 64 members who had voted prior to the
meeting.

The meeting closed with a presentation by the Secretary to David Moore, the
Society’s Treasurer for the past seven years, with many thanks from all for services
rendered.

CAN YOU SPARE A COUPLE OF
HOURS OVER THE SUMMER?
If so, please consider becoming a
'Clockateer'. As members of the
Society we have the pleasure and
responsibility for keeping the Clock
Tower open for the many visitors
who climb it each summer – just as
our predecessors did in 1915.

All we ask is that you do a 90
minute stint every so often. It is
not taxing: just be welcoming.
There are a few rules to learn which
you will pick up working in the first instance alongside experienced members.
The money we raise goes in part to the Society's funds. This means we can, for
example, run our extensive lecture programme yet keep the subscription at
just £20 a year.

If you can spare some time, please contact Caroline Howkins and Mike Carey
via clocktower@stalbanshistory.org.

...\Clock Tower advert Popular Guide 1915.tif

Promoting the Clock Tower in 1915, from
The Popular Guide to St Albans (SAHAAS Library)
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ST JULIAN’S GROUP REPORT

Research into local history is never com-
plete, but the Group has reached a point
where they have gleaned sufficient
material about the estate to be able to
start telling others about it. We have
already provided articles for local resi-
dents’ newsletters and are scheduled to
give talks to local groups. We are close
to finalising how the history of the
estate can be written up in book form
and have begun to discuss this with
publishers.

Other outcomes are progressing too,
one as a history of the parish surround-
ing the estate and the officers who ran
that. National events we find have
played a part in the history from a
refusal to ring the bells on the arrival of
a medieval Archbishop of Canterbury to
troops vandalising the buildings during
the English Civil Wars. We still welcome
transcribers for the project, most espe-
cially those willing to cope with seven-
teenth century script, and are open to
presentations about aspects of the his-
tory.

Kate Morris

WEBSITE REPORT

If you haven’t browsed the Society’s
website in recent months, why not take
a few minutes to look through its con-

tent? You’ll find much to engage you in
the articles written by Society members
and guests, whether your interests lie in
Roman Verulamium, the Cathedral and
Abbey Church of St Alban, or the won-
derful buildings to be found in our city.
In doing so, you’ll join the many visitors
to the website from St Albans and else-
where in Hertfordshire. But did you
know that there is worldwide interest in
the history of St Albans? The website
regularly attracts interest from people
in the US, China, and Australia. In recent
weeks, we’ve also had visitors from
many other countries in Europe, as well
as India, Mexico, and Cyprus.

The streets, lanes and highways of St
Albans reflect the history of our commu-
nity, and have significantly influenced its
development. With this in mind, a new
section of the website has been added
(see the ‘Buildings’ landing page), with
articles such as ‘The Origins of Everlast-
ing Lane’ by John Pile, and one on eight-
eenth century efforts to ease congestion
– ‘Tackling obstructions in the High
Street and George Street’ by Jon Mein
and Frank Iddiols. More articles are
planned in 2022. Other recent additions
to the website include ‘Gambling on the
Turf Hotel’ by Jon Mein and the ‘Resto-
ration of the Amphibalus shrine’ by Julia
Low – well worth reading before your
next visit to the Abbey.

Peter Bourton
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CLOCK TOWER REPORT

If you happened to look up at the Clock
Tower’s roof over Christmas hopefully
you noticed our new Christmas lights.
They were the brighter shining stars
hanging from the roof railings next to
the older, slightly less shiny decorations.
It is thanks again to Frank Iddiols who
put them up just before Christmas and
weathered a chilly day to take them
down before Twelfth Night. The Clock
Tower was also adorned with festive
strings of lighted stars on the ground
floor which could be seen behind ‘Hans-
Peter’, the Nutcracker Soldier standing
on duty outside over Christmas.

Preparations are underway for the
Clockateers’ Party for 2022 to be held at

the Verulamium Museum on the
evening of Friday, 11 March. This will be
the first party for over two years as we
had to cancel the event in 2020 due to
the lockdown and then again last year
the Covid restrictions stopped us having
our get-together. Hopefully, this year we
will be able to thank all volunteers by
inviting them to have a drink and indulge
in a buffet with the Mayor and fellow
Clockateers. “Touch wood and whistle”
as the writer on a 1943 Clock Tower post
card I bought recently signed off with.

The new season will start on Good
Friday, 15 April 2022. The manual rota
lists will be put out at the party, and
subsequently emailed, hopefully giving
everyone the opportunity to sign up to
man the Clock Tower. If you would like

to become a Clockateer
please look out for our
‘recruiting’ advert on p.9.

I would, as usual, like to
thank everyone who was
able to volunteer last year
as without you the Clock
Tower would not be able
to open to the public.

Caroline Howkins
Email clocktower

@stalbanshistory.org‘Hans-Peter’, the Nutcracker Soldier, stood on guard outside
the Clock Tower over Christmas (© Caroline Howkins)
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LIBRARY REPORT

When we entered the first lockdown in
March 2020, I doubt if any of us thought
that we would still be feeling the impact
of the pandemic now, nearly two years
on. Like all other services, the library
has been affected in different ways at
different times. We were completely
closed for long periods; at other times,
some members of the team felt able to
come in and work behind closed doors.
I hope it is not tempting providence to
say that we are getting back towards
normal and that the library is open
regularly again, at our usual times of 10
to 12 noon on Wednesday and Friday.

Some restrictions remain. In order to
give ourselves plenty of space in what
is a fairly small room, the number of
people in the library is limited to six, so
we are still asking that you make an
appointment before coming in. We
don’t want anyone to be turned away
at the door and have a wasted journey.
The library team will be wearing face
masks and we ask that you do too
(unless exempt, of course). And hand

sanitiser will be there for you to use on
arrival. Finally, we will have the door
and window open to improve ventila-
tion, as this now seems to be the most
important way to reduce risk – and this
means that the room can be quite chilly
on cold days, so please wrap up warm!

For any enquiries at all, or to make an
appointment, please email us at
library@stalbanshistory.org. We are
looking forward to seeing you soon.

New acquisitions
In this issue of the Newsletter I am going
to concentrate on just two of our new
additions. Both are small pamphlets,
both are more than a hundred years
old, and both give a real sense of what
St Albans was like at the time they were
published.

ARE YOU DELINQUENT?
Most of our books and pamphlets are available for members to borrow (the
exceptions being particularly rare or fragile items). May we politely remind you
to return them as soon as you have finished with them, so that other members
may use them too?
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The first, called St. Albans … illustrated:
past, present and future,  is a souvenir
booklet published to accompany the
visit of the Bath and West of England
Show to St Albans in 1896. It includes a
guide to the town, to encourage visitors
to enjoy the sights and important histor-
ical locations, lots of pictures (See Figs
1 and 2) and a smattering of advertise-
ments for local businesses.

Twenty years later, and in the middle of
the First World War, The popular guide
to St. Albans and its abbey was pub-
lished in 1915. (See also p. 18.) It too
takes the reader on a tour of the town,
pointing out significant landmarks like
the Clock Tower and it, too, is illus-
trated. The full page advertisement for
the Exchange Restaurant in Market
Place (“5 doors from Clock Tower”) and
in its own words, “the largest cosmopol-
itan restaurant in the City”, was offering
French, American, Indian, Belgian and

Greek dishes. It is perhaps a significant
nod to the times that it boasts that
“Men spreekt Belgish” and “On parle
Français”.

Heather Jardine

Recent Journal Articles
Abbots Langley Local History Society
Journal, no 55, Autumn/Winter 2021.
pp.4-7 “The Bombing of Belswains Lane,
Saturday 10th May 1941”, by Helen
George.  The midnight raid at Apsley
caused the death of nine people includ-
ing air raid wardens and evacuees.  It
was probably targeted at the nearby
railway line.

The Park Street and Frogmore Society
Journal, Autumn/Winter 2021
pp.11-9. “Ringway Road”, by Brian
Kennedy.  The St Albans Mutual Housing
Association was formed in 1951 and
enabled 14 self-builders to afford their

Fig. 2 : Cunningham Hill Farm, 1896, venue for
the Bath and West Show (SAHAAS Library: St
Albans … illustrated: past, present and future)

Fig. 1 : Romeland Hill looking west, 1896; the
Green Man public house nearest right (SAHAAS

Library: St Albans … illustrated: past, present
and future)
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own homes in Park Street.  The author’s
father, Pat, was one of the builders.

Rickmansworth Historical Review, no
25, October 2021
pp.15-18 “West Hertfordshire: in the
steps of Herbert Tomkins, Part 12:
Exploring Gorhambury and St Michaels
Church, St Albans” by Brian Thomson.
The author completes his walk with
historical notes, following the account
in Tomkins’ book of 1902.

pp.21-22 “Burial requests of St Mary’s
medieval parishioners”, by Heather
Falvey.  The wills of Rickmansworth
parishioners would often state where in
the church the testator wished to be
buried.  Although their graves are not
marked today, the wills provide impor-
tant information about the interior of
the church in medieval times.

Lin Watson

WELCOME TO OUR NEW TREASURER

We are pleased to say that Tony Dolphin, a
member since 2012, has volunteered to become
our new treasurer – a nomination by Council that
was fully approved at our AGM on 11 January. Tony
has a Bachelor’s degree from Liverpool University,
and a Master’s in history from the Open University.
He wrote his Master’s dissertation on the imple-
mentation of the poor law in St Albans in the late
Victorian and Edwardian period, and is currently
interested in investigating the way the poor law
worked in local parishes in the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries – as you will see on p.
27, he is considering expanding this research with help from our membership.

Tony worked for many years as an economist in government, in the City and
in Westminster think tanks and still does some consultancy work. He also
volunteers at Citizens Advice in St Albans, helping with their finances, fundrais-
ing and research and campaigns. He is also a season ticket holder at Watford
FC although our secretary, a strong (armchair) supporter of Liverpool FC, does
not expect too many altercations during our Council meetings.



www.stalbanshistory.org           SAHAAS NEWSLETTER 223             Page 15

THE MYSTERY OF THE RED ROSE

The Red Rose: a legend of St Albans
Abbey is an adventure novel that takes
place during the Wars of the Roses.  It is
set around the Abbey, Sopwell, Elstree
and Borehamwood.

Our copy of the book was recently dis-
covered on the Library shelves, unre-
corded on the catalogue and lost in plain
sight.  It must have been there for years.

Published in 1858, no author is
recorded; the dedication printed in the
book is to the Revd H.J.B. Nicholson by
“the authoress”.  However, our copy
provides us some intriguing hints as to
the author.  There are some handwritten
names on the endpapers “Mrs
Willoughby” and “Mrs Woolrych from
the Revd H.J.B. Nicholson”, but most
intriguing is a note under this in a differ-

ent hand saying “written by Miss Phili-
more”.

I suspect this copy has been in our
collection since the early days of the
Society.  Can any of our members shed
some light on the identity of the author?
Is there a connection with our Society?
You can make contact by email to
library@stalbanshistory.org.

Lin Watson

ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP REPORT

The group now numbers 33 members.
On 1 December, sixteen of us (divided
into two different time slots) had a
guided tour of the Museum store at
Sandridge Gate led by David Thorold,
Pre-historic to Medieval Curator. The
group were able to look at geological
specimens, fossils, Roman pottery,
agricultural implements, and bygones

from more recent times. Our friend,
Simon West’s ongoing illness, has
affected the planned set of winter talks
but we hope to run some before our
visits and archaeological work begin
again in the Spring. Laurie Elvin and
Wendy Morrison have already agreed
to provide walks for the group in 2022.
We wish Simon all the best for a good
recovery.

John Morewood

Some intriguing names in The Red Rose
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‘HERTS ARCHAEOLOGY AND
HISTORY’ – ARTICLES ABOUT
LOCAL ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY

In two previous issues of the Newslet-
ter, we have looked at the importance
of our most recent volumes of the
county journal (vols 17 and 18). This
time we wish to bring to your attention
earlier volumes that included important
articles about the development of the
city. (See facing page for details.)

Kate Morris has kindly written the fol-
lowing overview about this collection of
articles.

Christine McDermott
hertsarch@stalbanshistory.org

Hertfordshire Archaeology and History
is a source for St Albans history too little
referred to. Articles by noted architec-
tural historian John T Smith, joint editor
of the Society’s seventeenth century
thoroughfare town book, often sup-
ported by avid researcher Gerard
McSweeney, give insights into the
origins of houses we see every day but
of which little background is under-
stood. From an examination of Hall
Place – the medieval house just to the
north of St Peter’s church – and Spicer
Street’s The Vine to the W.H. Smith
building and a butcher’s shop in Market
Place, they brought to life our built

environment, whilst Frank Kilvington
contributed on the social history side.
These and other fine historians reveal
the reality behind many persistent
myths. The several volumes listed on
the facing page are highly recom-
mended for an understanding of the
development of St Albans and its soci-
ety.

Kate Morris

The price for non-members is £20 per
copy whereas SAHAAS members pay
just £5 for their copy of each issue.

Please let Christine know by email if you
wish to order a copy.

● Our preferred method of payment
is by BACS, to: account Herts
Archaeology, sort code 30 97 25,
account no 00978485 ref. HAH.

● By post, with cheque payable to
Herts Archaeology, to Anthony Dol-
phin, 79 The Park, St Albans AL1
4RX. Please write HAH on the
reverse.

● Postage is £3.25 or, for  free collec-
tion from central St Albans, contact
Christine McDermott (07941
927551) to arrange.

Note: stock of a couple of the volumes
shown on the facing page is very low.
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Title Author(s) Date Vol.
No.

Nine Hundred Years of St Albans:
architecture and social history

Smith, J.T. 1993 11

A Tudor official in St Albans and
his house

Kilvington, F. &
Smith, J.T.

1994-5 12

A Builder's estimate of 1720 and
its implications

Smith, J.T. 1994-5 12

The Moot Hall and early topogra-
phy of St Albans

McSweeney, G.P. 1997-2003 13

St Albans in the eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries

Kilvington, F. 2004-5 14

Hall Place, St Albans Smith, J.T. and
McSweeney, G.P.

2004-5 14

Town Houses designed for enter-
tainment? *

Smith, J.T. and
McSweeney, G.P.

2004-5 14

Buildings on the Margin of Soci-
ety: three St Albans almshouses

McSweeney, G.P. 2009 16

A 17th-Century Butchers' Shop:
30/32 Market Place, St Albans

McSweeney, G.P.
& Smith, J.T.

2009 16

SOME ST ALBANS-RELATED ARTICLES IN EARLIER VOLUMES OF
HERTS ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY

* Please see the addendum to this article written by Kate Morris and published
in vol. 18.(2021)

SAD NEWS – COLIN SMART

It was with sadness that we heard that Colin died shortly before Christmas.
He joined the Society in 1975 and was soon involved in archaeological work
at Sopwell and giving lectures such as ‘Talking about domestic buildings’.
Together with his late wife, Maureen, Colin served for some twelve years from
1982 as the Society’s representative on the Joint Clock Tower Committee.
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A REMINDER OF RYDER

This rare image is from a promotional
booklet recently acquired by the Socie-
ty’s Library: The popular guide to St.
Albans and its abbey. Dating from
around 1915 it shows the extent of the
Ryder & Son Ltd international mail order
seed business in St Albans in the early
twentieth century. The site was
acquired around 1902, although Samuel
Ryder had to leave all the arrangements
to his architect Percival Blow as he
himself was suffering from whooping
cough. The new warehouse was said to
have been the largest in the city, cover-
ing almost 50,000 square feet.

Ryder & Son Ltd continued to expand
and Blow was involved in extending the

warehouse in 1910. The following year
he was commissioned to design a new
office suite for the firm costing around
£6,000. This involved the demolition of
the former ‘Old Bull’ on Holywell Hill,
which had served as offices up to then.

The site was further expanded in 1931
with the opening of an adjacent exhibi-
tion hall fronting onto Holywell Hill. The
Art Deco style hall was described as a
‘Crystal Palace in miniature’, providing
3,000 sq ft of space filled with stocks,
wallflowers, sweet peas, carnations,
pansies, petunias and marigolds for the
opening.  The warehouse buildings have
gone but the former offices and seed
hall remain and are Grade II listed.

Sue Mann
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THE BENCH IN THE BRICKIE
MYSTERY

Last summer I, like other residents, of
New England Street were somewhat
bemused by the installation of a new
bench in the recreation ground
known locally as ‘the Brickie’. The
strange aspect was the plaque on it
bearing the inscription:

“In memory of Joseph Weedon, cord-
wainer, Catherine Street, 1756-1840”.

It seemed odd that somebody,
unknown, would pay for the bench and
plaque commemorating a man whose
name meant nothing to us, and who had
died 180 years ago.

The Council put me in touch with the
bench’s donor in Ontario, Canada. R.
Peter Weedon is the four-times great-
grandson of Joseph and he kindly
answered all my questions about his
ancestor. Peter’s father moved to
Canada with his parents, as a young
teenager in the late 1930s.

Joseph Weedon’s paternal grandpar-
ents had been Quakers, in Cashio

Bridge, but Joseph had strong connec-
tions with St Peter’s Church. He was
buried in St Peter’s churchyard but
there is no gravestone to be found. In
1826 he resided in Catherine Street, as
a tenant of J.H. Rumball. (Parish Map)

The reason for choosing the Brickie for
the bench was that Joseph’s death cer-
tificate states that he died “of old age”
in New England Field. That is odd
because in 1840 this field was merely a
meadow belonging to the brewer,
Francis Searancke, with just one build-
ing, the Robin Hood alehouse. Was the
registrar being diplomatic, by not men-
tioning that Joseph may have died in the
alehouse?

Ian Bower

The new bench in the Brickie with plaque
© Ian Bower

THE NEWSLETTER

Copy deadline for the May edition is 15 April. If you have any comments about
the Newsletter or wish to submit content, please email me, Jon Mein, via
newsed@stalbanshistory.org.
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BOOK REVIEW: ‘RECORDS OF THE
MANOR OF NORTON IN THE
LIBERTY OF ST ALBANS 1244-
1539’
The settlement of Norton, lying midway
between medieval Baldock and Eben-
ezer Howard’s garden city of Letch-
worth (1903), is fortunate not only in
the exceptional quantity and quality of
its surviving manorial documents but
also in the devoted care and expertise
of its Community
Archaeology Group
which, in 2014, num-
bered at least one
hundred members.
Norton’s history is here
brought to light by a
twenty-strong team
who produced this
magnificent and highly
readable volume in the
series of the Hertford-
shire Record Society
(HRS).

The earliest document
to mention Norton is a possibly spurious
charter of Æthelred in 1007 which
refers to an eighth-century donation by
Offa of Mercia (d.796) to the Benedic-
tine Abbey of St Albans. More reliably
the manor of Norton is confirmed
amongst the lands held by the Abbey in
the Domesday survey of 1086. Subse-

quently, the church and parish of
Norton was one of the fifteen to be
named in the bull, Religiosam vitam
eligentibus of 1157, issued by Adrian IV,
the only English pope and himself from
Bedmond, as part of the so-called
Liberty of St Albans which was also
co-terminous with the Hundred of
Cashio. Henceforth, Norton, together
with the churches of St Peter’s, St
Stephen’s, Kingsbury (St Michael’s) in
St Albans itself, of Watford, Rickmans-

worth, Abbot’s Lang-
ley, Redbourn,
Codicote, St Paul’s
Walden, Hexton,
Newnham and
Northaw in Hertford-
shire and of Winslow
and Aston Abbots in
B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e ,
were to be held
entirely free from sub-
jection to any bishop
(particularly the bishop
of Lincoln in whose
diocese St Albans lay).
The Pope instructed

that the lands within the Liberty were
to be administered solely by the Abbot
who enjoyed extensive seigneurial and
jurisdictional rights over his tenants –
as evidenced in this volume.

The manorial court operated in two
different ways. The Court of Halimote
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(Hall-Moot or Hallmote) was held every
three weeks in a fixed place (in Norton
itself or sometimes in St Albans under
a particular ash tree) and dealt with
both free and unfree tenants of the
Abbot in matters of tenure, rights over
land and customary payments, as well
as for marriage. The Court Leet or View
of Frankpledge was held once or possi-
bly twice a year and it was here that the
Abbot could enforce his judicial rights.

The records of the manor of Norton
survive in an almost unbroken sequence
from 1244 during the reign of Henry III,
to 1460 (Edward IV) and are translated
here together with surviving rolls from
the period after 1460 down to the
Abbey’s dissolution in 1539. They
present an invaluable source by which
we can begin to reconstruct medieval
society, through named families and
individuals and how they dutifully per-
formed or more often disobeyed the
seigneurial obligations placed on them.

One miscreant with whom many of us
might sympathise is a certain Alan New-
eman, presented to the Halimote of
Norton on the Thursday following the
Feast of St Barnabas the Apostle (13
June 1325) by four named jurors. Alan
had ‘an old ruinous barn’ and he was
placed upon oath to rebuild it before
the next Halimote. On 10 December of
the same year, we find that the same

Alan is now named as one of the six
jurors at the Halimote but ‘has a day
between this day and Michaelmas to
rebuild a barn that is ruinous’. Perhaps
as a juror he was able to win himself
more time to carry out the repairs. On
16 October 1326, Alan was fined 2d
(pence) for not observing millsuit, a
seigneurial right by which he was
obliged to grind his corn at the Abbey’s
mill. These offences were relatively
slight, but the norms of society were
upheld in his case as in so many others.

This volume is a pleasure to read and
mull over. Many technical terms such
as heriot, payment to inherit (perhaps
a villein’s best beast), leyrwite, a fine
for unchastity or fornication as the loss
of virginity depreciated a lord’s prop-
erty, and chevage, an annual payment
made to a lord, in this case the Abbot,
by his unfree tenants, are clearly
explained. It makes the daily lives of the
medieval inhabitants of Norton more
accessible to us and, by extension,
brings us closer to the world that they
inhabited. It is a model of how local
history can and should be presented.

Dr Brenda Bolton

Note: copies of this book are available to borrow
from the SAHAAS Library, or to purchase from
the HRS – see www.hrsociety.org.uk for details
and also bibliographical information.
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SWIMMING IN ST ALBANS

The River Ver today is but a shadow of
its former self. It has sustained the
tanning industry, powered several
mills and, in the nineteenth century,
by then somewhat cleaner, supported
a substantial watercress industry.
Water meadows surrounded it and
there were deep pools at intervals.
One at the foot of Cottonmill Lane was
a popular bathing place. It was used by
the local Baptist community for their
adult baptisms until, in 1757, a well
was dug in the chapel yard at Dagnall
Lane to supply a baptistery. By the
mid-nineteenth century, wooden
boards for access were provided and
swimming competitions organised.
The pool was regularly dredged, and
over a ten week summer season, 6,000
persons paid a penny a swim.

With population growth in the late
nineteenth century came a demand for
better public facilities. Their provision
was championed by non-conformist
entrepreneur Councillor George Slade.
He referred to the inadequacies of the
‘dirty, weedy, shallow, polluted and
narrow stream known … as the Ver’.
He had enjoyed education at the local
charity school encouraged by Unitarian
Harriet Martineau and went on to
success in both public service and hat
manufacture where he employed hun-

dreds of hands in the town. Slade was
passionate about good community
facilities, and, as Mayor in 1875, he
formed a company offering shares to
the public in a public bathing facility.
This followed his failure to obtain Cor-
poration investment in the project. He
secured a site on the newly named
Victoria Street from brewer Thomas
Kinder almost next to the new School
for Arts and Science and Public Library.
A swimming bath, 94ft x 20ft was
proposed, paved with Staffordshire
tiles and with two spectator galleries
for 300 persons. Thirty dressing rooms,
a shampooing room and plunge bath;
also a Turkish bath with eleven boxes

Salvation Army citadel, formerly the baths,
2020 (© Kari Lundgaard)
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and marble seats, and a saloon with
eleven couches completed the plan
and there would be private baths and
washing facilities. The water was to be
supplied under constant pressure from
the St Albans Waterworks and two
cisterns in the tower would each hold
500 gallons of hot water. A hairdress-
ing salon would be let to a tradesman.

The whole facility was opened in May
1877 with an event the following July
with displays by champion swimmers
and music by Luton’s St George’s Band.
The Sunday opening of the baths from
7am to 9am was controversial but
supported by the Abbey rector as a
valuable essential facility and not just
pure entertainment. Swimming
lessons for the young were on offer
and advice concerning the danger of
entering the water within two hours
of a meal; also on the need for a
thorough reaction of the circulation
after swimming in cold water, by the
use of rough towels or a flesh brush.
For the plunge bath, only half a
minute’s immersion was recom-
mended. In winter a floor could be laid
over the swimming pool and it let for
concerts and meetings.

Support for Slade’s venture proved
insufficient for bathing to continue
and, in 1883, the baths were offered

to the Corporation. It was at first
accepted, but a referendum was held
and a majority of 970 rejected the
idea. That wonderful Victorian facility
was lost to the town. The site
remained as an additional venue for
meetings, entertainments in the town
until it was sold to the Salvation Army
for their Citadel, still used today.

Despite popular rejection of the public
baths in the town, the clamour for
improvements to the river enterprise
continued.  Suggestions that its soft
water, described as the temperature
of milk, was better for bathers than the
cold and hard water from the Water-
works, persuaded the Corporation to
take it over.

The radical suggestion in 1901 that
women might also be justified in
demanding washing and bathing facil-
ities, which the river pool could not
provide, led to provision of a new
swimming bath with changing cubicles,
but still using river water. This new
facility, in Cottonmill Lane, was
opened in 1905 by Mayor Horace
Slade, son of George, and claimed 250
visitors a day during its first summer.
Only replaced in 1979, it survives still
as a training pool for the local SubAqua
Club.

Kate Morris
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MITTON WILSON: LOCAL ARTIST

The artist Harry Mitton Wilson lived in St
Albans for 20 years, from 1905 until his
death in 1925. During that time he cap-
tured at-once familiar scenes like Market
Place (Fig. 1) and many enchanting local
by-ways whose names are familiar but the
locations themselves have changed
beyond all recognition.

Mitton Wilson was painting country
scenes like that shown on the cover of this
Newsletter at a time when landscape
painting was the leading genre in the
visual arts. There were more rural scenes
than portraits, still-life or history paintings
featured in annual art shows in the early
1900s.

He was born in Northampton in 1877, the
son of a butcher, and by 1901 was living
in London, working as a black and white
artist. At the same time he was develop-
ing his skills as a painter in oils as, by 1905,
his work was being exhibited at the Royal
Academy. In all, 19 of his paintings were
shown between 1905 and 1919. He is also
known to have exhibited in other parts of
the country during this time and also
travelled to France in 1907 to study and
paint, producing a number of works
including ‘Place du Marche, St Catherine,
Honfleur’, exhibited in London in 1916. He
and his wife Eliza May were living in
Harlesden Road when their first son,

Dennis, was born in 1905. By 1911, the
family had moved to Brampton Road. Eliza
May featured in many of his portrait
paintings, as did his children. Whilst
Mitton Wilson’s landscapes painted a
picture of the countryside as a rural idyll,
his portraits captured the quintessential
Edwardian age of elegant ladies and ador-
able children enjoying sun-filled days.

Mitton Wilson died young, aged 50. Per-
haps, had he lived longer his renown as
an artist would have been greater.
Despite supporting a large family and
running a lithographic and design busi-
ness, he managed to produce a large body
of work,  not all of which has survived.

Fig. 1: Black and white sketch of Market Place,
St Albans (Courtesy of St Albans Museums)
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St Albans Museums has in its collection a
self-portrait (Fig. 2) and the sketch of
Market Place. This was undoubtedly a
preliminary drawing for a
finished work, which was
the last to be exhibited at
the Royal Academy. The
museum also has a painting
of the Clock Tower dated
1919 featuring a be-flagged
war shrine to soldiers in the
local area who died in the
First World War. These
shrines pre-dated the
Abbey street memorials.
That same year, Mitton
Wilson staged an exhibition
of work at St Albans Library
featuring the Clock Tower
painting.

In 1998 the Pyms Gallery in London held
an exhibition of 50 of his works, including
‘Morning – Trees Beside Sandpit Lane’. All
the Pyms exhibits came from the estate
of Dennis Wilson, the artist’s son who
featured in so many of his portraits
painted in St Albans. An introduction to
the exhibition stated: ‘Mitton Wilson lived
at a time when there was much debate
about the depopulation of the countryside
and the very nature of Englishness. Land-
scape painting, what it contained, what it
left out, lay at the centre of this. At the
time they were produced, Mitton Wilson’s

landscapes were at the centre of a
nation’s consciousness’.

The catalogue indicates
that his commercial work
included designing adver-
tisements for makers of
furniture, shoe polish and
cigarettes, published in
Punch, The Illustrated
London News and The
Tatler. He also supplied full
colour illustrations for tram
and underground company
ads in around 1911/12, pro-
moting excursions. These
are in the London Transport
Museum collection.

Around 2014 an unknown
person handed in a brown envelope at St
Albans Central Library. It contained pho-
tographs of the 1919 library exhibition and
other small prints and sketches by Mitton
Wilson. The Society got to hear about it
and when the team producing the ‘Home
Front’ book discovered the existence of
the Clock Tower painting with its shrine,
interest in the artist was aroused.

If you own a Mitton Wilson do please let
us know via the following email address.

Sue Mann
via newsed@stalbanshistory.org

Fig. 2: Harry Mitton Wilson self-
portrait (Courtesy of St Albans

 Museums)
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A FRESH VIEW OF NEW BARNES

From a simple sixteenth century farm
building, New Barnes, now Sopwell
House, has been modified and
extended several times to the grand
house it is now. The photograph below
shows the penultimate phase, proba-
bly very much as extended by Joseph
Timperon, who owned the house
between 1810 and his death in 1846.
Timperon had immense wealth and
seven children. He remodelled the
fairly simple Georgian structure,  which
may have been designed by Edward
Strong at the beginning of the eight-
eenth century, into the imposing Victo-
rian one sold on the death of his
daughter, Isabella Worley in 1886. The
sales particulars at that time list four-
teen bedrooms, two with dressing

rooms, as well as a "sitting room or
boudoir". If all the rooms were occu-
pied, the three bathrooms listed sound
rather limited, especially as two were
on the ground floor and only one on
the second!

The New Barnes estate was bought in
1886 by the second Earl of Verulam
(who helpfully added more bathrooms)
and in 1901 the house was occupied by
the earl and his family perhaps while
repairs were being done at Gorham-
bury. However by 1903 they were able
to let the house for a short time to
Prince Louis of Battenberg, later
Marquis of Milford Haven. The photo-
graph comes from an album dated 15
April to July 1903 in the Mountbatten
Archives at the University of South-
ampton. This supports the suggestion

that Prince Andrew of
Greece, the father of
Prince Philip, proposed to
Princess Alice of Batten-
berg there in May 1903.
Our photograph seems to
be one of a series of Prince
Andrew playing with
Alice's toddler brother,
Louis, later Lord Mount-
batten of Burma, on the
lawn.

Anne Wares

...\Sopwell House 1903 Soton Univ MS62_MB2_A10...

Sopwell House (formerly New Barnes) from the south east,
1903 (Reproduced courtesy of the University of Southampton)
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FILM SET TO MAKE LOUIS WAIN
FAMOUS AGAIN

This charming illustration, of anthropo-
morphised cats enjoying afternoon tea
in the gardens at Napsbury Hospital, is
the work of artist Louis Wain. He spent
the final years of his life at the institu-
tion near St Albans, dying there in
1939. St Albans Museum + Gallery is
currently displaying the painting with
other interesting items relating to Wain
from its collection. The artist was a
household name in the late 1800s
before falling into mental ill health and
poverty. His life story is the subject of

a new film entitled The Electrical Life of
Louis Wain, starring Benedict Cumber-
batch and Claire Foy.

Sue Mann

POSSIBLE PROJECT: WELFARE ACROSS ST ALBANS PARISHES

Last year Kate Morris led a SAHAAS seminar on parish welfare in St Stephen’s,
in which she told us about spending on pensions and other relief and the local
workhouse. She drew some comparisons with the provision of welfare in St
Michael’s, which was the subject of a study and publication by Eleanor Truwert
in the 1980s, and she suggested a wider research project that would also
encompass the St Albans Abbey and St Peter’s parishes.

This project would cover the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, up to
the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834, and it would seek out points of similarity
and difference across the four parishes. Possible areas for research include the
distinctions drawn between, and the different treatment of, the ‘deserving’
and ‘undeserving’ poor; what it meant to be poor; the evolution of ratepayers’
views of the poor in the early nineteenth century; and other sources of welfare.

If anyone is interested in undertaking some research into these issues, please
email me to organise a chat.

Tony Dolphin
tonydolphin17@gmail.com

‘A tea party at Napsbury’
(Courtesy of St Albans Museums; cropped)
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IS DALTON HOUSE REALLY
DICKENS’S BLEAK HOUSE?
Dr Sally Connolly, Associate Professor
of Literature at Houston University
Texas, St Albans born and family friend,
was the first serious advocate I encoun-
tered to support the view that Dalton
House in Catherine Street, St Albans,
was the inspiration for Charles Dick-
ens's 'Bleak House'.

Early research revealed Frederic G.
Kitton, author and illustrator, who lived
in St Albans from around 1878 until
death in 1904. He published a biogra-
phy of Dickens in 1902 which covers
Dalton House in some detail. Kitton
pointed out that there was a colony of
brickmakers in the immediate neigh-
bourhood when Dickens visited St
Albans in 1852 whilst writing Bleak
House. He stayed at the Queens Hotel
in Chequer Street with Douglas Jerrold
in June and visited John Deayton, the
Governor of Abbey Gateway prison, at
that time.

Kitton firmly rejected the idea that Fort
House in Broadstairs was the inspira-
tion for Bleak House. The Dickens
Family stayed at Fort House many times
as a holiday retreat but Kitton stated
that the book was entirely written at
Tavistock House in London.

Dickens had a wayward younger
brother, Frederick, who lived in St
Albans in the 1850s and was friendly
with local literary figure Peter Cunning-
ham. This emerges in a later book by
Kitton, The Dickens Country, published
posthumously in 1905. This publication
states that Dickens visited Frederick
and Cunningham for "local colour and
gossip".

Kitton wrote to the Herts Advertiser in
April 1890 requesting readers’ informa-
tion: "Sir – Being particularly interested
in anything relating to Charles Dickens
and his writings, I venture to ask for the
friendly assistance of your readers in
identifying the house which gives its
name, as a title, to the novelist's dra-
matic narrative, Bleak House. "A refer-
ence to the story recalls to mind the
fact that the heroine and her friends
journey from London by the Barnet-
road en route to St Albans ..." Sadly only
one reader responded to Kitton's
request.

The 'Bleak House' controversy was
again covered by the Herts Advertiser
in December 1919. The literary critic at
the time wrote: "A correspondence of
peculiar interest to bookworms in Hert-
fordshire has been raging in the
columns of The Times Literary Supple-
ment. The geographical position of the
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immortal Bleak House has been
mooted again".

A few months earlier in 1919, Dickens's
son, Henry, wrote to The Times Literary
Supplement. In his letter he pointed
out that the novel itself locates Bleak
House in St Albans and firmly rejects
Broadstairs as the location. Henry
wrote "Whether the house he
describes as being in St Albans ever
existed is, however, a matter of pure
surmise". He went on to say "So far as
I am personally concerned, I have no
material or information within my
knowledge to enable me to satisfy your
correspondents further on that point…"

Another letter to the Herts Advertiser
from Mr E. W. Green, City Librarian of
St Albans, took up the topic. Green
stated that there was no doubt about
the location of Bleak House and goes
on to say that the only question is the
identity of the house. He points out
that Dalton House at the time Dickens
wrote the book was separated from
the town by fields and that "Even now
the Abbey Church can be seen from the
top windows".

Local historians have offered opinions
over the years. Elsie Toms in her
History of St Albans published in 1962
firmly believed that Dickens invented

the house "as he did with other houses
in other books".

In one of the articles in Around St
Albans with Geoff Dunk, the epony-
mous author stated that Dalton House
was purchased by a Dickens fan and
estate agent Mr Harding and renamed
Bleak House in the late 1800s.

James Corbett's A History of St Albans
published in 1997 backed this up with
"the Dickensian name was substituted
whimsically in 1893".

Kate Morris's book St Albans in 50
Buildings, published in 2018, gives the
most complete history of Dalton
House. She covers its history from the
time that it was built in 1706 to the
current time but without reference to
Dickens.

My conclusion is that I would not
dismiss the fact that Dalton House
played a part in the writing of Bleak
House but it would seem likely that the
building was conjured from the very
fertile mind of the great writer.

Stuart Macer
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BLACK HISTORY AT ST ALBANS
MUSEUMS

In celebration of Black History Month in
October 2021 we highlighted the stories
of black people in this area from medie-
val times to the present day.

In 2020 we held a pop-up exhibition of
placards from the Black Lives Matters
protests. To start our celebration of
Black History month in October, we led
with a printing workshop with artist
Suman Gujral, who guided us to think
about the role of print in protest. We
found out about the different printing
techniques that have been used around
the world in different political move-
ments, with a particular focus on the use
of print in response to the partition of
India.

We also held an event with Lionel
Wallace DL, the first black High Sheriff
of Hertfordshire, where he described his
life growing up in St Albans and his
official role. (Fig. 1) Lionel shared some
of the history of the shrievalty, noting
that the first black High Sheriff in
England and Wales was in 1818. This
was Nathaniel Wells, who was also one
of very few black magistrates at the
time.

To mark the end of our ‘Chroniclers of
History’ exhibition we hosted a talk by

Dr Onyeka Nubia, award-winning writer
and academic, bringing to light the
stories of Africans in medieval Britain.
He showed how Africans are etched into
the fabric of Englishness, bringing a new
way to look at our special display of
medieval manuscripts.

Alongside our events programme, we
have been working to develop resources
to support schools teaching local Black
history, including creating a video about
Joseph Johnson, a nineteenth century
black merchant sailor. After sustaining
injuries that prevented him from sailing,
he became a well-known character in St
Albans where he used to busk, wearing
a model of the ‘Nelson’ ship on his head.

Fig. 1: ‘What has colour got to do with it
anyway?’ event, October 2021
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We have also worked with Active Life-
styles, a club for older people in St
Albans organised by African-Caribbean
people, to record the stories of some of
the local people who came to the city in
the Windrush generation. Many arrived
here to work in the local hospitals and
made St Albans their home, and our
video helps to explain their journeys and
their lives now. They continue to cele-
brate their Caribbean heritage often
through sharing food and recipes.

We feel privileged to be able to help
share these stories that are an essential
part of understanding our city. Moreo-
ver we are excited to be continuing to
share these stories through collabora-
tions with local community groups,
including the SMILE-ing Boys pop-up
exhibition in late 2021 (Fig. 2) and our
continuing display about local philan-
thropist Cyril Roper.

Relaunch of ‘History on Trial’ sessions
At long last we are able once again to
welcome school parties through our
doors at the two museums, with many
coming to us for their first trip since the
beginning of the pandemic. We are
particularly excited to be bringing back
schools into our historic courtroom at
St Albans Museum + Gallery, where
schools can come and find out about the
history behind the courtroom and cells,
re-enact a historical trial in costume,
and reflect on the Victorian criminal
justice system. (Fig. 3) This session
enriches the study of the Victorians,
local history and the history of Crime
and Punishment from upper primary
school to university students.

We are taking bookings for 2022, so
please do get in touch to arrange a
session.

Emma Weleminsky
Learning and Engagement Officer

St Albans Museums

Fig. 2: SMILE-ing Boys launch event displaying
photos by artist Kay Rufai of black boys from

Verulam School

Fig. 3: Children exploring our historic court-
room and engaging with historic trials
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ST ALBANS’ OWN EAST END

The title above was first uttered in a
phrase used by Cllr Ernest Townson, also
a manager of T. E. Smith Printing Works
at a newly coined suburb called Fleet
Ville, shortly before 1913.  At the time
St Albans City Council had been deliber-
ating on the benefits and responsibili-
ties of taking in added areas, mainly in
the parish of St Peter where much build-
ing was already in progress.

Until 20 years ago little about this area’s
history and everyday life had been doc-
umented. Thus the trawl began; I sought
stories, accounts, reports and photo-
graphs.  In quick succession four books
were published in the years around
2012; among them was the two-volume
history under the banner of Cllr Town-
son’s phrase in which he reflected what
he observed in the eastern suburbs of
the city from his experiences of the East
End of London – an untidy and unfin-
ished mix of houses and workshops in
unmade streets, mainly in Camp and
Fleetville: St Albans’ own East End.

Although both volumes of the book are
currently out of print, a website and
blog of the same name have been
recording the eastern districts for the
past ten years and are still very much
alive.

St Albans’ Own East End, the website,
currently displays more than twenty
pages of topics; photographs of children
in their school classes; a collection of
one hundred objects reflecting the part
of the parish east of the Midland
Railway as far east as Ellenbrook;
accounts and comments left by site
visitors; and a range of unanswered or
partly answered questions. The address
is:

stalbansowneastend.org.uk

St Albans’ Own East End, the blog, so
far contains a library of over 375 posts
published during the past ten years.
These are now indexed from the web-
site’s Welcome page. The address is:

stalbansowneastend.blogspot.com

More than anything else SAOEE recre-
ates the stories of people who have
come to live here, and how they are
now a part of this group of communities,
wherever their lives began.

If you have not discovered either of
these sites the pleasure awaits!

Mike Neighbour
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SIXTY OR SO YEARS OF THE
WELWYN ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETY

The Welwyn Archaeological Society
(WAS) is a small society of about 40
members.  Although “Welwyn” in
name, the society has always worked
on projects across the county, hence
our tag line of Researching Hertford-
shire’s Past since 1960.

The society began in 1960, when Tony
and Merle Rook moved to Welwyn and
gathered around them a group of inter-
ested avocational archaeologists, who
immediately began to discover and
excavate sites locally, many under
threat by development.  In 1965 we
gained a constitution and a bank
account in order to cash a reward
cheque for finding a stolen safe!

WAS has always been active in field-
work, being particularly associated with
the Dicket Mead Roman villa, whose
bath-house is now known as the
Welwyn Roman Baths. But the society
has excavated many other sites, from
prehistoric to post-Medieval.  Some of
the finds from our work are on display
at the British Museum, including an
Iron Age mirror and a Roman bronze
cockerel, both from Aston.  Our most
unusual excavation was that of a car
buried in the front lawn of a house in

Welwyn Garden City. It had been used
as an air-raid shelter and had steps
covered in lino.

Since I took over as director in 2009,
the emphasis has moved away from
digging to post-excavation and geo-
physical survey.  Members of WAS have
been very active in the Community
Archaeology Geophysics Group.

The society has run a regular lecture
programme since 1965.  We hold ten
lectures a year, with topics ranging
from local themes to the Chinese terra-
cotta army.  During the pandemic, WAS
teamed-up with four other societies as
CHAS (the Combined Hertfordshire
Archaeological Societies) to hold lec-
tures via Zoom, an ongoing endeavour.

In 2015, a history of the society was
published in Archaeology in Hertford-
shire: Recent Research, based on the
late Merle Rook’s diaries. The society
has run three conferences on this
theme (in 2012, 2016 and 2018).  We
are aiming to run a fourth in collabora-
tion with the Arc and Arc in the autumn.

In February 2022, an exhibition on the
history of the society will open at Mill
Green Museum. To contact the society,
email wasmembership@hotmail.co.uk

Kris Lockyear
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RECENT HALH EVENTS

The Hertfordshire Association for Local
History (HALH) promotes the study and
enjoyment of history in Hertfordshire.
In return for their £12 annual subscrip-
tions, members of the association
receive: the bi-annual history journal,
Herts Past and Present; a reduced rate
to attend the annual symposium; and a
discount on books produced under the
‘Hertfordshire Publications’ imprint. For
details, please see www.halh.org.uk.

Summer Visit – Pirton
Many readers may already be asking
‘where’s Pirton?’ It is a small village just
within the county boundary a few miles
to the north-west of Hitchin. On Satur-
day 18 September it was the location
for last year’s summer visit for HALH

members. Our tour leader was the
estimable Helen Hofton, the village’s
historian and chair of the association.

Walking around this village of around
1,500 people, you still get the feeling of
separated communities that have each
waxed and waned over the centuries.
This is evident in the Little and Great
Green areas we visited. These sit to the
immediate east and west respectively
of the manorial complex in the centre
of the village. The complex itself con-
sists of an impressive motte and (dou-
ble) bailey together with St Mary’s
parish church. Both of these date to the
twelfth century with the castle likely to
be from the anarchy of Stephen’s reign.
(The church was largely rebuilt in the
mid-late 1800s.) The unknown site of
the manor house is probably close by.

St Mary’s church, Pirton (© David Leedham)
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From her description of available
primary sources, Helen clearly has good
runs of manorial documents to help
untangle Pirton’s medieval history.
However, what also stood out was the
importance of recent archaeological
excavations. For example, work in the
1990s found the probable location of
the Saxon church. Equally significant
was the series of 115 test pits dug
between 2007 and 2014 throughout the
village. A community project inspired
and led by Prof. Carenza Lewis, one of
the key findings was the severe contrac-
tion of the settlement following the
Black Death. (Readers may recall Prof.
Lewis’s Society lecture in September
2017 about the project.)

If you are looking for places to visit over
the next few months, then Pirton is
highly recommended, especially if you
like unpicking the development of a
settlement over hundreds of years. The
village is a pleasant 45-minute drive
from St Albans along back roads and, at
the end of an easy walk, there are two
decent pubs.

You will find plenty of good material
about Pirton’s history on Helen Hofton’s
pirtonhistory.org.uk website. There’s
also a useful potted overview with links
to further information on the Herts
Historic Environment Record site
(www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

Annual Symposium
On 20 November, 50 or so people mus-
tered at the Memorial Hall at Tewin, a
good central venue for county meetings.

The four speakers explored the theme
of the use of water and waterways in
the county. Alan Thomson and Fabian
Hiscock concentrated on two canals
each developed with a different primary
purpose in mind: the New River for the
supply of water to London and the
Grand Junction Canal for transporta-
tion. Anne Rowe considered the use of
water on large estates, particularly in
the Mimram valley, as well as topics
such as otter hunting at Standon Lord-
ship and cold baths at Hitchin Priory.

The fourth talk was by Prof. Tom Wil-
liamson on the various agricultural uses
to which the county’s floodplains have
been put. Seeing as he will be reprising
this fascinating talk for the Society, I
won’t steal any of his thunder but
simply recommend booking the date in
your diary. (See pp. 37-8.)

What was pleasing about both events
was the opportunity to meet face to
face, something we couldn’t do in 2020.
Let’s hope nothing gets in the way of
such a simple pleasure this year either.

Jon Mein
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Tuesday 8 March
Kowloon Walled City: from Chinese
fort to high-rise squatter warren
Peter Bourton
This talk tracks the evolution of the ‘city’
from a Chinese coastal fort, to a Chinese
enclave within British leased territory, a
source of rubble for the airport during
the Japanese occupation, and a disputed
territory that became a lawless high-rise
warren of criminals and the underclass.

Peter Bourton spent seventeen years in
the Administrative Service of the Hong
Kong Government, returning to the UK
on the change of sovereignty in June
1997. Latterly, he had helped to develop

heritage policy, and in that role played a
part in establishing the former Kowloon
Walled City as a public park, preserving
a number of its historical features.

Tuesday 15 March
Avebury Henge: A Neolithic Site in
Context
Georgina Graham
This lecture will consider the enigmatic
and extraordinary archaeological
wonders of one of the finest and largest
Neolithic monuments in Europe.
Avebury Henge in Wiltshire, with its
three megalithic stone circles and other
surrounding sites, will form the basis for
our exploration of what is seemingly a
vast sacred landscape.

Georgina is an archaeologist and prehis-
torian. She specialises in late Mesolithic,
Neolithic and early Bronze Age mono-
lithic monuments, architectural feats,
burial mounds and cultural sciences
across Britain. She has been investigat-
ing Neolithic and Bronze Age sites in
England to explore the question, ‘Are
these ancient ceremonial sites and com-
plexes linked in some way and, if so,
how?’

Tuesday 22 March
Slavery in the United States, 1790-
1860: From the American Revolution
to the Civil War
Professor Lawrence Goldman

LECTURE PROGRAMME
8 March - 17 May 2022

All lectures commence at 7.45pm.

Unless otherwise stated, all lectures
will be delivered in person whilst simul-
taneously being live-streamed on
Zoom.

Any changes to the programme will be
notified on our website and via enews.

Non-members are charged £5 for
attendance at a lecture (unless stated
otherwise).

Non-members may attend a talk
marked as a ‘public lecture’ without
charge.
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This lecture will consider the history of
slavery in colonial America and the
United States up to the onset of the
American Civil War. It will examine the
institution’s foundations in the seven-
teenth century, its acceleration in the
age of the American Revolution, and its
development into the plantation
system of the mid-nineteenth century.
We shall examine slavery through the
information on it from the Federal
Census and consider how historians
have analysed and written about the
experience of African American
bondage in recent times.

Prof. Goldman is Emeritus Fellow of St
Peter’s College, Oxford.  He was for-
merly editor of the Dictionary of
National Biography, Director of the Insti-
tute of Historical Research, and Chair-
man of Examiners for the Final Honour
School of Modern History at Oxford
University where he taught the history
of American slavery and emancipation
for 30 years. His latest book, Victorians
and Numbers, will be published this
year.

Tuesday 5 April
Sheep over London Bridge – the
Freedom of the City of London
Murray Craig
A tradition that dates back to the thir-
teenth century. Murray will explain
what it means; expand on some of the

privileges appertaining to Freemen
(including taking sheep over London
Bridge); he will talk about some of the
historical artefacts on display in the
courtroom and speak about various
celebrities who have received the
freedom during his tenure as Clerk.

Murray was Assistant Clerk from 1997-
2002 and from then Clerk of the Cham-
berlain’s Court (only the 37th clerk since
1294). The post involves admitting
people to the Freedom of the City, liais-
ing with the Livery Companies and his-
torical research. He was awarded a BA
(Hons) from Westfield College (now
Queen Mary), University of London. His
interests include history, sport and lis-
tening to ‘The Archers’. A qualified City
of London Guide, he lives in St Albans.

Tuesday 12 April
Meadows and More: the History and
Archaeology of Hertfordshire’s Flood-
plains
Professor Tom Williamson
Zoom only
Landscape historians have written
much about arable fields, commons and
woodland. Less attention has been paid
to the history of floodplains. This
lecture will consider the many ways
that Hertfordshire’s river valleys were
exploited in the past, discussing the
history and archaeology of meadows,
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irrigated meadows, watercress beds and
more.

Tom Williamson is Professor of Land-
scape History at the University of East
Anglia and has written widely on land-
scape archaeology, agricultural history,
historical ecology and the history of
landscape design. He is author of The
Origins of Hertfordshire and, with Anne
Rowe, Hertfordshire: A Landscape His-
tory.

Tuesday 19 April
Archaeology in the Pub – Investigating
The Bull Inn
Ross Cook
Zoom only
This talk will look at the exciting discov-
eries uncovered during the recent devel-
opment to convert the former Bull Inn
in Redbourn into a new Cooperative
store. The work has enabled a new
understanding of the inn through the
careful study of its fabric, and how this
has changed from the late medieval
period onwards.

Ross is a buildings archaeologist and
dendrochronologist specialising in the
buildings of England and Wales. He runs
his practice from Lampeter in West
Wales, but work takes him all over the
country to record, interpret and date
buildings of all types, from cottage to
castle, and chapel to cathedral. Ross is

the Cathedral Archaeologist to St Davids
in Pembrokeshire and Consultant
Archaeologist to Christchurch Priory,
Dorset.

Tuesday 3 May
The Day Parliament Burned Down
Dr Caroline Shenton
In the early evening of 16 October 1834,
to the horror of bystanders, a huge ball
of fire exploded through the roof of the
houses of Parliament, creating a blaze so
enormous that it could be seen by the
King and Queen at Windsor and from
stagecoaches on top of the South
Downs. In front of hundreds of thou-
sands of witnesses, the great conflagra-
tion destroyed Parliament’s glorious old
buildings and their contents. No one
who witnessed the disaster would ever
forget it. This talk will take you through
the gripping hour-by-hour story of the
forgotten fire that changed the face of
London.

Dr Shenton is a writer and historian. She
has a doctorate on the court of Edward
III from Worcester College, Oxford. She
is the former Director of the Parliamen-
tary Archives in London, and before that
a senior archivist at the National
Archives. She is now Secretary to Council
at Girton College, Cambridge.  Her first
popular history book, The Day Parlia-
ment Burned Down, won several book of
the year awards. Her book on the
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rebuilding of Parliament, Mr Barry’s
War, was a Book of the Year in 2016 for
The Daily Telegraph and BBC History
Magazine.

Tuesday 10 May
Ted Heath: A Reputation Revised?
Dr Martin Holmes
Church only
Ted Heath was never a popular politi-
cian losing three of the four elections
he fought as Conservative leader
between 1965 and 1975. Since then
professional historians have been
divided as to whether he was unlucky
or unsuccessful as Prime Minister. To
some, Heath was a gallant figure fight-
ing against powerful opponents in the
Labour Party and the trade unions; to
others he hopelessly mishandled his
mandate for reform. Dr Holmes
assesses the evidence in this evaluation
of Ted Heath.

Martin Holmes was a Lecturer in Politics
at St Hugh’s College Oxford, 1987-2009
where he has since been a member of
the Senior Common Room.  Additionally,
since 1989, he has been the director of
Nebraska at Oxford, the annual summer
program in Oxford for American under-
graduate students. A graduate of Uni-
versity College Oxford he is the author
of six books including The Labour Gov-
ernment 1974–79, and The Failure of
the Heath Government. His next book,
From the Treaty of Versailles to the
Treaty of Maastricht: Conflict, Carnage
and Co-operation in Europe 1918-93,
will be published later this year.

Tuesday 17 May
Designing Modern Architecture in an
Historic City: An Architect’s View
Prof. Geraint John
Abstract and biography to follow.

SALE – PRIORY PARK BOOK

I published my book, A History of Priory Park St Albans, Approach Road, Cornwall
Road, Ramsbury Road, & Riverside Road, in 2004. Running to 68 pages and fully
illustrated, it charts the development of this tight network of streets from green
fields in the late 1800s through the twentieth century. There are a few copies
left in stock at £5.00 – that’s half the original retail price. If you are unable to
collect from me in St Albans, add £3.50 for postage.

If you would like to buy a copy, please email me via anne_wares@yahoo.co.uk
or call me on 01727 860705.

Anne Wares



This is a photo of the W.S. Green department store on the west side of
Chequer Street. Clearly some important event is being celebrated but

what and when was it? The clues are probably in the shop displays. Any
thoughts most welcome – please email library@stalbanshistory.org.

(Photo reproduced courtesy of Roy Bratby; SAHAAS Library).

WHAT’S THE EVENT?


